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Baron of Verulam, Viſcount St. Alban, 
and Lord High Chancellor of England. 


* 


* 


* 1 * 4 4 . % 


ow Collected, and Augmente d with Several 


LETTERS and MEMOIRES, Addreſs'd by 
him to the Xing and Duke of Buckingham, which 
were never before 
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The Whole being Illuſtrated by an Hiſtorical 


INTRODUCTION and ſome Obſervations, and 
diſpos d according to the Series of Time. 
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:of Religion, and of Liberty. 


TO HIS 


Moſt Excellent MajzsTty 


William the III. 


King of Great Britain, France and Ire- 


land, Defender of the Faith, Cc. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


HE Works of this Noble Author, ha- 

ving been Dedicated to Kings and Prin- 
ces, Your Majeſty's Predeceſſors, I have 
preſumed to prefixyour Auguſt Name before this 


Collection of his Letters. 


It is my Lord B ACO N, who deliver d Phi- 


loſophy and the Sciences from a long Captivity, that 
now ſues for the Favour of a Prince, who, under 


God, hath ſuſtain d a Nobler Cauſe, the Cauſe 


A 2 And 


. 


N 


1 
$ 


\ 


r 4 . dos 
"ORG SHAPED eee 3 


_ Epiſile Dedicatory. | 


And if, after all your Majeſty's Paſt, Preſent, 
and Future Actions, we ſhoald ever be deprived 
of thoſe Bleſſings; your Majeſty by a Peculiar 


Gr eatneſs of Soul, and FE quanimity under all 


Difficulti „ (wichour which the Character of an 


not ſeem per 6 
onely to Do, but to Suffer. 
Vouchlafe, Illuſtrious Sir, to caſt your Ey 


2 


upon the enſuing Letters and Memaires ; ; ma 


of which having, in their Originals, been. preſent 
a to the Hands of one of your Royal Anceſtors, 
che whole are now moſt. bumbly offer d to 
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Bur then, may your Majeſty. be plea d Þ 


don the Errors committed by the P 


which are every where too viſible, but no Where 
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ſo a parent, as in the P Preſt umption 
dreſ that 1 15 NOW made, A id \ 
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2 A E expo ng if Ll Mens 1 to the World, 
, may ze efteemdſo great a violation of the ſecrecy + 
"that is due to them bat I ſhould think my ſelf ob- 
6 h to give ſome Reaſons for. the Igler perfor- 
1 manse, bad not a great Part of thoſe that follow, been a. 
N wade Publick : All that is now attempted, being to render 
= thisColleQtion more compleat, and] hope, more acceptable, 
5 than any that has yet Men d. under the Name of this is 
Learned, Lord. 11 WEI: 0 34/4} 1 \ 25 q 
But by, excuſiug my. ſelf in a eg caſe. I would not 
be thought ta — others for acting a part which the moſt 
Polite Ages and Nations have approv d or at leaſt indulged, 
For althoFamiliar Letters 4 f Private Friends may be com. 
monly of too tender a Compoſition, to thrive out of the Bo- 
ſom in which they were firſt Planted ; yet thoſe which are 
= written by Men of F Eminent: Wit, Learning, or Place have 
3 been, and may be, under ſome Circumſtances communicated to 


3 7 


1 the reſt of Mankind 
1 „ Files of the Antients, with ſane. of the Moderns, | 


- are read with great delight and profit, and will probably 

14ſt as long as Books themſelves; whilſt many Volumes of 
1 Familiar and Feigi d Letters (the encreaſe whereof: was 
= ſo 715 1000 d to (wn have been compell d to live 
1 and die in Olſcurity. 


of 


that fince I cannot add tothe Author's Honour, Tm 


The Preface. 


07 all others, relating to Humane Affairs, thoſe which are 


written by Miniſters o State, and deduced in a Series of 


Time, are of the moſt eſteem, berauſe they afford Excellent 


Inſtructions for Civil Prudence, and the beſt Materials 


for Hiſtory. And for this I need cite no other Authority 
than my Lord Bacon himſelf in the Second Book of the 
Advancement bf Learning, Chap. 12th, 


Memoires of hx nate, the Engliſh have 


5 55 
beer formerly ooked upon as a reſerv'd Nation, whatever 


opinion may "fe now had of them. And if theſe which are 
t id before the Reader, be not adorned with that warie- 
ty of Events,which may be found in ſome others;he will pleaſe 
'to remember what Places the Writer beld, and in what 
Peaceable Times be lived. His Lordſhip obſerving, that 
Times are like Ways, ſome are more Up. hill and 
Down-hill, ſome are more Flat and Plain; the one is 
better for the Liver, the other for the Writer” mts 
t remains that I give ſome account of the enſring! Papers, 
not or- 


get to do him and the Reader Faſtice. Thoſe which were pub. 


Tiff d in the Reſuſeitatio, by Dr. Rawley, (ro hon the 
morlll is indebted for his Lordfvips Poft ome Works) 


may be depended upon: Such 9855 faken from the Cabals, 
Sir Tobie Mathew Collettion, ant other Books, herein 


they are diſpers d without any coherence bf Matter ar Titne, 
ache they may have Errors. yet I hope not of that number. 0 * 


 nature,as to'Uiminiſh much from the value of rhe while, or to 
refiecl upon my care ſincę it was as far rempoed Foods y Pow. 


er to reſtore all the Paſſages 1 1 faulty, „ y De- 
ſire to ?Panſmit any ' thing -or 105 * ara- 


Aer of ſo eh e an 2 ihe, which Rafi among o- 


tbers, 1 have e 0 onitted e "which Þ ear 
5 rams. F 
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was at the Higbeſt, an 


ny other defect than that of 


unleßin one or two Caſes, I purpoſely inverted it,to preſerve 


The Preface. 


_ The Originals which 7 have inſerted, aud which I bave - 
noted at the beginning of each Letter, were preſerved by the 
care of a very worthy Gentleman, amongſt others. of the like 
wature; and the deſire I had to preſerve the leaſt Remains 
of this Noble Lord from the Fate incident to looſe Pa- 
pers, engaged me firft to tranſcribe, then to reduce them in- 
to Order, and now to preſent them to the World. They com- 
meuce ſome Months before he mas made Lord Keeper,( where 
Dr Rawley's Collection breaks of) aud are continued almoſt 
to the time when the Great Seal was taken from him; ſo that 
could I have recover d ſome Letters, which I fear are u 
Jeſt, They had filled 1 of Time, in which his Lerdfbip 
of which there are but two or three 


„„ ORR LSE 

AP the Original Letters are written zy his own Hand, 
except one which is ſubſcribed by it; ſome of them are com- 
peſed with. care, but many of them in ſo baſty 4 manner, 


wd difficult Charatter, that if they are fit to. be. ſeen by. 


a 


the Bye of the World, in is becauſe bis maſt Caſual Pieces 
have.been prefer d to ſome others Labours. To any one that 


# the leaft acquainted with his Lordſhip's Style, I doubt + 
as but they will appear hat they really are, Genuine. But 


becauſe I have aſſerted ſome things which may depend upon 


1 omn Sincerity, in the Relations I have given from other 


Manuſcripts ; I have made my ſelf publick in a way I ne- 
ver defigned:: Hoping, that thoſe that. know me, . know me 
to be above the thoughts of impoſing upon the Warld, and 
requeſting all others to aſcribe the 8 T1 aw guiliy of, to 
_ The Letters which I have Ve the ſame Hand, writ- 
ten in the time of Queen Elizabeth, are all contain d in the 
Reſuſcitatio, which was a good Reaſon in it ſelf, for me to 
begin.theſe with the Reign of her Succeſſor ; which. I have 
diſpoſed in order of Time, as near as I could place them, _ 


the 


The Preface. 


the Story more entire. My Defire; to give all things relating 
fo them, as well as the Author, the beſt Light I could, bath 
| carried me on to enlarge the Introduction beyond its juſt 
Limits, and to inſert ſome Characters and Obſervations 
-which may be thought ſuperfluous. 2 
For the ſake of that part of the Gentry, whoſe Educati- 
on denies them the knowledge of the Learned Languages, yet 
their Abilities in theſe ſort of Writings, require that nothing 
that is valuable therein ſhould be conceal'd from them; I 


have interpreted ſome Latin Citations in the Margin, &c. 


tho ſome I have overlook'd or neglectod. As for the few Let- 
ters which were written to the Uniyerſities, I conceiv'd it 

Sufficient to give an account upon what occaſion they were ſent, 
without troubling the Reader with a Tranſlation. 


In my References to the Cabala, I make uſe of the Editi- 


on of 1691, and to the Reſuſcitatio of that of 1661 ; which 
laſt Boot was correctly publiſhed by Dr. Rawley, whereunto 
i prefix*d my Lord Bacon's. Life, and from which together 
with the Preliminary Diſcourſe to his Remains, Printed in 
1679, and . the Characters given of him before the 
' Engliſh Tranſlation of his Advancement of Learning, the 
Reader may. take a view of ſome Particulars of his Life and 
Works, which ¶ had no occaſion given me\to Treat of. 


For what reſpects my ſelf, T have onely this to allege; 
that altho no juſt excuſe can be made for a Man that volun- 
 tarzly expoſes himſelf as I have done, yet perhaps ſome- 
thing may be allow'd by way of Mitigation. . The Times of 
Le which I devoted to this Service were more interrup- 


ted than I had reaſon to expect; ſo that I was engaged in 
the Preſs before the Copy was prepared, till like an unwary 
Soldier advanced too far, I knew not well how to Retreat, 


or how to make my way through. For this Reaſon upon re- 


viewing the Whole of what was ſent by Parts, I find ſome 
things I might have left out, others added, many Expreſſi- 


-ons fit to be alter d, and Defefts in the Style reformed. All 
EE 55 | | which 
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The Preface. 


which might have appeared in a better manner, had I taten 
3 any advice of my Friends in ebe Deſign, or what T think is: 
1 much more wanted, their Fudgement and Cenſure in the Exe- 
S cution : But this being a trouble ] had neither the oppor-- 9 
tunity nor confidence to deſire of ſome of them, whoſe Opini- 
ons I very much value, it encourages me to ast, and hope 
to obtain, a greater.ſhare. of the Reader's Favour, _ 
70 — 4 ſince poſſibly there may be ſome at ber Ge- 
5 nuine Papers of this Author, and theſe Times, which haue 
2 eſcaped the Diligence of Dr. Rawley, and which are yet 
f preſerv d in Private Hands, or Publick Repoſitories, 7 
thoſe which are Maſters of the one, or can direct me to the 
other, ſhall think ſo well of what is now- done, as to wiſh.” 
theſe Memoires were more entire; I ſhall be ready to pub 
Tiſh the ſame by way of Supplement, or in ſuch other man-. 
= . ner as ſhall be thought the moſt proper. 1 3 
# Nor ſhall I be leſs willing to reflifie any Miſtake, than T. 
| am to confeſs that which I have committed in the XLVII. 
Page of the Introduftion. Where, Sir Edw. Coke affirming }. 
=_ that the King having ſuffer d by means of the Lord Trea- 
Y ſurer and his Lady 50000 l. cenſur'd them in a Fine of 
* = 1I0oooo l. altho he ſaid he might very well haue made it 
= Quadruple: The word Quadruple ought to baue referr d to 
=_ the firſt ſum , and may be correfted by putting that of. 
Double in its place, 2005 ue e OR 
The moſt confiderable Typographical Errors are re. 
wark'd at the end of the Volume ; Leaving ſome others of 
| leſs conſequence, and all thoſe which are committed in the. 
Pointing, to the Readers own. Obſervation aud Amend. 
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my, as one of the greateſt and wort | 
Crown. In the Entrance of her Reign, ſhe eſtabliſhed the 


THE 


Introduction. 


P ON the Deceaſe of Queen Elizabeth , James 
the VIth. King of Scotland, became the firſt Mo- 
narch of Great Britain. Which remarkable Succeſ- 
ſion, being the Subje& of ſome of the following 
Letters, I cannot proceed ſo contrary to my own 


Inclinations, and the manner of other Writers upon this 
Occaſion, as to neglect offering ſome Tributes of Honour, 


to the memory of a Princeſs, under whoſe Auſpicious Go- 


vernment, England ſeem'd to conſummate all its former Glo- 
ries. A Princeſs, Celebrated by Hiſtorians, of very different 


Opinions, and even by one of the rede her declared Ene- 
ieſt that ever wore a 


Religion with a gentle Hand, her Siſter had endeavour'd 


to extirpate with Fire and Flames; Repair d the Treaſure 
exhauſted; Recoin'd the Money debaſed; Secur d the Na- 
tion from Powerful Enemies abrœad, made yet more Pow- 


erful by deceitful Subjects at Home: So that ſhe ſpred the 


* 


Bleſſings of Peace over all the Land, for almoſt Twenty 
Years. Till being provoked to the laſt Degree by the Popes, 
ſhe uſed ſome neceſſary Remedies to reſtrain their Party: 
Reveneg'd the Injuries received, and prevented thoſe 8 


ſign'd from the King of Spain; by ſupporting the United 
Provinces, making the utmoſt efforts to their iberties ; by 
. afliſting King Henry the IVth. of France, ready to ſink un- 


der the mighty and ſucceſsful _ of the League. Upon 


the 


ham « 


T he Tntroduftion. 
the Ocean ſhe repulſ'd his Fleets with ſhame , whilſt with 


her own, ſhe inſulted him both in the Old and New World, 
and carried the Fame of her ſelf, and Nation throughout 


the Univerſe. 


Her great Council, the Parliaments were ſo ſatisfied with 
her Conduct, that they ſometimes gave her more than ſhe 
expected , and once more. than ſhe would receive. Her 
private Counſels were Wiſe , and directed by few; yet 
thoſe ſo well choſen, as reflected no leſs Honour upon her 
own Judgement, than Security on her People. The Lord 
Burleigh, Sir Nicholas Bacon, and Sir Francis Walſiugbam, were 
ſome of her moſt faithful and able Servants. The firſt of 
them ſeems to have been her chiefeft Miniſter for Forty 
Years ; and they all of them ſerved her with ſuch ſingular 
Ability and Fidelity , that they have appeared as Exam- 
ples, rather admired than imitated : Eſpecially Sir Francs 
Walfngham ; who, tho he was one of the Wiſe and moſt 
Sagacious Men of the Age , who had long undergon the 
the Office of principal Secretary of State, and often of Am- 
baſſador, and had ſurely the opportunity of enriching him- 
ſelf at the Publick Expence; yet he waſted both his own 
Health and Fortunes, for the Health and Proſperity of the 
Nation. Contenting himſelf with a true and laſting Glory, 
of having maintain d the Cauſe and Intereſt of his Religion, 
his Prince, and Country; and with the ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing his onely Child, by Urſula, the Daughter of Henry St. 
Barbe, Eſq; Married to Sir Philip Sidney, and after his un- 
timely and much lamented Death, to Robert D'Evereux Earl 


of Eſſex, two of the fineſt Gentlemen of their Times. 


In the choice of her Martial Men , the Queen had the 


_ fame, and perhaps a more peculiar Felicity; as it is obſerv- 


ed by one, that knew as well as any the Renowned Sir Walter 
Raleigh, in his Hiſtory of the World, in theſe Words. © That 
© her Majeſty had many Adviſed, Valiant and Faithful Men, 
© the Proſperity of her own Affairs did well witneſs ; who, 
in all her days, never received Diſhonour by the Cowar- 

* dize, or Infidelity of any Commander by her ſelf choſen 


_ © or emploied, 


But 
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But this Wiſe and Provident Lady, who had admired our 


Authors Ingenrous Parts, when a Boy, and employed 
them when a Man, had cheriſhed him rather with the Boun- 
ty of-her Voice, than of her Hand: For tho' ſhe made uſe of 
his Counſel in Matters of Law, and his Pen and Advice in 
ſome Matters of State, (as being every way qualified to 
ſerve her in both;) yet according to the Reports. of thoſe 
Times, his Merits were ſuppreſſed by the Jealouſies of one, 
who was near to the Queen, in Place and Power, tho' near 
to Mr. Bacon in Conſanguinity. So little is the Relation 


of Nature conſidered, where private Intereſt comes in Com- 


petition. 


Upon which account, it cannot be thought ſtrange ; 


That tho' he honoured the Memory of his Deceaſed Miſ- 
treſs, he ſhould pay ſome Adoration to the Rifing Sun: 
Which, whilſt many others, the moſt Zealous and Active 
did in Perſon , he performed by his Pen ; as will appear at 
the beginning of the following Letters, ſome of which, he 


Addreſfed to thoſe about his Majeſty , and one to the King 


himſelf. Wa 1 | 

For the Declaration of a Succeſſor, which the Queen 
could not be induced to make in her Health, being obtain- 
ed from her, in that Sickneſs , which put a Period to her 
Life, upon the 24th. of March 1603 ; had drawn the Eyes 
of all thoſe, who expected Place and Preferment towards 


the North. And the receiving the King into the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne, had diſſipated thoſe fears, into 


which many wiſe Men were fallen, through the Pretences 
and Titles to the Crown, about this time, induſtriouſly 
ſpread abroad. Yet notwithſtanding, the Subjection of the 
whole land to one King, the Reduction of Ireland, which 
had long given the Queen, much trouble, effected; there 
ſucceeded in the Opinion of many , but a Feeble and In- 
glorious Reign. 

The King was hardly Seated in his new Throne, when 
he gave one Inſtance of Deviating from the ways of his Pre- 
deceſſor , who had been ſo wary in Conferring Titles of 
Honour, that its true and ancient Path, though the Temple 


of Vertus, became almoſt viſible again. His Majeſty , as if 


he could not beſtow enough of Graces and Favours; for 
C#3) this 


vs vo . 


i 
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this new and eaſie Acquiſition ,- created ſeveral Hundred 
Knights, within a few Months after he came into England 
Tho' I think it may be affirmed, That this Dignity fell 
much upon Perſons of Eſtates, Families, and Merit, of which 
Number was Mr. Bacon Knighted at White-Hall , upon the 
22d. of July 1603, For what Reaſons, the King, ſome 
Years' alter, erected an Order, which engaged many of the 
prime Gentry oß the Nation, as being ſomething Superior 
in Honour, and much in Duration, and how far it has ſince 
varied from, and exceeded the Limits and Rules of its firſt 


Inſtitution, would be neeedleſs for me to obſerve. 


The two Crowns , being thus united in the Perſon of one 
King, there was nothing that he more earneſtly deſired and 
endeavoured ; according to the Text of Scripture , he In- 
ſcribed upon ſome of his Coin , Faciam eos in Gentem 
unam , than a real Union of the Nations: And that, as 
far as it. might be effected both in point of Natu- 
ralization with ſome Reſtrictions, as to enjoying Offices, &c. 


And by an Union of the greateſt part of the Laws. Where- 


in the King declares , his Intention was to conform the 
Laws of Scotland, to the Laws of England. For which pur- 
poſe, upon recommending this Affair to the firſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, an Act was paſſed , Authorizing certain Com- 
miſſioners to treat with others of Scotland, for the Weal of 
both Kingdoms. In which Number, Sir Fra. Bacon writes 
in one of theſe Letter, that he had the firſt Vote in the Houſe 
of Commons : As in another he ſaith, That in the Buſineſs of 
the Union, the Labour for Men of his Profeſſion, lay moſt 
upon his Hands. The Commiſſioners , after ſeveral Con- 
ferences, reſolved upon ſome Preliminaries , but differ'd in 
the manner, and extent of the Naturalization : Inſomuch, 
that the Novelty of the Argument, and the Weight and 
Conſequence: thereof, which exerciſed the Tongues, and 

Pens ot the Politicians' of thoſe Times, both within and 

without the Houſes of Parliament ; rendred all the King's 

Applications-and Speeches , to thoſe Aſſemblies, in a great 

meaſure ineſſectual. But, what he could not obtain of 
them, he did in ſome part, of his Judges, who in the Exche- 

quer- Chamber in the great Caſe of Calvin, reported by my 


Lord 
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Lord Cote, did almoſt unanimouſly reſolve, that the Scors 
which were born after the Acceſſion of the King, to the 
Crown of England, were Subjects thereof and not Aliens. Yet 
this ill Succeſs in K. James, hath not diſcouraged his Succeſ- 


fors to attempt the like, and particularly his preſent Maje- 
{ty ; upon which the Lords recommended a Bill to the Houle 
of Commons in a peculiar manner. And it ever this Matter 
comes to have the Conſideration it ſeems to deſerve , the 
Pains, and Care, and Caution, Sir Francis Bacon employ d 
in promoting and adviſing the Union, which appear in Two 
Speeches in Parliament, and Two little Tracts , Addreſs' d 
to the King, extant in the Reſuſcitatio , will very much Fa- 


cilitate all others Labours , and may poſſibly meet with a 


better Event. 
But if his Services therein were acceptable to the King, 
the Book, which he about the ſame time publiſhed , of the 


Progreſs and Advancement of Learning, was no leſs grateſul 


to the moſt Ingenious Schollars of the Nation. He had , 
whilſt he was very young, and in the Univerſity made ſome 
Reflections upon the Unproſperous State of the Common- 


wealth of Learning, That the Philoſophy, as uſualy taught, was 


more Accommodate to the Diſputation of the Schools, than 
to the Improvment of Reaſon, or Productive of any real Uſe 
to Mankind. So that tho' the ſtraitneſs of his Fortunes made 


him apply himſelf to a Profeſſion, and to the Laborious 


Study of the Municipal Laws ; yet the Greatneſs of his Wir, 
and earneſt Deſire of being Maſter of all the uſeful Know- 
ledge, devoted his leaſure hours, unto a ſerious peruſal of 
the beſt Ancient Authors, and a deep Contemplation of the 


Works of Nature. In theſe Intervals of time, he compoſed the 


Work Iam now ſpeaking of, Printed, tho ſomewhat incorrect- 


ly in two Books Quarto, in the Year 1605, which he Dedi- 


cated to his Majeſty , as the moſt Learned of Kings which 


Time had known, and with the 12th, and ſome follow- 


ing Letters, he preſents it to ſeveral of the Nobility. Burt, 


becauſe it was Written in the Engliſs Tongue, to the end that 
it might be Communicated to Foreign Nations; he does by 
a Subſequent Letter, deſire Dr. Playfer, the Divinity Bro- 
feſſor in Cambridge, and one Celebrated for his Parity in 


the Latine Stile, to render it into that Univerſal Language. 
The 
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The Doctor endeavouring to outdo himſelf, fell ſhort of 


himſelf, and ſent ſuch a Specimen of a Nice and Super- 


fine Verſion ; that the Author who always eſteemed Mat- 
ter above Words , never incouraged him to proceed there- 
It. | | 
Nor after the Doctor's Death, which happen'd in a few 
years, do I find that any other hand did undertake, or at leaſt 
accompliſh the ſame, till my Lord Bacon reviſed and inlarged 
the whole, and by the affiſtance of Mr. George Herbert, and 
ſome other Learned Men, put it forth in Latin, his Lord- 


ſhip very much correcting and altering thoſe Expreflions 
which £4 not attain to his own Conceptions. The Volume 


was Printed at London in the year 1623 in a very fair Editi- 
on in Folio, and ſoon after in France, Holland, &c. contain- 
ing in the whole Nine Books. The firſt of which is in a great 
meaſure a Tranſlation of the firſt Book of the former Edi- 
tion, wherein he refutes the ObjeQions that are made againſt 
Learning, conſiders the ill Eſtate and Diſadvantages it lies 
under, and laſtly the Dignity and Honour that belongs to 
the ſame. In the other Eight Books, wherein ſome things 


are omitted, many things added and amplified, the Author 


enters into a Summary Partition of the Sciences, and with a 
diligent eye ſurveys the uncultivated Parts of the Intellectu- 


al Globe; obſerves ſometime what is erronious, but chiefly 


what is deficient in Learning and Knowledge ; what is to be 
receiv'd, and what Materials are to be added, towards the 
erecting that new Fabrick of the Sciences which he had long 
had in Delign ; the Foundation whereof he begun to lay 
in his Novum Organum, the ſecond Part of his In/aurati 
magna Scientiarum. 1 | 

But if the Subject matter of that Work be often fo ab- 
ſtruſe, as to fly over many Peoples Heads; yet in his Al. 
vancement of Learning, his Thoughts are generally fo eaſie and 
clear, and produc d in fo exact a Method and Order, that 
as few Perſons can read it without inſtruction, ſo I think 
no Perſon can peruſe it without pleaſure, From this Tract 
it was that Monſieur de Coſtar ſelected ſeveral Paſſages, and 
ſends them among others of his Literary Commerce to that 
Fine Wit of France, Monſieur de Voiture, who makes this 


Judgement of them. I efteers all chat you ſent me of Bacon's 


to 
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to be admirable ; But would not Horace, 25 calls the Britains 
Fierce and Inboſpitable, be amax d to hear one of that Country diſ- 
courſe at ſuch a rate? Pity it is that a Work of ſo beautiful a 
Compoſition, written by a Perſon of fo inimitable an Engliſh 
Style, ſhould inſtead of being illuſtrated, be obſcur'd by the 
Hand of Dr. Wattes, who tho he had a great Veneration 
for my Lord Bacon, yet I think he ſometimes falls ſhort of 
his ſenſe, and oftner of his Spirit and Lite, in the 
Expreſſions which he. uſes in the Tranſlation he Publiſhed in 
T0490. | 

57 I proceed any. farther in this Introduction, to the 
end that no Reader may be altogether ignorant of the Cha- 


rater of two Great Men, whoſe Names and Actions he 


will often meet with in the following Papers ; I ſhall give 
ſome account of the Lord. Chancellor Elleſmere, and Sir 
Edward Coke Lord Chief Juſtice of the Commen-Pleas, and 
after of the Kings-Bench, both remarkable Men in their re- 
5 Courts of Lam and Equity: And howſoever they 
iſagreed towards the latter part of their Lives, I hope it 
will not be improper for me to place them ſo near together 
in this. | 
Sir Thomas Egerton deſcended, tho' in an oblique Line, 


from an Ancient Family in Cheſhire, and from Brazen-Noſe. 
College in Oxford remov'd to Lincolns-Inne ; where he ſo well 


improv'd his Time, that Queen Elixabeth made him her 


Solicitor and Attorney General, and at length Keeper of the 
Great Seal of England, in the year 1596. Which he carried- 


(with the additional Honour of Lord Chancellor and Baron 
of Elleſmere, given by. King James at his Acceſſion to the 


Crown) until the beginning of the year 1617, when ſink- 


ing under the weight of Seventy. ſeven years, tho in full 


poſſeſſion of the King's Favours, notwithſtanding what 


ſome Pamphleteers have reported; he intreated his * * 


by two Letters extant in the Cabala, to be diſcharg'd from 
an Office, which even in thoſe days was ſufficient to employ. 
the Powers of any Man, in the ſtrength and perfection bock 


of Body and Mind. Thoſe Letters as well as ſome others 
in this Collection, take notice of his Intentions:to have be- 


fore reſign d his Place, and wiiich he did ſoon after the King 


vil 
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had Created him Viſcount Brackley, and at a time, I think, 


when further Honours were deſign d for him. His Majeſty 

rted with an old and faithful Servant, with all imaginable 
| eden, and upon the Seventh of March 1616 commit- 
ted the Seal to the Cuſtody of Sir Frances Bacon, who was 


the very Perſon his Lordſhip deſired might fucceed him. But 
of this, as well as of ſome other things relating to this Lord, 


I ſhall have farther occaſion to ſpeak ; ſo that I ſhall onely 


add, that he died at Tork-Houſe in the Strand, upon the 
Fifteenth of the ſame Month, and was Buried at Dudleſton 


 inCheſhire, without any other Pompe or Glory, than what 


reſulted from the Fame of his -Virtuous Actions: Being a 


| Perſon of a ready 1 clear and ſolid Judgement, 


and conſummate Wiſdom. Sometime before he diveſted 
himſelf of the Chancellorſhip of England, he parted with 


that of the Univerſity of Oxford, where in the Gallery over 


the Schools is yet to be ſeen the Picture of his Perſon, 
which was ſo Venerable, that his Preſence and Carriage 
gave a Grace and Ornament to the Court in which he pre- 


ſided, as his Ability and Integrity did a Sanction to his De- 


crees. 5 . 

But if his Obſequiouſneſs to the King, with which Mr. 
Osborn and ſome others may charge him, does ſeem to de- 
tract from the Character I have given, admitting what they 
ſay to be true, (which is not always to be done in Perſons 


that appear more like Satyriſts than Hiſtorians,) yet in that 


he may be conſider d as leaning to the Diſeaſe of the Times; 


but that he was ever touched with corruption, I do not re- 


member it's any where ſuggeſted but by the aforeſaid Gen- 
ee, oat 536574 p el 3 


Dir Edward Coke was born in Norfolk, bred at Trinity College 


in Cambridge, and in the Inner Temple; where by his great 


Practice of the Common Law, bis Profitable Places therein, 
his Rich Wives, and long Life, he rais d that vaſt Eſtate 
tranſmitted to his Poſterity. And as he was eſteem'd the 


Oracle of the Laws in the Times he lived, to by the many 


Laborious Works he left; he continues ſtill to be the Guide 


and Director of all the Profeſſors in the Conduct of their 
Studies and Pradtice. After he had been once Speaker 


of the Houſe of Commons, Solicitor and Attorney General 


{or 
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ſor many years; he was made Chief Fuſtice of the 
Court of Common - Pleas in 1606, and of the King 
Bench in 1613. The chief Reaſons for which he was 
remov'd from the laſt, will be diſcover d in theſe Diſ- 
courſes on the year 1616; and ſome others are glan- 
ced at in the Speech the Lord Chancellor made to Sir 
Henry Montague his Succeſſor, Printed in Sir Francis Moor's 
Reports, pag. 825. The Reader will alſo underſtand in its 
proper place, how he again recover d and kept in the King's 
and Earl of Buckingham's Favours until the year 1621: when 
ſhewing himſelf an active and zealous Patriot in the Parlia- 
ment; he was upon the Diſſolution thereof Impriſon'd in 
the Tower, Cc. And continuing of the ſame mind in the 
other, which was afſembled in the latter end of K. Famess 
Time, King Charles in the firſt year of his Reign, did in 
order to prevent his ſerving again, appoint him to be High- 
Sheriff of Buckingham-ſhire, tho he had been lately a Privy- 
Counſellor, and not long before Lord Chief Fuſtice, and was 
then, as his Grandſon Mr. Roger Coke obſerves, Seventy ſeven 
years of Age. It may be preſumed that the ſerving of this 
Office contributed to animate the zeal and activity he ex- 
preſs'd in a ſubſequent Parliament; from the which, may be 
conjectur'd, that he retain'd his Vigor and Parts till near 
the end of his Life : Which he concluded in Septemb. 1634, 
at his Houſe at Stoke in Buckingham-ſhire. Having this Cha- 
racer given him by Judge Croke; That he was a Prudent, 
Grave and Learned Man in the Common Laws of this 
Realm, and of à Pious and Virtuous Life. But tho 
he commits a miſtake in ſaying that he died in the 
Eighty ſecond, which ought to be the Eighty ſiæth year of 
his Age; yet no doubt but his Commendation of Sir Ed. 
ward. is far from exceeding the Truth. As he was a Man, 
he was ſubje& to Failings and Paſſions, but never more diſ- 
cover d than in his earneſt, and if I may ſay, ungentle man 
like carriage in the proſecution of Sir Walter Raleigh : Nor 
does he then ſeem fo great an Enemy to the Prerogative, 
whilſt he was riſing in the King's Favour, as when he was 
fallen from it; which takes off from the uniformity of his 
Character. The differences between him and Sir Hanca Bacon 
were, as I conceive, Perſonal; my Lord Coke who had the 
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name of, the, greateſt» Lawyer, envied the other the Reputa- 
tion of being the greateſt-Scholar of the Profeſſion 3 and while 
he does ſomtime endeavouralittle unhappily to act that Part; 
Sit Francis by his nts then, and by what he has leſt re- 
lating to the Law, ſhews that he was not onely an able Pro- 
ficient therein, bur that if others had read or writ more in 
that Science, than himſelf ; yet few had read to better pur- 
poſe, or better conſider'd- the nature. of Laws, than he had 

e-+ as I may have occaſion to obſerve hereafter, and as 


the Reader may ſomething of the Diſagreements between 
theſe ewo Gentlemen from the 2oth Letter, | 


- But: Sir Francis Bacon s Merits procur'd him a better eſteem: 
and uſage, from Perſons in greater Place and Power than the 


Chief Fuſtice, and among others from the Lord Chancellor; 


to whom he addreſſes the 18th Letter with Propoſi- 


tinued the fame, eſ 


Profeſſion, and the Learning he was endued 


why the Place of Solicitor-General ſhould not be conſer d up. 


tions at large, to have the Hiſtory of Great Britain Dor had; 
ted under one King, repreſented by ſome able Hand in a 
manner becoming the Dignity of the Subject. The ſuc- 
ceeding Letter was preſented to his Majeſty —_ with 
a Specimen of the Beginning of a Hiſta of his 'Reigu ; 
which-no Perſon was likely to perform better than himſelf z 
fince Sir Walter Raleigh obſerves in his Preface to the Hiſto- 

ry of the World, © That the Laws and Kinds of Hiſtory. 
© had been taught by many, but by no Man better and with 


_&:reater brevity than by that Excellent Learned Gentleman 


« Sir Francis Bacon, viz. in his Advancement of Learning: And 
in reſpe& alſo that he himſelf ſaith, he ſhould wrice of 
Times, not onely ſince he could remember, but ſince he 
could obſerve. From what he has left, we have-reafon to wiſh, 
that Leiſure or Inclination had permitted him to have con- 


ſpecially ſince no Hand hath effected it 
to any ſatisfaction. But how well he ſueceeded. im relating 
the Hiſtory of the Reign of one of the Niſeſt of our R 


is ſufficiently acknowledged by other Nations as well == "A 
on. ee i lf ot 15 TUSTLR 
Let the Books he was known to read, beſides thoſe of his 
him ſo great 2 Benefactor to the Worldz had been 
turned to his own diſadvantage, and made uſe of 4 Reaſon 
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en him. This was a Preferment he had had in his Eye and his 
Hopes in the year 1595, through the Mediation of no leſs a 
Fayourite than the Earl of Eſex; But miſſing it then as well 
as aſter the King's Succeſſion to the Crown, he was re- 
| ſerv'd for better Fortunes upon the application he made by 
| ſeveral Letters in this Collection, about the beginning of 
the year 1607. And was ſworn into the Place on the 
Twenty fifth of June, upon the removal of Sir Fohn Dodde- 
* to be the King's Serjeant at Law. oO 
he next year gave the State ſome trouble, occaſion d by 
the Rebellion in the Province of Uſer, in the North parc 
of Ireland, through the great Lenity of the King. Which 
being happily compos'd in the year 1609 : His Majeſty, to 
the end that it might be put into a probable way of con- 
tinuing quiet to Poſterity, cauſed the forteited Eſtates, 
which amounted to a great Quantity of Acres to be ſold, 
and a new Plantation to be made ; which was carried on with 
the greateſt vigor by the City of London, at or near the 
Ci; of Derry, thenceforth' called London-Derry. Our Au- 
thor writing in one of the firſt of theſe Letters, that he al- 
ways withed well to this unpoliſhed Part of the Crown, 
doth with the 29th Letter preſent to his May 
a little Tract containing his Opinion, in what manner theft 
new Eſtabliſhments ought to be made. And 'tis probabte 
_ theſe Plantation in Þeland, and thoſe in the Weſt-Indies carried 
on in the beginning of this Reign, induced him to enter 
into further Conſiderations of this Subject, which are Pub- 
liſhed. in his Eſſays under that Title. 
About the time I conceive Sir Francs ſent the 
28th Letter to Sir George Carey the Leiger Ambaſſador at 
Pars together with a Treatiſe he had written in Latin in Fe- 
licem Memoriam Elizabethz, containing a ſhort account of the 
Felicities of Queen Elizabeth's Life and Reign. This he did 
in oppoſition to a Book, Intituled, Miſera Fæmina, under 
which notion the Pope had conſider d her in a Bull publiſh'd 
towards the end of her Life, while other Princes admired 


i her Happineſs; and this Piece he deſires the Ambaſſadbr to 
1 A anicate to Tbuanm, who was then compiting/ foine 
N Parts of his Celebrated Hifery Who in his 121 Book, 
3 which comprehends the year 1603, and wherein e gives ſo 
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juſt and great an Encommium of the Queen, he takes no- 
tice of his compoſing: the Relation thereof among others 
from this Manuſcript of Francis Bacon. yet the Author did 


Not think he had done ſufficient Juſtice to her Memory, un- 


leſs it were made publick at large zend therefore we are told 
that by one of his Wills he deſir d it might be done. Tho 
it was not performed till the year 1658, when Dr. Rawley 
Printed it among the Opuſcula. But the Doctor to make ſome 
Compenſation for this long Delay, rendred it alſo into Eu- 
gliſh, and in imitation of the Author's Style, as may be ſeen 
in the Reſuſcitatio, pag. 18 1. and which has ſince been added 
to a late Edition of his E. : N 
After theſe two Tracts, the one Political, the other Hi- 
ſtorical, comes to be conſider d a third Fruit of the ſame 
Brain, which I conceive ripen'd towards the latter end of 


this year, and was of a nature Philoſophical. It bears the 
Title of Cogitata & Viſa, and was ſent in Manuſcript with 


the zoth and following Letters to the Learned Dr. An- 
drews Biſhop of Ely, Sir Tho. Bodley, and Mr. Mathews, 
whoſe Judgements the Author much reſpected. In this In- 
genious Diſcourſe, which Sir Francs deſign'd to have ſup- 
preſſed from the Publick, it being his Intentions to write a 
juſt and perfect Volume of Philoſophy ; He conſiders the ill 
ſtate and Errors of Learning, (as he had in his Book. of Ad. 
vancement, the Defects and Neglected Parts) together with 
the means and endeavours that were to be applied for its 
Reformation. A great part whereof was I think afterward 
diſpers d in the Novum Organum ; and the whole was Print- 
ed by Iſaac Gruter among the Authors other Philoſophical 


Works: Who alſo Tranſlated into Latin, a large Letter con- 


tain d in the Cabala, wherein Sir Thomas Bodley made ſome 
Reflections upon the ſame; But whereas it is there dated 
the 19th of Febr. 1607. I conceive it is a miſtake, and mil. 
printed for 166909. 8-605. 0h 6 

In the year 1610, he publiſhed his Book de Sapientid Vete- 
rum; of the Wiſdom of the Ancients, which he Dedicated-to 
the Earl of Salabury, and the Univerſity of Cambridge, and 
with a Letter of the 27th of February, communicates the 


ſame to Mr. Mathew, whom no diſtance of Place, or Differ- 


ence in Religion could divide from his Friendſhip. The Au- 
thor - 


h Tavoidution. 


thor writ tins Originally in Latin, and therein he does Illu- 


ſtrate the meaning contain'd under ſome of the moſt noted 
Fables and Parables of Antiquity. In which Allegorical way, 
it was not onely familiar to the firſt Ages of the World to 
wrap up ſome of the Myſteries of their Religion, but to 
inſtill and inculcate Wifdom. The Interpretation thereof 
having been attempted, as the Author obſerves, in a vulgar 
manner, and by Men onely Learned in Common-Places : He 
does therefore in the laſt Chapter of the Second Book of 
the Advancement of Learning, reckon the want of a nobler 
and better Conſtruction among the Deſiderata and Deficients 
in Learning; and therein ſelects three Examples out of this 
Book, in which may be ſeen how much Natural, Political, and 
Moral Wiſdom is contain'd under the Fables of Pan, Per ſeus 
and Dionyſus. Sir Arthur Gorges rendred the whole into En- 
gliſh, which is uſually added to the Author's Eſſayes; and it 
is to this Book the Great Poet as well as Traveller Mr. George 
Sandys doth in his Learned Notes on his Verſion of Ovid's 
Metamorphoſis, acknowledge himſelf to be much indebted, 
ſtyling my Lord St. Allans, The Crown of all Modern 
Authors. 

Sir Francs Bacon having ſerv'd the King as his Solicitor-Ge- 
eral, from the year 1607, not without expectation from, 
and application to his Majeſty to be made his Attorney (as 

ars by ſome of the ſucceeding Letters) did upon the 27 
of Octob.- 1613, obtain that Place. His Predeceſſor Sir 


Henry Hobart was conſtituted Chief Fuſtice of the Court of 


Common-Pleas, where he continued with much Reputation 


till the year 1625, in which he died upon the 28th of De- 


cember, at his Houſe at Blickling in Norfolk ; and had given 
him by Sir George Croke one of the Judges of the ſame Court; 
and at the ſame time, the Character of being a moſt Lear- 
ned, Prudent, Grave and Religious Judge. But there 


needs no other Teſtimony of the ſtrength and clearneſs of 


his Reaſon, as well as knowledge in the Law, than the Mo- 


nument he has erected to his own Fame in his: Arguments and 


Reports of Caſes adjudged in the Court wherein he pre- 


ſided: - « 5 I Ne 
Upon theſe Preferments there ſucceeded into the Place 


of Solicitor-General, Mr. H. Telverton, as he had a little before 
| unto 
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ſtate of his Father. There were 


E 


te of his Father, There were many Candidates 
; Office, but whether he obtain d it by the means 
of the Vicount ef Rocheſter, the King's then Favourite; 

and that afterwards in Gratitude to him he rather ventur d 
to incur the Royal Dil etna? than to appear againſt him, 


upon his Trial for the Death o Sir Tamar Overbury, is more 
than I can affirm. Onely thus much I have obſerv d, that 
in the management thereof, and of the Trials of the other 
- Criminals concern d in that affair, the Attorney and other 
Coungcel of the King's had their Parts, whereas the Solicitor 
is never named. But however that be, it may be very well 
aſſerted, that few ever deſerv d the Place better than him- 
ſelf, having been for about ten years in full Buſineſs and Re- 
putation at the Kings-Bench Bar, proceeding from his great 
_ Abilities, which his Reports of the Caſes adjudged in thoſe 
Times, and digeſted with ſo great Perſpicuity and Brevity 
doch very much declare. | 20 
But the great Opinion the King ſometime had of him, 
his falling afterwards under his Majeſty's Frowns, and the 
Cenſure of the Parliament, having ſubjected his Story to 
the Notice of many Pens, by ſome imperfectly, and by 
others as untruly related; I ſhall from ſuch Informations as 
T have ſeen, and may be more depended upon, place it in 
a better Light. And deſire pardon if I am longer in my 
Diſcourſes of this Gentleman, than of others whoſe Names 
and Actions are alſo treated in the following Letters. Since 
thereby I deſign to do but Juſtice to the Memory of a very 
worthy. Perſon, whoſe Affections and Friendſhip to ſome 


r 


- 


of my Anceſtors require no leſs a performance. 
He deſcended both by Father and Mother from two an- 
cient. and gentile Families. That of his own Name had long 
flouriſhed in the County of e dec and particularly as Sir 
Henry Spelman oblerves at Rongbam, from the time of King 
Richard. the Second. His Father Sir Chriſtopher being a 
younger Brother, applied himſelf to the Study of the Com- 
mon Lam, and thereof was made a Serjeant, Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, and one of the Fudges'of the Kings-Bench 
in the time of Queen Elizaberh,” Marrying Margaret the 
Daughter of Thomas Caresby of Fiton and Whifton in Northamp- 
tonſhire, he had by her his Eldeſt Son, Mr. Henry lelverton. 


born 


born the agth of Fane, in the year 2566. Who after ſoine 
Academical Education at Oxford, was removed unto Gy ey. 


vun, to be under the more 1 
his Father. „ | = | 
Soon after that he was made the King's Solicitor, his Ma- 

jeſty confer d upon him the Honour of Knighthood ; and 
caking notice of his Abilities, took him. into a more than 
ordinary degree of his Favour, ſo that he often requir d his 
Preſence and Aſſiſtance at the Council. Table. Upon the call- 
ing a Parliament in the year 1614, it was refolv'd by the 
King and Council, .to have him recommended to be Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons. But upon farther Conſideration, 
that his Services might be of more uſe out of the Chair, he 
was ſent to. Mr. Serjeant Crewe, afterwards Chief Juſtice 
af the Kings-Bench, with an account of the King's Purpoſe, 
to have him placed therein; who was accordingly choſen 
by the Commons. And ſome Objection being made in that 
Aſſembly againſt the receiving of Sir Francs Bacon, as one 
that by his Place of Attorney was to attend the Howſe of Peers, 
upon a Speech made by the Solicitor, the Houſe was ſatisfied, 
and the Anorney admitted. But this Parliament being diſſol- 
ved in a Heat, there was little done that Seſſions, but a great 
deal after it, tending to a breach of Priviledge of the Con- 
mass by Impriſoning ſome of the moſt active Members. 
Upon the 12th of March 1615, Sir Henry Telverton was 
made Attorney-General, fo that if his Majeſty was diſpleas d 
for his refuſing to appear againſt the Earl of Somerſet at his 
Trial, which was but in the May before, his anger was not 
of a long continuance, nor had it any ill effect. But that 
the King afterwards reſented ſome carriage of the Attorney, 
(but chiefly, as I conceive, through miſinformation) I have 
reaſon to believe from a Letter of his, I remember to have. 
ſeen, dated the beginning of October 1617, and written 
to his Majeſty then lately return d from Scotland, and whom 
he had waited upon at Coventry, the Second of September be- 
fore. He therein complains of his unhappineſs to fall under 
* his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure, who had made him almoſt the won- 
der of his Favour, that he.conceiv'd.it to ariſe from ſome . 
* accident befell in the late buſineſs of the Marriage of Sir 
© Fobn Villiers ; as alſo from a Report, as if he had was | 
x ome. 


immediate care and example of 
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© ſome Speeches to the diſhonour of the Earl of Buckingham. 
In both which Caſes he ſo far Vindicates his Innocence, 
that he ſoon recover'd the Kings gogd Graces, tho' he was 
for ſome Years looked upon with an evil Eye, by that pow- 
erful Lord, for oppoſing according to the Duty of his Place 
ſome Oppreflive , if not Illegal Patents , the Projectors of 
thoſe Times were buſie in preparing: and nothing being 
left unattempted to remove him (tho' he had been long 
ſupported by the King) it is no wonder that ſo great a Fa- 
vourite at laſt effected his defires. | os 
For in the Year 1620, Mr. Attorney being queſtioned 
for paſſing certain Clauſes in a Charter, lately granted to 
the City of London, not agreeable to his Majeſty's Warrant 
and derogatory to. his Honour and Profit : It was reſer d 
to my Lord Chancellor and ſome others, to conſider ot che 
offence, &c. Whereupon his Lordſhip, and Secretary Cal- 
vert deliverd him a Meſſage from the King, whereby he 
was offer d to ſubmit himſelf in private, or detend himſelf 
openly : Being it ſeems, advited to comply with the firſt 
Propoſition , he anſwer d, the Offer was gracious , the 
Choice eaſie, and Mercy free: But this Submiſlion Signed 
by his Hand not being thought by the Committee of 
Council Satisfactory enough, but that the ſame ought to 
be upon Record, as well as the Surrender of the City-Char- 
ter, as appears by their Letter in this Collection, dated the 
16 of June 1620. An Information was prefer d againſt the 
Attorney, the Mayor, & c. of the City in the Star- Cbamber; who 
taking this Proſecution for a Trial, whether he would rely 
on the King, altho' he ſaith, there was offer d unto him and 
his Councel, ſuch a way of Defence, by which he might 
have eſcaped ; yet he rather choſe to confeſs the Points of 
the Charge, and ſubmit himſelf in his Anſwer to the King's 
Mercy. Atter which he received a Commandment not to 
ſpeak, or write to His Majeſty : So far, a, Gentleman of 
his own retinue Wiites, his Potent Enemies had prevailed 
againſt him. 8 
Upon the 27th. of G&ober following, this Cauſe was 
brought to a Hearing, before a very, great Pretence and 
Audience. And the Information being opened by Serjeant 
Crewe, and the Attorneys Anſwer by Mr. John Finch; be 


flirſt 
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himſelf deſired, and obtained liberty to ſpeak. Wherein 
he ſaid he came to ſecond his Submiſſion drawn by the 
Pen of others ; and alledged, that the Errors he was guilty 
of, proceeded from Ignorance , Miſpriſon, and chiefly 
Credulity , and not from any Corruption : Which tho' at 
firſt might be ſuſpected, was not now the leaſt laid to his 
Charge , and concluded his Speech , which is Printed in 
the Cabala, Pag. 375. with a Requeſt to their Lordſhips; 
that ſince the Charter was now given up, His Majeſty 
might be acquainted with his Submiſſion, before they went 
on with the Cauſe, himſelf remaining ſtill a Priſoner to 
his Juſtice. Sir Edward Coke in the firſt place oppoſed the 
motion, as did the Chief Fuſtice, and ſome others : But the 
Duke of Lenox, who had been always favourable to the 
Attorney, and the Earl of Pembroke, who openly promiſed 
to move the King on his behalf , carried it againſt them , 
by the conſent of the reſt of the Court , to the great Satis- 
tation of the Aſſembly, 8 


XV11 


Notwithſtanding, . the Cauſe was remitted by his Majeſty * 
upon the 8th. of November. When the King's Solicitor and 


Council Learned, inſiſted upon the ſeveral Parts of the 
Information ; and that, tho' there was no Corruption of 
Reward laid to his Charge, yet that there was a Corrupti- 
on in Affection, not to be allowed in a Man of ſo eminent 
a Place, and Knowledge as he was. But one of the De- 


fendants chief Council being taken ſuddenly ill, the Court - 


was Adjorn'd till the Friday following, being the roth. of 
November; at which time his Council anſwered ſo effectu- 
ally to the Inconveniencies, urged to have ariſen from ſe- 
veral Clauſes in the Charter , that the chief Reaſon which 
induced the Court to cenſure him, proceeded from his 


Digreflion from the King's Warrant; which they looked 
upon as a Breach of Truſt in ſo Principal a Miniſterial | 


Officer as he was, not to be excuſed by Error, Ignorance, 
or Credulity. Sir Edward Coke, whoſe place it was to be- 
gin, concluded his long and bitter Speech, with a Fine 
of £000 l. and loſs of his Place, which the reſt of the Court 
moderated to 4000 l. diſcharging him of his Place by way 
of Opinion, but ſubmitting the ſame to the King, during 
whoſe pleaſure, they alſo ſentenc'd him to Impriſonment 
in the Tower. EEC Yer 


Vet Sir Hem Teles; who was Sequelired from the 
Execution of his Office, upoh the 27th of Fine , was not 
wholly deprived thereof, till the Fanuary following ; when 
Sir Thomas Coventry the Kings Solicitor , was made his Artor- 
ve; General; from whence: he was advanced to be Lord: 
Keeper of the Great Seal, in the firſt year of King Charles , 
47 enjoy d the ſame full Fiſteen years, wicht a general Sa- 
tislaction, being an Ingenious, Wiſe, and Eearned Man 
in his Profeſſion. Purſuant to the aforeſaid Sentence , Sir 
Henry was committed to the Tower, and while he lay there, 
he was by ſome of the Zealous Townſmen of Northampton, 
choſen one of their Burgeſes, to repreſent them in the enſu- 
"Sur inſtead of appearing in the Houſe of Commons as -a 
Member, he was in the April following 5 accuſed by them 
to the Lords as a Deliquent ; being ſuppoſed to be guilty 
of ſome unjuſtifiable Actions, relating to the Patents of Innes 


and Ofterys, and of Gold and Silver Thread, as alfo for Sign- 
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Virtue of theſe Patents, Sir Giles Monipeſſon, and Sir Francis 
Michel, the chief Projectors of them, at leaſt of the firſt, 
had exacted ſeveral Sums of Money from the Subject, or 
Impriſon d, or Proſecuted them for refuſal: So that in the 
ſucceeding Parliament, they were complain d of as a very 
great Grievance, and the Patents called in; as in the pro- 


ing ſome Dormant Marrants, without ſufficient Authority. B 


s of theſe Letters may apppearrtrt. 
1 bern ed by Abr, that this Accuſation rendred 
Sir Henry the leſs Offender, and that thereby he had op- 
portunicy of ſpeaking , that at the Bar which he durſt not 
lay in the Tower : declaring that he thought himlelf happy 
to be {ent to that Honourable Houſe: yet that ſince Wiſ⸗ 


dom required tine, tho Innocence hath her preſent an- 
fwer, he defired fome time for Conſideration. But added 
withal, that the chief complaint againſt him, was concern- 
ing the Patent of Gold, &c. and that of Innes and Ofterys ; 
of which bel, i he deter well of his Majeſl , ir was in 
thar Mater, and ther the-King-and the'Subje@t were more 
abuſed by that Patent, than by any” other S for the oppoſing 
of which, he conceiv'd he ſuffer'd at that day. The King 
being informed of this Paſſage, came to the Parliament, and 


juſti- - 


which he concluded with a Speec 
Volume of Ruſhworths Hiſtorical Collections, Pag. 32. repre- 


The Introduction. 


juſtified his Arrorneys moderate Behaviour, and Oppoſition : - . 


to the Proſecution of the Inne-keepers, and that he himſelf 


difliked thoſe Proceedings n Subjects: But ſince 
Yelyerton had taxed His Majeſty, that he ſuffer d at that day 
fot his good ſervice therein, he required their Lordſhips 


to do him Juſtice, and puniſh the Slander, | 
Sir Henry Yelverton coming ſhortly after before the Lords, 
gave in a particular? 


wer to 221 Article of the Charge, 
1, Printed in the firſt 


3 
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ſenting his misfortune to lie under the diſpleaſure of fo 
great a Favorite as Buckingham ; from whom Sir Giles Mom- 
peſon brought him a Meſſage , that he ſhould not hold his 
Place a Month, if he did not conform himſelf better to the 


Patent of Innes 3 for my Lord had obtain'd it by his Favour, 
and would maintain it by his Power, And then Sums up all 
1n theſe Words. 1 FF 
Soon after, I found the Meſſage in part made good; 
lor all the Profits almoſt of my Place were diverted from 
me, and turned into an unuſual Channel, to one of my 
Words Worthies, that I retained little more than the name 


* of Attorney. It became ſo fatal and ſo penal, that it be- 


© came almoſt the Joſs of a Suit to come to me. My Place 
was but the Seat of Winds and 7 —_ 5 


„ Howbeit, I dare ſay, If my Lord of Buckingham had 


but read the Articles exhibited in this place againſt Hugh 


Spencer, and had known the danger of placing, and diſ- 


placing Officers about a King, he would not have pur- 
ſued me with ſuch bitterneſs. But by oppoſing my Lord 


© in this Patent of nes, in the Patent of Ale-bouſes, &c. 


© theſe have been my overthrow , and for theſe I ſuffer at 
_ © this day in my Eſtate and Fortune, (not meaning to ſay, 
I take it, but as I know, and for my humble Oppoſiti- 


© ons to his Lordſhip) above Twenty Thouſand Pounds. 


The King hearing of this Speech, acquainted the Lords 
that he intended to do himſelf Juſtice , and repair the diſ- 
honour it reflected upon him, which they beſought His 
. "Majeſty to leave to them: Who without taking any notice 
of the Charge, exhibited by the Commons, did upon the 
- 16th of May 1621, proceed to Sentence, and declared, that 


* 
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the ſaid Sir, Henry Yelwerton, for his Speeches utter'd here in 
Court, Which dg: tauch the King's: Mayeſties: Honour , ſhall 
be Fined to the King in Tes thouſand Marks, be Impriſon d 
during Pleaſure , and make Submiſſion to the King: And 
for thoſe which touch'd the Marquis of Buckingham , he 
ſhould be Fined 5000 Marks, &c. Upon which his Lord- 
ſhip ſtood up, and did freely remit him his, and the Prince, 
and the Houſe of Peers, agreed to move his Majeſty to mi- 
tigate the other. Je 1 Re 4159; any io 3S9, 39 90 200 ws 8 
What part of theſe Fines to the King were forgiven, I 
know not, but I conjecture. he was ſoon after diſcharg'd 
his Impriſonment , and became again a Practiſer at the 
Bar: Till upon the firft of May 1625, a Gentleman from 
the Duke of Buckingham, who Paine before, was:pleas'd 
to be reconciled to him, did without his knowledge, bring 
him a Warrant from the King, ſignifying his pleaſure to 
make him a Fudge of the Court of Common-Pleas, In Order 
whereunto he was made a Serjeant, on the 1oth-of the ſame 
Month, Inſcribing upon his ſings, abs Motto, Stat Lege 
Corona. In ͤ this place he remained till his Death; .tho' if 
the Reports taken notice of by Biſhop Hacket,” in the Life 


of Dr. Williams, Arch-Biſhop of York, and ſome other Wri- . 


ters be true, he had been made Lord Keeper of the Great 
Seal, if the Duke of Buckingham had not been cut off. The 
Writer of a Pamphlet, called the Court and CharaGer of 
King James, which delivers all things at random; ſays, 
this Favour of the Dukes was prevented by the Judges 
Death, altho' he ſurvived the Duke above a year and half: 
But I ſuſpe& the truth of the Relation in general, not re- 


mombriog to have ſeen any thing of it, in ſome private 
0 


Letters of thoſe Times, and Written by himſelf and Friends. 
Nor was it very probable, That a Perſon of his Moderati- 
on and Integrity, who lamented ſome Irregularities of 

thoſe Times, ſhould be far advanced in the. 
Beginning to be ſenſible of the Infirmities of Age, he 


concluded, a Letter, Written on the 15th of January 168, 


to a; Perſon. he much loved. And I pray help me now 

with Davids Prayer, that God will not forſake me in mine 

Old Age, but that the weaker I grow, the ſtronger L may 
| ; be a 
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be in him. And Sickening thereupon, he died at his 


Houſe in Alderſgate feet, upon the 24th. of the ſame 
Month; and ein thence: his Body was carried into North- 
amptonſhire, and Buried in his Pariſh Church of Eaſton Mau- 
dit ; in the North Ifle whereof his Son Erected a Monu- 
ment, with two Effigies, repreſenting him and his Lady at 
full Length, and with an Inſcription declaring his Virtues. 
But I ſhall onely take notice of two Characters, which 
cannot be ſuſpected of the leaſt Partiality: The firſt given 
by one of his on Profeſſion, and: of his own Times, and 


which I preſume did expreſs the ſenfe of them, and is 
found in two Books of the Law, viz. in Hetleys Reports, 
and the other which bears the Name of the Lord Keeper, 
Littletons Reports, tho I conceive it was never Compoſed 


./ ONS 
by him. 


Memorandum, That upon Sunday Morning, being the 


c 24th. of January 1653 » died Sir Henry Telverton Puiſne 
© Fudge of the Common-Pleas , who before had been Attorney 


© General to King James, and afterwards-incurring his dit- 


pleaſure, was diſplaced and cenſured in the Star- Chamber. 


He then became a Practiſer again at the Bar, from which 
© he was advanced by King Charles to be a Judge. He was 


© a Man of profound Knowledge in the Common Laws, 
© and Ingenious and Eloquent in Expreſſion; and for his 
Life of great Integrity and Piety , and his Death univer- 
ally bewailed.': ... 7, I 333-4 


The other is part of a ſhort Preface to his Reports, Pub- 


liſhed by Serjeant Wilde, a little after the Reſtauration of 


King Charles the II. 


% 


To the Reſtitution. of the Laws (which this Age hath . 


* moſt happily attain d) we Conſecrate theſe Monumental 


Remains of Sir Henry Telverton' ; a Perſon of ſo compleat a 


Judgment, and renowned Abilities in this moſt, Honoura- 


© ble Science, advantaged by the Times, wherein he both. - 
© practis'd and Judged, which were Learned, and ennobled 
«by many eminent Sages of the Law his Contemporaries ; 
© that we ſhall not need to direct your Acceptance of theſe 
© his Judicious Collections, which his own exquiſite Pen hath 6 


1 3 
*. 


commended to the World, G. 


— 
' 
| 
| 


1 hope che miſtakes of. ſome. Authors, relating to this 

pear ſo viſible to any ons that ſhall have the Inclination 
to peruſe fo looſe a Writer, that I need not trouble the 
Reader with a more particular Confutatio . © 


” 7 


of the Couneil to Queen Elizabeth, and Edith, St. Barbe, Siſt- 
er to the Lady Walſingbam; he had among other Children, 
his Son and Heir Chriſtopher, Knighted in 1623, and made 
a Baronet in 1641: Who by. Anne the youngeft Daughter 
of Sir William Twyſden of Eaſt-Peckham in Kent, Knight and 
Baronet, left Sir Henry Telvertan; his onely Son: Who regei- 
ving his Academical Education, under the care of Dr. Wil- 
Eins, the eminent Warden of Hadbam Colledge in Oxford , 
did, towards the end of the late Times of Confuſion, receive 
into the care of himſelf and Family, Dr. Moreton, Biſhop of 
Durham; ſeeing that his extreme Age, and great Labours 
for the Proteſtant Religion, and the Church of England, 
could not protect him 1 San the Troubles, the reſt of his 
Order underwent. . But Sir Henry having ſhewn' himſelf to 
be a Gentleman of great Worth, and as great Learning as 
moſt of that rank in the Nation, was taken off in October 
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againſt, the chief Juſtice Coke was not prevailed upon. to 
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give his, withour i e y, (as will appear there- 
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in) as a thing unu ſual, and Which he fear'd might be of 


ill conſequence. But tho” Peacham was Indicted and found 


guilty , yet he was not Executed. Judge Croke obſerving 
in his Reports of the Time of King Charles, Pag. 125. that 
many of the Judges were of Opinion, that it was not High-- 


Treaſon, How much harder Fate, a Gentleman of Quality 
and Learning ſufferd, not many years ſince, in'a caſe not 


unlike, I need not remember, the Legiſlature of the Nation 


having done it by reverſing the Judgment. 


The other Caſe was that of Owen, of Godftowe in Oxford- 
hire, who returning out of Spain, did not onely affirm; but 


a Doctrine, which tis probable Sua- 


inforce with Reaſons, a Doctrine, which tis 
722, and ſome other Jeſuits had diſſeminated in that Coun- 


E 7 
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Poſition in direct Terms, contrary to the late Oarh of Ale- 
gance, and of dangerous conſequence , if believed and pro- 


Paz ated ; it was { Dough ee that he ſhould be made 


an Example. And according ly in Eaſter- Term 1615, he 
was Proſecuted and Convicted in the King - Bench: My 


Lord Coke and the other Judges of that Court declaring, 


That it was High Treaſon , within the Statute of the 25th, 


Year. of Edward the III. great part of the Charge Sir Fran- 
c Bacon delivered againſt him at his Trial, is extant in the _ 


. Reſuſeitatio, pag. 67. 1281 191 


* „ 
. 


From the Court of Kings-Bench ; 


me to the Court of Star- Chamber. For a Parliament having 


been convened in the year 1614. and the King's Expecta- 
tion of Supplies defeated by the Heats of ſome of the Lo W- 


_er-Houle, which haſtened a Diſſolution ; Several of the 


' Nobility and Clergy about Ton dim, made at leaft;aſeeming, _ 


: ie Preſent to the King, Which the Commcil raking 


notice of, and being willing to encourage ſuch an Exam- | 
ple, and make it more diffuſive; they writ Letters to the 


Sheriffs , and Fuſtices of Peace of the Counties, and Ma- 
9 Seo ſeveral Corporations, informing them what had 
been done above, ind how acceptable and ſeaſonable the 
Bounty of his Subjects would be to the King and his Ocea- 
ſions: But without any Clauſes of Compulſion, or requir- 


ing 


. 
* 
8 


try, That F the King were, excommunicated and deprived by tbe 


oe, it was lawful for any Perſon to kill bim. This being a 


the ſame Letters lead 
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ing of teturhing of the Names of fuch as ſhould refuſe. 
Mong others, one was directed to the Mayor of Marlbo- 
rough in Wiltſhire, where Mr. Oliver St. Fobn, a Gentleman 
of an ancient Family was then reſiding : Who being con- 
ſulted thereupon , he wrote a Letter to the Mayor , upon 
the 11th. of Ofober 1614. (which is Printed in the Cabala, 
pag. 1875 repreſenting to him, that this Benevolence was 
againſt the Laws, Reaſon , and Religion © Inſinuating, 
That the King by promoting the ſame had violated his 
Coronation Oath ; and that by ſuch means as theſe King 
Richard the II. had given an opportunity to Henry TV. to 
deprive him of his Crown; deſiring, if he thought fit, to 
communicate his Sentiments to the Fuftices , who were to 
meet about the Benevolence. For this action, Mr. St. Fohn 
was Proſecuted in the Srar-Chamber , and upon the 15th of 
April 1615, the Cauſe was brought to a Hearing, as ap- 
pears by Sir Francis Bacon's Letter of that date. In this 
Court, which was Compos'd of a great many Lords of the 
Council, the chief Fuſtices and chief Baron; ſome of them 
thought, that this Offence was of a higher Nature than a 
Contempt: But they all agreed, That this Benevolence, as 
it was circumſtanced, was not reſtrain'd by any of the Acts 
of Parliament, which Prohibits that ſort of Taxation , and 
that the Defendant ſhould be Fined 5000 /. Impriſon'd du- 
ring the King's Pleaſure, and make Submiſſion in Writing, 
which he accordingly did. 72 UT & SO 
In the ſucceeding Reign, this Matter was carried on with 
a much higher Hand. For upon Commiſſions which were 
given out, to raiſe Money by a Loane, according to the 
Valuations of Eftates : Several Gentlemen of Quality were 
Impriſon'd for refuſing to Subſcribe thereunto , and among 
others Sir Thomas Wentworth , afterwards the eminent Earl 
of Strafford, And the whole Proceeding was ſo ill reſent- 
| ed by the Commons, and as it were denounced againſt by 
Sir Ehvard Coke , that it was condemned and declared ille- 
gal in the Petition of Right, preſented to King Charles, and 
Eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament, in the Third Year of his 


Reign. 


But 


Parents. With what ſwiftneſs he roſe in the King's Af- 
fections, it will be eaſie diſcover'd by obſerving the 


ONS 
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mons, for breaking off a Treaty of Marriage, ſo long carri- 
ed on in Deluſion of the King, and Diſcontent to the Peo- 
ple;will have Idea's of him far differing from thoſe who ſhall 
only behold him Painted out in the Colours of the 2d Parlia- 
ment of K. Charles. By which he is repreſented as Guilty of ac- 
cumulating many Honours and Places of Truſt and Profit, ſome 
of them improper for a Perſon of ſo young an Age; others 
inconvenient in one Hand, if not incompatible ; of divert- 
ing ſo great a proportion both of Lands and Money of the 
Crown, from the publick Service, to his, or his Friends 
private advantage ; and of many other offences particularly 
ſet forth in their Impeachment. And laſtly of miſcarrying 
afterwards in the Relief of Rochelle, by ſome attributed to 
his want of Conduct, or to worſe Principles; whereby ſo 
reat a Blow was given to the Intereſt of the Reformed Re- 
eren in France. All which raiſed ſo Popular an Odium 
upon him, that tho he better eſcaped the Zeal of two Par- 
liaments by their ſudden Diſſolutions, than probably he 
would have done by his Trial and Anſwers, how effectual 
ſoever they might be thought; yet he ſeems to have fallen 
upon the 23d of Auguſt 1628, as a Victim to the Rage of 
the People, tho a ſingle and a diſcontented Hand gave the 
ftroke that put a Period to his Life, when he had juſt com- 
pleated the 36th year of his Age. = En. 
| Having thus briefly run over the Cauſes of the Fall of this 
Great Favourite, | am by the Courſe of many'of the follow- 
ing Letters written in the latter end of the Year 1615, and 
the beginning of the next, obliged to look into the chief, 
if not onely cauſe of the Fate and Ruine of his Predeceſſor. 
They relate very much the Cautions that were to be ob- 
ſerv'd, and the meaſures that were to be taken before the 
Earl of Somerſet, and his Lady, were to be brought to their 
Trials for the Impoyſoning of Sir Thomas Overlay. This is 
a2 Story well known in the general, yet perhaps I may not 
diſpleaſe the Reader, to lay before his view a particular ac- 
count of this Tragedy. 5 
For which purpoſe it will be neceſſary to look back a 
few years, wherein we ſhalt find Sir Robert Carre a young. 
Gentleman of Scotland ſtanding in great Favour with the 
King, Created Viſcount Rocheſtcr, and not long after Earl 
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of Somerſet. But if the King diſcharg'd his Secrets and Cares 
into the Boſom of this Lord, his , F repos d himſelf 


to a great degree in the Advice and Friendſhip of Sir Tbomas 
Overbury. He was Son to Sir Nicholas Overbury of Bourton 
upon the Hil in Glouceſterſhire ; Educated at Queens- College in 
Oxford, and in the Middle-Temple in London; of which So- 
ciety his Father was one of the Governours. After ſome 
time ſpent beyond the Seas, he was at his return look d up- 
on as endued with Excellent Parts, both natural and ac- 
quired, and with Wiſdom and Knowledge above his years. 
The Lord Rocheſter imbraced him with ſo entire a Friendſhip, 
that exerciſing (by his Majeſty's ſpecial Favour) the Office 
of Secretary Proviſionally, he not onely communicated to 
Sir Thomas the Secrets, but many times committed to him 
the Packets and Letters unopen'd before they had been peru- 
ſed by the King or himſelf, which as it prevail'd too much 
upon his early years, ſo as to make him in the opinion of 
ſome thought haughty and ambitious;yet he was fo far from 
violating his Truſt and Confidence, that he remains now an 
Example, among others, that have ſuffer'd in their Perſons, 
or their Fortunes, for a Freedom of Advice, which none 
but ſincere Friends will give, and many are ſuch ill Friends 
to themſelves, as not to receive, The occaſion whereof 
was this: 6 1 e 
My Lord of Eſſex having been Married very young unto 
the Lady Frances Howard Daughter of the Earl of Suffolk, 
was ſent abroad for ſome years; and returning about the 
time he came of full Age, to enjoy his Plentiful Eſtate, and 
beautiful Wife; he found notwithſtanding all his kind- 
neſs to her, her Affections alienated from him, and placed 
in ſo high a degree upon the Perſon of the Lord Rocheſter, 
that ſhe uſed all the arts her ſelf, or wicked aſſiſtants could 
invent, to render Eſſex as cool and impotent towards her, as 
ſhe was indifferent to him. It was no difficulty for her to 
obtain the love of the other young Lord, but how to re- 
move a Husband ſhe hated, and obtain for a Husband the 
Man ſhe loved, required the skill and conduct of her Uncle 
the Old Earl of Northampton, a Man of Great Learning, and 
ſince the King's Acceſſion to the Crown in great Favour ; 
which was effected in this manner. 
| 66 Com- 
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made on the behalf of the Counteſs, 
tho the had been long mafrięch ſhe had not enjoy d the 


Comf Its of. the Con ugal Bed. The Arch 


| ed. The, Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury with ſome other Biſhops and. Civil Lawyers, were Dele- 
gated to examine into the validity of her Proofs and Alle- 
gation. . The Earl whether or no wearied with his Wife, or 
really become by their Contrivances, Imbecillas quoad Hanc, 
did not much conteſt the Matter, ſo that by the Majority 
of the Commiſſioners the Marriage was declared Null, and 
the Parties at liberty to Marry again. But the Arcbbiſbop 
and ſome others diſſenting, this Affair did not paſs over 
without the Cenſure of the Times. Herein Sir Thomas Over- 
bury, who is ſaid to have been averſe to the Houſe of the 
Howards, acted the Part of a true Friend with greater Free- 
dom than ſecurity to himſelf ; Dehorting the Lord Rocbeſter 
from Marrying this Lach, with many Reaſons; ſome of 
them reflecting upon her, all of them tending to fruſtrate 
her Deſigns : It turned her Rage and Anger into Fury, not 
to be ſatiated but with his Death, Tho the procuring there- 
of, coſt her ſelf and Friends much trouble in the end, and- 
left an ill ſtain upon che memory of the Earl of Nerthamp- 
eee e atone ad le ol 
Many ways were propoſed for the removing of Overbury 
which were not approved: That agreed to, was the Kings 
naming him for Ambaſſador into Raſſa, which whilſt he 
was preparing to undertake, the Lord Rocheſter does diſlwade, 
him from accepting, and at the {ame time repreſents to the 
mitted to the Tower upon the 21. of April 1613. The Lien 
tenant being thereupon remov'd, and Sir Gervaſe Ehwayes put 
into his Place, who together with Weston a new Under- 
Keeper were likely to be more ſubſervient to their Ends. 
The Poor Gentleman who ought to have been ſafe under 
the Cuſtody of the Law, is kept, as Sir Franc Bacon ob- 
ſerves, in a Priſon, open to his Ezemies, and cloſed: to his 
Friends, being denied the Comfort of his Father, and near 
Relations, or the uſe of a Servant, who deſired to perform 
his Duty at the loſs of his n Liberty.. He was not under 
this Conſtraint above two Days, when Weſton, by direction, 
gives him Poyſon in his Broth, which he repeats from time 
to 
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to time in his Tarts and other Meats ; ſo that his Table 2 
made a ſuave unto bm. But he being Young and of a healthy 
Conſtitution by the frequent uſe of Poyſon, began to reſiſt 
the force of Poyſon ; fo that Weſton, who had been an Apo- 
thecaries Man, being upbraided for not doing his Work, 
ſaid, he had given him enough to have killed twenty Men. 
At length after he had been deluded with ſome Hopes of 
Deliverance, but really purſued and chaced near to Death, 
a Gliſter compounded of rank Poyſons, adminiſtred under 
pretence of eaſe, put an end with much Torment to his 
miſerable Life, upon the next day, being the 15th of Sep- 
tember 1613. „ CT cap eg 
In this manner fell Sir Thomas Overbury, worthy of a lon- 
er Life, and of a better Fate. And, if I may compare: 
rivate Men with Princes, like Germanicus Cææſar; both by 
Poyſon procured by the malice of a Woman, and about the 
23d years of their age. Both celebrated for their Skill and 
Judgment in Poetry, their Learning and Wiſdom. But all 
appear d with a greater Luſtre in Germanicus, from the heigi:r 
of His Birth and Valour, and Felicity in War, and that ſin- 
gular ſweetneſs of Diſpoſition, which drew upon him the 
Love of the Roman Empire, and even of their Enemies. 
The other a Gentleman of an Ancient Family, has had 
ſome Blemiſh charged upon his Character, through the too 
great ambition, if not inſolence of his Temper. © 


Among other of his Compoſitions which are in Proſe, he 
writ a little Poem Oy the Choice of a Wife, which I. 
ſuppoſe was chiefly deſigned for the ſervice of his Lord. It 
was Printed in his Life-time, and ſeveral times after his 
Death, with many Commendatory Verſes, upon the Author | 
and the Book, of which number was Ben. fobnſon ; which! 

with the manner of his Death, gave occaſion to one of his. 
Friends, to write the following Lines, which 1 have ſeen .. 
under his Picture. 5 7 # by e 09063 3OL oF RIOTES <7 eee 
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Mans beſt Fortune, or his worſt's, a Wife. 
4 Tes J, who knew nor Marriage Toys, nor Strife, ö 


But tho' this work of Darkneſs lay conceal'd for ſome 
time, through the . management of the Parties concern'd, 
and the Verdict of the Coroners Jury, finding that Sir Thomas 
died a Natural Death ; yet the Murmur, it not voice of the 
People, by whom he was | avg beloved living, and la- 
mented dead, did ſtill preſerve the ſuſpicions that he came 
to a Bafe and untimely end. Which was fully proved about 
two years after his Death, and almoſt as much as Rocheſter 
now made Earl of Somerſet, was Married to the Lady; 
which Ceremony was celebrated at Court with all imagin- 
able Joy and Splendor, upon the Sixth of December in the 
ſame year. | | 

The means of the Diſcovery of this -Murder being re- 
ported various, I ſhall mention but one, as | ſuppoſing 
it the true one, being inſiſted on by Francis 
Bacon, at the Trial of the Lady Somerſet, and related in the 
Hiſtory written by the Earl's Country- man Archbiſhop 
Spotſiwoad. The Earl of Shrewsbury, recommending Sir Ger- 
v Elways as a Gentleman of Quality and good ſenſe to the 
acquaintance of a certain Nobleman, was told by him that 
nothing detracted ſo much from his Reputation as the ſuſpi- 
cion of his being concern d in the Death of his Priſoner, 
and wiſhed he could clear himſelf. Upon notice there- 


XXX 


on, acquainted them both, that indeed he had caſually diſ- 
cover d Weſton's Intentions to Poyſon Sir Thomas, but that he 
had made him ſo ſenſible of his Crime, as that falling upon 
his Knees, he ſeriouſly profeſſed that he would never at- 


great Favour at Court, he could not, without great danger 


Circumſtances being weighed, which evinced he went far- 


under his own Hand, ſo confounded him, that it quickly 
put an end to his Defence. So that at his Death, which he 


3 and piouſly ſuffer d, he frankly acknowledged his 
„ n 


When | 


Sir Francs 


of, Sir Geruaſe to get the ſtart of any other Informati- 


tempt it more. And that Weſton being ſet on by Perſons in 


co himſelf, reveal the Deſign. This he alſo urged at his 
Trial, as if he was onely Guilty of a Miſpriſion. But all 


ther than a bare knowledge, and at laſt a Paper produced. 
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When this matter began to take air, the Earl of Somerſer 
applied himſelf to Sir Robert Cotton ; a Gentleman, whoſe 
Name muſt 2 be Sacred, for his Great Learning, and 


charge in collecting that incomparable 
Treaſure contain d in his Library; as his worthy Grandſon 
Sir John receives the applauſe of the preſent age for his ſo 


generouſly perpetuating the ſame by a late Act of Parlia- 


ment. Sir Robert could not refuſe to give a Friend his beſt 
advice upon ſuch an unhappy Occaſion, which was to ſe- 
cure all by a large Pardon, according to ſome Preſidents he 
then produced. For theſe conſultations, as we are inform- 
ed in his Life, prefix'd the Catalogue of his Manuſcript ; 
and for ſome other things appearing in theſe Letters, he was 
committed to the Cuſtody of an Alderman of London, and 


often Examin'd, but diſcharg'd without the leaſt Imputation . 
of being concern d in Somerſet's Guilt. 
The King on the other Hand, with a zeal becoming him 


as the Head and Fountain of Juſtice, commanded the Chief 
Juſtice Coke to ſearch the Buſineſs to the bottom; which he 


performed , declaring that he had taken three hundred- 


Examinations therein, but finding Great Perſons concern'd, 
he procured others of Great Quality to be joined in Com- 
miſſion with him. And upon the 19th of October, Weſton the 
Principal was drought to his Trial ; but, accordi 

ſtructions, as was ſup 

ment. The Judges who threatned him with the ſeverity the 


Law inflits upon thoſe who will not ſubmit to the Law, yet 
thought it beſt to defer any further Proceedings for a few 


Days. In which time, by the means of ſome Eminent Di- 


vines he was brought to a better Temper, and confeſſing the 


Fact, was Executed ſhortly after at Tyburn, 


I be Earl of Somerſet, whom it concern'd to have this 

Confeſſion invalidated, was not fallen ſo low, but that he. 
had ſome Gentlemen of Quality, the one by a Book, the 
others by Queſtions propoſed to Weſton at his Death, ſought 
to make him recede from what he had declared. For which - 
offence they were upon the Tenth of November Proſecuted 
in the Star- Chamber, and the Particulars thereof repreſented 
by Sir Francis Bacon in his Speech Printed in the Reſuſcitatio, 
pag. 72. Soon after Mrs. Turner the Procurer, Franlkhn the 

- Pre- 
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ng to In- 
pos d, he refus d to plead to the Dadict. 
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Preparer, and Sir Gervas Ehways the Approver of this Im- 
yſonment, ſuffer d the ſame Fate with Weſton. And a- 
a bont the ſame time this Lord was committed to the Tower, 
and his Lady, being Great with Child, to private Cuſtody ; 
for which reaſon, and ſome other intervening Occaſions, 
they were not tried till May 1616. On the 24th of which 
Month the Lady Somerſet was brought before the Lord Chan- 
cellor, being then Lord High Steward, and ſeveral other Peers 
appointed to paſs upon her; and being Indicted as Acceſſa- 
ty before the Fact, ſhe with many Tears confeſſed her Guilt. 
And being further asked what ſhe had to ſay why Judge- 
ment of Death ye 7. 75 e = replied, That 
bad nothing to ſay for her ſelf, but a great deal againſt her ſelf: 
Sack 4 cher fo 2 the King's Mercy, 7 that cher 
Lordſhips would be her Mediators. 
| Her Yonth, her Beauty, her Sex, and Quality, which 
moved Compaſſion in the Spectators, who otherwiſe deteſt- 
ed her Crime, could not be leſs prevalent with the Nobili- 
ty. The King inſerting in the Preface to the Parent of her 
Pardon, the Interceſſion of the Lords, as a reaſon of his 
Clemency, as well as the malice of ill Agents about her, 
and the ſatisfaction that already had been made to Ju- 
ſtice. | ; 

The next day her Lord ated his diſaſtrous Part upon the 
ſame ſtage ; and as he had continued obſtinate hitherto,per- 
ſiſting in his Innocency, ſo he now pleaded not Guilty. 
But after a Trial of many Hours, he was Convicted, and 
Sentence given againſt him. The King pardon'd him as to 
his Life alſo, and in the year 1621 releas d them both out 
of the Tower, till which time, and in which place they had 
ſuffer d Impriſonment, thereby verifying the Prediction of 
Overbury ſent to this Lord, That he ſhould repent that in the 
Tower, which be bad committed againſt him being a Priſoner 
there. But how merciful ſo ever the King appear'd in ab- 
ſolving of theſe Noble Perſons, it has given occaſion to 
ſome others, to reflect upon the Imprecations he is re- 
ported to have laid upon himſelf and Poſterity, if he ſpa- 


b any Perſon, how great ſoever concerned in this Mur- 
Er. 5 x 
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There are many Books extant, from which I have extra- 
&ed this Narration, but no part pleas'd me better than the 
Eloquent Speeches made by Sir Francis Bacon then Attorney 
General at the Trials of the Earl and Counteſs of Somerſet, 
and no where correctly Printed that I know of, but in his 


' Remains Publiſhed 1679. Tho' they deſerve a Place among 


his other Orations contain'd in the Reſuſcitatio. 
It is reported that the Chief Juſtice Coke let fall ſome 


words at the Trial of Sir Thomas Mounſon, (for being Acceſ- 


fary to Overbury's Death, )and committed ſome things previ- 
ous to that of Somerſer s, which gave great offence at Court; 


ſo that his diſgrace being ſoon perceiv'd, Sir Francs Bacon 


takes that opportunity to ſend him a large and ſeaſonable 
Letter of Advice „Printed in this Collection, Numb. 70. 
with all the Correctneſs I was able to give it. Theſe things 
being aggravated with ſome other Proceedings as diſpleaſing, 
in the beginning of this year, deprived him of his Place 
before the expiration of the ſame. | 


The Firf I ſhall take notice of, was occaſion'd through 


the great difference which aroſe between the Lord Chancellor, 
and the Lord Chief Fuſtice, concerning the Furiſdiction of the 
Court of Chancery, and the Kings-Bench, which was moved 
upon this account. One Mr. Courteney ſuing in the Chancery 
to be reliev'd againſt a Judgement obtain'd at the Common 
Law; an Indictment for a Præmunire grounded upon the 
Statute 27 Ed. 3. cap. 1. was prefer d, againſt him and his 


Agents, in the Kings-Bench at the end of Hillary-Term, 1615. 


Tho' the Jury refus'd to find the Bill, yet thereupon ſprung 


that contended Queſtion, Whether by virtue of the ſaid Statute, 


and that of the fourth year of Hen. 4. cap. 3. the Chancery, after 


Judgement given in the Courts of Law, was prohibited from gi- 


ving oY, upon matters ariſing in Equity; which the Fudges at 
Law could not determine or relieve. The attempt made upon 


this Great Court was not more grievous to the Lord Chan- 


cellor, than the manner of proceeding in it, being at a time 
when his Lordſhip was fo ill, as that his Lite was almoſt de- 
{paired of, But this Controverſie is ſo fully repreſented in 
the 57th, 58th, and 59th Letters, and the firſt: part of the 
Memorial, Numb. 73. that I need not trouble the Reader, 
with any repetition of it in this Place. Onely it may be 


ES con- 
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o declare, that the King as "Supreme Judge of 


2 
« * 


d the utmoſt care to in- 


to govern himſelf, which are Printed in the Reſuſc. pag. 8 1. 


declare his Sentiments in the following words. 


——* "The ſecond Point concerneth the Time of the Com- 


ce | plaint, and the late Comers into Chancery which ſtay till 


6 2 Judgement be paſſed againſt them at Common Lan, and 


© then complain: Wherein your Lordſhips may have heard 
6 4 great Rattle and Noiſe of a Premunire, and I cannot 


ce tell what. But that Queſtion the King hath ſetled accor- 


«« ding to the ancient Preſidents, in all times continued. And 
« this I will ſay that the Opinion not to relieve; any Cafe 
© after 7udgement, would be a guilty Opinion, Guilty of the. 


e Ruine and: Naufrage, and periſhing of infinite Subjects 


« And as the King found it well out, why ſhould a Man 


c 
c 
c 
c 
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o 
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not the Phyſician but the ſick. But, my. Lordi, the Power 


3 :.. ® 


Tate, My Rule ſhall. be therefore, that in Caſes of Com- 
Plaints alter 7 ements, (except the Judgements be upon 
Nihil dicit, which are but Diſguiſes of Judgements, or ob- 
l cc 2 
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fly into the Chancery before he be Hurt? The whole need 
would be preſerv'd, but then the Practite would be mode 


; 
. 
* 
2 
E 
1 
Bs: 
IVE. 
Wag 
i 
My 
7 
85 
1 
* 


3 JSV ͤ ͤ ͤ‚d On Ll RR i oe Eh 
Wes 2 8 PCC ee _—y 
3 n 


The Introduttion. 


< tained in contempt of a Preceding Order of this Court; ) 
« yea and after Ferdi alſo; Pwill have the Party Com- 
«© plainant enter into good Bond to 1 his Suggeſtion; 
© ſo that if he will be relieved againſt a Judgement at Com- 
 mon-Law, upon matter of Equity, he ſhall do it, Tasquam 


© in vinculis, at his Peril. 


« * 4 


This Opinion which he deliver'd in the Preſence of a 
Large and + Honourable Aſſembly, He ſome years after 
ſeems to declare to the World in certain Aphoriſms concern- 
ing the Univerſal and Natural Fountains of Fuſtice, from 
which the ſeveral Streams of Civil Laws are to be derived ; 
which are contain'd in the Eighth Book of his Advancement 
of Learning. 1020 on | 3441 ; EIS | | 
cf od gt Aphboriſmus 35. * 


Habeant ſimiliter Curiæ Prætoriæ Poteſtatem tam ſubveniendi 


contra Rigorem Legis, quam ſupplendi Defectum Legis. Si enim 


porrigi debet Remedium ei, quem Lex præteriit; mults magis ei 
quem vulnerævit. „„ e | 


There are others of the like nature, which I ſhall leave 
to every Perſon to conſult as he pleaſe; having only point- 
ed out the place where theſe and many other admirable 
Aphoriſms relating to Laws are to be found. 

It may be preſumed that my Lord Coke not onely ſubmit- 
ted, but acquieſced in the Juſtice of the Judgement given 


by the Xing, as before is related. Becauſe that being an 


active Member in four Parliaments after this time, which re- 
dreſs d ſeveral Publick Grievances; I do not find that ever 
he reflected upon this. And the Court of Chancery procee- 
ded therein, in my Lord Bacon s, the Biſhop of Lincoln s, and 


Lord Coventry s times, in the ſame manner it had done before. 


Till aſter the Printing of Sir Edward Cobes third and fourth 
Inſtitutes many years after the Author's Death; and upon 

viewing ſome Caſes he had inſerted therein; or Collected 

during the Heat of theſe Debates; the Queſtion began to re- 
vive, and particularly in the year 1658, Cc. in the Caſe of 
Harris and Colliton in the Exchequer * of the Arguments 
made in that Caſe Pro and: Con, are now in Print, and one 


wherein this Power dt the Courts of Equity was at large at. 


ſerted, I have ſeen, But there is a Learned Gentleman now 
815 1 living, 
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living, who lately preſided in that Court, who did then in 
that Caſe, and hath ſince, maintain d the contrary in a Book 
which is Printed, but not Publiſhed; ſo that I never had the 
opportunity of ſeeing it but ſor a few minutes; for which 
reaſon as well as many others it does not become me to deli- 
ver any Opinion. But the Certificate in King Fames's Time, 
and the Reſolutions thereupon, which were made publick 
many years ſince, and lately with ſome additional Argu- 
ments at the end of the firſt Volume of a Book in Octavo, 
Intituled, Chancery Reports, ſeem to give. a clear and ſatisfa- 
&ory account of this Matter. 3 
But this was a time, in which my Lord Coke was not 
onely contending with the Lord Chancellor, but with the 
King himſelf: For His Majeſty being informed, That in 
the Arguments concerning the great Caſe of Commendams , 
ſome Poſitions were affirm'd by. one of the Counſel, which. 
touch'd, him nearly. in his Prerogative, as to the granting 
of Commendams : He did by Letter of his Attorney general, 
require the Judges, for ſome Reaſons , to deter their argu- 
ing the caſe for a little time, till His Majeſty could have 
Conference with them. But the Judges diſobey'd the Let- 
ter, and proceeded in the Cauſe : For which they were 
convened before the King and Council; where at length, 
they all, except the chief Juſtice Cole, fully ſubmitted 
themſelves. But I believe the Reader will be ſo well plea- 
ſed to view the whole Proceſs hereof contained in the 72d. 
Letter; the latter part of the Memorial Number 73, and 
in the Act of Council, of the 6th of Fane 1616, drawn up 
by Sir Francs Bacon; that it would be ſuperfluous to make 
any relation of that here, which is ſo fully repreſented in_ 
its proper place. And if he ſhall be as curious to know 
the Matters in Law ariſing thereon, he may find them 
largely and elaborately reported by my Lord chief Juſtice 
Hobart, in his Argument of the Caſe of the Biſhop of Lich- 
field and Coventry ; and not of Lincolne, as by miſtake it is 
Written in the aforeſaid Memorial. 


It is not to be doubted, But that theſe Proceedings, made 
my Lor Cole, fit; both. uneaſie, and inſecure upon the 
Bench : But the chief cauſe of his removal from it, accord- 
ing to Mr. Roger Coke his Grandſon, was his refuſal to ad- 
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Kings-Bench, at the Nomination, and in Truſt for Sir Geor 
Villiers, and upon the Surrender of Sir Nicholas Tufton, ma 


Lord Thanet , in conſideration thereof. In the Perſon, I 
am ſure he is miſtaken, tho he may be right in the Caule , 


which may in a great meaſures, be Collected from ſome of 
the enſuing Letters: And in ſhort appears to be this, . Sir 
Fohn Roper, who had many years enjoy d this profitable 
Place, eſteemed to be worth then about 4000 J. per Annum, 


being grown very old, was prevail'd with, to ſurrender 


the ſame upon being created Lord Teynbam, with a Reſer- 
vation of the Profits thereof to himſelf during his Life. 
Upon which Surrender, Sir George Villires was to have the 


Office granted to two of his Truſtees , for their Lives, as 
it ſeems the Earl of Somerſet was to have had before. But 
my Lord Coke not being very forward to accept of the 
ſame, or make a new Grant thereof upon theſe Terms: He 
was upon the zd. of October 1616 , commanded to diſiſt 
from the ſervice of his Place, and finally removed from it, up- 
on the 15th day of November following. His Succeſſor. 
Sir Henry Montague, third Son of Sir Edward Montague of 
| Boughton in Northamptonſhire, Recorder of London, and the 
King's Serjeant , being more complaiſant; Sir Fobnu Roper 

ds the latter end of the ſame Month, and 


reſigned towar 
Mr. Shute and Heath, who was afterwards the King's Solici- 


tor General, being the Deputies and Truſtees of Sir George 
Villiers, were admitted. TOO tw oo 2517's 


I think there was no Queſtion at that time, or long be- 


fore , or ſince that time , but that the Diſpoſition of this 
Office, reſted intirely in the Chief Fuſtice of the Court: 
Till the Right of the preſent Ornament thereof, the Ho- 


nourable and Learned Sir Jobn Holt, came to be conteſted. 
a few years paſt, by Her Grace the Dutcheſs of Grafton, 
by Virtue of a Patent, granted from King Charles the II. 
What Agitation it had in that, and alſo in a higher Court, 


is ſo freſh in Memory, that it need not to be related. 


I have formerly mention d how abruptly, and in what 
ill humor, the King parted with his Parliament in the year 
1614. And have touched upon one of the way's his Ma-. 
jeſty afterwards took to ſupply the Occafions of his ai. 
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and of his Court. But among all the Projects for procur- 

ing of Money, in which this time abounded, none ſeem'd 
more Specious, or more Conducing, to the Publick Good 
than that; which in the year following was propos d, 
through the Lord Treaſurers means, by Sir William Cockayne, 
a Rich and Underſtanding Alderman of the City of Lan- 
don. For the Society or Fellowſhip of the Merchant Adven- 
turers, having enjoy d by Licence from the Crown, a Pow- 
er of Exporting yearly; ſeveral Thouſands of Engliſh Cloths 
Undyed : It was imagin'd, that the King would not onely 
receive an Increaſe in his Cuſtams, by the Importation of 
Materials neceſſary for Dying, but. the Nation a conſidera- 


ble advantage, in imploying the Subject, and improving 


the Manufacture to its. utmoſt , before it was Exported. 
This Propoſition being beſides attended with the offer of 
an immediate Profit to his Majeſty , was ſoon embraced; 
the Charter granted to the Merchant Adventurers recalled, and 

Sir William Cocaine, and ſeveral others Traders Incorpora- 
ted upon certain Conditions ; as may in part appear, by 


Sir Francis Bacon s Letter to the King; dated the 12th. of 
Auguſt 1615. Tho ſome others in that, and in the follo w- 


ing year, ſoon inform us, what Diffigulties the Ring and 


Council, and indeed the whole Kingdom ſuſtain d thereby. 


For the Trading Towns in the Lo- Countries and in Genma- 
ny, Which were the great Mart and Staple. of theſe Com- 
mo dities, perceiving themſelves in danger of lofing the 
Profit, they had long reaped by Dying and Preſſing great 

Quantities of Engliſh: Cloth, the Dutch Prohibited che 


whole Commodity: And the Materials being either dear- 


er here, or the Manufacturers leſs skilled in fixing of the 
Colours, the vent of Cloth was ſoon at a ſtand; upon 
which the Clamour of the Countries extended it“ ſelf to 


the Court. So that aſter ſeveral Attempts to carry on the 
Deſign, Sir Francs Bacon finding the New Company varia- 


ble in themſelves, and not able to comply with their Pro- : 
poſals, but making new and ſpringing Demands, and that 
the whole matter was more and more perplex d ; doth up- 


on the 14th of Ofober 1616, ſend a Letter to the Lord T7. 


tiers, incloſing his Reaſons, Why the New Company was no 


longer 
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longer to be truſted, but the Old Company to be treated with 
ard revived. In which ſervice” I find Sir Lionet Cranfeld, 
by his Letter of the zoth of March 1617, and ſome others, 
ers of the City of London, perceiving their expectations 
likely to be defeated, threatened him and ſome of the Old 


Company with Deſtruction: Infomuch, that he therein 


defires the Lord Villers, that if he periſh by them, his Lord- 
ſhip would be good to his Wife and Children, and procure 
their Wardſhip to be committed to her. . 

Aſter an offer made of a 100000 J. to the King, by ſome 
Members of the Old Company, to have their Charter reſto- 
red; it was found, that by reaſon of the diſorders in Trade, 
both at home and abroad, it would be very pernicious to 


them to raiſe ſo great a Sum; How much ſoever the King's 


occaſions wanted the ſame, or how great ſoever their de- 


fires were to be reeſtabliſned: So that the Earl of Suffolk, 
Lord Treaſurer, Sir Ralph Winwood Secretary of State, and 
Sir Fulle Grevil, Chancellor of the Exchequer; do by their 
Letters ſent to my Bord Buckingham , a little before the 
King's return from Scotland, certifie to his Lordſhip in this 


manner. According to the Directions of your Lordſhip's 
© Letter , we have called before us the principal of the 


* Merchant Adventurers; and after divers Conferences, we 
* have under His Majeſties Approbation, thus concluded 
* with them. That upon the Signing of a New Charter 
< with the ſelf ſame Immunities and Privileges, which for- 
© merly they enjoy d, and the Publiſhing of a Proclamati- 
"© on, 4 the better advantage of their Trade; they ſhall 
pay the Sum of 25000 J. and within three Months next 


c after 25000 J. more. This is the greateſt Sum that we are 


© able to draw from them, and that with ſome difficulty, “c. 
Purſuant hereunto, and to a Power of Revocation containd 
in the New Charter, that was recalled, and a Proclamation 
Publiſhed for reſtoring the Old Company, dated the 12th 
of Anguſt 1617, at Aſhton in Lancaſhire, where the King 
then lay in his Paſſage from Scotland; and ſoon aſter ano 


ther Charter was granted to them. 


* 


But the Loan of this Money, and ſeveral Sums to the 


King and Queen of Bobemia, attended with the Decay of 


their 
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young Gentlemen of great Valour, wherein he reſiſted the 
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their Trade, had ſo wounded tliis antient Society of Mer- 
chant Adventurers, (under whoſe Nurſing care, the Wooll- 


en Manufacture had for ſome Ages been riſing to ſuch de- 
grees, as to become the Glory and Riches of the Engliſh 
Nation, and the envy of its Neighbours ; ) that I fear they 
are not yet in any probability of recovering their former 
Strength and Beauty. This brought them into Debt, and 
Debts occaſion'd them to lay ſome i hangar upon Cloth, 
which the Houſe of Commons cenſur'd by their Votes, in 
April and May 22d. Jacobi, and thereby drawing down the 
anger of the Parliament a little upon that Body , which 
had ſo frequently taſted their Favours : By whom many 
Laws had been paſſed to their advantage; none as I think 
to their prejudice ; But in the 12th year of Henry the VII. 


and in a caſe which has ſome affinity to this, as may be 


ſeen in the Hiſfory of that Reign, Written by my Lord St. 
Alban, Pag. 161. 2. 3. | 


How prejudicial this Propoſal of Sir William Cockaine pro- 
ved in the end, may be collected from the Anſwers this 
Company gave to the Interlopers Reaſons , for a Free Trade 
offer'd to a grand Committee of Trade, in the 14th year 
of King Charles the IT. Wherein they declare, That there- 
upon the Duteb ſet up the Manufacture of Cloth; and al- 
tho upon the repealing the New Charter, the Trade was 
fallen into-its old Channel again , yet they would never 
.revoke the Prohibition of all Engliſh Cloth Dreſſed and 
Dyed: After much Altercation between the Free Tra- 
ders and the Company, the King confirm'd their Char- 
ter. | | 

In this conteſt between theſe two Bodies Politick we have 
ſeen how fatal it proved to the one, and how miſchievous to 
the other. In the next place I ſhall confider a greater incon- 
venience, which about the ſame time affected the Publick 
through the frequent Revenge of Private Quarrels by Duels. 
By this means a Fountain of Blood had plentifully flow'd in 
France, notwithſtanding the Severe Edict, of their late, and 
then preſent King; till it became ſo powerful an Evil, that 
tho the Great Cardinal de Richelieu gave ſome check to it 


. o b 
the Puniſhment of Meſſieurs de Chappelles and Bouteville, Ach 
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Prayers of their Friends, the Mediation of the greateſt Per- 
ſons of Quality, and his own paſſionate Deſires ; yet all his 
applications and thoughts upon this Subject, as he tells us in 
his Politick Teſtament, could never bring that to effect, which 
has ſince been accompliſhed by the great conſtancy and ſe- 
verity of the preſent King. Which Monſicur le Vaſſor an Hi- 
ſtorian of his own Nation, takes the liberty to ſay, is the 
beſt, and perhaps the onely good Action he hath done in 
a Reign of Fifty ſix years. 

From France, This noxious Weed ſeems to have been 
Tranſplanted into England; and the endeavours Sir Francis 
Bacon uſed to root it out, in the caſe of one Prieſt, upon 
his being made the King's Attorney, was ſo well appro- 
ved of by the Lords of the Council Aſſembled in the Star- 
Chamber, that they order'd the Charge he then deliver'd a- 


gainſt Duels in general, to be Printed and Publiſhed with 


the Decree of the Court it felt , which is ſince remitted into 
the Second Part of the Reſuſcitatio. And the laſt ſervice I 
ſhall have occaſion to mention before he leit that Place, was 
what he performed in the fame Court, and upon the like 
occaſion , in Proſecuting one Mr. Markham for diſperſing 
Letters of Challenge to the Lord D'Arcy. The caſe being 
reported by my Lord Hobart, to be in December 1616, di- 
rects me where to place the 91ſt. Letter relating thereunto , 
the date thereof being omitted in the Original. 

As a Reward for theſe, and his other long Services of 
the Crown , the King upon the 7th. of March following 
committed to his Cuftody the great Seal of England, ſome 
little time after the Lord Chancellor's Voluntary Reſignation, 
as is already declared. It was no new thing for Perſons 


from leſs Abilities, and lower Places to riſe into this : there- 


tore the Author of the Court, &c. of King James, had as 


little reaſon to reflect upon that, as to inſert ſome other 


falſe and foolliſh Stories, relating to this Gentleman. In one 


thing I ſhall agree with him; namely, that my Lord of 


Buckingham was very Inſtrumental in his Preferment, which 
Sir Francis acknowledges by his Letter of the ſame day, and 
the 92d. of this Collection. And ſurely, fewer Lines 0 ne- 
ver contain a greater ſenſe of Gratitude, or expreſſed in 
a more becoming manner; tho 3 the Original, they ſeem 
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to have been haſtily written, and may ſerve to confirm 


what had been told ta one that lived in his latter Times, 
that his firſt Copies required no great Labour, to render them 
competent for the niceſt Judgem ene. | 

U>on the ' 14th day. of the ſame Month of March, the 
King began His Journey into Scotland, which he had left juſt 
the ſame number of Years. But before his departure, he 
appointed Commiſſioners for manaꝑing the Treaty of Marri- 


age between the Prince his Son, and. the Hfanta of Spain, 


whither Sir Jobn Digby his Majeſties Vice- Chamberlain was 
deſign'd to be ſent upon his third Ambaſſage: For which, 
and his ſubſequent Endeavours therein , and his other Ser- 
vices both at home and abroad, he was created Lord Digby, 


and Earl of Briſtol. I ſhall not from the occaſion of the 
95th and other Letters, enter into a Detail of this Affair, 
which lay ſo near to the King's Heart, and was fo long 

purſued againſt the Opinion of many of his Ceuncil, and the 


general Inclinations of his People : The Hiſtory thereof is. 
well known, and it would: take up too much of the Paper 


and Time that is yet left me. The Reader will therein ob- 


ſerve the inconvenience. my Lord Keeper did foreſee by His 


Majeſties Proceeding: in that Treaty. with a Council divided, 
and not united; the ill Fruits whereof he had ſeen in other 


caſes, and this yielded no better in the end. ; 
The Lord Keeper was ſcarce warm in his Seat, when the. 


ſame Hand which conducted him thither , had like to have 


removed him from it : The occaſion whereof was this. Up- 
on the 16th of June 1617, Mr. Secretary Winwood writes to- 
the Earl of Buckingham, then with the King in Scotland, that 


Sir Edward Coke coming to him upon buſineſs, began of his 


own accord to complain of his Unhappinefs , to be ſo far 
remov'd from his. Majeſties Favour , to which he deſired to 


* 
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could no 
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be reſtor <Q, and without which, he at length profeſſed; the | 


© 


knowledged his former reſpectleſs Behaviour to his Lord- 
ſhip, in relation to the Treaty, ſome time before propoſed, 

of a Marriage between his youngeſt.Daughter Frances, and. 
Sir Fobn Villiers his Lordhips eſder Brother; deſiring that 
che {ame might be renewed, with very advantagicus Pro- 


poſals upon his part, 


But 
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longer breath; that he, with much ſorrow. ac- - 
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Bat her Mother the Lady Harten, (between whom, and 
her Husband Sir Edward Coke, there was little agreement, 


and no love) being either averſe to the Match altogether, or 


becauſe it did not move from her, from whom the young 


Lady was to expect a conſiderable addition to her Fortune, 


employ'd her utmoſt endeavours to 1 45 it. As my Lord 
the Earl, dated in the 


Keeper by his Letters to the King and the | 
Month of Fuly, uſed all the Reaſons and Arguments his 
Wit could ſuggeſt, why it was not adviſable to proceed in 
the Match, and why (which was the thing intended by it) 
Sir Edward Coke ſhould not be readmitted into Favour. In 


xl 


the mean time her Mother removed her unto Sir Edmund 


Mitbipoles Houſe near Oatlands, without the privity of Sir 


Edward: Who thereupon applys to Buckingham, and by his 
means beſeeches his Majeſty to direct a Warrant to ſome of 


his Privy Council to Summon before them his Wife and her 
Confederates, in order to recover his Daughter. But un- 
derſtanding in a few days where ſhe was convey d, he doth 


with his Sons and Servants, without any Warrant or Con- 
ſtable afliſting, break open Sir Eamunds Houſe, and brings 


his Daughter with him: bo Reg: Hatton complaining of 
i 


this violence to the Privy Council, Sir Edward Coke affirmed. 
that he could juſtifie his Proceedings by Law : But Sir Hen. 


Telverton the King's Attorney maintaining the contrary, he 


was order'd to proſecute the Father in the Star-Chamber, and 


to take upon him the preſent care of the Child. By whoſe 
Charitable Endeavours, the Act of Council dated the 18th 


of July 1619, which recites all this Matter at large, declares 


that Sir Edward and his Lady were ſo far reconciled, that 
their Daughter was deliver d to them again, and the Infor- 


mation ſuſpended till his Majeſty's Pleaſure were known. 


But the Lady Compton and her Sen Sir John Villiers preſ- 


ſing the Match, and the King and Earl of Buckingham appro- 


ving thereof; the oppoſition the Lord Keeper, and as 1 con- 


ceive alſo, ſome others of the Privy Council had given to it, 


drew down no {mall diſpleaſure upon them. For upon the 


os 


King's retorn from Scotland, Buck. wiites t 
ſhip, that his Majeſty intended at his firſt ſitting in 


1 


ngham writes BR Lord- - 
to reptimande ſo many of his Counſelors as were active in 


this Buſineß, for their ill Behaviour in it; and that he would 


1 name 
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name ſome of the particular Errors, tho without accuſing 
any particular Perſons. And then adds, that notwithſtand- 
ing the reaſon he himſelf had to be offended, yet ſeeing his 
Majeſty ſo much diſpleas d, from being a Carey concern'd, 
he became an Advocate, &c. The Buſineß alluded to, I pre- 
ſume, was this of the Marriage, and how ſenſible my Lord 
Keeper was of his Lordſhip's kindneſs and reconciliation, and 
ſervice therein, can never be ſo lively repreſented by. any 
other Hand as his own, in thoſe few Lines his Lordſhip 
writ in anſwer thereunto upon the 17 of Sept. 1517. Numb. 
104. LV 

Upon the 29th of the ſame Month Sir Ralph Winwecd, the 
King's faithful and able Servant ſaw this Marriage brought 
to a concluſion, (the Treaty whereof had created ſome ani- 
moſities between the Keeper and himſelf) and foon after he 
concluded his own Lite. Sir Edward Coke was thereupon 
admitted into the Privy Council, tho that Favour, which did 


not laſt long, was not purchaſed at an eaſie rate. For beſides 


10000 paid in Money at two Payments, Sir Edward and. 


his Son Sir Robert, did upon the Second of November, pur- 


ſuant to Articles and Directions from the Lords of the Ceœun- 
cil, aſſure to Sir John Villiers a Rent- charge of 2000 Marks 
per Annum, during Sir Edward's Life, and of 900 l. a year, 
during the Lady Hatton's, if ſhe ſurvived her Husband. And 
after both their Deaths, the Mannor of Sroke, &c. in Buc- 
kinghamſhire of the value of goo J. per Anm, (being the 
moity of the Lands intended to his two Daughters by the 
Lady Hatton) to Sir Fohn Villiers and his Lady, and to the 
Heirs of her Body. And that the ſame were ſetled by good. 
Conveyances carefully drawn, as upon the 27 Fan. 1617, 
was certified to his Majeſty under the Hands of Sir Ranulph 
Crewe, Sir Rob. Hicham, and Sir Henry Nelverton the King's 
Serjeants and Attorney. What ſhare of her Mother's Bounty 
fell upon them, I cannot be ſo particular, but I conjecture 
it was conſiderable. But as the Differences between her and 
Sir Edward Coke grew as high as ever in a little time, and her 
Complaints to the King and Council more frequent and ear- 
neft, ſo a little more time diſcover'd the like between Sir 
John Villiers, Created Baron of Stoke and Vicount. Purbeck, 
and his new Lady ; whoſe familiar Converſation. with Sir. 

Robert 
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Robert Howard ſubjected her to private Reflection, and pub- 
lick. cenſure. | The Settlement made upon this Marriage, 
with ſome ſubſequent; Acts of Sir Edward Coke, occaſion d 
the Arguments and Reſolutions. of a remarkable Caſe be- 
eween Migge and Villiers adjudged by, the Chief Juſtice Rolle 
in 1651, and ſeven years after by his Succeſſor Sir Jobn 
Glynne, which is reported by the Former, in the Second 
Part of his Abridgement of the Common Law in the Title of 
Uſes. „ | 558 | 92 

Tui ſtorm which was likely to have fallen ſo heavy up- 
on my Lord Keeper, being thus diverted, he applies himſelf 
as one of the Lords of the Council to fee the King's Orders 
touching the Retrenchment of his Tables, and other Charges 
of the Houſhold put in Execution, as appears in his Letters 
towards the latter end of the year 1617. But the Difficulties 
the Council met therein, through the Intereſt of the Officers, 
confirm the Obſervations made by Cardinal Richelieu in his 
Politick Teſtament ;- where in the Seventh Chapter of the 
Firſt Book, he Diſcourſes at large concerning the Reformati- 
on of the Houſhold of Lows the Thirteenth, as a thing much 
N fit to be done, than eaſie to be attempted with ſuc- 
ceſs. . 1 

I ſhall paſs over the two ſucceeding years, with little Re- 
flection upon any thing that happen d therein, beſides the, 
two memorable Cauſes that were heard in the Star-Chamber 
in the year 1619. The one being a Proſecution againſt ſeve- 
ral Dutch Merchants, for exhauſting the Treaſure of the 
Kingdom by Exportation; and the other againſt the Lord, 
Treaſurer himſelf, for ſeveral Miſdemeanors in Relation to, 
his Office. The Affair of the Merchants is in ſome meaſure 
repreſented in the 116th, 120th, and 123d Letters, but 
thoſe being much divided in point of time, I ſhall by the 


aſſiſtance of ſome Authentick Papers of the like nature, &c. 


compoſe a ſhort and as true a Relation thereof as I am 

able. FEET 5 
Upon the 19th of October 1618, the Attorney-General ap- 

plied himſelf to the Lord Chancellor for Writs of Ne exeat 


| Regnum, againſt the Dutch Merchants, and afterwards exhibi- 


ted an Information againſt about One hundred and cighty of 
them, for Tranſporting beyond the Seas yaſt Quantities vl 
| Gold. 


Gold and Silver in Money, Plate and Bullion, ſince the be- 
ginning of the Preſent Reign. The Attorney at firſt brought 
the Cauſe to a Hearing againſt Twenty of them, or there- 
abouts ; ſuch as I fuppoſe were the greateſt Offenders, and 
of the greateſt ability to make Reſtitution. Their Fines a- 
mounting in the whole to 1 50000 l. of which Mr. Courteen, 
and two others were condemn'd in 20000 l. a piece; The 
advice which my Lord Chancellor gave the King not to grant 
away the Fines of ſuch ten of them as Sir Thomas Java ſor 
the Diſcoverer ſnould chuſe, and which it ſeems he had in a 
manner promiſed, was a piece of Service worthy the Place 


he enjoy d, and Truſt he had with the King. Upon the 
12th of Ofob. 1519, Courteen was cenſured to pay 2000 l. 
more, and others in ſmaller Sums, for endeavouring to cor- 


rupt the King's Evidence. And the 19th of November fol- 
lowing was appointed for the Trial of between Twenty and 
Thirty more; but by reaſon of ſome neglect or miſmanage- 
ment in the Proſecution, which gave the Court a great deal 


of trouble, and the Defendants ſome advanta 5 the Cauſe 


was not heard till the Seventh of December, tho 
them were then found Guilty. Of the. large Fines which 
were impos d upon the Delinquents, I conceive they paid 
but a third part: For during the Proſecution, the States did 
by Letter deſire the Marquis of Buckingham to endeavour to 
moderate the Heat thereof, &c. as Sir Noel Caron their Am- 
baſſador did the next day after Sentence, to mitigate the Se- 
verity. It was not long after this Proceeding, that Mr. Cour- 

teen, afterwards Sir William, whom I have lately nrention d, 
became one of the moſt conſiderable Merchants of his 
time; and altho' he be here numbred among the Dutch, yet 
he was born in England, whither his Father fled for Refuge 
to avoid the Perſecution raging in Handers under the Duke 

of Alva. For in 1633, being ſome few years before his 
Death, his Real Eſtate in England was valued at 6500 J. per 


I 


Anniws, and his Perſonal at 128000 J. But by reaſon of his 


Negotiations to the Eaſt- Indies, undertaken in a great mea- 
ſure; as J remember, at the Inſtance of King Charles the 


Firſt, the great Engagements he enter d into thereupon; 
and the great Loſſes he ſuſtain d in thoſe Parts by the Nati- 


on from which he was deſcended: His Poſterity enjoy d the 
5 | leaſt 


o'. moſt of 
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leaſt Part of his Eſtate, and that attended with much trou- 
METRO. ra twuiuich wn. 

During the Proſecution of the Cauſe T have been ſpeak- 
ing of, Thomas Howard Earl of 'Suffolk Lord Treaſurer of En- 
gland was brought upon the ſame Stage. But the Letters re- 
lating to this Scene being all wanting but two, I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſupply that defe& out of ſuch Original Letters 
of Sir Robert Naumton, and Sir George Calvert the Secretaries. 
of State, as have fallen under my Obſervation. The Lord 
Treaſurer was Son of the laſt Duke of Norfolk, by Margaret 
his Second Wife, Daughter and Heir of the Lord Audeley of 
Walden. By Queen Elizabeth he was reſtored in Blood, and 
Created a Peet of the Realm, and being much confided in 
by his Kinfman the Lord High Admiral, he gave him the 
Command of ſome part of the Fleet upon ſeveral Expediti- 
ons. But in the next Reign he came nearer to the Court, 
and was made Lord Chamberlain of the Houſhold; and in the 
x2th year thereof, promoted to be Lord High Treaſurer of 
Exgland; which Office he enjoy d about four years. When 
being accuſed” for feveral Miſdemeanors relating thereunto, 
committed by himſelf, his Lady, and Sir John Bingley, an 
Agent therein,” ſome Commiſſioners were appointed. by the. 
King for the management of his Treaſure, and others to in- 
ſpe& their offences. And an Information being prefer'd a- 
gainſt them all in the Srtar-Chamber, after ſeveral Days of 


Hearing, the Cauſe was 17 determin'd, and the Parties 
ſentenc d upon the 13th of November in the year 1619. Sir 
Edward Coke led the way, by ſhewing from divers Preſidents 
in former Ages, how other Treaſurers had been puniſhed for 
ſmaller Delicts and Miſcarriages ; that the King having ſuf-. 
ferd by means of the Preſent Treaſurer and his Lady 
500004. viz &- 'modis, he condemn d them to pay-z00900 I. 
although he ſaid, he might very well have made it Qua- 


druple that Sum; to be Impriſon'd in the Tower at their 


own Charges: And then Eined e Bingley an under- 
Officer and ill Agent in the Treaſury 5000 /, with Impri- 
ſonment in the Fleeet. With this Sentence concur'd; the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Secretary Naunton, 


who in a Letter to my Lord of Buckingbam, writes that he 
] „ , declared 


> 


in Conſilio Fortunam ſemper habere. 


declared the proceedings in this Cauſe Seriatim ab Ovo, from 


the granting the Commiſſion of Enquiry, and the Reaſons 
thereof, by which it appear d how Graciouſly his Majeſt 

was ever inclined to Mercy, in remitting all Proſecution 
againſt the Earl, if it might have conſiſted with his Honour. 
But the Lord Chief Juſtice Hobart, who agreed that this 
Lord and his Lady were in a great meaſure guilty of the 
Charge, yet he differ d much in the eſtimation of the Da- 

mage ; and then conforming his Opinion to the Law of 


England declared by Magna Charta, That every Man ought to 


be Fined, Salvo Contenemento; which he interpreted to be the 
leaving of him ſufficient maintenance to live according to 
his Degree, otherwiſe it were a Ranſome rather than a Fine. He 
concluded his Sentence that this Lord and his Lady ſhould p 


a 
20000 l. to the King; and Bingley who had been the Baſs 


Broker between them and the Subject, and guilty of much 
corruption, 2000 J. onely ; in reſpect that he was in Office 
under the Treaſurer, and the Rewards he took as far as ap- 
pear d in Proof, were ſlight and unworthy things. With my 
Lord Hobart the reſt of the Court agreed; fo that Secretary 
Naunton (who appears to have been a Perſon of Moderation 
and great Candor) writes that he and the other two were 
traduced as mercileſs Men, yet ſince he never ſaw the Lord 


Hobart's Rule take Place in leſs offenders, he knew no reaſon 


why it ſhould be extended to greater. | 


Soon after this Sentence the Earl and Counteſs of Suffolk 
were committed to the Tower, but as 


ſoon releas d by the 
Mediation of- the Marquis of Buckingham, and the Fine re- 


duced to 7000 . By all that I have obſerved, this Lord 
who was generally eſteem'd a plain kearted and honeſt Gen- 
tleman, ſeems to have been the leaſt Guilty of the Three 
that were ſo declared. While he was Lord Chamberlain he 
begun co erect that Magnificent Pile of Audeley-End, and be- 
fore he had quite finiſhed it, I conceive his Troubles came 
upon him; which gave him occaſion to refle& upon the 
Truth of the Motto, he had cauſed to be inſcribed upon the 
Wings of that Fabrick in large Roman Capitals: Prudentis eſt, 


At 
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At the ſame time that the Lord Treaſurer was falling from 
his Place and Fortunes,the Lord Keeper was rifing in Favour 
and Honours : For upon the 4th of FTanuary 1615 he was 
made Lord Chancellor, and the 11th of July following Crea- 
ted Lord Verulam, anciently the Seat of a noted Roman Co- 
lony, and ſtill Famous, tho' in its laſt Ruins, for ſome Re- 
mains of that Nation. Upon the 22d of January in the year 
16Y his Lordſhip Celebrates his Birth-day at hay Sons near 
the Strand: In Honour of which Benj. Fohnſon Conſecrates 


the following Verſes, addreſs'd to the Genius of the Place. 


Hail Happy Genius of this ancient Pe ! 

How comes it all things ſo about the-ſmile ? 

The Fire,the Wine, the Men? and in the-midſt 

Thou ſtand'ſt, as if ſome Myſtery thou did ſt. 

Pardon, I read it in thy Face ; the Day 

For whoſe Return, and many, all theſe Pray, 

And ſo do I. This is the Sixtieth year 
Since Bacon, and thy Lord was born, and here: 

Son to the Grave wiſe Keeper of the Seal, 

Fame and Foundation of the Engliſh Weal. 

What then the Father was, that ſince is he, 

Now with a Title more to the Degree ; 

England's High Chancellor, the deftin'd Heir, 

In his ſoft Cradle, to his Father's Chair. 

Whoſe even thred the Fates ſpin round and full 

Out of their choiceſt and their whiteſt Wool. 

"Tis a brave Cauſe of Foy, let it be known, 

For 'twere a narrow Gladneſs kept thine own. 

Give me a deep Crown'd Bowle, that IJ may ſing, 

In raiſing him, the Wiſdom of my King. 


In the midſt of theſe Honours, Applauſes, and multipli- 
city of Buſineſs, my Lord Chancellor I not forget his belo- 
ved Philoſophy. Producing to the light in O&e6. 1620, a Work 
which he bad long formed in his thoughts, and Entituled, 
Novum Organum. This Book he Dedicates and preſents to 
the Ring, &c. and the ſatisfaction his Majeſty expreſſes up- 
on that occaſion, will be beſt ſeen in his Letter ſent to his 
Lordſhip upon the 16th of the * Month. I ſhall not pre- 
| 6-8-3 tend 
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tend to be able to give an account of his Lordſhip's Deſign, 
in his Great Work of the I»fauration of the Sciences, or of 
this which was the ſecond Part thereof; but ſhall refer the 
Reader to the Diſtribution of the ſeveral Parts of that Mo- 
del, delineated at large by his own Hand, and prefix'd be- 
fore this of his Novum Organum. It will be ſufficient. for me 
in this Place to borrow a tew words from an Ingenious Gen- 
tleman, which are contain'd in the Reflections he hath lately 
made upon Learning. 505 

© My Lord Bacon ſaw clearer into the Defects of this Art 
of Reaſoning, than moſt Men did, and being neither ſatis- 
fied with the Vulgar Logick, nor with its Reformations 
that were made ; ſuitably to his vaſt and enterprizing 
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is laid down in his Navum Organum. The way of Syllogi- 
Ling, ſeem'd to him very fallacious, and too dependent 
upon Words, to be much rely'd on: His Search was after 
Things, and therefore he brought in a new way of argu- 
ing from Induction, and that grounded upon Obſervation 
and Experiments. CENT EO EY EEE, 

Before I conclude this year, I muſt from the 125th Letter 
take ſome notice of the Preparations that were. made for a 
Parliament, and my Lord Chancellor's Services therein: As the 


Reader will obſerve from ſome Paſſages contain'd in the 


following Papers, the Opinion his Lordſhip was always of, 
that the Convening of that Aſſembly was the beſt expedi- 
ent to promote the Welfare both of his Majeſty and the 
Kingdom. And how averſe ſoever the King had been from 
falling in with thoſe meaſures; yet the neceflity of the 
Times, the Deſires of the People, more concern'd to ſee 


the Proteſtant Religion declining in Germany, the Elector Pa- 

latine not onely in Danger of loſing his New Crown, but 
ancient Inheritance, than the King his Father in Law ſeem'd 
to be, forced his Majeſty from his former Reſolutions. He 
knew well in what manner he parted. with his. laſt Parlia- 
ment, and that during this Interval ſo abounding in Projects 
and Monopolies many - Grievances had ſprung up: And 
therefore had reaſon to apprehend that the ſame ſpirit might 
revive; unleſs ſome care was taken to allay the moſt eager, 


and ſatisſie the more peaceable Tempers. But as the unhap- 


P 


Genim, attempted a Logick wholly new, the Plan of which 
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py Fate of the King of Bohemia and his Family, and the ill 
Succeſs of this Parliament are very well known, ſo the cau- 
ſes of calling the ſame together, are ſo fully and finely ſet 
forth in a Draught of the Proclamation, Pen d by my Lord 


Chancellor, Numb. 1 32. that if the Reader think it one of 


the longeſt, yet it may be he will think it the leaſt tedious 
he ever ſaw upon the like occaſion. And the latter Par? 
which reſpects. the Choice of Parliament Men is ſo well confi” 
der d as to make it ſeaſonable advice for all times. It is true, 
that the Proclamation the King publiſh'd upon the ſixth of 
November was much ſhorter, tho much extracted out of this 
by his Majeſty himſelt. 

Upon the 3oth of Fanuary the Seſſion was open'd ; at 
which time my Lord Chancellor, newly Created Viſcount Sr. 


Alban, appear'd in his greateſt Honour and Splendor, and 
ſoon after in the greateſt ſtate of Humiliation ; which latter 


part being the ſubject that I am to conſider of, I ſhall from 
the Journals of both Houſes, and ſome other Memoires that I 


have ſeen, give as an impartial an account ot this Reverſe 
of Fortune and the cauſes thereof, as I have deſired to do, 


of the brighter part of his Life. 


named the Chair-man, but by reaſon of tome Indiſpoſition, 
Sir Robert Phelips was put into his Place. The firſt thing 


they fell upon was Bribery and Corruption, of which my 
Lord Chancellor was accuſed by one Aubrey and Egerton, who - 


affirm'd they procured Money to be given to his Lordſhip, 
to promote their Cauſes depending before him. The truth 
thereof being corroborated by ſome Circumſtances, a Re- 


port was made from the Committee to the Houſe upon the 
15th, yet with all tenderneſs and reſpec to his Lordſhip, in 
regard, as the Chair-man declared, it touched the Hongur of a_ 
Great, Man, ſo endued with all Parts, both of Nature and. Art, as 
that he would ſay no more of him, heing not able to ſay. enough : For 


which reaſons they deſired that all expedition might be uſed. 


Upon the 17th Sir Robert Phelips. made a ſecond Report. of 
other matters of the ſame nature charged upon the Chancellor. 
At which time Sir Edward Sackville, aſterwards the Noble 


CES Earl 


About the 12 of March 165% a Committee was appointed of | 
ſome Members of the Lower Houſe, to inſpect the abuſes 
of the Courts of Fuſtice, whereot Sir Edward Sackville was 
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Earl of Dorſet, Sir Heneage Finch Recorder of London, with 
ſome others, ſpake-much in his Lordſhip's Defence. But at 
length it was refolv'd, that the Heads of the Accuſation, 
ſhould be drawn up by the Chair-man, Sir Edw. Coke, Mr. 
Noy, and Sir Dudley Digges, and related to the Lords, without 
prejudice, at a Conference ; which was accordingly perform'd 
upon Monday the 19th of this ſame Month ; and after the 
Report of the Conference by the Lord Treaſurer, the Mar- 
uis of Buckimgham preſented a Letter written to their Lord- 
ſhips by the Chancellor upon the ſame day, which is enter d at 
large upon their Journal. | e 
Towards the latter end of the Month the Seſſion was diſ- 
continued for ſome. time, in hopes, as was thought, to ſof- 
ten the-Chancellor's Fall. But upon their Reaſſembling, more 
Complaints being daily repreſented, his Lordſhip abandon'd 
all Defence, and upon the 22d of April 1621, he ſent an In- 
genious Confeſſion and Submiſſion to the Honſe of Peers, 
which has been Printed in ſeveral Books, but in none I pre- 
ſume ſo correctly as in this, Copied alſo from the Journal. 
But their Lordſhips not thinking it particular or ſatisfactory 
enough, ſent him a Charge conſiſting of ſeveral Articles, 
requiring a Particular Anſwer : which he return d ſoon after ; 
and having 178 confeſſed ſome, denied others, and an- 
ſwer d or explain'd the reſt, ſo as to take off the malig- 


nity of the offence, he concludes the whole in this man- 
ner. 


This Declaration L have made to your Lordſhips with a 
© ſound and ſincere mind, Humbly craving that if there 

e ſhould be any miſtake, your Lordſhips would impute it 
* to want of Memory, and not for any deſire of mine to 
© obſcure. Truth, or palliate any thing. For I do again 
* confeſs, that in the Points charg'd upon me, though they 
« ſhould be taken, as my ſelf have declared them, is a great 
ce deal of corruption and neglect: For which I am hearti- 
«© ly and penitently ſorry, and ſubmit my ſelf to the Judg- 
«© ment, and to the Grace and Mercy of this Court. 

For Extenuation, I will uſe none concerning the Mat- 
ters themſelves: Onely, it may pleaſe your Lardſbips out 
* of your Nobleneſs, to caſt your Eyes of Compaſſion 
© upon my Perſon and Eftate. T was never noted tor any 
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* avaricious Man; and the Apoſtle ſaith , that Covetouſueſs 
6e the root of all Evil. I hope alſo, your Lordſhips do ra- 
© ther find me in a State of Grace; for that in all theſe 
© Particulars, there are few or none, that are not almoſt 
*© two years old; whereas thoſe that have a Habit of Cor- 
eruption, do commonly wax worſe : So that it hath plea- 
© © ſed Almighty God, to prepare me by Precedent Degrees 
* of amendment to my preſent Penitency. And for m 
© Eſtate, it is ſo poor and mean, as my care is now chief- 
«c ly to ſatisfie my Debts. | | 
And ſo, fearing I have troubled your Lordſhips too 
* Jong, I ſhall conclude with an humble Suit unto you; 
© that if your Lordſhips proceed to Sentence, your Sentence 
© may not be heavy to my Ruin, but gracious, and mix'd 
with Mercy. And not onely ſo, but that you would be. 
6e Noble Interceſſors for me to his Majeſty, likewiſe for his 
* Grace and Favour. . 


Ty 


Tour Lordſhips humble Servant, 
and Supflicant, 


Fran. St. Alban. 


The Lords taking this for a full and ingenuous Confeſſi- 
on, ſent ſeveral of their Members , to ſee if the Chancellor 
would own it to be his Hand, and abide by it, which he 
did in theſe Words; My Lords, It is my Ad, my Hand, my 
Heart; I beſeech your Lordſhips to be merciful to a broken 
Reed. Upon which the Peers ſent to the Houſe of Com- 
mont, that they were ready to give Judgement, when they 
were willing to demand it. Which being done by their 
Speaker upon the third of May 1621, the Lord Chief Fuſtice 
pronounced the following Judgement of the Houſe of Peers, 
again the Lord Chancellor, then abſent through Sick- 
nels. , i Fo Sg 
That the Viſcount St. Albans, Lord Chancellor of England, 
ſhall undergo Fine and Ranſom of 40000 J. that he ſhall be 
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Impriſon'd in the Tower, during the King's Pleaſure : That 
he ſhall for ever be incapable of any Office, Place or Em- 
ployment, in the State or Common-wealth ; that he ſhall 
never fit in Parliament, or come within the Verge of the 
Court. | | | 
The Prince, and ſome others endeavour'd to have miti- 
gated the ſeverity of this Sentence, and many of the Lords, 
25 it were excuſing the rigor thereof, did after tell his Lord- 
ſhip, that they knew they left him in good Hands 
In the Relation which I have given of this affair, IT have 
omitted a particular account of the Articles and Anſwers, in 
reſpe& of the length; and alſo, becauſe, that during the 
Seſſion of Parliament, which met in the beginning of. this 
preſent year 1701 , the whole Proceedings againſt the 
Lord Chancellor in the Houſe of Lords, were Publiſhed from 
the Journal. The Reaſons of the then Search, are obvious 
enough, but the Copy which was then taken, I preſume 
was ſurreptitiouſly Printed, I am ſure very incorrectly. 
The laſt Article therein was , that his Lordſhip had given way 
to great Exactions in his Servants And he confeſſe ; it was a 
great neglect in him, that he looked to them no better. This I 
the rather mention, becauſe thoſe Writers who excuſe the 
Maſter , lay the greateſt blame upon his Servants: And 
there's no 2 but that ſome of them were very guilty, 
and that their Lord had that Opinion of them, which it is 
reported, his Lordſhip in the time of theſe Troubles, ſig- 
nified in paſſing through a Room, where many of his Re- 
tinue riſing up to ſalute him; He ſaid, Sit 'you down, My 
Maſters, your Riſe hath been my Fall. And we are told by | 
Ruſhworth , in the Firſt Volume of his Hifforical Colle&jons : 
cc That he treaſured up nothing for himſelf or Family, but 
© was over indulgent to his Servants, and connived at their 
© Takings, and their ways betray'd him to that Error: 
They were profuſe and expenſive, and had at their com- 
© mand whatever he was Maſter of. The Gifts taken, were 
© for the moſt part tor Interlocutory Orders; his Pecrtes 
were generally made with ſo much Equity, that though 
© Giſts rendred him ſuſpected for Injuſtice, yet never any 
© Decree. made by him was reverfed as unjuſt, as it hath 
*©been-obfery'd by ſome, knowing in our Laws, 
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To this, I ſhall onely add, what he alledges by way of 
excuſe, that great part of the Gifts, &c. were made as Pre- 
ſents, in caſes where no Suit was depending, or a good while 
before they were begun, or after they were ended. 

Upon this occaſion, Who can forbear to obſerve and 
lament, the Weakneſs and Infirmity of Humane Nature? To 
ſee a Man, ſo far exalted above the Common-Level of his. 
Fellow Creatures, to ſink ſo far below it: To ſee a Man, 
who like Seneca, gave admirable Rules tor the Conduct of 
Life, and condemning the avaricious purſuit after Riches ; 
and what is unlike Seneca, contemning them in his own 
Perſon, and yet to be defiled thereby: To fee a Man ap- 
plauding Sir George Villiers, whilſt very young, tor deſpi- 
ſing Money, where it croſſed Reaſon of State or Virtue , to. 
take Money in his Mature Age, in Oppoſition to both, and 
to his own Deſtruction: Above all, to ſee a great Maſter of 
Reaſon and Philoſophy, who had been a Credit and Ornament 
to the Reformed Religion, to abate the Luſtre of his Example, 
by ſubmitting toa Temptation, which many of the Heathen 
Philoſophers had the Power to reſiſt. But as his Lordſhip had 
the misfortune to be made a Memorial for the greateſt and 
the wiſeſt, to take heed leſt they fall; ſo he hath the good fortune, 
(which he obſerves, attended three Famous Writers, fallen 
under the like Circumſtances) to have the remembrance of 
this Calamity ,. look'd on by Poſterity as a little Picture of 
Night-Work, remaining amongſt the Fair, and excellent Ta- 
bles of his Acts and Works. | | 

Before I leave this Subject, I ſhall take ſome notice of 
a Letter the Marquis of Buckingham writ to Sir Lionel Cranfield, 
ſoon after the accuſing of the Chancellor; Wherein he hop'd. 
that God, who had given that Lord many other great Gitts, 
had alſo preſerv'd him from being guilty of ſuch Crimes: 
Yet he alſo hoped, the Houſe of Commons would wave their 
Application to the Lords, and go their direct way to the 
King, who both could and would do them Juſtice. And F 
remember Dr. Heylyn, in his Lite of Arch-Biſhop Laud, and 
Mr. Elſing, in a Manuſcript Diſcourſe touching Parliaments, 
look'd upon the giving up of this great Miniſter to the Par-. 
liament, as a wrong Step made by the King, and a leading. 
Card to others ſoon after. Yet the Committee ſeem'd to be 
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of another Opinion, when they told the Peers that they 
followed ancient Preſidents, which ſhew d that great Perſons 
had been accuſed for the like in Parliament. But from 
what has been ſaid, it may be obſervd how miſtaken the 
Editor of Morerys Dictionary is, when he affirms under the 
Title of King James, and the Lord Bacon, that the Duke of 
Buckingham was the cauſe of the Lord Chancellor's Downfall ; 
nor do I know any Hiſtorian that aſſerts the fame. 

When the Great Seal was taken from this Lord , it was 
put into Commiſſioners Hands for ſome time, till it fell very 
unexpectedly to the Cuſtody of Dr. Williams the Dean of 
Weſtminſter. Upon the 1oth of Fuly 1521, the King declares 
to his Privy-Council , the reaſons of his Choice. Firſt, Be- 
cauſe of the Deans good Parts, wherewith Nature and Edu- 
cation had enabled him for publick Miniſtry, and the great 
Experience he had in Chancery Buſineſs under the Lord El- 
leſmere. Secondly, That being reſolved to reform that Court, 
and not to have a Lawyer; the Dean being young and 

active, might take pains in the ſame : And being intended 
but for a Probationer for a time, he might at the end be re- 
warded with a better Biſhoprick, than what he ſoon de- 
ſigned him: For which purpoſe, he reſolved the Dean 
mould hold the Place but a year and a half, unleſs it ſhould 
prove very inconvenient to Buſineſs ; and then after, fo 
much longer time, poſitively to reſign the ſame. His Ma- 
jeſtie further declared, That he ſhould be aſſiſted in Mat- 
ters Legal, by the two Chief Fuſtices, Judge Dodderidge and 
Hutton; and that the placing of Juſtices of Peace, he would 
reſerve to himſelt. Theſe Reaſons J have extracted from 
the Act of Council; but whether they were ſuggeſted by 
the Dean himſelf, or were the reſult of His Majeſties own 
or others thoughts, I ſhall leave to the Reader to judge from 
what has been ſaid, and from what Biſhop Hacker declares 
in the Hifo'y of the Keeper's Life. That to break the force 
of Envy, likely to attend that Action, he deſired His Majeſty 
to abridge the Grandeur of the Place, by providing that ro 
Chancellor for the future, might continue above three 
years, and that he himſelf might be in the nature of a Pre- 
bationer for one year and a half: That he might have a 
Learned Maſter ot the Rolli to fit with him, and the aſſiſt- 
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ance of two Judges: But that all theſe Propoſals were re- 
jected and made ineffectual, and probably by ſome curious 
Perſons, to ſee how the Keeper could ſuſtain himſelf. But 
I ſhall not digreſs any further, the Lord Keeper's Life and 
Actions having been repreſented by his Friends and Ene- 
mies, whereby he does appear to have been the Founder of 
ſome Noble Benefactions, and Maſter of great Learning and 
Abilities , tho like moſt other great Jewels, he was not 
without his Flaws. | 

After the Judgement given againſt the Lord Chancellor, 
and a ſhort Impriſonment in the Tower, he retired from the 
Light of an Active Life, which he had been called to much 
againſt his Genius , to the Shade of Contemplation , which 
he had always loved. And here I ſhall conſider him ſpend- 
ing the remainder of his days in Privacy, which in the reſ- 
ped of the Works he Reviſed or Compoſed, may be eſteem- 
ed Nobile Quinquennium, procuring as much Honour to his 


Name, and more benefit to the World, than the moſt Cele- 


ted Parts of his Life. [ 955 | 
The Firſt ,, Or at leaſt the greateſt Act of Kindneſs the 
King extended to him, was the releaſing the Parliamentary 
Fine, and granting it to ſome Friends of his Lordſhips, 
which I conceive was done , in order to give him a little 
reſpite from his Creditors: To whom I have ſomewhere 


ſeen, that he paid 80007. after his Fall. And he re- 


lates in one of the following Letters, that he had ſpred 
all his Plate and Jewels upon poor Men. Upon the 3oth 
of Faly 1624, he implores of his Majeſty a total Remiſſion 
of his Sentence, to the end that Blot of Ignominy might 
be removed from him, and from his Memory with Poſteri- 
ty. Which Requeſt I ſuppoſe was granted, becauſe I find 


he was Summon d to Parliament, in the 1ſt. year of King 


It may be preſum'd that the preſſing of his Creditors, and 
the ill payment of his Penſions upon his Diſgrace, compell'd 


Ii 


him to write to the King the 136th, and ſome other com- 


plaining Letters: But that he dyed in ſo low a Condition, 
as Howel has repreſented in one of his Letters, and from 
him Monſieur Bayle has inſerted in his Dicfionary, and o- 


ther Learned Perſons in their Works, is by no means to be 
E : | ( : ) | granted. 


Ivin 


grapted. For tho! his liberality and negled of treaſuring up 
Money, and his great expence in making of Experiments, 


ſeem to haye exhauſted ths Gains of his Profeflion and Pre- 


ferment ; Vet Dr, Rawley, his Domeſtick Chaplain , and a 


Perſop much truſted by his Lordſhip, aſſures us , the King 
had given him out of the Broad Seal, and out of the Aliena- 


tion Office to the value of 1800 J. per Annum, which with 


his Manor of Gorhambury , and other Lands adjoyning, a- 
mounting to a third part more, he retained to his Dying- 
day: And fo I ſuppoſe he did the Profits of the Office of 
Regiſter in the Star- Chamber, computed at 1600 J. per Ann. 
which was granted to him in Reverſion, hy Queen Elixa- 
beth , tho' it fell not unto him, till towards the latter end 
of Her Succeſſors Reign. In his laſt Will, which bears 


date the 19th of December 1625, (beſides what was ſetled, 


and left to his Lady, anſwerable to Her Quality ;) He 


gives ſeveral large Charities and Legacies to his Friends and 
Servants, and makes an Eſtimate of his Eſtate, by which 
Debts and Legacies might be ſatisfied: And appoints that out 
of the remainder, a Lecture ſhould be founded in each Univer- 
fity for Natural Philoſophy , and the Sciences, which he hoped 
would at leaſt amount to 2007. a year a-piece : Wherein he 
directs his Truſtees to have regard to the meaſures Sir Henry 
Savile had lately taken in his , and intreats his noble and 
conſtant Friend the Duke of Buckingham, to be an Over- 
ſeer of his Will, and that his Executors would take ſome 

ins in the performance; that conſidering what he had 

en, his good Mind by their good Care, might effect that 
Good Work. Yet Monſieur Sorbier takes upon him to tell the 
World, as from Sir William Beſwel, a Friend of my Lords, 


that his Lordſhip made this Will by way of Gallantry, and 


that he therein left Four hundred thouſand. Livres. to an 
imaginary College; whereot he had deſign'd the Plan in 
his new Atlantis. But this was an Imagination more wild 
and groundleſs , than any that had grown up in Sorbjers 
Brain. It was well known, that my Lord Bacon, in the 


Fable of the New Atlantis , exhibited a Model, rather 


poſſible to be effected, than probable to be ever attempted 
y the greateſt and moſt opulent Prince. It is as true his 

Lordſhips Executors declined to act, finding J ſuppoſe the 
EE Dedts 


Debts greater, and the Eſtate leſs than the Teſtator con- 
ceiv'd : So that Adminiſtration was granted to Mr. Meau- 
ty's, and another of his Creditors. 3 50 

1 ſhall conclude this Matter, with this ſhort Reflection, 
That if my Lord St. Alban's occaſions, made him ſometime 


write to the King in a preſſing and ſupplicating manner, yet 


the many Works he. compoſed, and deſigned , during his 


Retirement, ſhew that his thoughts were ſtill Free, Vigo- 
rous, and Noble. What thoſe were in particular, and up- 
on what account Written, the Reader will in ſome meaſure 
collect from the 141ſt. Letter, ſent to the Biſhop of Mincbe- 
ſter. But conſidering. the Place in which I write, I cannot 
ſo far forget the Profeſſion he honoured , as to pals over ſo 
lightly the following Paper, containing an Ofer to His Ma- 
jeſty, of a Digeſ to be made of the Laws of England. This 
was what he had propoſed before, in a Diſcourſe touching 
the Recompilement and Amendment of the Laws , Printed in 
the Reſuſcitatio , and at the time when he was Attorney Ge- 
neral, and ſoon after the time that he was made a Privy- 
Counſeller: To the end, that it might appear, that the more 
leaſure he had from private Cauſes, the more time he was 
deſirous to Dedicate to Publick Service. And now that he 
was come to enjoy a much greater. leafure , he renew'd 
his Deſires of endeavouring to give a Form to thoſe Laws , 
worthy. of their Matter and Subſtance : For which he high- 
ly commends them in, the Treatiſe I have been ſpeaking of, 
Publiſhed amongſt ſome Miſcellanies in 1629, and ſince that 
time in ſeveral other Books. But this affair requiring great 


aſſiſtance, which he perceived was not like to be afforded , 


he laid it aſide ; Leaving Poſterity occaſion to lament, from 
theſe two excellent Tracts, the want of ſo great a Workman 
in ſo great and uſeful a Work. Let if the multiplying of 
_ concurring and diſagreeing Statute-Laws, were thought ſo 
great a Grievance by him then, What would he now ſay, 
if he were to live in this Age? In which we may well ſay, 
Primd Vitijs, mods Legibus Laboramus. Since the times of my 
Lord Bacon, there hath appeared, to the Honour of his Na- 
tion, his Religion, and Profeſſion; a Gentleman, endued 
with a great Genius and Capacity, and adorn'd with all the 
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Qualities, that could render a Magiſtrate, beloy'd, eſteem'd, 
and admir d, the late Lord-Chief Juſtice Hale; who in his 
excellent Preface to Rolle's Abridgement , hath leſt us his 
ſenſe of this Matter, in theſe Words. It were to be wiſh- 
© ed, that ſome compleat Corpus Furis Communis , were ex- 
© tracted out of the many Books of our Engliſ Laws , for 
© the publick uſe, and for contracting the Laws into a 
* narrow compaſs and method, at leaſt for Ordinary 
ce Study. But this is a Work of time, and requires many 


* Induſtrious , and Judicious Hands, and Heads to afliſt in 


8 


Of the three following Letters, which were Written in 


Latine, upon his Lordſhips preſenting to the Univerſities the 
new Edition of his Advancement of Learning; I need now 
ſay nothing, having already ſaid fo much of that Work. 
But of the onely Letter of this Collection in French, perhaps 
I may be thought to enlarge my ſelf. It was written to 
the Marquis D'Efftat , Ambaſſador from the French King, 
and ſent by the Cardinal de Richelitu, about the time he 


had entered upon his Publick Miniſtry, to conclude the 


Treaty of Marriage between the Prince of Males, and the 
Princeſs Henrietta Maria of Fance. The Ambaſſador being 


introduced to the Lord St. Albans , at a time when weak 
neſs had confined him to his Bed, ſaluted him with this 


high Expreſſion. Your Lordſhip hath been to me like the An- 
gels, of whom I have read and heard much, but never ſaw them. 
To which he replied, If the Charity of others compare me to an 
Angel, mine own Infirmities tell me I am a Man, Beſides, this 
Gentleman , Dr. Rawley declares , that ſeveral Perſons of 


Quality croſſed the Seas, on purpoſe to ſee ; and converſe 


with him. And I remember Gaſſendus informs us, That 
the Celebrated Monſieur de Piereſe , lamented his'negle& of 
enjoying ſo great a Satisfaction. 
From the time of the meeting of theſe two Noble Per- 
ſons, they contracted an intimate Friendſhip , giving each 
other the Appellation of Father and Son; as. will appear by 
the aforeſaid Letter, ſent by the Lord St. Alban, together 
with his Book of Eſſays, Reprinted in the year 1625, and 
enlarged both in Number and Weight, And ſurely it is a 
Work worthy the Additional Title he-had then given it, of 
| Ccun- 
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Counſels Civil and Moral: Which altho they were the 


Reſult, and effect of his more eaſie Contemplations, yet if 
nothing more had been lett of this Author, thoſe had been 
ſufficient of themſelves, to declare his great Depth and Ca- 
pacity, and inſight into the Concerns of Humane Life: 
And which he obſerves, had been of all his Works the moſt 


Current, as coming home to Mens Buſineſs and Boſomes. - 


The Marquis had before cauſed the Advancement of Learnin 
to be Tranſlated into his own Language : whether he did 
the ſame by theſe Eſſays, I know not, but that they were 
render 'd into Fench, Italian, and by his Lordſhip , with 
ſome aſſiſtance of Benj. Fohnſon , &c. into Latine , is ſuf- 
ficiently evident. 

The Firſt Edition of theſe Eſſays , which was Publiſhed in 
the year 1597, I have never ſeen : In this laſt he Dedica- 
ted them to the Duke of Buckingham ; by reaſon whereof. 
the Epiſtle prefixed to the Edition in 1612, and Written to 
his Brother in Law, Sir John Coneſtable, is in a manner loſt, 
which I ſhall endeavour to recover by giving it a place 
herein, | = | LF | 

15 My laſt Eſſays, I dedicated to my dear Brother, Mr. An- 
ce thony Bacon, who is with God. Looking amongſt my. 
<* Papers this vacation, I found others of the ſame nature: 
© Which if I my ſelf, ſhall not ſuffer to be loſt, it ſeemeth 
© the World will not, by the often Printing of the former. 
« Mifling my Brother, I found you next; in reſpe& of Bond 
« of near Alliance, and of ſtraight Friendſhip and Society, 
ce and particularly of Communication in Studies: Where- 
© in I muſt acknowledge my ſelt beholding to you. For 
© as my Buſineſs found Reſt in my Contemplations, ſo my 
© Contemplations ever found Reft in your loving Conference 

«© and Fudgement. So wiſhing you all good, I remain 
© your, Se. | . 1 

This being the laſt Vork of my Lord St. Albans , which I 
ſhall have occaſion to conſider in theſe Diſcourſes ; I ſhall 
ſum up all that I have to ſay upon that Subject, with a 
wiſh : That as Dr. Rawley Publiſhed many of his Lordſhips 

Latize Compoſitions in a large Folio, in the year 1638, and 


of his Engliſh about twenty years after, ſo Poſterity might 


be gratified with ſeeing the reſt that are much {ſcatter'd , 


united 
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thodical Volumes: That the Authors memory might be 
vindicated from a pretended Edition of all his Latine 
Works, at Frankfort in 1665, tho a very faulty one and 
unworthy of his Character. I am perſwaded, that who- 

ever {hall ſeriouſly reflect upon his Labours , will per- 
ceive , that tho many of his Profeſſion, as well as o- 
thers, ſeem to place themſelves a little too near in the Centre 
of their thoughts: He will be found to have had the Bene- 
fit of the whole Nation, nay of all Mankind in his view, and 
in his Deſires: Inſomuch, that tho he left no Children by 


his Lady, it has been obſerved, that he left all Men, eſpe- 


cially Learned Men, his Heirs. © Deſigning his Endea- 
ce yours, according to Dr. Heylin, to the perfecting of the 
e Forks of Nature, or rather improving Nature to the beſt 
ce advantages of Life, and the common Benefit of Mankind. 
© Pity it was, ſaith he, that he had not been entertained 
ce with ſome liberal Salary, abſtracted from all affairs both 
* of Court and Judicature , and furniſhed with ſufficiency 
© both of means and helps, for the going on in his Deſign ; 
© which had it been done, he might have given us ſuch a 
© Body of Natural Philoſophy, and made it ſo ſubſervient to 
the Publick Good, that neither Ariſtotle, nor Theophraſt us 
«© amongſt the Ancients, nor Paracelſas, or the reſt of our 
Fi 1 would have been conſiderabe. 
Having hitherto taken ſome Proſpect of this great Man 


in his Life and Actions, his Studies and Contemplations; 


1 ſhall, from the laſt Letter in this Collection, and the laſt he 
ever wrote, give ſome account of the manner, the place, 


and the time of his Death. His Lordſhip had been long 


of an infirm Conſtitution, and was about that time thought 
to be recovering from a dangerous and tedious Sickneſs. 
But repairing catually to the Earl of Arundels Houſe at 
High-gate, he fell ill of a gentle Fever, accidentally accom- 
panied with a great Cold, and after about a Weeks conti- 


Nuance there , he died by a Defluxion of Rheume , which 


fell upon his Breaſt , early in the Morning of Eaſter-Day, 
being the ↄth. of April, in the year 1626, Aged Sixty five 


Years two Months, and about fourteen Days. And was buried 
according to his deſire, expreſſed in his laſt il, in St. Mi- 
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chaels Church at St. Albans, becauſe the Body of his Mother 
was there interred ; and becauſe it was the onely Parjſh 
Church then remaining within the Precincts of Old Verulam: 


Where Sir Thomas Meauty's , formerly his Secretary, and af- 
terwards Clerk of the Privy-Council , out of Gratitude and 


Honour to his Memory, erected a Monument of White Mar- 


ble, repreſenting his full Portraiture , ſitting in a Contem- 
plative Poſture , with the following Epitaph, compoſed by. 
that rare wit and accompliſh'd Gentleman Sir Henry Wot-- 


ton. . 


Franciſcus Bacon, Baro de Verulam, 
S. Albani Vicecomes: 
Seu, 
| Notioribus Tituls 
Scientiarum Lumen, Facundiæ Lex, 
Sic Sedebat. 


Qui poſtquam Omnia Naturalis S apientiæ, 
Et Civilis Arcana evolviſſet, 
Naturæ Decretum explevit: 


Compoſita Solvantur, 


Anno Dom. MDu0CXXVI. 
Taal ane? Memoria, Thomas Meautus, Superſtitis Cultor, 
Defuncti Admirator. 50 
H. P. 


That is, 


Francs Bacon, Baron of Verulam, and Viſcount St. Alban. 
VVDr in more Conſpicuous Titles. 
The Light of the Sciences, the Law of Eloquence, 
repoſed himſelf on this manner. 


Who, after he had unveil'd all the Myſteries of Natu- 
ral and Civil Wiſdom, obey'd the. Decree of Na- 
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ture, which difſoly'd the Union of his Soul 
and Body, in the Vear of our Lord 1626, 
and in the 66th year of his Age. 


To the Memory of ſo great a Man, Thomas Meautys, a 
Reverencer of him whilſt alive, and an admirer 
now dead, hath erected this Monument. 


The Univerſity of Cambridge condol'd the loſs of ſuch a 


Son , as many other Gentlemen did the loſs of ſuch a Fa- 
ther in Learning: But the Copies of Verſes which were made 
upon that occaſion, being ſent to Dr. Rawley , he ſuppreſ- 
ſed many of them from the Light; not becauſe they did 
not very well deſerve to be ſeen, but becauſe , as he faith 
himſelf, his Deceaſed Lord was wont to be pleaſed not with 
Number, but with Weight. 


It may be now deſired, that ſome juſt Deſcription and 
Character ſhould be given of this eminent Man ; but the 
Image of his Perſon, which was once ſo obvious to every 
eye, is now ſo obſcure to mine, the Repreſentation. thereof 
in Prints being far from the Beſt, and the onely Picture in 


Colours I remeniber to have ſeen , being much inferiour 


to them, I ſhall borrow what aſſiſtance I can from the Pens 


of others. He was of the midling Stature of Men, and of 
Preſence grave and comely : © Having, as the Ingenious 


© and Learned Gentleman Mr. Evehn obſerves in his late 


© Diſcourſe of Medals, a ſpacious Forehead and piercing Eye, 


ce always (as he had been told by one that knew him well) 


looking upwards, as a Soul in ſublime Contemplation , and 
Las the Perſon who by ſtanding up againſt Dogmatiſts, was 


5 to emancipate the long and miſerable Captivated Philoſo- 


phia , which hath ever ſince made ſuch Conqueſts in the 
© Territories of Nature. | aches! 


But how defective ſoever J am in this Portrait of his Per- 

ſon, it would be vaſtly more apparent, ſhould I attempt to 
deſcribe his Mind; that Forma eterna , which can one!y be 
ſeen, in the Lineaments his own Head and Hand has 
drawn: For ſince he was a Man of a .moſt ſublime and 


. — 


exalted Genius, comparable to any theſe latter Ages of the 


World 
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World has known, who beſides a quick and lively Appre- 
denſion, a ſtrong and faithful Memory, was endued with a 
clear and ſolid Judgement , and an Nlucubion which was the 
Glory of his Times, and almoſt inimitable: It would be a 
preſumption in me , fo far remov'd from his Abilities, 


to think my ſelf able to conceive a full Idea of his worth, 


much more to expreſs it to the Morld. I might inftead there- 
of, after ths manner of ſome , rather weary than fatisfie 
the Reader, ſhould I bring to his view, thoſe many Eulog ys 
which have been given his Lordſhip by Domeſtick and Fo- 
reign Writers, and which my felf have ſeen. But to what 
hath been already done of that nature, I hope no Perſon 
will be diſpleaſed to ſee what follows, under the Pens of 
two Perſons, who remembred him living, and two others, 
FE prefume, well acquainted with his Works. 


© There happened in my Time, ſaith the Learned Poet Ben. 


* Fobnſon;in his Diſcoveries,one Noble Speaker, the EOrd Ve- 
© rulam, who was full of Gravity in his ſpeaking. His Lan- 
ce guage, where he could paſs by a Jeſt, was nobly cenſo- 
* rious No Man ever ſpake more 1 more preſtly, 
© more weightily, or ſuffer d leſs emptineſs, leſs idleneſs in 
ce what he utter d. No member of his Speech, but conſiſted 
* of his on Graces. His Hearers could not 8 or look 
& afide without loſs: He commanded where he ſpoke, and 


© had his Judges angry and pleaſed at his Devotion. No Man 


© had their affections more in his Power; the fear of every 
* Man that heard him, was, left he ſhould make a end. And 
cc afterwards, Lord Egerton the Chancellor, a great and grave Ora- 
«© for, &c. But his learned and able, tho unfortunate Succeſſor 
* the Lord Bacon, is he who hath filled up all Members, and 
« perform'd that in our Tongue, which may be compared 


ce or prefer d, either to Inſolent Greece, or Haughty Rome. 


*© In ſhort, within his view, and about his time, were all the 
* Wits born, that could Honour a Language, or, could help 
© Study. Now things daily fall; Wits grow downward, and 
* Eloquence goes backward : So that he may be named, and 

te ftand as the Mark or 4xw of our Language. 
© I have ever obferv'd it to have been the Office of a 
«© wiſe Patriot, among the Greateſt Affairs of State, to 
CS take 
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ce take care of the Commonwealth of Learning. For Schools 


ce they are the Seminaries of State; and nothing is worthier 


Hor. de 


Art. Poet. 


ce the Study of a Stateſm an, than that Part of the Republick, 
ce which we call the Advancement of Letters, Witneſs the 
ce Care of Julius Ceſar, who in the Heat of the Civil War, 


cc yrit his Books of Analogy, and Dedicated them to Tulh. 


cc This made the late Lord St. Alban Entitle his Work Ne 
ce vum Organum: Which though, by the moſt of Superficial 
cc Men, who cannot get beyond the Title of Nominals, it 
ce 55 not penetrated, nor underſtood ; it really openeth all 
© Defects of Learning whatſoever, and is a Book 


Qui Longum noto Scriptori prorogat & vum. 


© My conceit of his Perſon, was never -increa- 
ce fed towards him, by his Place or Honours. But I have 
cc and do reverence him for the Greatneß, that was onely 


© proper to himſelf ; in that he ſeem d to me ever by his Works, 


© one of the greateſt Men, and moft worthy of admiration, 


ce that had been in many Ages. In his adverſity I ever pray'd 


© that God would give him Strength,for Greatneſs he could 


ce not want. Neither could I condole in a word or ſyllable 


© for him; as knowing no accident could do harm to Virtue, 


e but rather help to make it Manifeſt. | 
Aſter, Mr. Osborn, in the ſecond Part of his Advice to his 
Son, hath recommended an Univerſal Inſpection into the 


Sciences, as moſt becoming a Gentleman, unfix'd in a ſettled 


Calling. He goes on, © And my Memory neither doth, nor 


I believe poſſible, ever can direct me towards an Example 


© more ſplendid in this kind, than the Lord Bacon, Vicount 
* St. Albans, Who in all Companies did appear a good Pro- 


e ficient, it not a Maſter in thoſe Arts entertain'd for the Sub- 


e ject of every ones Diſcourſe. So as I dare maintain, without 


the leaſt affectation of Hattery or Hyperbole, that his moſt 
© caſual Talk deſerveth to be written, as I have been told 


© his firſt or fouleſt Copies required no great labour to ren- 
*© der them competent for the niceſt Judgements. A high 
© Perfection, attainable onely by Uſe, and treating with 
c every Man in his reſpective Profeſſion, and what he was 


* moſt 
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* moſt vers d in. So as J have heard him entertain a Coun- 


© try Lord in the proper Terms, relating to Hawks and Dogs; 


© and at another time out- cant a London-Chyrurgeon, Thus he 
© did not onely learn himſelf, but gratifie ſuch as taught 
© him; who looked upon their Callings as Honoured 


through his notice. Nor did an eafie falling into Argu- 


ce ments (not unjuſtly taken for a Blemiſh in the moſt) appear 
© leſs than an Ornament in him; the ears of the Hearers re- 
© ceiving more gratification than trouble; and ſo no leſs 
* ſorry, when he came to conclude, than diſpleas d with 
e any that did ret him. Now this general knowledge he 
© had in all things, Husbanded by his Wit, and Dignified 
* with ſo Majeſtical a carriage he was known to own, ſtruck 
ce ſuch an awful Reverence in thoſe he queſtion'd, that they 


* durſt not conceal the mot intrinſick part of their Myſeries, - 
& for fear of appearing ignorant or ſaucy. All which ren- 


© dred him no leſs neceſſary than admirable, at the Council- 
© Table ; where in reference to Impoſitions, Monopolies, &c. 
© the meaneſt Manufactures were an uſual Argument. And 
© as I have heard, did in this Baffle the Earl of Middleſex, 
* that was born and bred a Citizen, &c. yet without any 
« great, it at all, interrupting his other Studies, as is not 
© hard to be imagin'd of a quick Appreherſion, in which he 
ce was Admirable. 

The two ſucceeding Characters, I am to mention, were de- 
| ſcribed upon the ſame occaſion. The One by the preſent Bi- 


ſhop of Rocheſter, in his Excellent Hiſtory of the Royal Society 


at London, Inſtituted for the promoting of Natural and Ex- 
perimental Knowledge, upon the Plan and Rules laid down by 
my Lord Bacon. The other in a Poem of the Admirable Mr. 
Cowley's to the ſaid Society, whereot I have onely tranſcribed 


the Fifth Sanxa; tho there is much more ſaid by way of 


Encomium on this Lord. 1 

* The third fort of New Philoſophers, have been thoſe who 
© have not onely diſagreed from the Ancients, but have alſo 
© propos d to themſelves the right courſe of flow and ſure 
© Experimenting ; and have proſecuted it as far as the ſhort- 
© nels of their own Lives, or the Multiplicity of their Af- 
cc fairs, or the narrowneſs of their Fortunes, have given 
5 | 3 6 them 


1 


r IO 2 = n br i, — — - w— 
— * 4 — In pI - — 
— — 24 AND — < — — . 


8 8 — - 
— vl . . ²³ OT A I 


— 


E IS > _ 
— — 2 ky 
PID ta N 4 NEL” 5 


8 K — * * 
» 8 ! Fe.” i — x art 
— r — — 
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© them leave. Such as theſe we are to expect to be but few. 
© For they muſt, deveſt themſelyes of many vain Concepti- 
*< ons, and overeome a thouſand falſe Images, which lie like 
© Monſters in their way, before they can get as far as this. 
And of theſe I ſhall onely mention one Great Man, who 
ce had the true Imagination of the whole extent of this En- 
FE terprize, as it is now ſet on foot, and that is the Lord Ba- 
© cou. In whoſe Books there are every where ſeatter d, the 
ce beſt Arguments that can be produc'd for the Defence of 
© Experimental Philoſophy ; and the beſt dire&iors that are 
© needful to promote ir. All which he has already adorn d 
* with ſo much art, that if my Deſires could have prevail- 
© ed with ſome excellent Friends of mine, who engaged 
© me to this Work, there ſhould have been no other Pre- 
face to the Hiſtory of the Royal Society, but ſome of his 
* Writings. But,methinks, in this one Man, Ido at once find 
enough occaſion, to admire the ſtrength of Humane Wit, 
ce and to bewail the weakneſs of a mortal condition. For, is it 
© not wonderful, that he, who had run through all the De- 
© grees of that Profeſſion, which uſually takes up Mens whole 
e time; who had Studied and Practiſed, and Governed the 
ce Common Law : Who had always lived in the Crowd, and 
© born the greateſt Burden of Civil Buſineſs ; ſhould yet 
« find leiſure enough for thele retired Studies, to excel] all 
© thoſe Men who ſeparate themſelves for this very purpoſe ? 
© He was a Man of ſtrong, clear, and Powerful -Imaginati- 
© ons: His Genius was ſearching, and inimitable : And of 
< this I need give no other Proof than his Style it ſelf ; which 
& as for the moſt part, it deſcribes Mens Minds, as Picture: 
© do their Bodies; ſo it did Hi, above all Men living. The 
6“ Ceurſe of it vigorous and Majeftical : The Wit bold and fa- 
© miliar : The Compariſons fetch d out of the way, and yet 
the moſt eaſie: In all expreſſing a Soul equally skill d in 
* Men and Nature. - e e 


* 
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To the ROYAL SOCIETY. 1 
STANZA V. 
From theſe, and all long Errors of the Way, It! 
In which our wandring Predeceſſors went 
And like th' old Hebrews, many years did ſtray Ul 
Inn Defarts but of ſmall extent, | 
BACON, like Moſes, led us forth at laſt, {li 
The Barren Wilderneſs he paſt, 1 
Did on the very Border ſtand. : 1 
And from the Mountains Top of his exalted Vit, In 
Saw it himſelf, and ſhew'd us it. 18 
But Life did never to one Man allow. | i 
Time to Diſcover Worlds, and Conquer too; It! 
Nor can ſo ſhort a Line ſufficient be, | int 
To fathom the vaſt Depths of Nature's Sea. | Il. 
The Work he did, we ought t' admire, i 
And were unjuſt, it we ſhould more require I 
From his few years, divided 'twixt th' exceſs wal! 
Of Low Afliction, and High Happineſs : 5 | | 
For who on Things remote can fix his Sight, 
| That's always in a Triumph, or a Fight? 
I have now made ſo full a Point, and I believe fo well 
Entertain'd the Reader with theſe Relations of others, that 
I cannot eaſily prevail with my ſelf to continue my own. But 
conſidering what hath been ſaid of this Noble Lord in the 
middle and latter part of his Lite, may raiſe in ſome a De- 
fire to look a little into the Former, I ſhall rather act a pre- | 
poſterous Part, than refuſe to gratifie fo reaſonable an In- (| 
clination. ; I 
He was Born upon the 22d of Fanuary, in the year 156g, N 1 
at York-Houſe near the Strand, then the Reſidence of his Fa- F 
a ther, Sir Nicholas Bacon, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal; 1 
4 whom the Renown'd Chief Juſtice Popbam affirm'd to have 
: 


Ix 


The Introduction. 
been the greateſt and ableſt Miniſter of his Time. His Mo- 
ther was one of the Six Daughters of Sir Anthony Cook, Pre- 
ceptor to King Edward the Sixth, and all Celebrated among 
their other Qualifications, for an exact knowledge of the 
Greek and Roman Languages. Of this ſecond Marriage the 


Lord Keeper had onely two Sons; Francs the youngeſt of 
them was ſent very early to Trinity-College in Cambridge, 


where he ſoon paſſed through the Circle of the Arts. From 


the Univerſity he attended Sir Amias Paulet, the Queen's 
Ambaſſador into France, by whom he was diſpatched to her 
Majeſty, which Part he diſcharg'd with great Approbation. 
But his Father dying in the year 1579, before he had made 
that Proviſion for this Son he intended, he came again into 
England, and fix d himſelf at Greys-Inn, where he ſpent a 
great Part of his Life: Retiring ſometimes to his Pleaſant 
Seat at Gorhambury near St. Albans, which deſcended to him, 
by the Death of his deareſt Brother Mr. Anthony Bacon. 
But his Abilities ſurmounted all the Difficulties of his firſt 
Fortunes, rendring him ſo efteem'd, that he was whilſt very 
oung brought into the Parliament-Houſe; in thoſe Aſſem- 
blies he ſoon became eminent, and ſo continued during the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Which brings me to the Time 
where this Diſcourſe begins, I ſhall there conclude the 
ſame. Perſwading my ſelf, that if any Perſon ſhall think fit 
to do the like Honour to the Engliſh, that Monſieur Per- 
rault hath done to the French, of the Century ſo lately paſs d; 
my Lord Bacoy's Virtues and good Qualities will be eſteem'd 
fo much ſuperior to his Defects, that none will deny him, 


an early Place among the moſt Llaſtrious Aden of that 
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Memoires, &c. 


T1” 
To Mr. Fowlys. (a) 


S I RN, 

HE Occaſion awaketh in me the remembrance 

of the conſtant and mutual good Offices, 

| Which paſſed between my Good Brother and 

your ſelf; whereunto (as you know) I was 

not altogether a Stranger: 'Tho' the time, and deſign, (as 
between Brethren) made me more reſerved. But well 
do I bear in mind the great Opinion which my Bro- 
ther (whoſe Judgment I much reverence.) would often 


(a) Upon the death of Queen Elizabeth, Mr. Fowlys was ſent out of 
Scotland with Letters to divers of the Lords, which were of her Maje- 
ſty's Privy Council; ſoon after whoſe arrival the Lord Treaſurer, the Lord 

-High Admiral, and Sir Robert Cecil Principal Secretary of State, return'd a 

large Letter of Thanks, and of Advice to the King concerning the pre- 
tent poſture of Affairs. He was afterwards Created a Baronet by the 
Name of Sir David Fowlys of Ingleby in the North-Riding of Tork. ſbire, 
where he had Seated himſelf, and where his Poſterity now remaineth. 


B expreſs 
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Letters and Memoires 


expreſs to me, of your Extraordinary Sufficiency, 
Dexterity, and Temper, which he had found in you, 
in the Buſineſs and Service of the Aing, our Sovereign 
Lord (b). This latter bred in me an Election, as the 
former gave an Inducement for me, to addreſs my 
ſelf to you; and to make this ſignification, of my de- 
ſire, towards a Mutual Entertainment of good Affe- 
ction, and Correſpondence, between us; Hoping, 
that both ſome good effect may reſult of it, towards 
the King's Service; And that for our Particulars, 
though Occaſion give you the precedence of further- 
ing my being known, by good note, unto the King; 
ſo no long time will intercede, before I, on my part, 
ſhall have ſome means given, to requite your favours, 
and to verifie your Commendation. And ſo with my 
Loving Commendations, good Mr. Fowlys, I leave you 


to God's Goodneſs. From Grays-Inn, the 27th of 
March 1603. 


(b) Mr. Anthony Bacon, the Elder and onely Brother to Sir Francis Bacon 
of the whole Blood, was ſaid to have been equal to him in height of 
Wit, tho' inferior to him in the Endowments of Learning and Know- 
ledge ; and by Sir Henry Wotton, that he was a Gentleman of impotent 


Feet, but of a nimble head, through whoſe Hands ran all the 1 
gences with Scotland. | 


1 
To Mr. Fowlys. . 
Mr. Fowlys, © 


Did write unto you yeſterday, by Mr. Lake, (Who 
was diſpatched hence from their Lordſhips) a Let. 
ter of reviver of thoſe Sparks of Former Acquaint- 
ance between us, in my Brother's time : And now, 


upon the ſame confidence, finding ſo fit a Meſſenger, 


would not fail to ſalute you; hoping it will fall > 
= ſo 


of Sir FRANCIS Bacox. 


ſo happily, as that you ſhall be one of the King's 
Servants, which his Majeſty will firſt employ here 
with us; where, I hope, to have ſome means, not to 
be barren in Friendſhip towards you. 

We all thirſt after the King's coming, accounting 
all this but as the dawning of the day, before the ri- 
ſing of the Sun, till we have his preſence. And though 
now his Majeſty muſt be Fanus Bifrons, to have a face 
to Scotland, as well as to England, yet, Quod nunc in- 
ftat agendum : The expectation is -here, that he will 
come in State, and not in Strength (a). So for this 
time I commend you to God's Goodneſs. 28. March 
I 603. . 


(a) This is what my Lord Bacon, in his Hiſtory of the Reign of King 
Henry the Seventh, obſerves to have been done by that wiſe Prince in or- 
der to quiet the Fears of the People, and diſperſe the conceit of his co- 
ming in by Conqueſt. | 


III. 
To Sir Thomas Chaloner. (a) 


SI R, | 
OR our Money. matters, I am aſſured, you re- 
ceived no inſatisfaction; for you know my Mind, 
and you know my Means ; which now, the openneſs 


(a) Sir Thomas Chaloner, was Son to Sir Tho. Chaloner who behaved him- 
ſelt with great Valour under the Commands of the Emperour Charles the 
Fifth, and the Duke of Somerſet, and equal prudence in the Courts of 
the Emperour and King of Spain; whither he was ſent Ambaſſador in the 
beginning of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, He was, like unto his Father, 
a Gentleman of great Parts and Abilities, to whoſe Care King Fames 
committed the Tuition of his Son Prince Henry, upon his coming into 
England. Sir Thomas having a few years before, made the. firſt diſcovery of 
Alum-Mines in this Nation, at or near Gzsborough in Tork-ſhire ; where 
ſome of his Name and Family doth ſtill continue. He ſurvived his Royal 
Pupil juſt three years, dying in November 1615. 8 
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of the time, cauſed by chis bleſſed conſent, and peace, 
will encreaſe : and ſo our agreement, according to 
your time, be obſerved. For' the preſent, according 
to the Roman Adage ; (that one Cluſter of Grapes ripen- 
eth beſt beſides another ;) 1 know, you hold me not 
unworthy, whoſe mutual Friendſhip you ſhould che- 
riſh : And I, for my part, conceive good hope, that 
you are likely to become an acceptable Servant to the 
King our Maſter. Not ſo much, for any way made 

heretofore, (which, in my Judgment, will make no 
great Difference) as for the ſtuff and ſufficiency, which 
I know to be in you; and whereof, I know, his Ma- 
jeſty may reap great Service. And therefore, my ge- 
neral requeſt is, that according to that Induſtricus 
vivacity, which you uſe towards your Friends, you 
will further his Majeſty's good conceit and inclination. 
towards me; to whom words cannot make me known, 
neither mine own, nor others; but time will, to no 
diſadvantage of any, that ſhall forerun his Majeſty's 
Experience, by your Teſtimony and Commendation. 
And though Occafion give you the precedence of 
doing me this ſpecial good Office; yet I hope, no 
long time will intercede , before I ſhall have ſome 
means, to requite your favour, and acquit your re- 
port. More particularly, having thought good to 
make Oblation of my moſt humble Service to his 
Majeſty, by a few Lines, I deſire your loving care 
and help, by your ſelf, or ſuch means as I refer. to 
your diſcretion,” to deliver and preſent the ſame to his 
Majeſty's hands. Of which Letter, I ſend you. a Co- 
py, that you may know what you carry; and may 
take of Mr. Mathew, the Letter it ſelf; if you be 
pleaſed to undertake the delivery. Laſtly, I do com 
mend to your ſelf, and ſuch your Courteſies, as occa- 
fion may require, this Gentleman, Mr. Mathew, 41 
„ ta e 


of Sir Fx ancis Bacon. 


deſt Son to my Lord Biſhop, of - Dureſme, and my ve 
good Friend, aſſuring you that any Courteſie, you ſhall 
uſe towards him, you ſhall uſe to a very worthy 


young Gentleman, and one, I know, whoſe Ac. 


quaintance, you will much eſteem. And fo I ever 
continue. | ; 


= TT 
To the KING. 


It may pleaſe your moſt. Excellent Majeſty, WOT, 
II is obſerved upon a place in the Canticles, by ſome ; 
Ego ſum flos Campi, & Lilium Convallium, that 4 
diſpari, it is not ſaid, Ego ſum flos Horti, & Lilium 
Montinm ; becauſe the Majeſty of that Perſon is not en- 
cloſed for a Few, nor appropriate to the Great. And 
yet, notwithſtanding this Royal Virtue of Acceſs, 
which Nature and Judgment hath planted in your 
Majeſty's Mind, as the Portal of all the reſt, could 
not of it ſelf, (my Imperfections confidered ) have 
animated me to have made Oblation of my elf, 
immediately to your Majeſty , had it not been 
joyned with an habit of the like liberty, which I en- 
joyed with my late dear Sovereign Miſtreſs ; a Prin- 
ceſs happy in all things elſe, but moſt happy in ſuch 
2 Succeſſor. And yet further, and more nearly, I was 
not, a.little .encouraged, not anly upon a ſuppoſal, 
that unto your Majeſty's Sacred Ear, 2 to the Air 
of all Virtues) there might come ſome ſmall breath 


1 © 


of the good memory of my Father, ſo long a Prin-. 
Your Kingdom (a); but alſo, by. 
edge, of the infinite devotion, and 


cipal Councellor in 
the particular know 


Fs, 


the 21. year of Queen El;zabeth, | 


in 


) Sir Nicholas Bacon Lord Keeper of the Great Seal from the firſt to 


* I am the 
Flower of 
the Field, 
and the 
Lilly of the 
Valeys, 
that it is 
not ſaid, 
I am the 
Flower of 
the Gar- 
den, and 
the Lilly of 
the Mount- - 
ains. 
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inceſſant endeavours, (beyond the ſtrength of his Body, 
and the nature of the times) which appeared in 
my Good Brother, towards your Majeſty's Service; 
and were on your Majeſty's part, through your ſingu- 
lar benignity, by many, moſt gracious and lively ſig- 
nifications and favours accepted and acknowledged, 
beyond the Merit of any thing he could effect. Which 
endeavours and duties, for the moſt part, were com- 
mon to my ſelf with him, though by deſign, as (be- 
tween Brethren) diſſembled. And therefore, moſt 
high, and mighty King,. my moſt dear and dread Sove- 
reign Lord; ſince now, the Corner. ſtone is laid of the 
Mightieſt Monarchy in Europe; and that God above, 

who hath ever a hand 1n bridling the Flouds and Mo- 
tions of the Seas, hath by the miraculous and yni- 
verſal conſent, (the more ſtrange, becauſe it proceed- 
eth from ſuch diverſity of Cauſes in your coming in); 
given a Sign and Token of great happineſs in the Con- 
tinuance of your Reign; I think, there is no Subject 
of your Majeſty's, which loveth this Iſland, and is not 
hollow or unworthy, whoſe heart is not ſet on fire, 
not only to bring you Peace-offerings, to make you 
propitious ; but to ſacrifice himſelf a Burnt-offering or 
Holocauſt to your Majeſty's Service: Amongſt which 
number no Man's fire ſhall be more pure and fervent 
than mine: But how far forth it ſhall blaze out, that 
reſteth in your Majeſty's Imployment. So thirſting 
after the happineſs of Kiſſing. your Royal Hand, 1 


continue ever. 
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V. 
To My. Davis. (a) 


Ar. Davis, 


'T Hough you went on the fudden, yet you could 
not go, before you had ſpoken with your (elf, 
to the purpoſe, which I will now write: And there- 
fore, I know, it ſhall be altogether needleſs; fave that 
I meant to ſhew you, that I was not aſleep. Briefly, 
I'commend my ſelf to your Love, and the well uſing 
my Name; as well in repreſſing and anſwering for 
me, if there be any biting or nibling at it in that 
place; as by imprinting a good conceit and opinion 
of me, chiefly" in the Ning, (of whoſe favour I make 
my ſelf comfortable aſſurance) as otherwiſe in that 
Court: And not only fo, bur generally to perform 
to me, all the good Offices which the vivacity of 


* 


your Wit can week to your mind, to be performed 
to one, with whoſe Affection you have ſo great ſym 
pathy ; and in whoſe fortune you have fo great In. 
tereſt, So deſiring you to be good to concealed Poets, 
re on aero. 


(a) Mr. Davis having made his way unto the knowledge of King Fames,. 
by a Poem he Dedicated unto the late Queen; Entituled, Noſce teipſum, 
was very favourably. recely'd by the King; and not long after made his 
Attorney General in Ireland, and Serjeant at Law. And in the next Reign, 
was nominated to be Chief Fuſtice of the Kings-Bench in England upon the 
diſplacing of Sir Randal Crewe; but died ſuddenly on the 27th of De- 
cember 1626. He, Was very converſant with the Wits of his time; ſome 
of his Writings declare his Excellency in that kind, as others do his Abi- 
lities in his own Profeſſion. | pork 


2 2. 
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VI. 
To Mr. Robert Kempe. 

Mr. Kempe, * | N 
4 \'HIS Alteration is ſo great, as you might juſt- 
ly conceive, ſome coldneſs of my Affection to- 
Wards you, if you ſhould hear nothing from me, I 
living in this place. It is in vain to tell you with 
what wonderſul ſtill and calm this Wheel is turned 
round; which, whether it be a remnant of her felicity, 
that is gone; or a fruit of his Reputation that is co- 
ming, I will not determine. For I cannot but divide 
my ſelf between her Memory and his Name: Yet we 
account it but a fair Morn, before Sun: riſing, before 
his Majeſty's Preſence; though, for my part, I ſee 
not, whence. any Weather ſhould ariſe. The Papiſts 
are contained with fear enough, and hope too much. 
The French is thought to turn his Practice upon pro- 
curing ſome diſturbance in Scatland, where Crowns 
may do. Wonders: But this Day. is ſo. welcome to 
the Nation, and the time ſo ſhort, as I do not ſear 
the effect. My Lord of Southampton expecteth re- 
leaſe by the next Diſpatch, and is already much 
viſited, and much well-wiſned. There is continual 
Poſting by Men of Good Quality towards the Xing. 
The rather, I think, becauſe this Spring-time, it is 
but a kind of Sport. It is hoped, that as the State 
here hath performed the part of good Attorneys to de- 

liver the King quiet Poſſeſſion of his Aingdoms; ſo the 
King will redeliver them quiet Poſſeſſion of their 


Places; rather ſilling Places void, then removing Men 
placed. So, Sc. 


VII. 


of Sir ERANCIS Ba con. 


VII. | 
To the Earl of Northumberland. (a) 


It may pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Do hold it a thing formal and neceſſary for the 


King, to forerun his coming, (be it never fo 
ſpeedy) with ſome Gracious Declaration, for the che- 
riſhing, entertaining, and preparing of Men's Affecti- 
ons GY For which purpoſe I have conceived a 


Draught, it being a thing familiar in my Miſtreſs her 


times, to have my Pen uſed in Publick Writings of 
Satisfaction. The uſe of this may be in two ſorts : 
Firſt, properly, if your Lordſhip think it convenient, 


(a) Henry Percy the Ninth Earl of Northumberland of that ancient Name, 
was endued with great Learning himſelf, and a great Patron of others 
that were ſo, eſpecially Mathematicians. And as he poſſeſſed the High 
Spirit, become almoſt incident to his Family; ſo no Man eſpouſed the 
Title of King Fames to the Engliſh Throne with a greater zeal than him- 
ſelf; declaring that he would remove all Impediments by his Sword. Yet 
the King, (perhaps fearing that one who thought he could confer Crowns, 
might attempt to reſume them) cauſed this Great Man to be fo effectu- 
ally proſecuted in the Star- Chamber in the year 1606, upon a Suppoſition 
of his being Privy to the Powder-Plot, or at leaſt of concealing his Cou- 
ſin Mr. Thomas Percy one of the Conſpirators therein: That he was Fined 
300004, and condemned to perpetual Impriſonment. But the Lord Hay, 
afterwards Created Vicount Doncaſter and Earl of Carliſle, Marrying in 
1617 his youngeſt Dauyhter the Lady Lucy Percy, a Lady of the moſt ce- 
lebrated Wit and Beauty of any in her times : His Releaſe from the 
Tower was obtain'd about the year 1621. Though it is ſaid the Earl was 
with great difficulty prevail'd to accept of this Favour, becauſe procured 


by a Man, he diſdained to own to be ſo near a Relation as that of a 


on. | | | 
(b) Inſtead of this Declaration Sir Francis Bacon tells us in another 
place, that at this time there came forth in Print the King's Book, con- 
taining matter of Inſtruction to the Prince his Son, touching the Office of 
a King ; which falling into every Man's hand, filled the whole Realm as 


with a good Perfume and Incenſe before the King's coming in, and far 


exceeded any Formal or curious Edict or Declaration which could have 
been deviſed of that Nature, wherewith Princes in the beginning of their 
Reigns do uſe to grace themſelves, or at leaſt expreſs themſelves gracious 
in the Eyes of their People. | 
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ſonment in the Tower till the 1oth of April 1603. He was 
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to ſnew the King any ſuch Draught, becauſe the veins 


and pulſes of this State cannot but be beſt known 


here; which if your Lordſhip ſhould do, then I would 
deſire you to withdraw my Name, and only ſignifie 
that you gave ſome heads of direction of ſuch a Mat- 
ter to one of whoſe Stile and Pen you had ſome opi- 
nion. The other Collateral; That though your Lord- 
ſhip make no other uſe of it, yet it is a kind of Por- 
traicture of that, which I think worthy to be adviſed 
by your Lordſhip to the King; and perhaps more 
compendious and ſignificant, than if I had ſet them 
down in Articles. I would have attended your Lord- 
ſhip but for ſome little Phyſick I took. To Morrow 
Morning I will wait on you. Sol ever, Sc. 


VV 
To the Earl of Southampton. (a) 


It may pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Would have been very glad to have preſented my 
humble Service to your Lordſhip by my Attend- 
ance, if I could have foreſcen that it ſhould not have 
been unpleaſing unto you. And therefore, becauſe 1 
would commit no error, I choſe to write; aſſuring 
your Lordſhip, how credible ſoever it may ſeem to 
you at firſt, yet it is as true as a thing that God know- 
eth ; that this great Change hath wrought in me no 
other Change towards your Lordſhip than this, That 


( Henry uriubeſſey Earl of Saurbanpten having been involved in the 
ue ot the moſt Noble but unfortunate Earl oP Eſſex, m—_ . Fe 
to die as guilty of the ſame Crimes, but that Earl who ſeemed careleſ; 


of his own. life, interceeded for the Life of his Friend, as did Southampron's 
own modeſt Behaviour at his Trial: From which time he fuffer d Impri- 


was t. $4 : afterwards re- 
ſtored in Blood, made Knight of the Garter, and One of his Majeſty's 
Privy Council, | | 


I may 


of Sir FRxancis Bacon. 
I may ſafely be now that which I was truly before. 


And fo craving no other pardon, than for troubling 


you with my Letter, I do not now begin to be, but 
continue to be 


Tour Lordſbips humble and much devoted, 


FR. BACON. 


IX. 


TO Mr. Mathewe. (a) 
„, 


* 


1 Was heartily glad to hear that you had paſſed ſo 


great a part of your Journey in ſo good health. 
My aim was right in my Addreſs of Letters to thoſe 
Perſons in the Court of Scotland, who were liklieſt to 


(a) I make no doubt but that this Letter was written to Mr. Mathewe, 
although it is not ſo expreſs'd_ in his Collection. He was Son to Dr. Tobie 
Mathewe Biſhop of Durham, and afterwards Archbiſhop of Tork; one of the 
moſt Eminent Divines of this Nation, conſider'd either in the Schools, the 
Pulpit, or the Epiſcopal Chair; and was born in Oxford in 1578, whilſt 
his Father was Dean of Chriſt- Church, but was to the great grief of his Pa- 
rents a few years after the coming in of the King, reconciled to the 
Church of Rome, through the means, as is ſaid, of Parſons the Jeſuit: 
And became ſo induſtrious an Agent for her, that his refuſal of the Oath 
of Allegiance Eſtabliſhed by a late Act of Parliament, together with ſome 
imprudent Carriage, gave the King ſo great offence, that he was in a 
manner exiled the Kingdom in the year 1607, He continued roving from 
one Country and Prince's Court to another till 1617, when applying 
himſelf with much earneſtneſs to the Earl of Buckingham, he obtain'd a 
permiſſion to come into England, which he did in Fuly that year, preſent- 
ing himſelf in the firſt place to Sir Francis Bacon then Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal. But the King being afterwards diſpleaſed with him,, did not- 
withſtanding his moving and preſſing Letters command him again to de- 
part in October 1618. Yet in 1622 he was recalled to aſſiſt in the buſineſs 
of the pen Match then in agitation, and Knighted the year following. 
He 1s repreſented as a Man of very good Parts and Literature, but of an 
active and reſtleſs temper. What opinion Sir Fr. Bacen had of him when 
young appears before in his Letter to Sir Thamas Chaloner, and what 
eſteem he had for Sir Francis may be ſeen in the Preface to his Collecti- 
ons of Letters. At the beginning of which is Printed his Character of the 
Lady Carlifle whom I have mention'd before. He died at Gawnt in Flag- 
ders in 1657. e e dee e bor | lg 
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Terrors (45). In my Particular I have many Com- 


L“etibrs and Memoires 


be uſed for the Affairs of Euglaud; but the pace they 
held was too ſwift, for the Men were come away be- 
fore my Letters could reach them. With the firſt, I 


have renewed acquaintance, and it was like a Bill of 


Revivor, by way of Croſs-Suits; for he was as ready 
to have begun with me. The ſecond did this day ar- 
rive, and took acquaintance with me inſtantly in the 


Council- Chamber, and was willing to entertain 


me with further demonſtrations of Confidence, than I 
was willing at that time to admit. But I have had no 
ſerious Speech with him, nor do I yet know whether 


any of the Doubles of my Letter have been delivered 


to the King. It may perhaps have proved your Luck 
to be the firſt, 1 8 
Things are here in good Quiet. The King acts Ex- 
cellently well; for he puts in Clauſes of reſervation 
to every Proviſo. He ſaith, he would be ſorry to have 


juſt cauſe to remove any. He faith, he will diſ- 
place none who hath ſerved the Queen and State, ſin- 
cerely, &c. The truth is, here be two Extreams, ſome 
ſew would have no change, no not reformation. Some 
many would have much change, even with perturba- 
tion. God, I hope, will direct this wiſe King to 
hold a mean between Reputation enough , and no 


torts: 
b) Upon this occaſion it pot be amiſs to remember what the moſt 
Eminent Cardinal D'oſſat writ from Rome to Monfieur de Villeroy upon the 
Acceſſion of King Fames'to the Crown of England, part of which I wiſh 
no Prince would ever forget. = 
C'eſt Tordinaire des hommes de regarder plus au Soleil Orient qu'3' 
Poccident, & des Princes bien adviſez qui font appellcz 4 un nouvel 
Eſtate, d'y entrer doucement, ſans irriter ni m&contenter Perſonne ni de- 
dans ni dehors, Si ce Prince continiie guide par la vertu, & accompagne 
de bon heur, come juſques icy, il ſera tres-grand, & fera bon Vavoir, pour 
amy; & nous ound depuis quelques années en ca n'ayions en 1'ceil qua 
quien un lieu, faudra que Layons cy apres en deux; comme faudra bien 
auſſi qui faſſent encores d'autres. Et en Fin de Compte, celui de rows qui 


of Sir FRAN CIS Bacon. 


forts and Aſſurances; but in my own opinion the 
chief is, that the Canvafling World is gone, and the 
deſerving World is come. And withal I find my 
ſelf as one awaked out of ſleep ; which I have not 
been this long time, nor could I think have been now 
without ſuch a great noiſe as this, which yet is in 
Aurd Leni. I have written this to you in haſt, my 
end being no more than to write, and thereby to 
make you know that I will ever continue the ſame; 
and ſtill be fure to wiſh you as heartily well as to my 


ſelf. | 


regners le mieux, & le plus juftement à Phonneur & gloire de Dieu, 2 au | 


Soulagement, Profit & Felicite de ſes ſujets ; ſera le plus aſſeure, le plus Fort, 
& le plus aimł lone & beni de Dieu & des Hommes ; en quoy conſiſte la vraye 
T perdurable grandeur & Puiſſance des Roys ,* & Laſſeurance de leur Pos 
ſteritè. | | | 


Jo the Earl of Northumberland. 


: It may pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, 


1 Would not have loſt this Journey, and yet IJ have 


not that I went for, for I have had no private Con- 


ference to -purpoſe, with the King. No more hath: 


almoſt any other Eng/iſh. For the Speech his Majeſty: 


admitteth with ſome Noblemen, is rather matter of 
Grace than matter of Buſineſs ; with the Atturney he 


ſpake, urged by the Treaſurer of Scotland, but no more 
than needs muſt. After I had receiv'd his Majeſty's firſt 


welcome, and was promiſed private acceſs; yet not 


knowing what matter of Service your Lordſhip's Let - 


ter carried (for I ſaw it not) and well knowing that 
primeneſs in advertiſement is much; I choſe rather to 
deliver it to Sir Tho, Heskins , than to cool it in my 
— 


awn hands, upon expectation of Acceſs. Your Lorc 
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ſhip ſhall find a Prince, the fartheſt from vain glory, that 
may be; and rather like a Prince of the Ancient Form, 
than of the latter time. His Speech is ſwift and cur- 
fory, and in the full Dialeſt of his Country , and in 
Speech of Buſineſs, ſhort ; - in Speech of Diſcourſe, 
large. He affecteth Popularity by Gracing ſuch as he 
hath heard to be Popular, and not by any faſhions of 
his on: He is thought ſomewhat general in his Fa- 
vours; and his virtue of Acceſs, is rather, becauſe he 
is much abroad, and in preſs, than that he giveth eaſie 
Audience. He haſteneth to a Mixture of both Kingdoms 
and Occaſions, faſter perhaps than Policy will well 
bear. I told your Lordſhip once before, that (me- 
thought) his Majeſty rather asked Counſel, of the time 
paſt, than of the time to come. But it is yet early to 
ground any ſetled opinion. For the Particulars, I refer 
to Conference, having in theſe Generals gone further 
in ſo tender an Argument, than I would have done, 
were not the bearer. hereof fo aſſured. So I con- 
tinue, Oc. 
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J Am glad to hear of you, as Ido; and for my part, 
vou ſhall find me ready to take any Occaſion, to 
further your Credit, and Preferment. And I dare aſ- 
fare you, (though I am no Undertaker) to prepare 
your. way with my Lord of Salisbury, for any good 
fortune:which may befall you. You teach me to com- 
plain of Buſineſs, whereby I write the more briefly ; 
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and yet I am fo unjuſt, as that which I alledge for 
mine own Excuſe, I cannot admit for yours. For I 
muſt, by expecting, exact your Letters, with this fruit, 
of your Sufficiency, as to underſtand how things paſs 
in that Kingdom. And therefore, having begun, I pray 
you continue. This is not meerly Curioſity, for I have 
ever (I know not by what inſtinct) wiſhed well to that 


impoliſhed part of this Crows. And fo, with my very 


Loving Commendations, I remain. 


XII. 
To the Earl of Salisbury. (a) 
. | It may pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, | 


J Preſent your Lordſhip with a Work of my vacant 
I time; which if it had been more, the Fork had 
been better. It appertaineth to your Lordſhip (beſides. 


my particular reſpects) in ſome propriety ; in regard 
you are a great Governour, in a Province of Learning. 


And (that which is more) you have added- to your 
place Affection towards Learning; and to your Affe. 


ion, Judgment. Of which, the laſt, I could be con- 


(a) Sir Robert Cecil, Created by King Fames Lord Cecil, Vicount Cran- 


' burne, and Earl of Salisbury; was not only Son to one of the Greateſt 


Stateſmen of his Age, the Lord Burleigh, but ſucceeded him in his Places 


and Abilities, and was one of the great Supports of the Queen's declining. 


years, Yet the ill Offices he was thought to perform towards the Noble 


and Popular Earl of Eſſex, together with his conduct in ſome Particulars 


in her Succeſſor's Reign, has abated the Luſtre of his Character, which 
otherwiſe from his Parts and Prudence would have appear'd very confpi- 


cuous. After he had been long Secretary of State, ſome years Lord Treaſurer 


and Chancellor of the Univerſity of Cambridge, he died in May 1612, at 
Marlborough in his return from the Bath ; as by a Diary of his Sickneſs,and 
the account given by Sir Robert Naunton one of his Retinue, appears ; 
which I ſhould not here mention, but that his Enemies in their Libels 


ut his Misfortune. ” 


which flew freely about, have lug eſted that he died on the Downs, which 
tent, 


if true, could be eſteemed at mo 
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tent, were (for the time) leſs, that you might the leſs 
exquiſitely cenſure, that which I offer unto you. But 
ſure I am, the Argument is good, if it had lighted up- 
on a good Author. But I ſhall content my ſelf to awake 
better Spirits; like a Belkringer, which is firſt up to 
call others to Church. So with my humble deſire of 
your Lordſhip's good acceptation, I remain. 


N eee 
To the Lord Treaſurer Buckehurſt. (a) 
May it pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, LEED 


T Have finiſhed a Work touching the Advancement, or 
ſetting forward of Learning, which I have Dedica- 


ted to his Majeſty ; the moſt Learned of a Sovereign, 


or Temporal Prince, that time hath known.” And upon 
reaſon, not unſike, I humbly preſent one of the Books, 
to your Lordſhip : Not only as a Chancellor of an Uni- 


(a) I ſhall draw, this Noble Lord's Cho racter from Sir. Robert Naunton's 
Obſervations of the Favourites of Queen Elizabeth.; and much in his own 
words: My Lord of, Buckehurſt was of the Noble Houſe of the Sackvilles, 
and: of the. Queen's Conſanguinity. He was a very fine Gentleman of Per- 
ſon and Endowments, both of Art and Nature ; but without meaſure mag- 


nificent, till on the Turn of his Humour, and the allay that his years and 
good counſels of the Queen, c., had. wrought,.upon thoſe immoderate 


courſes of his Youth, and that Heighth of ſpirit inherent to his Houſe; 
She began to aſſiſt him in the reparation of that vaſt- Patrimony he had 
much waſted. After the Honour ſhe had given him of Lord. Buckehurſt, and 
Knight of the Garter, ſhe procured him to be choſen Chancellor of the Uni- 


13 of Oxford, upon the death of Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, and conſtituted 


m Lord Treaſurer on the death of the Lord Burleigh, which Office he en- 
joy'd till April 1608, dying then ſuddenly at the Council-Table : The Kin 
having ſome years before Created him Earl of Dorſet. He is alſe muc 
commended for his happy vein in Poetry, to which he was addicted in his 
Youth ; and for his Elocuticn, and the Excellencies of his Pen; Faculties 
that yet run in the Blood, as Sir Robert Naunton obſerves in his Son Robert 
and his Grandſons Richard and Edward, Succeſſive Earls of Dorſet, and this 

ge has the ſatisfaction to ſee continued in the Perſon of the Right Ho- 
nourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex, e 
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verſity, but as one that was Excellently bred in all Learn- 
ing; which I have ever noted to ſhine in all your Spee- 
ches and Behaviours. And therefore your Lordſhip 
will vield a Gracious Aſpe& to your firſt Love; 


and take pleaſure in the adorning of that wheres 


with your felt are ſo much adorned. And fo humbly 
deſiring your favourable Acceptation thereof, with ſig- 
nification of humble Duty, I remain. . 


XIV. 
To the Lord Chancellor. (a) 


May it pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, 

1 humbly preſent your Lordſhip with a Work, where- 
in, as you have much Commandment over the Au- 

thor ; ſo your Lordſhip hath great intereſt in the Argu- 

ment : For to ſpeak without flattery, few have like uſe 

of Learning, or like Judgment in Learning, as Ihave 


obſerved in your Lordſhip. And again, your Lord- 


ſhip hath been a great Planter. of Learning; not only 
in thoſe places in the Church, which have been in your 
own Gift, but alſo in your Commendatory Vote, no 
Man hath more conſtantly held; Let it be given to the 
moſt deſerving, detur digniori: And therefore, both 


your Lordſhip is beholding to Learning, and Learning 


beholding to you; which maketh me preſume with 
good aſſurance that your Lordſhip will accept well of 
theſe my Labours ; the rather becauſe your Lordſhip 
in private Speech hath often begun to me in expreſſing 
your Admiration of his Majetty's Learning, to whom 
T have Dedicated this Work ; and whoſe Virtue and 
Perfection in that kind did chiefly move me to a Work 


0 4) sir Thamas Egerton Lord Elleſmere. See the Introduction. g 
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of this Nature. And ſo with ſigniſication of my moſt 
humble Duty and Affection to your Lordſhip, I re. 
main. f 


% 


XV. 
To the Earl of Northampton. (a) 


It may pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, 
Aving finiſhed a Work touching the Advancement 
of Learning, and Dedicated the ſame to his Sacred 
Majeſty, whom I dare avouch, (if the Records of 
time err not) to be the Learnedſt King that hath Reign- 
ed; I was deſirous, in a kind of Congruity, to pre- 
ſent it by the Learnedſt Counſellor in this Kingdom; to 


the end that ſo good an Argument, lighting upon ſo bad 


an Author, might receive ſome reputation by the hands 
into which, and by which it ſhould be delivered. And 
therefore, I make it my humble Suit to your Lordſhip, 
to preſent this mean but well meant Writing to his Ma- 
jeſty, and with it, my humble and zealous Duty ; 


(a) The Earl of Northampton was the ſecond Son, and bore the Name of 
that accompliſhed Gentleman Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, Son and Heir 
to the Duke of Norfolk, who ſuffer'd under the Severity of King Henry the 
Eighth's latter days, the one by Death, the other Impriſonment. During 
great part of the Relgn of Queen Elizabeth, while his Family lay under 
the (loud, he appli'd himſelf to Learning; and to what a degree he ar- 
rived: appears by a. Book he Publiſhed in 1583, againſt the porte of Sup- 
poſed Propheſies, and Dedicated to Sir Francis Walſingbam; and the Eulo- 
gy that was generally given him, That He was the moſt Learned among the 


Noble, and the moſt Noble among the Learned. But in the King's Reign His 


Advancement was ſpeedy both 1n Favours, Honours and Riches. The Ser- 
vices he performed as a Commiſſioner in making the Peace between Eng- 
land and Spain, gave birth to a Saying in thoſe Times, (but with what 
truth I know not) That his Houſe in the Strand now call'd Northumberland- 
Houſe, was built by Spaniſh Gold. He died in 1614, leaving behind him 
the memory of ſome real good Works, and of ſome ſuppoſed ill ones; con- 
cealing as was thought his Religion for many years, and of being privy to 
the untimely death of Sir Tho, Overbury. 5 


and 
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and alſo, my like humble requeſt of Pardon, if I 
have too often taken his Name in vain,not onely in the 
the Dedication, but in the voucher of the Authority of 
his Speeches and Writings. And ſo I remain. 


XVI. 
To Sir Thomas Bodley. (a) 


5 5 Ny — 
Think no Man may more truely ſay, with the 
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Pſalm, * Multum Incola fuit Anima mea, than my * wy Soul 


ſelf; for I do confeſs ſince I was of any underſtanding, 
my mind hath in effect been abſent from that I have 
done: And in abſence are many Errors, which I do 


willingly acknowledge ; and amongſt the reſt, this 


great one that led the reſt; that knowing my ſelf by 
inward calling to be fitter to hold a Book, than to play 
a part, I have led my life in Civil Cauſes ; for which 


{ was not very fit by nature, and more unfit by the pre- 


hath been 
long a So- 


journer. 


occupation of my Mind. Therefore calling my ſelf 


home, I have now for a time enjoyed my {elf ; 
whereof, likewiſe I defire to make the World partaker. 


My Labours (if I may fo term that which was the 


comfort of my other Labours) I have Dedicated to the 
King ; deſirous if there be any good in them, it may 

be as the fat of a' Sacrifice, incenſed to his Honour : 
And the ſecond Copy I have ſent unto you, not onely 
in good affection, but in a kind of Congruity, in re- 
gard of your great and rare deſert of Learning. For 


(a) Sir Thomas Bodley reſtored the Library in Oxford, begun in-the Times 
of King Henry the Sixth by Humphry Duke of Glouceſter ; or was rather the 


Founder of a new One, which now bears his Name, and which hath pla- 


ced him among the chief Benefactors to that Univerſity, and to the Com- 
monwealth of Learning. He died in the entrance of the year 1613. 
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Books are the Shrines where the Saint is, or is believed 
to be. And you having built an Art to ſave Learning 
from Deluge, deſerve propriety in any new. Inſtrument, 
or Engine, whereby Learning ſhould be improved or 
advance. | 


"VIE. 
To Dr. Playfer. 


Mr. Dr. Playfer, 3 : a 

A Great deſire will take a ſmall Occaſion to hope 

A and put in trial that which is deſired. It pleaſed 
you a good while ſince, to expreſs unto me the good 
liking which you conceived of my Book of the 4d. 
vancement of Learning ; and that more ſignificantly, 
(as it ſeemed to me) than out of courteſie, or Civil re- 
ſpect. My ſelf, as I then took Contentment in your Ap- 
probation thereof; ſo I ſhould! eſteem and acknow- 
ledge, not onely my Contentment encreaſed, but my 
Labours advanced, if I might obtain your help in that 
Nature which I deſire. Wherein before I ſet down in 
plain Terms, my requeſt unto you, I will open my 


ſelf; what it was which I chiefly ſought and propound- 


ed. to my ſelf in that Work ; that you may perceive 
that which I now deſire, to be-perſuant thereupon. If 
1 do not much err, (for any Judgment that a Man ma- 
keth of his own doings, had need be ſpoken with a 
Si nunguam fallit Imago, (a)) I have this Opinion, 
that if I kad ſought mine own Commendation, it had 
been a much fitter courſe for me to have done as Gar- 
deners uſed to do, by taking their Seed and Slips, and 


0) Fig. 2 Ecl zue, alluding here to the good opinion Men are apt to 
have of their on Perſons, as here of their own Works, 
„„ rearing 
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rearing them firſt into Plants, and ſo uttering them in 
Pots, when they are in flower, and in their beſt ſtate. 
But for as much as my end was Merit of the State of 
Learning (to my power) and not Glory; and becauſe 
my purpole was rather to-excite other Mens Wits than 
to magnife mine own ; I was deſirous to prevent the 
uncertainneſs of mine own life and times, by utter- 
ing rather Seeds than Plants: Nay and further, (as the 
Proverb is) by ſowing with the Basket, rather than 
with the hand: Wherefore, ſince I have onely taken 
upon me to ring a Bell, to call other Wits together, 
(which is the meaneſt Office) it cannot but be conſo- 
nant to my deſire, to have that Bell heard as far as can 


be. And fince they are but ſparks which can work 


but upon Matter prepared, I have the more reaſon to 
wiſh, that thoſe ſparks may fly abroad, that they may 
the better find and light upon thoſe minds and fpirits 
which are apt to be kindled. And therefore the pri- 
vateneſs of the Language conſidered, wherein it is writ- 
ten, excluding ſo many Readers; as on the other ſide, 
the Obſcurity of the Argument in many parts of it, ex- 
cludeth many others; I muſt account it a ſecond Birth 
of that Work, it it might be Tranſlated into Latin, 
without manifeſt loſs of the Senſe and Matter, For 
this purpoſe I could not repreſent to my ſelf any Man 
into whoſe hands I do more earneſtly defire that. 
Work ſhould fall than your ſelf; for by that J have 
heard and read, I know no Man a greater Maſter in 
commanding words to ſerve Matter. Nevertheleſs, I 
am not ignorant of the worth of your Labours, whe- 
ther ſuch as your place and profeſſion impoſeth,or ſuch. 
as your own virtue may upon your voluntary Electi- 
on take in hand. But I can lay before you no other 
perſwaſions than either the Work it ſelf may affect you, 
with; or the Honour of his Majeſty, to whom it is de» 

— dicated, 
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dicated, or your particular inclination to my ſelf; who, 
as I never took ſo much comfort in any Labours of 
mine own, ſo I ſhall never acknowledge my (elf more 
obliged in any thing to the Labours of another, than 
in that which ſhall aſſiſt it. Which your Labour, if! 
can by my Place, Profeſſion, Means, Friends, Travel, 
Work, Deed, requite unto you, I ſhall eſteem my ſelf 
ſo ſtreightly bound thereunto, as I ſhall be ever 
moſt ready both to take and ſeek occaſion of Thank- 


fulneſs. So leaving it nevertheleſs, Salva Amicitia, 


as reaſon is to your good liking. I remain. 


XVIII. 
To the Lord Chancellor. 


It may pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, 


JOme late Act of his Majeſty, referred to ſome for- 
mer Speech which I have heard from your Lord- 


* 
ſhip, bred in me a great deſire ; and the ſtrength of 


deſire a boldneſs to make an humble Propoſition to 
your Lordſhip ; ſuch as in me can be no better than a 


wiſh : But if your Lordſhip ſhould apprehend it, it may 


take ſome good and worthy effect. The Act I ſpeak of, 
is the Order given by his Majeſty for the erection of 
a Tomb or Monument, for our late Sovereign Queen 
Elizabeth(a) ; wherein I may note much, but only 
this at this time, that as her Majeſty did always right 
to his Majeſty's hopes; ſo his Highneſs doth in all 
things right to her Memory ; a very juſt and Princely 
retribution. But from this occaſion by a very eaſie al. 
{cent I paſſed further, being put in mind by this Repre- 
ſentative of her Perſon of the more true,and more vive 
(a) The Monument here ſpoken of was erected in K. Henry the Seventh's 

Chappel at Weſtminſter, in the year 1666. f 
Repre- 
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Repreſentation which is of her Life and Government : 
for as Statues and Pictures are dumb Hiſtories, ſo Hiſto- 
ries are ſpeaking Pictures; wherein if my affection be 
not too great, or my reading too ſmall ; I am of this 


opinion, That if Plutarch were alive to write Lives by 
Parallels, it would trouble him for virtue and for time, 


both to find for her a Parallel amongſt Women. And 
tho' ſhe was of the paſſive Sex, yet her Government was 
ſo active, as in my ſimple opinion, it made more impreſ- 
ſion upon the ſeveral States of Europe, than it recei- 


ved from thence. But I confeſs unto your Lordſhip I 


could not ſtay there, but went a little further into the 
_ conſideration of the times which have paſled ſince King 
Henry the Eighth ; wherein I find the ſtrangeſt variety 


that in ſo little number of Succeſſions of any Heredita- | 
ry Monarchy hath ever been known. The Reign of a 


Child: The offer of an Uſurpation, though it were 


but as a Diary Ague ; the Reign of a Lady Married to 


a Foreigner, and the Reign of a Lady ſolitary and un- 


married; fo that as it cometh to paſs in maſly Bodies; 


That they have certain Trepidations and waverings, 
before they fix and ſettle ; ſo it ſeemeth that by the 


Providence of God, this Monarchy (before it was to 


ſettle in his Majeſty, and his Generations, in which I 


hope it is now eſtabliſhed for ever) hath had theſe pre- 
luſive changes in theſe barren Princes. Neither could 
I contain my ſelf here, (as it is eaſier to multiply than 


to ſtay a with) but calling to remembrance the unwor- 
thineß of the Hiſtory of England (, in the main con- 
tinuance thereof; and the Partzality and 0bliquity of 


that- 


(6b) The unworthineſs of the Hiſtory of England hath been long com- 


plain'd of by ingenious Men, both of this and other Nations. Sir Francis 


Bacon hath expreſſed himſelf much to the ſame effect, and in many of the 
ſame words, tho' more at large in his ſecond Book of the Advancement of 
Learning. Where he carries this Period of remarkable Eyents ſomewhat 


higher 
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that of Scotland, in the lateſt and largeſt Author (c) 
that I have ſeen; I conceived it would be honour for 
his Majeſty, and a Work very Memorable, if this and 
of Great Britain, as it is now joyned in Monarchy, for 
the Ages to come; ſo it were joyned in Hiſtory for 
the times paſt ; and that one juſt and compleat Hiſtory 


were Compiled of both Nations. And if any Man think 


it may refreſh the Memory of former diſcords, he may 


higher than in this Letter; beginning with the Union of the Roſes under 
Henry the Seventh, and ending with the Union of the Kingdoms under 
King James. A portion of time filled with ſo great and variable Accidents 
both in Church and State, and ſince ſo well diſcovered to the view of the 


World, that had other Parts the ſame performance, we ſhould not longer 


lye under any reproach of this kind. And ſince the Specimen Sir 7/illzaw 
Temple has given the Nation, and the progreſs another faithful and indu- 
ſtrious Gentleman has made; we may hope to ſee a general Hiſtory of 
England compleated in our times. The Reign of King Henry the Seventh 
was written by our Author ſoon after his Retirement, with ſo great a 
Beauty of Stile and wiſdom of Obſervation, that nothing can be more 
entertaining, where the Truth of Hiſtory 1s not diſguiſed with the falſe 
Colours of Romance. It was ſo acceptable a Preſent to the Prince of Wales, 
that when he became King, he commanded him to proceed with the Reign 
of King Henry the Eighth. But my Lord Bacon being then meditating the 
Hiſtory of Nature, which he hardly lived to publiſh ; His ill ſtate of 
Health, and ſucceeding death, put an end to this and other Noble defigns. 
Leaving the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Affairs of thoſe Times to be ſo. well re- 
lated. by the Learned Pens of Dr. Burnet, the preſent Biſhop of Salisbury, 
(notwithſtanding the Objections of the avow'd Enemies, and ſeeming 
Friends to the Reformation) and the Lord Herbert of Cherbury ; that I think 
there is not much of moment to be expected from a future hand. And for 
the Annals of Queen Elizabeth compiled by Mr. Cambden, the eſteem of 
them 1s as Univerſal as the Language in which they are written. Nor muſt 
I forget in this Place to take notice of two fair and large Volumes lately 
publiſhed in Frexch by Aſanſteur de Larrey, where building upon the Foun- 
dations laid by theſe Gentlemen, and ſome other Memoires he hath, not 
forgotten to do much Honour to the Engliſh Nation. Beginning his Hiſtory 


alſo with Henry the Seventh, and already continued to the End of King 
Fames the Firſt, | 


(c) This I take to be meant of Buchanan's Hiſtory of Scotland, a Book 
mach admired by ſome, but cenſured by many, for his Partiality in ſavour 
of the Lords, againſt Mary Queen of the Scots, and the Regal Power. In 
other reſpects, Archbiſhop Spot ſwood informs us that he Penned it with 
ſuch Judgement and Eloquence, as no Country can ſhew a better. 


ſatisfie 
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ſatisfie himſelf with the verſes Olim hæc meminiſſe juva· 

zit; for the caſe being now altered, it is matter of 
Comfort and Gratulation to remember former Trou- 

bles. Thus much, if it may pleaſe your Lordſhip, is 

in the Optative Mood; it is time that I did look a lit- 

tle into the Potential; wherein the hope which I con- 

ceived was grounded upon three Obſervations. The 
Firſt, the nature of theſe times, which flouriſh in 
Learning, both of Art and Language ; which giveth 

hope not onely that it may be done, but that it 

may be well done. Secondly, I do fee that which 

all the world ſees in his Majeſty, both a wonderful 
Judgement in Learning, and a ſingular Affection to- 

wards Learning ; and Works which are of the Mind, 

and not of the Hand. For there cannot be the like 
honour ſought, in building of Galleries (d), and Plant- 

ing of Elmes along High-ways, and outward Orna- 
ments, wherein France now is buſie ; (things rather of 
Magnificence than of Magnanimity ;) as there is in the 
uniting of States (e), pacifying of Controverſies (, nou- 
riſhing and augmenting of Learning and Arts, and the 
particular Actions appertaining to theſe ; of which 

kind Cicero judged truly, when he ſaid to Cæſar, Quan- That 
tum Operibus ſuis detrabet vetuſtas, tantum addet Laudi- Ii 
bus. And Laſtly, I call to mind, that your Lordſhip at as much 
ſome times had been pleafed to expreſs unto me a great improve 
deſire, that ſomething of this nature ſhould be per- Fame as i 
formed; anſwerable indeed to your other Noble and will im- 
worthy Courſes and Actions: Joyning and adding un- Wa!“ 
to the great Services towards his Majeſty ; (which | 


(i) Il Magnificent Gallery at the Louvre in Paris, built by Henry the 
Fourth. | | | 
(ie) The Union of England and Scotland. | F Ae 
(F) The Conference at Hampton Court held between the Biſhops and Pu- 
ritan Miniſters as they were then called, ſoon after the King's coming to 
the Crown of England, and where his Majeſty was the Moderator. 


E have 
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have in ſmall compaſs of time, been put upon your 
Lordſhip) other great deſervings both of the Church 
and Commonwealth, and Particulars ;. ſo as the opinion 
of ſo great and wiſe a Man, doth ſeem to me a good 


Warrant both of the poſlibility and worth of this mat- 
ter. But all this while, I aſſure my ſelf, I cannot be 


miſtaken by your Lordſhip, as if I ſought an Office or 
Imployment for my ſelf: For no Man knows better 
than your Lordſhip, that if there were in me any fa. 
culty thereunto, yet neither my courſe of life, nor pro- 

feſſion would permit it: But becauſe there be ſo many 


good Painters both for. Hand and Colours, it needeth 


but encouragement and inſtructions to give life unto 


it, fo in all humbleneſs, I conclude, my preſenting 


unto your Lordſhip this Wiſh ; which, if it periſh, it 
is but a loſs of that which is not. And fo craving 
pardon that I have taken ſo much time from your Lord- 
ſhip, I remain. LD 


SOIT 
To the KING. 


It may. pleaſe your Majeſty, 
I Earing that you are at leiſure to peruſe Stories, 
a defire took me to make an Experiment what 
I could do in your Majeſty's times, which being but a 
leaf or two, I pray your pardon, if I fend it for your 
Recreation; Conſidering that Love muſt creep where it 
cannot go. But to this I add theſe Petitions. Firſt, that 
if your Majeſty do diſlike any thing, you would con- 


ceive I can amend it upon your leaft beck. Next, that 


if I have not ſpoken of your Majeſty, Encomiaſtically, 
your Majeſty would be pleaſed onely to aſcribe it, to 


of Sir Francis Bacon. 


the Law of an Hiſtory ; which doth not clutter toge- 


ther praiſes upon the firſt mention of a Name, but ra- 


ther diſperſeth and weaveth them through the whole 


Narrative. And as for the proper place of Comme- 


moration, (which is in the period of life) I pray God 


I may never live to write it. Thirdly, that the reaſon 
why I preſumed to think of this Oblation, was becauſe 
whatſoever my diſability be, yet I ſhall have that ad- 


vantage which almoſt no Writer of Hiſtory hath had : 


In that I ſhall write of Times not onely fince I could 


remember, but ſince I could obſerve. And laſtly, that 


it is only for your Majeſty's reading. 
Jo Mr. Edward Coke. (a) 
Mr. Attorney, | 

l Thought beſt, once for all, to let you know in 

plainneſs what I find of you, and what you ſhall 
find of me; You take to your ſelf a Liberty to Diſ- 
grace and diſable my Law, my Experience, my Diſcre- 
tion; what it pleaſeth you, I pray, think of me; I am 


one that knows both mine own wants, and other Mens: 
And it may be, perchance, that mine mend, others ſtand 


at a ſtay. And ſurely I may not endure in publick «ras 


to be wronged without repelling the ſame to my be 
advantage to right my ſelf, You are great, and there- 


fore have the more Enviers, which would be glad to 


have you paid at another's coſt. Since the time I miſſed 
the Solzciror's place, (the rather I think by your means) 
I 'cannot expect that you and I ſhall ever ſerve as Artor- 
ney and Solicitor together; But either to ſerve with an- 


1 Ser che Tntrodudtion, EGO i . 
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other upon your remove, or to ſtep into ſome other 
courſe: So às I am more free than ever I was from 
any Occaſion of unworthy conforming my ſelf to you, 
more than general good Manners, or your particular 
ood uſage ſhall provoke ; and if you had not been 
t- ſighted in your own fortune, (as I think) you 


might have had more uſe of me. But that Tide is paſſed. 


I write not this to ſhew my Friends what a brave Let- 


ter I have written to Mr. Attorney; I have none of thoſe 
 humours, but that I have written is to a good end; 


that is, to the more decent Carriage of my Maſter's Ser- 
vice; and to our particular better underſtanding one 
of another. This Letter, if it ſhall be anſwered by 
you in Deed, and not in word, I ſuppoſe it will not 
be worſe for us both: Elſe it is but a few lines loſt ; 
which for a much ſmaller matter, I would have adven- 
tured. So this being to your ſelf, I for my part reſt. 


To the Earl of Salisbury. = 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Am not privy to my ſelf of any ſuch ill deferving 
towards your Lordſhip, as that I ſhould think it 


an impudent thing to be a Suitor for your Favour in a 


reaſonable matter; your Lordſhip being to me as (with 
your good Favour) you cannot ceaſe to be, but rather 
were a ſimple and arrogant part in me to forbear 


It is thought Mr. Attorney ſhall be Chief Fuſtice of 
the Common Pleas; in caſe. Mr. Solicitor riſe, I would 
be glad now at laſt to be Selicitor ; chiefly becauſe I 
think it will increaſe my practice, wherein God bleſ- 
fing me a few years, I may mend my late, * 
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of Sir FRANCIS Bacon. 2.9 


ſo after, fall to my Studies and eaſe ; _ whereof one 
is requiſite for my Body, and the other ſerveth for my 
mind; wherein if I ſhall find your Lordſhip's Favour , 
I ſhall be more happy than I have been, which may 
make me alſo more wiſe, I have ſmall ſtore of means 
about the King, and to ſue my ſelf is not fit; and 
therefore I ſhall leave it to God, his Majeſty, and your 


Lordſhip, for I muſt ſtill be next the Door. I thank 
God in theſe Tranſitory things I am well reſolved. So | 


beſeeching your Lordſhip not to think this Letter the 
leſs humble, becauſe it is plain. I reſt, &c. 


= 
To the Earl of Salisbury. 


It may pleaſe your good Lordſhip, 
Am not ignorant, how mean a Thing, I ſtand for, 
in defiring to come, into the Solicitors Place: For 
I know well, it is not the Thing it hath been; Time 
having wrought Alteration, both in the Profeſſion, and 
in that ſpecial Place. Yet becauſe, I think, it will en» 
creaſe my Practice, and that it may ſatisfie my Friends; 
And becauſe I have been voiced to it, I would be glad 
it were done. Wherein, I may ſay to your Lordihip, 
in- the Confidence, of your Poor Kinſman, and of a 
Man, by you advanced; 7u idem fer Opem, qui Spem * As you. 
dedifti : For, I am ſure, it was not poſſible, for a Man date 8 | 
Living, to have received, from another, more ſignifi- give Heap. 
cant, and comfortable, words of Hope; your Lord. | 
ſhip being pleaſed, to tell me, durin g the Courſe of 
my laſt Service, that you would raiſe me; And Hate 
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when you Rad reſolved} to raiſe a Man, you were 
more careful of him, than himſelf; And that, what 
you had done for me, in my Marriage, was a benefit 
to me, but of no uſe ro your Lordſhip; And therefore, 
I'might aſſure my Self, you would not leave me there; 
with many like Speeches, which I knew, my Duty too 
well, to take any other hold of, than the Hold of a 
Thankful Remembrance. And I acknowledge, and all 
the World knoweth, that your Lordſhip, is no Dealer, 
of Holy Water, but Noble, and Real; And, on my 
part, I am of à ſure ground, that I have committed 
nothing, that may deſerve alteration. And therefore, 


my Hope is, your Lordſhip, will finiſh a good Work, 


and conſider, that Time groweth precious with me, 
and that I am now in Vergentibus Annis. And although 

I know, that your Fortune is not to need, an Hundred 
ſuch as I am, yet I ſhall be ever ready, to give you 
my beſt, and Firſt fruits; And to ſupply, (as much as 
in me lieth,) Worthineſs, by Thankfulneſe. 
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. if may pleaſe your 'Good Lordſhip, TRIER If 30 
N 8 conceived it to be Reſolution, both with 
bis Mojeſty, and your Loraſbips of His Council, 
that Tſhonld be placed S/ieftur, and the Solicitor, to 
be rembvedito be the Kirg's Serjtant: So ] moſt thank- 
fully acktiowledge, your Lordſhip's furtherance, and 
forwardneſs therein; your Lordſhip, being the Man, 
chit firſt” deviſed ehe Mean} Wherefore, my humble 
Requeſt; to your, Lordſmip is, that you would ſet in, 
with ſome Strength, to ſiniſn this your Work. W 3 
1 Jaſſure 


of Sir FRANCIS Bacox. 


I aſſure your Lord, I deſire; the rather, becauſe being 
placed, I hope, for many Favours, at laſt, to be able, 
to.do you ſome better Service, For as I am, your Lord- 
ſhip cannot uſe me; nor ſcarcely indeed: know me: 
Not that I vainly think, I ſhall be able, to do any great 


Matters, but certainly, it will frame me to uſe a nearer 


Obſervance, and Application, to ſuch, as I honour fo 
much, as I do your Lordſhip ; And not, (I hope) with- 
out ſome good Offices, which may, now and then, de- 
ſerve your Thanks. And herewithal, (good my Lord) 
L humbly pray your Lordſhip, to conſider, that Time 
7roweth precious with me, and that a Married Man, is 
even years elder, in his thoughts, the firſt day. And 
therefore, what a diſcomfortable Thing it is for me, 
to be unſetled ſtill? Certainly, were it not, that I think 
my Self born, to do my Sovereign Service; And there- 
fore, in that Station, I will live and die; Otherwiſe, 
for mine own Private comfort, it were better for me, 
that the Aing, did blot me out of his Book; Or that I 


ſbould turn my Courſe, to endeavour, to ſerve, in ſome 


other kind, than for me, to ſtand thus at a ſtopp ; And 
to have that little Reputation, which by my Induſtry I 
gather, to be ſcattered, and taken away, by continual 
Diſgraces, every new Man coming above me. Sure I 
am, I ſhall never have fairer Promiſes, and Words, 
from all your Lordſhips. For I know not what my Ser- 
vices are, (faving that your Lordſhips told me, they 
were good ;) And [ would believe you, in a much 

ater Matter. Were it nothing elſe, I hope che Moo- 
deſty of my Sute, deſerveth ſomewhat ; For I know 
well, the Solicitor's Place, is not as your Lordſhip left 


it; Time working Alteration, ſomewhat in the Profeſ- 


ſion, much more in that ſpecial Place. But to conelude, 
as my Honourable Lady, your Wife, was ſome Mean, 
to make me, to change the Name of Another; So if 
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it pleaſe you, to help me, to change mine own Name, 
I can be, but more and more bounden to you: And I 
am much deceived, if your Lordſhip, find not the Ning, 


affectionate. 
XXIV. 
To the KING. 


' TYovw honeſtly ready I have been (moft Gracious 


Sovereign, ) to do your Majeſty humble Service, 
to the beſt of my Power, and in a manner, beyond my 
power, (as I now ſtand,) I am not ſo unfortunate, but 
your Majeſty knoweth. For both, in the Commiſſon 
of Union, (the Labour whereof, for Men of my Pro- 
feſſion, reſted moſt upon my hand;) And this laſt Par- 
lament, in the Bill of the Subſidy; Both Body and Pre- 
amble ; In the Bill of Attainders, both Treſham, and 
the reſt; In the Matter of Purveyance; In the Eccleſſa- 
ſtical Petitions ; In the Grievances; And the like; as I 
was ever careful, (and not without good Succeſs, ) 
ſometimes to put forward, that which was good ; ſome- 
times to keep back, that which was not ſo good ; So 


your Majeſty was pleaſed, kindly to accept of my Ser- 


vices, and to ſay to me; Such Conflicts were the Wars 
of Peace; And ſuch Victories the Vidtories of Peace; 
And therefore ſuch Servants, that obtained them, were 


by Kings, that reign in Peace, no leſs to be eſteemed, 
than Services of Commanders in the Wars. In all 
which, nevertheleſs, I can challenge, to my Self, no 


Sufficiency, but that I was diligent, and reaſonable 


happy, to execute thoſe Directions, which I received, 
either immediately from your Royal Mouth, or from 
my Lord of Salisbury. At what time, it pleaſed your 


Majeſty 


of Sir FR ANC IS Bacon. 
Majeſty alſo, to promiſe, and aſſure me, that upon the 
Remove of the then Atturney, I ſhould not be forgot- 
ten, but brought into Ordinary Place. And this was 


after confirmed to me, by many of my Lords, and to- 


wards the end of the laſt Term, the manner alſo, in 


particular, ſpoken of; That is, that Mr. Sollicitor, 


ſhould be made your Majeſty's Serjeant,and I Sollicitor: 
For ſo it was thought beſt, to ſort, with both our Gifts, 
and Faculties, for the good of your Service : And of 
this Reſolution, both Court, and Country, took know- 
ledge. Neither was this, any Invention, or Project, 
of mine own ; but moved trom my Lords, I think, 
firſt from my Lord Chancellor : whereupon reſting, your 
Majeſty well knoweth, I never opened my Mouth, for 
the Greater Place; Though I am ſure, I had two Cir- 
cumſtances, that Mr. Atturney, that now is, could not 
alledge : The one, Nine years Service of the Crown : 


The other, the being Couſin Germain, to the Lord of 


Salisbury, whom your Majeſty eſteemeth, and truſteth 


ſo much. But for the leſs Place, I conceive it was 


meant me. But after that, Mr. Atturney Hobert was 
placed, I heard no more of my Preferment ; but it 
ſeemed to me at a ſtopp, to my great Diſgrace, and 
Diſcouragement. For (Gracious Sovereign,) if ſtill, 
when the Waters are ſtirr'd, another ſhall be put in be- 


fore me, your Majeſty had need work a Miracle, or elſe, 


I ſhall be ſtill, a lame Man, to do your Service. And 
therefore, my moſt humble Sute, to your Majeſty, is; 
That this, which ſeemed to me intended, may ſpeedi- 
ly be pertormed : And, I hope, my former Service, 
ſhall be, but as Beginnings to better, when I am bet- 
ter ſtrengthened : For ſure.I am, no Man's Heart is 
fuller, (I fay not, but many may have greater Hearts, 
but I fay not fuller,) of Love, and Duty, towards 


your Majeſty, and your Children; As, I hope, Time 
+ F 


will 


33 


34 


Letters and Memoires 


will manifeſt, againſt Envy, and Detraction, if any 
be. To conclude, I moſt humbly crave pardon for 
my boldneſs, and reſt. | 


TE: - = 
To the Earl of Salisbury upon a New-years Tide. 


t may pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, 


T Aving no Gift to preſent you with, in any De- 
gree proportionable to my mind; I deſire, ne- 
vertheleſs, to take the advantage of a Ceremony, to ex- 
reſs my ſelf, to your Lordſhip ; it being the fri time, 
F could make the like acknowledgment, when I ſtood. 
out of the Perſon of a Suter : wherefore, I moſt hum- 
bly pray your Lordſhip, to think of me, that now it 
hath pleaſed you, by many effectual and great benefits, 
to add the aſſurance and comfort of your love and fa- 
your, to that precedent diſpoſition, which was in me, 
to admire your Virtue and Merit; I do eſteem whatſo- 
ever I have, or may have, inthis World, but as Traſh, 
in compariſon of having the honour and happineſs, to 
be a near and well accepted Kinſman, to ſo rare and 
worthy a Counſellor, Governour, and Patriot. For ha- 
ving been a Studious, if not a curious obſerver of An- 
tiquities of Virtue, as of late Pieces; I forbear to ſay. 
to your Lordſhip what I find and conceive; but to any 
other I would think to make my ſelf believed. But 
not to be tedious in that which may have the ſhew of a 
Complement, I can but wiſh your Lordſhip, many 
happy years; many more than your Father had; Even 
fo many more, as we may need you more. So I re- 
RAIN. | 
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XXVI. 
To Mr. Mathew. 


Mr. Mathew, 


O not think me forgetful, or altered towards 
you : But if I ſhould fay, I could do you any 
good, I ſhould make my power more than it is. I do 
hear that, which I am right ſorry for ; That you grow 
more impatient and bufie, than at firſt; which maketh 
me exceedingly fear the iſſue of that which ſeemeth 
not to ſtand at a ſtay. I my ſelf am out of doubt, that 
vou have been miſerably abuſed, when you were firſt 8 _. 
ſeduced : But that which I take in compaſſion, others _ 
may take in ſeverity. I pray God, that underſtand» 
eth us all, better than we underſtand one another, 
contain you (even as I hope he will) at the leaſt, with- 
in the bounds of Loyalty to his Majeſty, and Natural 
Piety towards your Country. And I intreat you much, 
ſometimes, to meditate upon the extreme effects of 
Superſtition, in this laſt Powder-Treaſon ; fit to be Ta- 
bled and Pictured, in the Chambers of Meditation, as 
another Hell, above the Ground; and well juſtifying 
the Cenſure of the Heathen ; That Superſtition is far 
worſe than Atheiſm : By how much it is leſs evil, to 
have no opinion of God at all; than ſuch as is impious, 
towards his Divine Majeſty and Goodneſs (a). Good 
Mr. Mathew, receive your ſelf back from theſe Cour- 
ſes of Perdition: Willing to have written a great deal 
more, I continue, &c. 


(a) Sir Francis Bacon repeats this Obſer vation of Plutarch's in his Eſſays, 


in the | Chapter of Superſtition. 
XXVII. 
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e 
To Mr. Mathew. 
STR, 


"TWO Letters of mine are now already walking 
towards you; but ſo that we might meet, it 
were no matter though our Letters ſhould loſe their 


way. I make a ſhift in the mean time to be glad of 


your Approaches, and would be more glad to be an 
Agent for your Preſence, who have been a Patient for 
your Abſence. If your Body by indiſpoſition make 
you acknowledge the healthful air of your Na- 

tive Country; much more do I aſſure my ſelf that 

you continue to have your mind no way eſtranged. 
And as my Truſt with the State is above ſuſpicion, fo 
my Knowledge, both of your Loyalty and honeſt Na- 
ture will ever make me ſhew my ſelf your Faithful 


Friend, without ſcruple : You have reaſon to commend 


that Gentleman to me, by whom you ſent your laſt, 
although his. having Travelled ſo long amongſt the 


ſadder Nations of the World, make him much the leſs 


eaſie upon ſmall acquaintance to be underſtood. I have 
ſent you ſome Copies of my Book of the Advancement, 
which you deſired, and a little work of my Recrea- 
tion, which you deſired not. My Inſtauration I reſerve . 


for our Conference; it ſleeps not. Theſe Works of 


the Alphabet are in my opinion of leſs uſe to you 
where you are now, than at Paris; and therefore 1 
conceived, that you had ſent me a kind of tacite Coun- 
termand of your former requeſt. But in regard that 


ſome Friends of yours have ſtill inſiſted here, I ſend 


them to you; and for my part, I value your own read- 
ms. 


of Sir FRANCIS Bacon. 


ing more than your publiſhing them to others. Thus 
in extream haſte, I have ſeribled to you I know not 
what, which therefore is the leſs affected, and for that 
very reaſon will not be eſteemed the leſs by you. 


XXVIII. 
To Sir George Carew. (a). 
My very Good Lord, 


L Eing asked the Queſtion by this Bearer, an Old 


Servant of my Brother Anthony Bacon's, whe- 
ther I would command him any thing into France; and 
being ar better leiſure than I would, in regard of Sick- 
neſs ; I began to remember, that neither your Buſineſs, 
nor mine, (though great and continual) can be, upon 
an exact account, any juſt occaſion, why ſo much good 


will as hath paſſed between us, ſhould be ſo much diſ- 


continued, as hath been. And therefore, becauſe one 
muſt begin, I thought to provoke your Remembrance 
of me by a Letter: And thinking to fit it with ſome- 
what, beſides Salutations, it came to my mind, that 
this laſt Summer Vacation, by occaſion of a Factious 


Book, that endeavoured to verifie, Miſera Femina, 
(the Addition of the Pope's Bull) upon Queen Elizabeth, | 


(a) Sir George Carew of the Family of the Carews in Cornwal, was 
made a Maſter of the Court of Chancery in the time of Queen Elizabeth ; - 


and in the year 1597, ſent her Ambaſſador into Poland; and in 1606 went 


unto the Court of France with the like Character. After about three years 
Continuance, he was recalled by the King to make uſe of his Services at 
home; but he ſurvlv'd not many years. Monfeur.de Thou in a Letter to 
Mr. Cambden in 1613 very much laments his Death ; loſing thereby a - 


Friendſhip he much valued, and an aſſiſtance the proſecution of his Hiſtory 


would not a little require. Having receiv'd the like from him in that part 
which relates to the Diſſentions between the Poles and the Swedes in the - 
year 1598, as appears before the Contents of the 12 1ſt Book of his 


I did 


Hiſtory. 
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I did write a few Lines in her Memorial (), which 1 
thought you would be pleaſed to read, both for the 
Argument; and becauſe you were wont to bear affe- 
ction to my Pen, Yerim, ut aliud ex alio, if it came 
handſomely to paſs, I would be glad the Prefident de 
Thou, {who hath written an Hiſtory, as you know, of 
that Fame and Diligence) ſaw it; Chiefly, becauſe I 
know not whether it may not ſerve him for ſome uſe in 
his Story ; wherein, I would be glad, he did right to 
the truth, and to the memory of that Lach, as I per- 
ceive by that he hath already written, he is well in- 
clined to do. I would be glad alſo, it were ſome oc- 
caſion, (ſuch as abſence may permit) of ſome acquain- 
tance, or mutual notice between us. For though he 
hath many ways the precedence (chiefly in worth) 
yet this is common to us both, that we ſerve our Sove- 
reigns in places of Law eminent : And not our ſelves 
only, but our Fathers did ſo before us. And laſtly, 
that both of us love Learning, and Liberal Sciences, 
which was ever a bond of Friendſhip, in the greateſt 
diſtance of places. But of this I make no farther re- 
queſt, than your Occaſions and reſpects (to me un- 
known) may further or limit; my principal purpoſe 
being to ſalute you, and to ſend you this Token. 
Whereunto I will add my very kind Commendations to 
my Lady; and ſo commit you both to God's holy Pro- 
tection. £ 6 


() Of the Memorial here mention'd I have given an account 1n the In- 
troduction. 5 "eat 8 
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XXIX. 
To the KING. 


It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, 

| Know not better how to expreſs my good Wiſhes 

of a New-year to your Majeſty, than by this little 
Boot, which in all humbleneſs I ſend you *. The ſtyle „ This is. 


Publiſhed : 


is a ſtyle of Buſineſs rather than Curious or Elaborate. in the Re- 
And herein I was encouraged by myExperience of your /u{cira:io, 
Majeſty's former Grace, in accepting of the like poor 
Field fruits touching the Union. And certainly I reckon 

this action as a ſecond Brother to the Union. For I aſ- 

ſure my. ſelf that England, Scotland and Ireland well uni- 

ted, is ſuch a Trefoyle as no Prince except your ſelf 

(who are the Worthieſt) weareth in his Crown; + $z | H Pow- 


| , : er be re- 
Potentia reducatur in alum. I know well, that for me quced in- 


to beat my Brains about theſe things, they be Majora to action. 


i Bert - 
quam pro Fortuna ; But yet they be || minora quam pro 1 | 


ſtudio, ac voluntate, For as I do yet bear an extreme Abilities. 


zeal to the memory of my old Miſtreſs Queen Elizabeth; 1 


to whom I was rather bound for her Truſt than her Endea- 


Favour ; ſo I muſt acknowledge my ſelf more bound veurs and 


to your Majeſty both for Truſt and Favour ; where. ere 


of Iwill never defire the one as I can never deſerve the 
other. And ſo in all humbleneſs kiſſing your Majeſty's . 


AA: . 
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To the Biſhop of Ely, upon ſending his Writing, 
Entituled, Cogitata & Vila. 


My very Good Lord, 


OW your Lordſhip hath been ſo long in the 

Church, and the Palace, diſputing between Hings, 
and Popes (a); Methinks, you ſhould take pleaſure to 
look into the Field, and refreſh your mind, with ſome 


Matter 


(a) The King and Kingdom being very much exaſperated by the Barba- 
rous Deſign of the Gun-Powder Treaſon ; thought it neceſſary to make ſome 
more effectual Laws to diſtinguiſh between thoſe Pepiſts that would pay a 
due obedience to the King, and thoſe that would not. For which end, at 
the Parliament which met upon the Memorable Fifth of November 1605, a 
New Oath of Allegiance was framed ; Declaring that the Pope, &c. had no 
power to Depoſe Kings, Abſolve their Subjects, or diſpoſe of their King- 
doms, &'. The Court of Rome, jealous of loſing an Authority, they had 
been many years aſſuming, and fectally perceiving that many Papiſts ſub- 
mitted to the Oath, as not intrenching upon matters of Faith and Conſci- 
_ ence; ſeverely inhibited them from taking the ſame, by two ＋ 4 the 

one quickly ſucceeding the other. The King on the other hand eſteeming 
ĩt a Point that nearly concerned him, had recourſe to thoſe Arms he knew 
'beſt how to manage, and encountred the Briefs by a Premonition directed 
to all Chriſtian Princes, exhorting them to eſpouſe the common Quarrel. 
Cardinal Bellarmine who by virtue of his Title, thought himſelf almoſt 
equal to Princes, and of his great Learning and Reading in Controverſial 
matters much ſuperior, enters into the Liſts with a Crown'd Head. The 
Seconds coming in on both Sides ; no Man was thought fitter to engage this 
remarkable Antagoniſt than this great and renowned Prelate in Learning 
and Sanctity, Dr. Andrews than Biſhop of Ely, and after of Wincheſter. 
Neither were the Reformed of the French Church idle Spectators. As Mon- 
fieur du Moulin, and Monſieur du Pleſſis Mornay. This laſt Publiſhed a Book 
at Saumur in 1611, Entituled the Myſtery of Iniquity, &c. ſhewing by what 
degrees the Biſhops of Rome had raiſed themſelves to their preſent Gran- 
deur, and aſſerting the Right of Sovereign Princes againſt the Poſitions of 
the Cardinals Bellarmine and Baronius. The French Edition whereof he De- 
dicated to Lewis the Thirteenth, and the Latin to King Fames, and pre- 
ſents the Book to him, with a Letter exhorting him, De quitter d'oreſenavant 
ia Plume, pour aller L'Eſpe-a la main deſnicher Þ Antichriſt hors de ſa Fortereſſe : 


To 


* 
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Matter of Philoſophy ; Though that Science, be now, 
through Age, waxed a Child again, and left to Boys, 
and young Men. And becauſe you were wont to make 
me believe, you took liking to my Writings, I ſend 
you ſome of this Vacations Fruits; And thus much 
more, of my mind and purpoſe. I haften not to Pub- 
liſh ; periſhing I would prevent. And I am forced, to 
reſpect, as well my. Times, as the Matter. For with 
me it is thus; and I think with all Men in my Caſe : If 
I bind my Self, to an Argument, it loadeth my Mind; 
But if I rid my Mind, of the preſent Cogitation, it is 
rather a Recreation. This hath put me into theſe Mi 
cellanies; which I purpoſe to ſuppreſs, if God give me 


To give over waging a War with his Pen, but to deſtroy the Papal Power 
with his Sword. Which he excites the King to attempt in the Concluſion 
of his Dedication, with ſo much life that I ſhall crave the liberty to in- 
ſert part of his own words, in order to declare the ſpirit and zeal of a 
Gentleman, who for his Valour and Conduct in War, his Judgement in 
Counſel, his Dexterity in Diſpatches, and his Firmneſs and Conſtancy in 
Religion ; in the Defence of which both Hand, and Tongue, and Pen wes 
employ'd, is far above all the Titles of Honour that mine can give. 

Hanc tu, Rex Potentiſſume, laudem, hang lauream, abſit ut tibi præripi pati- 
aris ; cuiquam alii ſervatam velis ; Non ſanguine, non viti, non carioribus cæ- 
teris redemptam malis. At tu Jehova Deus, cujus res, cujus gloria hic propriè 
ag itur; cujus abſque ope, fruſtra ſint vota, ſuſpiria, molimina noſtra; evigila, 
exurge, robur indue, Fuſtitiam, ut Loricam. Voca ſervum tuum per nomen ſuum, 
prebende dexteram linfi tui, ambula ante Faciem ejus ; Complanentur valles, 
ſubfidant Montes, conſternantur Fluvii, pateant Fanuæ, conterantur vectes, con- 
tremiſcant Populi, Corruat Fericho illa in Spiritu Oris tui in conſpectu ej us. Ego 
ſexagenaris licet jam Major, lateri tunc ipſius hæream indivulſus; inter anguſta, 
inter Aſpera Alpium ſenectam exuam ; inter Principia Prælium miſceam; inter 
Triumphos præcinente Angels Cecidit illud congeminem; Sandtæ huic latitia 
torus immergar, æternæ contiguus immoriar raptus 

But this was an Enterprize ſuited to the Warlike Genius of Du Pleſſis, 
Great Maſter Henry the Fourth, and not to the peaceable ſpirit of K. Fames. 
Beſides the King in his Anſwer of the 2oth of October 16 11, (after he had 
excuſed his long ſilence, and very much commended this Author in the de- 
ſign of his Book, and as freely call'd the Pope Antichriſt, and Rome Baby- 
lon} concei ves that neither the Scriptures, nor Doctrine, or Example of the 
Primitive Church, would ſufficiently juſtifie an Offenſive War undertak@ 
purely for Religion; could he in Prudence expect any ſucceſs in tuch an 
attempt. | | : | 


Wu | leave, 


» 
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leave, to write, a juſt, and perſect Volume of Philoſo. 
phy, which I go on with, though ſlowly. I ſend not 


your Lordſhip, too much, leſt it may glutt you. Now 


let me tell you, what my Deſire is; If your Lordſhip 
be ſo good now, as when you were the good Dean of 
Weſtminſter, my requeſt to you is; That not by Pricks, 
but by Notes, you would mark unto me, whatſoever 
ſhall ſeem unto you, either not current in the Stile; 
Or harſh to credit, and Opinion; Or inconvenient, 
for the Perſon, of the Writer. For no Man, can be 
Judge, and Party : And when our Minds judge, by Re- 
flexion of our Selves, they are more ſubject to Error. 


And though, for the Matter it ſelf, my Judgement, be, 


in ſome things, fixed, and not Acceſſible by any 
Man's Judgement, that goeth not my way; yet even 


in thoſe Things, the Admonition of a Friend, may make 


me, expreſs my Self; diverſly. I would have come to 
your Lordſhip, but that I am haſtening to my Houſe, 


in the Country. And fo I commend your Lordſhip to 
God's Goodneſs. 


XXX1. 


To Sir Tho. Bodley, after he had imparted to him, a 
Writing, Entituled, Cogitata & Vila. 


of i Sy 
N reſpect of my Going down to my Houſe, in the 
Country, I ſhall have miſs of my Papers, which! pray 
you therefore to return unto me. You are, I bear you 
witneſs, Slothful, and you help me nothing; So as I 


am half in conceit, that you affect not the Argument: 


For my Self, I know well, you love, and affect. I can 
ſay no more. to you, But, Non canimus Surds, reſpondent 


omnia 
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omnia Sylvæ. If you be not of the Lodgings, chaulked 
up, (whereof I ſpeak in my Preface,) I am but to- paſs 
by your Door. But if I had you, but a Fortnight, at 
Gorhambury, I would make you tell me another Tale; 
or elſe, I would add a Cogitation, againſt Libraries, 
and be revenged on you that way. I pray, ſend me 
ſome good News, of Sir Tho. Smith: And commend 
me very kindly to him. Sol reſt. 
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XXXII. | 
To Mr. Mathew, upon ſending to him a part of 


Inſtauratio Magna. 
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Mr. Mathew, 


J Plainly perceive by your affectionate Writing, 
touching my Work, that one and the ſame 
Thing, affecteth us both; which is, the good End, to 
which it is dedicate.” For as to any Ability of mine, it 
cannot merit, that Degree, of Approbation. For your 
Caution for Church-Men, and Church-Matters; As 
for any Impediment, it might be, to the Applauſe, and 
Celebrity, of my Work; It moveth me not; But as 
it may hinder the Fruit, and Good, which may come, 
of a quiet, and calm paſſage, to the good Port, to 
which it is bound, I hold it a juſt reſpect; So as to 
fetch a fair Wind,I go not too far about. But the Troth 
is, that I, at all, have no occaſion, to meet them, in 
my way; Except it be, as they will needs confederate 
themſelves, with Ariſtotle, who, you know, is intem- 
b perately magnified, by the School. Men; And is alſo 
5 allied, as J take it, to the Feſuits, by Faber, who was 
| a Companion of Loyola, and a great Ariſtotelian. I ſend 
you, at this time, the onely part, which hath any 
1 G 2 Harſh- 


44 


Other Matters I write not of. My 
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Harſhneſs ; And yet, I framed to my Self, an Opini- 
on, that whoſoever allowed well, of that Preface, 
which you ſo much commend, will not diſlike, or at 
leaſt ought not to diſlike, this other Speech of Prepa- 
ration: For it is written, out of the ſame Spirit, and 
out of. the ſame Neceſlity : Nay, it doth more fully 
lay open, that the Queſt ion between me, and the Anti- 
ents, is not, of the Vertue of the Race, but of the 
Rightneſs of the Way. And to ſpeak truth, it is to the 
other, but as Palma to Pugnus, part of the fame Thing 
more large. You conceive aright, that in this, and the 
other, you have Commiſſion, to impart, and commu- 
nicate them, to others, According to your Diſcretion. 

elf, am like the 
Miller of Granceſter, that was wont to pray, for Peace, 
amongſt the Willows ; For while the Winds blew, the 


Wind-mills wrought, and the Water-mill, was leſs cu- 
ſtomed. Sol ſee, that Controverſies of Religion, muſt 


hinder the Advancement of Sciences. Let me con- 
clude, with my perpetual Wiſh, towards your Self; That 
the Approbation of your Self, by your own diſcreet, 
and temperate carriage may reſtore you to your Country 


and your Friends to your Society. And ſo I commend. 
you to God's Goodneſs. 


Grays-Inn, Octob. 
10. 1609. | 
XXXIII. 
| To Mr. Mathew. 
oO 


I Thank you for your laſt, and pray you to believe, 
that your Liberty in giving opinion of thoſe Wris 
tings which I ſent you, is that which I ſought, which I 
expected, and which I take in exceeding good part; 
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ſo good, as that it makes me recontinue, or rather con- 
tinue my hearty wiſhes of your Company here, that 
ſo you might uſe the ſame liberty concerning my acti- 
ons, which now you exerciſe, concerning my Writings. 
For that of Queen Elizabeth your Judgment of the tem- 
per, and truth of that part, which concerns ſome of 
her Foreign proceedings, concurs fully with the Judg- 
ment of others, to whom I have communicated part 
of it; and as things go, I ſuppoſe they are more like. 
ly to be more and more juſtified, and allowed. And 
whereas you ſay, for ſome other part, that it moves 
and opens a fair occaſion, and broad way, into ſome 
field of Contradiction; On the other fide, it is writs 
ten to me from the Leiger at Pars, and ſome others 
alſo that it carries a manifeſt impreſſion of truth with 
it, and it even convinces, as it goes. Theſe are their 
very words ; which I write not for mine own Glory, 
but to ſhew what variety of Opinion riſes from the diſ- 


poſition of ſeveral Readers. And I muſt confeſs my de. 


ſire to be, that my Writings ſhould not Court the pre- 


ſent time, or ſome few places in ſuch ſorts as might 


make them either lefs General to Perſons, or lefs per- 
manent in future Ages. As to the Inſtauration, your 
ſo full approbation thereof, I read with much Com- 
fort, by how much more my heart is upon it; and by 
how much leſs I expected conſent; and coneurrence; 
in matter ſo obſcure. Of this I can aſſure you, that 
though many things of great hope, decay with Youth, 
(and multitude of Civil Buſineſſes, is wont to diminiſh 


the Price, though not the delight of Contemplations) 


yet the proceeding in that Work doth gain with me up- 
on my Affection, and deſire, both by Years, and Buſi- 
neſſes. And therefore, I hope, even by this, that it is 


well pleaſing to God, from whom, and to whom, alk 


good moves. To him I moſt heartily commend you. 
XXXIV. 
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To Mr. Mathew. 


r $8 
Heartily thank you, for your Letter, of the roth 
of February; And am glad, to receive, from you, 

Matter, both of Encouragement, and of Advertiſement, 

touching my Writings, For my part, I do wiſh, that 

ſince there is, no Lumenſiccum, in the World. But all 

Madidum, and Maceratum, infuſed in Affections, and 

Bloods or Humours, (a) that theſe Things of mine, 

had thoſe Separations, that might make them more ac- 


ceptable: So that they claim not, ſo much Acquain- 


tance, of the preſent times, as they be thereby, the leſs 
apt to laſt. And to ſhew you, that I have ſome Purpoſe, 
to new-mould them; I ſend you, a Leaf, or two, of the 
Preface, carrying ſome Figure of the whole Work. 


Wherein, I purpoſe, to take that, which I count real, 


and effectual, of both Writings; And chiefly, to add a 
Pledge, (if not Payment, to my Promiſes, I ſend you 
alſo, a Memorial, of Queen Elizabeth ; Torequite your 
Elogy, of the late Duke of Florence's Felicity (HJ. Of this, 
when you were here, I ſhewed you ſome Model ; At 


(a) In this place our Author alludes to one of the Dark ſayings of Hera- 
clitus, That Dry Light is ever the beſt, which in another place he thus ex- 
pounds. Certainly the Light that a Manreceiveth by Counſel from another is 
Drier and Purer than that which - cometh from his own Underſtanding and 
Fudgment, which is ever infuſed and drenched in his Afections. | 
0 This Duke of Flerence was named Ferdinand of the Houſe of Medici ; 
whoſe Memory Sir Henry Wotton has Celebrated in a particular Letter Prin- 
ted in his Remains, and preſented to King Charles the Firſt, and Piaſec ius 
the Biſhop of Premiſta in Poland, begins his Chronicle of the year 1609, 
with an account of his death; and ſums up his Character in theſe words: 
Princeps animo excelſo, & omnibus Politicis artibus in tantum inſtructus, ut in 


manltts ſeculis vix æqualem habnerit. : 


what 
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what time, methought, you were more willing, to 
hear Julius Ceſar, than Queen Elizabeth, commended. 
But this, which I ſend, is more full, and hath more of 
the Narrative. And further, hath one part, that, I 
think, will not be diſagreeble, either to you, or that 
Place; Being the true Tract, of her Proceedings, to- 
wards the Catholiques, which are inſinitely miſtaken. 


And though do not imagin, they Will paſs allowance 


there, yet they will gain upon Excuſe. - I find Mr. Le. 
Zure, to uſe you well, (I mean his Tongue of you,) 
which ſhews you, either honeſt, or wiſe. But this 1 
{peak merrily. For in good faith, I do conceive hope, 
that you will ſo govern your Self, as we may take you 
as aſſuredly for a good Subject, and Patriot, as you 
take your Self for a good Chriſtzan ; And fo we may 


again enjoy your Company, and you your Conſcience, 
if it may no other ways be. For my part, aſſure. 


your Self, (as we ſay in the Law,) mutatis mutandu, 
my love, and good wiſhes to you, are not diminiſhed. 
And ſo I remain. | 


XXXV. 
To Mr. Mathew, upon ſending his Book, De 


Sapientia Veterum. 


Mr. Mathew, 
Do very heartily thank you, for your Letter of the 
24th of Auguſt, from Salamanca; And in recom- 

pence thereof, I ſend you, a little Work of mine, that 
hath begun, to paſs the World. They tell me, my 
Latin is turn'd into Silver, and become current : Had 
you been here, you ſhould have been my Inquiſitor, be- 
tore it came forth, But I think, the greateſt Inquiſitor 
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in Spain, will allow it. But one thing, you muſt par- 
don me, if I make no haſte to believe, That the World 
ſhould be grown to ſuch an Ecſtacy, as to reject Truth 
in Philoſophy, becauſe the Author diſſenteth in Religz- 
on: No more than they do, by Ariſtetle or Averroes. My 


great Work goeth forward, ; And after my manner, I 
alter ever, when I add. So that nothing is finiſhed, till 


all be finiſhed. This I have written, in the midſt of a 
Term, and Parliament; thinking no time ſo poſſeſſed, 


but that I ſhould talk of theſe Matters, with ſo good 


and dear a Friend, And fo with my wonted Wiſhes I 
leave you to God's goodneſs. WES ro 


From Grays Inn 
Feb. 27. 16 10. 


XXXVI. 
Jo the KING. 
It may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty. 5 
Do underſtand by ſome of my good Friends, to my 
great Comfort, that your Majeſty, hath in mind, 


your Majeſties Royal Promiſe, (which to me is An- 


chora Spei,) touching the Atturney's Place. I hope, 
Mr. Atturney ſhall do well. I thank God, I wiſh no 
Man's Death; Nor much mine own Life, more than 
to do your Majeſty Service. For I account my Liſe 
the Accident, and my Duty the Subſtance. But this, 
I will be bold to fay. If it pleaſe God, that ever I ſerve 


your Majeſty, in the Atturney's place, I have known 


an Atturney Cooke, and an Atturney Hobert ; Both 
worthy Men, and far above my Self : But if I ſhould 
not find, a Middle wav, between their two Diſpoſiti- 


ons, and Carriages, I thould not ſatisfy my Self. But 
_ theſe things are far, or near, as it ſhall pleaſe God. 


Mean 


of Sir Fx anCis Bacon. 
| Mean while, I moſt humbly pray your Majeſty, to ac- 


cept my Sacrifice of Thanksgiving, for your Gracious 


Favour. God preſerve your Majeſty. I ever remain. 


XXX VII. 
To the K ING. 


It may pleaſe your Majeſty. | 
YOu great, and Princely, Favours towards me, in 
Advancing me to Place; And that, which is 
to me, of no leſs comfort, your Majeſties benign, and 
gracious Acceptation, from time to time, of my poor 
Services, much above the Merit, and Value of them; 
Hath, almoſt, brought me to an Opinion, that I may 
ſooner (perchance,) be wanting, to my Self, in not 
asking; Than find your Majeſties Goodneſs wanting to 
me, in any my reaſonable, and modeſt deſires. And 
therefore, perceiving , how at this time, Preferments 
of Law fly about mine Ears; to ſome above me, and 
to ſome below me ; Idid conceive, your Majeſty may 
think it, rather a Kind of Dulneſs, or want of Faith, 
than Modeſty, if I ſhould not come, with my Pitcher 
to Jacob's Pell, as others do. Wherein I ſhall propound 
to your Majeſty, that which tendeth, not ſo much, to 
the Raiſing of my Fortune, as to the ſeitling of my 
Mind; Being ſometimes aſſailed with this Cogitation; 
That by reaſon of my Slownels, to ſee, and apprehend 
ſuddain Occaſions; keeping on one plain Courſe of 
painful Service; I may, (in fine dierum,) be in danger, 
to be neglected, and forgotten. And if that ſhould be, 
then were it much better for me, now while I ſtand in 
your Majeſties good Opinion, (though unworthy, ) 
and have ſome little Reputation, in the World, to give 


over the Courſe J am in, and to make proof, to do you 
H ſome 
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ſome. Honour, by my Pen, either by writing, ſome 
faithful Narrative, of your Happy, ( though not un. 
traduced,) Times; or by recompiling your Laws, 
(which, I perceive, your Majeſty laboureth with; And 
hath in your Head, as Jupiter had Pallas;) Or ſome 
other the like Work : ( For without ſome Endeavour 
to do you Honour, I would not live ; ) Than to ſpend 
my Wits, and Time, in this laborious place, where- 
in I now ſerve; If it ſhall be deprived, of thoſe out- 
ward Ornaments, which it was wont to Have, in re- 
fpe& of an Aſſured Succeſſion, to ſome Place, of more 
Dignity, and Reſt: Which ſeemeth now, to be an 
Hope, altogether Caſual, if not wholly intercepted. 
Wherefore, (not to hold your Majeſty long,) my 
humble Sute, to you, is that, than the which, I think, 
I cannot well go lower; which is, that I may obtain, 
your Royal Promiſe, to ſucceed, (if I live,) into 
the Attorney's Place, whenſoever it ſhall be vpid: It be- 
ing, but the Natural, and Immediate Step, and Riſe, 
which the Place, I now hold, hath ever, (in ſort) made 
claim to, and almoſt never failed of. In this Sute, I 
make no Friends to your Majeſty, but rely upon no 
other Motive, but your Grace; nor any other Aſſurance, 
but your Word ; whereof I had good Experience,when 
I came to the Solicitors Place; That it was like, to 
the Two great Lights, which in their Motions, are ne- 
ver Retrograde. So with my beſt Prayers, for your 
Majeſties Happineſs, I reſt : | | 
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on my ſelf, whether in ** my Reſpects, unto 
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XXXVIIL 
Io the Earl of Salisbury Lord Treaſurer. 


It may pleaſe your Good Lordſhip, 


would intreat the New Tear to anſwer for the Old, 
in my humble Thanks to your Lordſhip ; both for 


many your Favours, and chiefly upon the Occaſion of 
Mr. Attorney's Infirmity ; I found your Lordſhip even 
as I could wilk. This doth increaſe a Defire in me, 
to expreſs my thankful Mind to your Lordſhip : Ho- 
ping that though I find Age and Decays grow upon 
me, yet I may have a Flaſh or two of Spirit, left to do 
you Service, And I do proteſt before God without 
Complement, or any light Vanity of Mind ; That if I 
knew in what Conrle of Life to do you beſt Service, I 
would take ir, and make my Thoughts which now fly 
to many Pieces, to be reduced to that Center. But all 
this is no more but that Iam; which is not much: 


But yet the entire of him, that is &c. 
+ - + 
To my Lord Mayor. 
My very good Lord, 


chat there would have been, a Proceeding againſt 
Mr. Barnard, to his Overthrow. Wherein I mult con- 


feels my Self, to be, ina ſort, Acceſſary : Becauſe, he 


relying upon me, for Counſel, I adviſed that Courſe, 
which he followed. Wherein now I begin, to queſti- 


your 


Did little expect, when I left your Lordſhip laſt, 
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your Lordſhip, and the Reſt, I have not failed, in the 


Duty, of my Profeſſion, towards my Client. For cer- 
tainly, if the words had been hainous, and ſpoken in 


a malicious. faſhion, and in ſome publick place, and 


well proved; And not a Prattle, in a Tavern, caught 
hold of by one, who, (as I hear) is a detected Syco- 
phant ( Standiſh I mean ; ) yet I know not, what could 
have been done more, than to impoſe upon him, a 
3 Fine; And to require, the levying of the 
ame ; And to take away, his means of Life, by his 
Disfranchiſement ; And to commit him, to a Defamed 
Priſon, during Chriſtmas ; In Honour whereof, the 


Priſoners, in other Courts, do, commonly, of grace, 


obtain ſome Enlargement. This Rigòr of Proceeding, 
(to tell your Lordſhip, and the reſt, as my good 
Friends, my Opinion, plainly, ) tendeth not to ſtrength- 


en Authority, which is beſt ſupported, by Love, and 
Fear intermixed ; But rather, to make People diſcon- 


tented, and Servile; eſpecially, when ſuch Puniſhment 


is inflicted, for words, not by Rule of Lam, but by a 


Furiſdiftion of Diſcretion, which would evermore, be 
moderately uſed. And I pray God, whereas Mr. Re- 
corder, when I was with you, did well, and wiſely, 


put you in mind, of the Admonitions, you often recei- 


ved from my Lords, that you ſhould bridle unruly 
Tongues; That thoſe kind of Speeches, and Rumours, 
whereunto thoſe Admonitions do refer, which are con- 
cerning the State, and Honour thereof, do not paſs too 


 licentiouſly, in the City unpuniſhed ; while theſe Words, 


which concern your particular, are ſo ſtraightly enqui- 
red into, and puniſhed with ſuch Extremity. But theſe 
Things, your own wiſdom, (firſt or laſt,) will beſt re- 
preſent unto you. My writing unto you at this time 


is, to the end, that howſoever I do take it ſomewhat 


unkindly, tnat ay Mediation prevailed no more; yet 


that 
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that I might preſerve, that further Reſpect, that I am 


willing to uſe, unto ſuch a State, in delivering my 
Opinion, unto you, freely, before I would be of Coun- 
ſel, or move any thing, that ſhould croſs your Pro- 
ceedings ; which, notwithſtanding, (in caſe, my Cli- 


ent, can receive no Relief, at your hands, ) I muſt,and 
will do. Continuing, nevertheleſs, in other Things, 
my wonted good Affection, to your Selves, and your 


Occaſions. 


XL. 
To Sir Vincent Skinner. 


Sir Vincent Skinner. 
See that by your needleſs delays, this matter is 
grown to a new Queſtion ; wherein for the matter 
it ſelf, if it had been ſtayd at the beginning by my Lord 


Treaſurer, and Mr. Chancellour, I ſhould not ſo much 
have ſtood upon it. For the great and daily Travels 


which I take in his Majeſties Service, either are rewar- 
ded in themſelves, in that they are but my Duty, or 


elſe may deſerve a much greater Matter. Neither can 


I think amiſs of any Man that in furtherance of the 
King's Benefit moved the Doubt that knew not what 


Warrant I had. But my Wrong is, That you, having 
had my Lord Treaſurer's and Mr. Chancellor's War- 


rant for Payment above a month ſince ; You, I ſay, 
(making your Payments belike, upon ſuch Differences, 


as are better known to your ſelf, than agreeable to 


the Reſpect of his Majeſty's Service; ) have delayd 
all this time otherwiſe than I might have expected from 


our ancient Acquaintance, or from that Regard which 
one in your Place may owe to one in mine. By Occa- 
ſion whereof there enſueth to me a greater Inconveni- 
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ence; that now my Name, in ſort, muſt be in Queſti- 


on among you, as if I were a Man likely to demand 
that which were unreaſonable ; or be denyed that which 
is Reaſonable: And this muſt be, becauſe you can 
pleaſure Men at Pleaſure. But this I leave with this: 
That it is the firſt Matter wherein I had Occaſion to 
diſcern of your Friendſhip, which I ſee to fall to this; 
That whereas Mr. Chancellor, the laſt time, in my 
Man's hearing, very honourably ſaid, That he would 
not diſcontent any Man in my Place; it ſeems you 
have no ſuch Caution. But my Writing to you now, 


is to know of you where now the ſtay is, without be- 


ing any more beholding to you, to whom, indeed, no 
Man ought to be beholden in thoſe Caſes in a right 
Courſe. And ſo I bid you Farewel. | þ 


Fra. Bacon. 
| XLI. 
To Sir Henry Saville. (a) 
S TN, | 
ming back from your Invitation at Eton, where 


(had refreſhed my ſelf with Company, which ! 
loved; I fell into a Conſideration, of that part, of 


Policy, whereof Philoſophy ſpeaketh too much, and 


(4) So much might be ſaid to the Honour of Sir Henry Saville, and yet ſo 
little need to be laid, by reaſon of the great Name he hath acquired 
through his Noble Edition of St. Chryſoſtom and his other learned Works ; 
That I ſhall only tell the Reader, that he was many years Warden of Zer- 
wu College in Oxford, (in which Univerſity he Founded a Geometry and 


Aſtronomy Lecture) and Provoſt of Eaton, both noted Seminaries of Learn- 


ing. To this Gentleman, as of all the moſt proper, Sir Fra. Bacon ſends 
this Diſcourſe touching Helps for the Intellectual Powers in Touth, which may 
be found in the Reſuſcitatio pa. 225. but it being purpoſely left an imperfect 
Eſlay to imitate others; He places this uſeful Subject, among the Deficients 
reckon'd up in his Advancement q Learning. 
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Laws too little; And that is, of Education of Toth, 
Whereupon, fixing my mind, a while, I found ſtraight- 
ways, and noted, even in the Diſcourſes of Philoſo- 
phers, which are ſo large in this Argument, a ſtrange 
Silence, concerning one principal part of that Subject. 
For as touching the Framing, and Seaſoning of Touth, 
to Moral Vertues; (as Tolerance of Labours, Conti- 
nency from Pleaſures, Obedience, Honor, and the 
like;) They handle it ; But touching the Improvement, 
and helping, of the Intellectual Powers; as of Conceit, 
Memory, and Judgement, they ſay Nothing ; Whether 
it were, that they thought it to be a Matter, wherein 
Nature only prevailed ; or that they intended it, as 
referred, to the ſeveral and proper Arts, which teach, 
the uſe, of Reaſon, and Speech. But for the Former of 
theſe two reaſons, howſoever, it pleaſeth them, to di- 
ſtinguith, of Habits, and Powers; the Experience is 
manifeſt enough, that the Motions, and Faculties, of 
the Wit, and Memory, may be not only Governed, 
and Guided, bur alſo Confirmed, and Enlarged, by 
Cuſtoms, and Exerciſe dayly applyed : As if a Mag 
Exerciſe Shooting, he ſhall not only ſhoot nearer the 
Mark, but alſo draw a ſtronger Bow. And as for the 
tatter, of Comprehending theſe Precepts, within the 
Arts, of Logick, and Rhetorick ; if it be rightly con- 


ſidered, their Office is diſtin, altogether, from this 


point; For it is no part, of the Doctrine, of the uſe, 
or Handling of an Inſtrument, to teach how to whet 
or grind the Inſtrument to give it a ſharp edge; Or 
how to quench it , or otherwiſe , whereby to give it 
a ſtronger Temper. Wherfore, finding this part of 


Knowledge, not broken, I have, but fanguam aliud agens, 


entred into it, and falute you with it; Dedicating it, 
aſter the Autient manner, firſt as to a dear Friend; And 


then as to an Apt perſon ; for as much, as you have, 
uh OLUTL, 
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+ This S. both place, to practiſe it, and Judgment, and Leiſure, 
ing of the to look deeper into it, than I have done. Herein you 
Fort rh muſt call to mind, + "Aexzy pw YU9p. Though the 
Water is Argument be not of great heighth, and Dignity, Ne- 
the Beſt, vertheleſs, it is of great and univerſal Uſe. And yet 


became 4 


: | kind ofa I do not ſee, why, to conſider it rightly ; That ſhould 


Proverb,in- not be a Learning of heighth, which teacheth to raiſe, 
iber con. the higheſt, and worthieſt, part of the Mind. But 


mon things howſoever that be, if the World take any light and 
of daily uſe uſe by this Writing, I will, the Gratulation be, to the 


eall * ls $ : 
Es Good Friendſhip, and Acquaintance, between us 


ble,thin two. And ſo recommend you, to God's Divine pro- 


rare things 10 
which are tection. 


preferred 
before them. 


XLII. 


To the KING. me” 


1 may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, 


T grieveth me exceedingly, that your Majeſty 
ſhould be ſo much troubled, with this Matter of 
Peacham ; whoſe Raging Devil, ſeemeth to be turn'd 
into a Dumb Devil, But although, we are driven, to 
make our way, through Queſtions, (which I with 
were otherwiſe, yet I hope well, the End will be . 
good. But then, every Man, muſt put too, his Help- 5 
ing Hand; For elſe, I muſt ſay to your Majeſty, in 2 
this, and the like Caſes, as St. Paul ſaid, to the Cen- 4 

turion, when ſome of the Mariners, had an Eye to the 
Cock- boat; Except theſe ſtay in the Ship, ye cannot be 1 
ſafe. I find, in my Lords, great, and worthy , Care, 3 
ot the Buſineſs, And for my part, I hold my Opinion, 4 
| | and 0 
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and am ſtrengthened in it, by ſome Records, that 1 
have found. God preſerve your Majeſty: 


Tour Majeſty's, moſt humble, and devoted 
Januazp 21. 1614. Subject, and Servant. 


— 8 
= = + TR _ 2 * 
— — - > 

PR = 7 » - — — — — - —————— — - — < — 

PAE . 1˙Qꝛ mon - a 
4 7 * a _ » » 8 11 * — % 5 2 — GH © $f 
— — A . — pum, — —— - * 
. > a ; ** 

” RA . * : EI CH — — be a 2 — ; 
— « — — — 8 er 8 — "x x = 


Fra. Bacon. 


— — — ——— TT —ů—ů 
a. Boer —— u 2 


# a F4 —_ da 888 
GTA > ” 2 * = 
Oc Fe . ae err 22 
e : 


Pn nereny rre> e— — —— — 


D — - 
— — TC — 
— * 0 "Vs - 4; 
* ern —— — 
— 1 5 2 


ä 
To the KI NG. 


F AG 
S — 
— — — 


— 


It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, 


His Day, in the Afternoon, was read, your Ma- 
jeſty's Letters, of Direction, touching Peacham; 
which becauſe it concerneth properly the Duty of my 
Place, I thought it fit, for me, to give your Majeſty, 
both a ſpeedy, and a private, Account thereof ; That 
your Majeſty knowing Things clearly, how they paſs, 
may have the true Fruit, of your own Wiſdom, and 
clear Seeing Judgment, in Governing the Buſineſs. 

Firſt, for the Regularity, which your Majeſty, (as 

a Maſter in Buſineſs of Eſtate, ) doth prudently pre- 


Ho ſcribe, in Examining, and taking Examinations, I ſub- 
5 {cribe to it; Only, I will ſay for my Self; that I was 


1 not, at this time, the Principal Examiner. 
For the Courſe, your Majeſty directeth, and com- 
mandeth, for the feeling of the Judges of the Kings 
Bench, their ſeveral Opinions, by diſtributing our 
Selves, and enjoining Secrecy ; we did firſt, find an 
Encounter, in the Opinion, of my Lord Cooke ; who 
ſeemed to affirm, that ſuch particular, and, ( as he 
call'd it,) Auricular taking of Opinions, was not ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of this Realm; And ſeemed 
to divine, that his Brethren, would never do it. ot 
5 When 
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when I replyed, that it was our Duty, to purſue your 
Majeſty's Directions; And it were not amiſs, for his 
Lordſhip, to leave his Brethren, to their own Anſwers; 
It was ſo concluded; and his Lordſhip, did deſire, that 
I movght confer with Himſelf ; And Mr. Serjeant Moun- 
tague, was named, to ſpeak with Juſtice Crook ; Mr. Ser- 


jeant Crew, with Juſtice Houghton; and Mr. Solicitor, 


with Juſtice Dodderidge. This done, I took my Fel- 
lows aſide, and adviſed, that they ſhould preſently 


ſpeak with the 3 Judges, before I could ſpeak with my 


Lord Coke, for doubt of Infuſion ; And that they ſhould 
not, in any caſe, make any doubt to the Judges, as if 
they miſtruſted, they would not deliver any Opinion 
apart, but ſpeak reſolutely to them, and only make 
their Coming to be, to know, what time they would 
appoint, to be attended with the Papers. This ſorted 


not amiſs; for Mr. Solicitor, came to me, this Even. 


ing, and related to me, that he had found Judge Dod- 
deridge, very ready, to give Opinion, in ſecret ; 


( a ) And fell upon the ſame Reaſon, which upon your 


Majeſty's firſt Letter, I had vſed to my Lord Coke, at 
the Council Table; which was, that every Fudge, was 
bound, expreſly, by his Oath, to give your Majeſty Counſel, 
when he was called; And whether he ſhould do it, joynt- 
ly, or ſeverally, that reſted, in your Majeſty's good 
pleaſure, as you would require it. And though the 


Ordinary Courſe, was to aſſemble them, yet there 


(a) Sir Fotn Dodderidge was born in Devonſhire, bred in Exeter College 
in Oxford, and the middle Temple London: And having acquired the re- 
putation of being a very great Common and Civil Lawyer, as well as a 
general Scholar; He was made Serjeant at Law 1. Facobz, then the King's 
Solicitor, and after that the King's Serjeant, till he was advanced to be one 
of the Fudges of the King's Bench, where he fat many years, dying on the 
13th of September 1628, 1n the.73. year of his Age. He was ſucceeded by 
Sir George Crook, who tells us, Sir Fohn Dodderidge was a Man of great 
knowledge as well in the Common Law, as in other Sciences and Divi- 
nity. HIT, | 


mought 
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mought intervene Caſes, wherein the other Courſe was 
more convenient. The like Anſwer made Juſtice Crook, 
(5) Fuſtice Houghton, who is a ſoft Man, (ce) ſeem- 
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| (5) Sir Fohn Crook, eldeſt Son of Sir ohn Crook of Chilton in Buch- 
£1 ing hamſbire, inherited his Father's Virtues and Fortunes, and was very fa- 
© mous for his Wiſdom, Eloquence, and Knowledge in our Laws. And be- 
2 | ing Speaker of the Houſe of Commons in the laſt Parliament of Queen Elix. 
F ſhe gave him this Commendation at the end thereof. That he bad proceeded 
3 therein with ſuch Wiſdom and Diſcretion, that none before him had deſerved better. 
After he had been Recorder of Londen and Serjeant at Law, he was 5. Jacobi 
made one of the Fnſtices of the King's Bench, where he continued till his 
death, which happened on the 23. of Fanuary 1619. He was Brother to 
Sir George Crook ſo well known to the Profeſſors of the common Laws by 
his 3 large Volumes of Reports. Which Sir George being made one of 
the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, in the latter end of the Reign of 
K. Fames, was in a few years removed into the King's Bench: Where he 
fate till the Year 1641. When by reaſon of his great Age and Infirmities, 
the King at his own requeſt gave him a gracious Diſcharge, as appears in 
the Preface to one of his Books, where a due Character is given of his 
Virtues by his Son in Law Sir Harbottle Grimſton late Maſter of the 
Rolls. But certainly nothing can raiſe in us a more lively Idea of his 
Merit, than part of a Letter written to the Duke of Buckingham, by the 


Biſhop of Lincoln Lord Keefer of the great Seal, and which I copyed from his 
own Hand, | | 


I 
; Wee. 
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May it pleaſe your Grace, Weſtminſter Coll. Feb. 11. 1624. 


1 will not trouble your Grace with any long Congratulation, for the 
Honour your Grace hath gained, in the preferring of this moſt wor- 
thy Man Sir George Crook to a Judge his Place, I know you muſt meet 
with the Applaule of this Act from every Man that cometh from hence. 
In good Faith, I never obſerved 1n all my ſmall Experience any Accident 
in this kind, fo generally and univerſally accompanied with the Acclama- 
7 tion of all kind of People. | 

5 I am importuned by the reſt of the Fudges of the Common Pleas, to re- 
1 | turn their moſt humble and hearty Thanks to the King's Majeſty for his 
05 Choice, and to aſſure his Majeſty: That though his Majeſty hath been ex- 
: traordinary Fortunate (above all his Predeceſſors) in the continual Ele- 
ction of moſt Worthy Judges; yet hath his Majeſty never placed upon 
any Bench, a Man of more Integrity and Sufficiency than this Gentleman. 
For which Act they do with Tears in their Eyes praiſe and bleſs him. 


(c) This Expreſſion of a ſoft Man, ought to be underſtood in a Fa- 
vourable ſenſe, fince Sir Geo. Croke gives a more than ordinary Chara- 
cter of him. Aem, That in Hilary Term, 2 1. Jac. Sir Robbert Houghton died 
at Serjeants Inn in Chancery Lane, being a moſt rever end, prudent, learned 
and temperate Judge, and inferiour to none of his Time. | | 
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ed deſirous; firſt, to confer; Alleging, that the other 

Judges, had all ſerved the Crown, before they were 
vagen but that he had not been much acquainted, 
with Buſineſs, of this Nature. 

We purpoſe therefore, forthwith, they ſhall be made 
acquainted with the Papers ; And if that could be done, 
as ſuddainly, as this was, I ſhould make ſmall doubt 
of their Opinions: And howſoever, I hope, Force 
of Law, and Preſident, will bind them to the Truth: 

Neither am I wholly out of hope, that my Lord Coke 
himſelf, when I have, in ſome dark manner, put him 
in doubt, that he ſhall be left alone, will not continue 
ſingular. | ] 

For Owen, I know not the reaſon, why there ſhould 
have been no mention made thereof, in the laſt Ad- 
vertiſement; For I muſt ſay for my Self, that I have 
loſt no moment of Time in it, as my Lord of Canter- 
Bury can bear me witnefs. For having received, from 
my Lord, an Additional, of great Importance ; which 
was, that Owen, of his own Accord, after Examina- 
tion, ſhould compare the Caſe of your Majeſty, ( if 
you were Excommunicate, ) to the Caſe, of a Priſoner, 
condemned at the Barr; which Additional was ſubſeri- 

bed by one Witneſs ; but yet I perceived it was ſpo- 
ken aloud, and in the Hearing of others; I preſently 
ſent down a Copy thereof, which is now come up, 

atteſted with the Hands of 3 more, leſt there ſhould 
A ſingle have been, any Scruple, of Singularis Teſtis; ſo as 
8 for this Cafe, I may ſay, f Omnia parata; And we ex- 
things are pect, but a Direction, from your Majeſty, for the Ace- 
in readi-. quainting the Judges ſeverally: Or the 4 Judges, of 
nel. the Kings Bench, as your Majeſty ſhall think good. 

I forget not, nor forſlow not, your Majeſty's Com- 
mandment, touching Recuſants; Of which, when it 
is ripe, I will give your Majeſty a true Account, and 
what is poſſible to be done, and where the Impediment 
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is. Mr, Secretary, bringeth ” Bonam Voluntatem, but he «+ a wi. 
is not verſed much, in theſe things; And ſometimes ling Mind. 


urgeth the Concluſion; without the Premiſes, and by 
haſte hindreth. It is my Lord Treaſurer, and the Ex- 
chequer, muſt help it, if it be holpen. I have heard 


more ways than one, of an offer of 20000 l. per An- 


num, for farming, the Penalties of Recuſants, not in- 


cluding any Offence Capital, or of Premunire ; where- 


in I will preſume to ſay, that my poor Endeavours, 
ſince I was, by your great, and fole grace, your At- 
torney, have been no {mall Spurs, to make them feel 


\ your Laws, and ſeek this Redemption; Wherein, I muſt 


alſo ſay, my Lord Coke hath done his part; And I 
do aſſure your Majeſty, I know it, ſomewhat inward- 
ly, and groundedly, that by the Courſes we have ta- 
ken, they conform daily, and in great Numbers; And 


I would to God, it were as well a Converſion, as a Con- 


formity ; But if it ſhould die by Diſpenſation, or Dif- 
ſimulation, then I fear, that whereas your Majeſty, 


| hath now, ſo many ill Subjects, poor, and detected, 
you ſhall then have them, rich and diſſembled. And 


therefore, J hold this offer, very conſiderable, of ſo 


great an Increaſe, of Revenue; If it can paſs, the fery 


Trial, of Religion, and Honour; which I with, all Pro- 


jects may pals. 


Thus, in as much, as I have made to your Majeſty, 
ſomewhat a naked, and particular Account, of Buſineſs, 
I hope your Majeſty, will uſe it accordingly. God pre- 
ſerve your Majeſty. 


Jan. 27. Tour Majeſty's, moſt humble, and devoted 


1614. Subject, and Servant. 


Fra. Bacon. 
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| VXLIV. 
To the KING. 


It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty. 

Ecauſe I know your Majeſty, would be glad, to 
) hear, how it is, with my Lord Chancellor; And 
that it pleaſed him, out of his antient and great Love, 
to me; which, many times, in Sickneſs, appeareth 


moſt; To admit me, to a great deal of Speech, with 
him, this afternoon : which, during theſe three days, 


he hath ſcarcely done to any ; I thought it mought be 
pleaſing to your Maieſty, to certify you, how. I found 
him. I found him in Bed, but his Spirits freſh, and 
good, ſpeaking ſtoutly, and without being ſpent, or 
weary ; And both willing, and Beginning of himſelf, 
to ſpeak, but wholly of your Majeſty's Buſineſs. Where- 
in I cannot forget, to relate, this particular ; That he 
Mr. Oliver Wiſhed, that his Sentencing of O. S. at the day ap- 
51, Fohn. pointed, mought be his laſt Work, to conclude his 


Services, and expreſs his Affection, towards your Ma- 


jeſty. I told him, I knew your Majeſty, would be very 
deſirous, of his Preſence, that day, So it mought be, 
without prejudice; But otherwiſe, your Majeſty, eſteem- 
ed a Servant, more than a Service; eſpecially ſuch a 
Servant, Not to trouble your Majeſty ; Though good 
Spirits, in Sickneſs, be uncertain Halenders, yet I have 


very good Comfort of him, and I hope by thar 
day, Oc. 


January 29. 
I614, 
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XLV. 
To the KING. 


It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſly, 


YT Received, this Morning, by Mr. Murray, a Meſſage 

from your Majeſty, of ſome warrant, and confi- 
dence, that I ſhould advertiſe your Majeſty of your 
Bufineſs, wherein I had part. Wherein, I am firſt 
humbly, to thank your Majeſty, of your good accep- 
tation of my Endeavours, and Service ; which I am 


- 


not able to furniſh with any other Quality, fave Faith, 


and Diligence. 

For Peacham's Caſe, I have, ſince my laſt Letter, 
been with my Lord Coke twice; Once before Mr. Se- 
cretaries going down,to your Majeſty ; And once ſince, 
which was yeſterday : At the former of which times, 
I delivered him Peacham's Papers; And at this Latter, 
the Preſidents, which I had with care gathered, and 
dee For theſe Degrees and order, the Buſineſs re- 

uired. | 
5 At the former, I told him, that he knew my Errand, 
which ſtood upon two Points: The one to inform him 
of the particular Caſe, of Peachamn's Treaſons ; (For L 
never give it, other word, to him ;) The other, to re- 
ceive his Opinion to my Self, and in ſecret, according, 
to my Commiſſion from your Majeſty. 

At the former time, he fell upon the ſame Allegati- 
on, which he had begun, at the Council Table; that 
Judges were not to give Opinion by Fractions, but en- 
tirely, according to the Vote, whereupon they ſhould 


ſettle, upon Conference: And that this Auricular Ta- 


king of Opinions, ſingle and apart, was new and dan- 


gerous; 
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gerous ; And other words more vehement than I re- 


peat. 


I replied, in civil and plain Terms ; That I wiſht his 


Lordſhip, in my love to him, to think better of it ; For 
that this that his Lordſhip was pleaſed to put into great 
Words, ſeemed to me and my Fellows, when we ſpake 
of ir, amongſt our ſelves, a reaſonable, and familiar 
Matter, For a King to conſult with his Judges, either 
aſſembled, or ſelected; or one, by one. And then, to 

ive him a little Out- let, to ſave his firſt Opinion, 

wherewith he is moſt commonly in love,) I added, 
that Judges, ſometimes, might make a Sute, to be 


ſpared, for their Opinion, till they had ſpoken with 


their Brethren ; But, if the King, upon his own Prince- 
ly Judgement, for Reaſon of Eſtate, ſhould think it fit, 
to have it otherwiſe, and ſhould ſo demand it, there 
was no declining : Nay, that it touched, upon a Vio- 
lation, of their Oath, which was, to counſel the King, 
without Diſtinction, whether it were joyntly or ſeve- 
rally. Thereupon, I put him the Cafe, of the Privy 
Council; As if your Majeſty, ſhould be pleaſed to com- 
mand any of them, to deliver their Opinion, apart 
and in private ; whether it were a good Anſwer, to 
deny it, otherwiſe, than if it were propounded at the 
Table. To this he ſaid, That the Caſes were not alike, 
becauſe this concern'd Life. To which I replied, That 
Queſtions of Eſtate, mought concern Thouſands of 
Lives; and many Things more precious, than the 
Life, of a particular; As War, and Peace, and the 
like. / 


| To conclude, his Lordſhip, * Tanquam Exitum guæ- 


with the rens, deſired me, for the time, to leave with him, the 
Buſinels. Papers, without preſſing him, to conſent to deliver a 


private Opinion, till he had peruſed them. I id, I 
would ; And the more willingly, becauſe I thought 


his 
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his Lordſhip, upon due conſideration of the Papers, 

would find the Caſe, to be ſo clear a Caſe of Treaſon, 

as he would make no difficulty, to deliver his Opini- 

on in private; And fo I was perſwaded, of the reſt, of 

the Judges of the Kings-Bench ; who likewiſe, (as I 

partly underſtood,) made no Scruple to deliver their 
Opinion in private. Whereunto he ſaid, (which I no- 

ted well,) That his Brethren were wiſe Men; And 

that they might make a ſhew, as if they would give an 
Opinion, as was required ; But the end would be, that 

it would come to this: They would ſay, they doubted 

of it, and ſo pray advice with the reſt. But to this I 
anſwered, that I was ſorry to hear him ſay ſo much, leſt, men 
if it came ſo to paſs, ſome that loved him not, might of the . 
make a Conſtruction, that, that which he had foretold, S!othtul 
he had wrought. Thus your Majeſty ſees, that as So. willis 
lomon faith, F Greſſus nolentes tanquam in Sepi ſpinarum, Perſon is 


The latter Meeting, is yet of more Importance ; For 
then, coming armed with divers Preſidents, I thought 
to ſet in, with the beſt ſtrength I could, and ſaid; That 
| before I deſcended, to the Record, I would break the 
Caſe, to him thus. That it was true, we were to pro- 
ceed, upon the antient Statute of King Edward the 
Third, becauſe other Temporary Statutes were gone; 


And therefore, it muſt be ſaid in the Indietment; Ima. e ing. 
ginatus eſt, & Compaſſavit Mortem, & finalem Deſtructi- gined and 


onem Domini Regis: Then muſt the particular Treaſons g 
follow in this manner; viz. Et quod, ad perimplen- Death 
1 | | and De- 

. * 1 ſtruction 
of our Lord the King. f And that for the fulfilling of his wicked purpoſe, he com- 
poſed a deteſtable and pernicious Libel or Writing, in which among other Treaſonable 
' Poſitions, it is thus contained, Cc. | $3 


K | dum 


It catcheth upon every Thing. a ow 
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4 | Hr a Concluſion in the End ; || Ad Intenti- 


jects ſhould withdraw their onem, quod Ligeus Populus, & Veri Sub- 
Cordial * abs ,and deſert | 
his Majeſty, and Levy War |, ' CLE ol wet 
againſt bins, Cc. as | a Domino Rege retraberent, & ipſum Do- 
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dum neſandum Propofitum ſuum compoſuit & conſcripſit 
quendam deteſtabilem, & venenoſum libellum, frue ſcriptum, 
in quo inter alid proditoria, continetur, & c. And then the 
principal paſſages of Treaſon, taken forth of the Papers, 
| are to beentred i hæc Verba; And with 


diti Domini Regis, cordialem ſuum amorem, 


5 minum Regem relinguerent, & Guerram, 
& Inſurrectionem, contra eum, levarent, & facerent, &c. 
T have, in this form, followed the antient Stile of the 
Indictments, for brevity ſake, though when we come 
to the Buſineſs it ſelf, we ſhall enlarge it, according 
to the uſe of the latter times. This I repreſented 
to him, (being a thing he is well acquainted with,) 
that he might perceive, the Platform of that was in- 
tended, without any Miſtaking, or Obſcurity. But 
then I fell to the matter it ſelf, to lock him in, as much 
0 Eo ei. ESR: 
That there be four Means or manners, whereby the 
Death of the King is compaſſed, and imagined. 
The firſt, by ſome particular Fact, or Plot, 
The ſecond, by Diſabling his Title ; As by af- 
firming, that he is not /awful Ning; Or that another 
ought to be King ; Or that he is an Uſurper ; Or a 
Baſtard ; Or the like. Rk, 
The third, by Subjedting his Title, to the Pope; 
and thereby Making him, of an Abſolute King, a Con- 
ditional Ning. 5 
The fourth, by Diſabling his Regiment, and ma- 
king him appear, to be incapable, or indign, to 
Theſe things, I relate to your Majeſty in ſumm, 
as is fit; which when,I opened to my Lord, l did 8 
== E 


Ar 
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ſiſt a little more upon, with more efficacy and edge, and 
Authority of Law and Record, than I can now expreſs. 

Then I placed Peacham's Treaſon, within the laſt Di- 
viſion, agreeable to divers Preſidents, whereof I had 
rhe Records ready ; And concluded, that your Majeſty's 
Safety and Life, and Authority, was thus by Law in- 


ſconſed and quartered ; And that it was in vain, to for- 


tifie on Three of the ſides, and ſo leave you open on 
the Fourth. 3 
It is true, he heard me in a grave faſnhion, more than ac- 


cuſtomed, and took a Pen, and took notes of my Diviſi- 


ons; And when he read the Preſidents and Records, 
would ſay, This you mean falleth within your firſt, or 
your ſecond, Diviſion. In the end, I expreſſy demand- 
ed his Opinion, as that, whereto both he, and I was 


enjoyned. But he deſired me to leave the Preſidents, 


with him, that he might adviſe upon them. I told him, 
the reſt of my Fellows, would diſpatch their part, and 
I ſhould be behind with mine ; which I perſwaded my 
Self, your Majeſty would impute, rather to his Back- 
wardneſs, than my Negligence. He ſaid, as ſoon as I 
ſhould underſtand, that the reſt were ready, he would 
not be long after, with his Opinion. _ HED 

For Mr. St. John, your Majeſty knoweth, the day 
draweth on; And my Lord Chaucellors Recovery, the 
Seaſon and his Age, promiſing. not to be too haſty. I 
ſpake with him on Sunday, at what time I found him in 
Bed, but his Spirits ſtrong, and not ſpent, or wearied ; 
And ſpake wholly of your Buſineſs, leading me from 
one Matter to another. And wiſhed, and ſeemed to 
hope, that he might attend the day, for O. S. and it 
were, (as he ſaid,) to be his laſt work to conclude his 
Services, and expreſs his Affection, towards your Ma- 
jeſty. I prefumed to ſay to him, that I Kn w your Ma- 


jeſty would be exceeding deſirous of his being preſent 


— that 
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that day, ſo as that it mought be, without prejudice, 
to his continuance; But that, otherwiſe, your Majeſty 
eſteemed a Servant, more than a Service; eſpecially 
ſuch a Servant. Surely, in mine Opinion, your Ma- 
jeſty were better put off the day, than want his pre- 
ſence, conſidering the Cauſe of the putting off, is fo 
notorious ; And then the Capital, and the Criminal may 
come together, the next Term. | | 

I have not been unprofitable, in helping to diſcover 
and examine, within theſe few days, a late Patent, by 
Surreption obtained from your Majeſty, of the great- 
eſt Foreſt in England, worth 300001 under Colour of 
a Defective Title, for a matter of 400 J. The Perſon 
muſt be named, becauſe the Patent muſt be queſtioned. 
It is a great Perſon, my Lord of Shrewsbury; Or rather, 
(as think,) a greater than he, which is my Lady of 
Shrewsbury. But I humbly pray your Majeſty, to know 
this firſt, from my Lord Treaſurer 5 who, methinks, 


groweth even ſtudious in your Buſineſs. God preſerve 
your Majeſty. x 


Sͤubject and Servant, 
The rather, in regard of Mr. Murray's 


to have a little regard, to this Letter. 


* That my Lady of Shrewsbury was a Woman of Intreague, and as 
Camden ſays in his Annals of King Fames, Rebus turbandis nata ; will ap- 
pear from her Conduct relating to the King's and her Kinſwoman, the 
Lady Arabella: For having been the Great Inſtrument of her Marriage 

with Sir William Seymour, afterwards Earl and Marqueſs of Hartford, and 


— 


of procuring her El g 
Privy Council, and for refuſing to give any Anſwer in a matter which ſo 
nearly concerned the State; She was Fined in the Star- Chamber; and the 


ſufficient warning, ſhe afterwards reported that the Lady Arabella left a 


Child by her Husband, for which and her repeated Obſtinacy, ſhe incurred 
a greater Cenſure in the ſame Court. | | 5 . 
XLVI. 


Jan. 3 . 1614. Tour Majeſty's moſt humble and devoted, 
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Abſence, I humbly pray your Majelty, Fr. Bacon. 


cape from the Tower ; She was convened before the 


Charge which was then given in againſt her is Printed in the Cabala, p.3 40. 
and was I doubt not made by Sir Francis Bacon. But as if this was not a 
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XIV. 
Jo the KING. 


It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, 
V Lord Chancellor ſent for me, to ſpeak with 
'E me this Morning, about Eight of the Clock. I 
perceive, he hath now that Signum Sanitatis, as to feel 
better his former weakneſs. For it 1s true, I did a little 


- miſtruſt, that it was but a Boutade of Deſire, and good 


Spirit, when he promiſed himſelf, ſtrength for Friday, 
though I was won and carried with it. But now, I find. 
him, well inclined, to uſe (ſhould I ſay) your Liberty, 
or rather your Interdict, ſignified by Mr. Secretary, from 
your Majeſty. His Lordſhip ſhewed me alſo your own 
Letter, whereof he had told me before, but had not 


ſhewed it me. What ſhall I ſay? I do much admire- 


your Goodneſs, for writing ſuch a Letter, at ſuch a 
w__ PP 

He had ſent alſo to my Lord Treaſurer, to deſire him: 
to come to him about that time. His Lordſhip came ;. 
And, not to trouble your Majeſty, with circumſtances, 
both their Lordſhips concluded, my Self preſent and 
concurring ; That it could be no prejudice,to your Ma- 
jeſty's Service, to put off the day, for Mr. St. John till: 
the next Term. The rather, becauſe there are Seven, 
of your Privy Council, which are at leaſt, Numerus and: 
part of the Court, which are by Infirmity, like to be 
abſent ; That is, my Lord Chancellor, my Lord Admi-. 
ral, my Lord of Shrewsbury, my Lord of Exceter, my 
Lord Zouch, my Lord Stanhope, and Mr. Chancellor of: 


the Dutchy ; wherefore they agreed, to hold a 9 25 
cih, 
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cil, too morrow, in the Afternoon, for that pur- 
P oſe. 1 

It is true, that I was always of Opinion, that it was 
no time loſt; And I do think ſo the rather, becauſe I 
could be content, that the Matter of Peacham were firſt 
ſetled, and put to a Point. For there be, perchance, 
that would make the Example upon Mr. St. John to 
ſtand for all. For Peacham, I expect ſome account from 
my Fellows this day. If it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, 
then J hope, it may not be left ſo. Your Majeſty, in 


your laſt Letter, very wiſely put in a Disjunctive, that 


the Judges ſhould deliver an Opinion, privately, either 
to my Lord Chancellor, or to our Selves, diſtributed: His 
Sickneſs, made the later way to be taken: But the other 
may be reſerved, with ſome Accommodating, when 
we ſee the ſucceſs, of the Former. a 


I am appointed, this day, to attend my Lord: Trea- 


Jarer, for a Propoſition of Raiſing Profit and Revenue, 


by Infranchifing Copybolders. 1 am right glad to ſee the 
Patrimonial part of your Revenue, well look'd into, -as 
well as the Fiſcal. And I hope it will fo be, in other 
parts, as well as this. God preſerve your Majeſty. 


Febr. 7. 1614. Tour Majeſty's moſt. humble and devoted 


Subject, and Servant. 
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Of Sir Francis Bacox. 
- XLVIL 
To the KING. 


j It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, 


1 conferred with my Lord Coke, and the reſt of 


the Juckes of the Xings-Bench onely, being met at my 


Lord's Chamber, concerning the Buſineſs of Owen. For 
although it be true, that your Majeſty, in your Letter, 
did mention that the fame Courſe, might be held.in the 
Taking of Opinions apart in this, which was preſcri- 


bed, and uſed in Peacham's Cauſe ; yet both 010 Lords 
JI 


of the Council, and we amongſt our Selves, holding it, 
in a Caſe ſo clear, not needful ; But rather that it would 
import, a diffidence in us, and deprive us of the means; 
to debate it with the Judges, (if cauſe were) more 
ſtrongly, (which is ſomewhat,) we thought beſt, ra- 
ther to uſe this Form. 

The Judges deſired us to leave the Examinations and 
Papers, with them for ſome little time, to conſider, 
(which is a thing they uſe;) But, I conceive, there will 


be no manner of Queſtion, made of it. My Lord Chief 


Juſtice to ſhew forwardneſs (as I interpret it,) ſhewed 


us paſſages of Suarez, and others, thereby to prove, 
that though your Majeſty, ſtood not Excommunicate, 


9 particular Sentence, yet by the General Bulls of 
4 


na Domini, and others, you were, upon the matter, 
Excommunicate; And therefore, that the Treaſon was 
as De præſenti. But I, that foreſee, that if that Courſe 
| ſhould be held, when it cometh to a publick day, to- 
diſſeminate to the Vulgar an Opinion, that your Ma- 


jeſty's Caſe is all one, as if you were de Facto, particu- 


larly. 


Y Self, with the reſt of your Council Learned, 
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- larly and expreſiy, Excommunicate ; it would but in- 
creaſe the danger of your Perſon, with thoſe that are 
Deſperate Papiſts; And that it is needleſs ; Commended 
my Lord's Diligence, but withall put it by; And fell 
upon the other Courſe, (which is the true way ;) That | 
is, that whoſoever ſhall affirm, in Diem, or ſub Con- E 
ditione, that your Majeſty, may be deſtroyed, is a Tray- {7 
tor, de præſenti; For that, he maketh you but Tenant 
for Life, at the will of another. And I put, the Duke 
of Buckingham's Caſe, who ſaid, That if the Xing cau- 
fed him to be arreſted of Treaſon, he would ſtab him; And 
the Caſe of the ImpoſtureſS, Elizabeth Barton, that ſaid, 
That if King Henry the Eighth took not his Wife again, 
Katharine Dowager, he ſhould be no longer King ; And the 
by Dat WE fb. 1 

It may be theſe particulars, are not worth the Rela- = 
ting. But becauſe I find nothing in the World, ſo im- 
portant to your Service, as to have you throughly in- 
formed, (the Ability of your Direction conſidered,) it 
maketh me thus to do; Moſt humbly praying your 
Majeſty to admoniſh me, if I be over-troubleſome. :- 


. 
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For Peacham, the reſt of my Fellows are ready, to 
make their Report, to your Majeſty, at ſuch time, and 
in ſuch manner, as your Majeſty ſhall require it. M 
Self yeſterday took my Lord Coke aſide, after the reſt 
were gone, and told him, all the reſt were ready, and 
I was now to require his Lordſhip's Opinion, according 
to my Commiſſion. He ſaid, I ſhould have it; And re- 
peated that twice, or thrice, as thinking he had gone | 
too far, in that kind of Negative, (to deliver any Opi- 1 
nion apart,) before; And faid, he would tell it me 3 
within a very ſhort time, though he were not that in- 3 
ſtant ready, I have toſſed this Buſineſs in omnes partes, 


whereof 1 
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Of Sr Fxancis Bacon. 73 


whereof I will give your Majeſty knowledge, when 
time ſerveth. God preſerve your Majeſty. 


Febr, 1141614 Tour Majeſty's moſt humble and devoted 
| Subject, and Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. 
XLVIII. 
To the KING. 
It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, | 


Send your Majeſty Encloſed, my Lord Coke's Au- 
ſwers : I will not call them Reſcripts; much leſs 


Gracles. They are of his own hand, and offered to me, 


as they are, in writing, though I am glad of it for mine 

own Diſcharge. I thought it my Duty, - as ſoon as I re- 
ceived them, inſtantly to ſend them to your Majeſty ; 

And forbear, for the preſent, to ſpeak further of them. 

I, for my part, (though this Maſcovia Weather be a 

little too hard, for my Conft:tution ;) was ready to have 
waited upon your Majeſty this day, all re ſet 
aſide ; But my Lord Treaſurer, in reſpect of the ſea- Theſe 
ſon, and much other Buſineſs, was willing to ſave me. things 


I will onely conclude touching theſe Papers, with a ought to 


Text, Divided, I cannot fay ; * Oportet iſthec fieri; But + But the 
I may fay, + Find aulem ele God preſerve your . nor 


Majeſty. yet. 


T4 Febr. 1614. | Tour Majefty's moſt humble and devoted l 
Sache, and Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. 
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It may pleaſe Jour Majeſty, 


May remember what Tacitus faith, by occaſion 
1 that Tiberius was often, and long abſent from Nome; 
1 Rome * In Urbe, & parva, & Magna Negotia, Imperatorem 

al and, fomul premunt : But faith he, In receſſu, dimiſis rebus 
great | At minoris momenti, ſummæ rerum magnarum magis agitantur. 
bie This makerh me think it ſhall be no Incivility, to trou- 
fame time ble your Majeſty with Buſineſs, during your abode 
_ from London; Knowing, that your Majeſty's Meditati- 
Emperor : ONS, are the principal wheel of your Eſtate ; And be- 


= ing warranted, from a former Commandement, which 


received from you, e e Lent 3-H 
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Of Hir FR AN CIS BA cox. 


Paper, hath many Diſcarding Cards; and [ ſend it 
chiefly „that your Majeſty may be the leſs ſurprized by 
Projectures; who pretend fometimes great Diſcoveries, 
and Inventions in Things, that have been propounded, 

and perhaps, after a bettter faſhion, long ſince. God 
Almighty preſerve your Majeſty. | 


25 Apr. 1615. Tour Majeſty's . Mn ad aur 
W and Servant, | 


75 


| | L. | 
To the KI NG. 


I. may pleaſe Tour Excellent Majeſty. 


Mx Sr. Fohn his Day is paſt, and well paſt. I hold 
it to be Janus Bifrons ; It hath. a good Aſpect, 
to that which is paſt, and to the Future: And 
both ſatisſie and prepare. All did well: My Lord Chief 
Juſtice, delivered the Law for the Benevolence, ſtrongly ; 
I would he had done it, timely. Mr. Chancellor of the 
Excheq quer (a) ſpake finely, ep after the manner 
of my Ne Lord Privy Sea 4 Nor all out to ſharply, but The late 


as 5 Sir Thomas Late, (wh. is alſo new in =", of, 
that : Court) « did very well., famili ny and Counſeller- —_— 


© 'The khan: of che b here meant was Sir Fulke Greoille 
wha. being early initiated into the Court of Queen NRitabenh, became a 
Polite and Fine Gentlemen; and in the th. Ling Fees was Created 
Lord Brooke. He erected a Noble Monument x himſelf, on the North- 
ſide of H (which hath eſcaped che late . . with 
crip tig 


this well known I , Fulke 7055 ren Elizabeth, 
Cortncellor ro Rig Janes, = 4 Friend t ble Slag de lelz 
rergembr 


bilip Sidney. | of is he leſs 
Monument he has lefe in hf ritings and Poems, chief 


ly Compo ſed in his Youth, and in Ponting xerciſe with the Gentleman 
1 hare before mentioned. my 
: L 2 4 


ice the Re- a 00 
pag. 60. life. f have 12 it to Mr. Murray ſealed ; 


* eretaries of State, as he had been formerly Latin- Secri 


ed his Arcad 
= be From th ir 2555 = as his 
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12 00 Lord of Pembroke, (Who is likewiſe a 
er et 4 of extraordinary well, and became 
_ himſelf well, and had an evident Applauſe (c). I meant 
n deu my Imformat ion was the Ground; 
having pol ſp ut of * Heads, which J had gather- 
(For Sy: om do "more,) I ſet down, as ſoon as I 
ITI curſorily, * a Frame of that I had ſaid; 

rſwade my ſelf, I ſpake it with more 


It your Ma- 
jeſty have ſo much idle time, to lookgupon it, it may 


give ſome light of the Days Work: But 1 moſt humbly 


(b) Sir Thomas Lake was * this tame = f the Principal Se- 


ry to Queen Elixab. 
- But in the year 
ed in the Quarrels 
nteſs of Exeter; He 
and after ards re- 
ar. Chamber; although ĩt 
js publick Elogy, Thes he 
in Europe. Whilſt this 
Kters to the King, and 


and before that time bred under Sir. Francis Walfi 
ters falling into the King's diſpleaſure, and being ex 
of his Wife and Dau « (> the Lady Roos, with the 
was at firſt ſuſpended from the Execution of his Pl 
moved, and deeply Cenſured and Fined in the 
isfait the King. then gave him in — Court 
Te State fit a ſervg.oop greateſt Pri 
zm was hanging over his head, he writ mar 


—— 4 of Buctiigbam, which 1 have ſeen, co x of his misfortune, 
oor ruin was I nn ſtance eee 


i E A l of Pembroke; eo bed | enen ie 
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Of Sir FR xNCis'Baco N. 
pray your Majeſty to 1 the e God pre: 


ſerve you ever. 


7 api 29. 1615, Tate Majeſty s moſt humble Subject, 
aud devoted Servant, 


| Fr. Bacon. 
3 
To the KING. 


tt may pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty ; 


Our Majeſty ſhall ſhortly receive the Bill, 0 

Incorporation of the New Company; together with 
a Bill for the Privy Seal, being a Dependaney thereof. 
For this Morning, 1 ſubſcribed, and docketted them 
both. I think it therefore now time to repreſent to 
your Majeſty's. high Wiſdom, that which I conceive, . 
and have had long in my mind, concerning your Ma. 
jeſty' s Service, and honourable Profit in this Buſineſs. 

This Project, which hath proceeded from a worthy 
Service, of the Lord Treaſurer, I have, from the 4 
gianing, conſtantly affected; As may well appear, by. 
my ſundry Labours, from time to time, in the ſame, . 
For I hold it a worthy Character, of your Majeſty's , 
Reign and Times; Inſomuch, 2 though your Maje- 
ght have at this time, (as is ſpoken) a great 
Waun encfit for the quitting of it; yet I 8 never 
be the Man that ſhould wiſh your| Majeſty, to deprive 
your Self of that Beatitude ; Beating ef eft dare, hat 46 + 76 36 
czpere.; In this Cauſe: But to ſacrilice. your Profit, more bleſ-- 
(though as your Majeſty's State is, it be precious to — 
Jou, ) to ſo great a Good of your Kingdom: Although ceive. 
this Project, is not without a Profit, immediate unto 
vou, 
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* Neceſſa- 
* Evils. 


Teyntours. 
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©" Bur niere is the Caſe. The New Company by this Pa. 
teur; and*Privy Seal, are to have two Things, . wholly 
erte How, he firſt. Intention; or rather, Ex Dia- 
metro, oppoſite unto the ſame; which nevertheleſs, 
they 113 of neceſſity. have, or elſe the Work is over. 
thrown. §0 as I may call them Mala Neceſſaria, 
but yet withal Temporary. . For, as Men make War, to 
have Peace; ſo theſe Merchants, muſt have licence 
for whites, to the end, to baniſh whites ; And they muſt 
have licence to uſe Teyntours, to the end to baniſh 


4 


This is therefore that I ſay; your Majeſty upon 
theſe two points, may juſtly ,” and with honour , and 
with preſervation of your firſt Intention inviolate ; 
demand Profit in the Interim, as long as theſe unnatu- 
fat” Points continue, and then to ceaſe. "For your 


Majeſty may be pleaſed to obſerve, - that they are to 


have all the Old Company's Profit, by the Trade of 
Whites ; they are again to have, * the proportion 
of Clorbs, Which they ſhall vent died, and dreſſed, 
the Plemwings Profit upon the Teyntour. Now then I 
ſay; As it had been too good Husbandry for a Hing, 
to have taken profit of them, if the Project could have 
been effected at once, (as was voiced ;) So on the other 


which is 77 
Nay, I ſay fur 


their Hands, the Trade of Whites, and the Deſpenſa- 
tion to Teynt 


o 
N * * 4 F F 


Of * F R "AN 
rw, 3 Bur k ve gotten them- 


which they n wed Mace 
ſelves 9 in i reſpect of the States hopes; they: 
are like enough to ſleep upon this, as upon a Pillow ; . 
And to make no haſte, to go on with the reſt. And 
though it may be faid, that that is 4 thing, will eafily 
appear to the State, yet { (no doubt) means may be de- 
viſed, and found, to draw the Bufineſs in length. So 
that I conclude, that if your Majeſty, take a profit of 
them, in the Interim, (conſidering; you refuſe prolit, 
from the Old Company,) it will be both Spur and Bridle, 
5 bn to make them Pace aright, to your Majeſty” | 
This in all humbleneſs, according to my vowed 
Care and Fidelity, being no Mans Man, but your Ma- 
jeſty s, I preſent, leave, and ſubmit; to your Maje : 
ſty's better Judgment; And I could wiſh, your Majeſty 
Won ſpeak, with Sir 7. homas Lake in it; who, beſides 


his good Habit which he hath i in Buſineſs, beareth, (me- 


thinks, ) an indifferent Hand in this particular; And (if 

it pleaſe your Majeſty,) it may proceed, as from your 

Self, and not as a Motion, or Obſervation of mine... 
Your Majeſty need not, in this, to-be wo 

time; As if this muſt be demanded, or treat 

you ſign their Bill. For I, foreſeeing this, Ar. 1175 


* 
bened in 


ſeeing that many things mought fall out, which I could 


not forſee; have handled it ſo, as with their good Con- 
tentment, there is a Power of Revocation, netted i in- 
to their Paten. And fo commending mw e 
God's _— and precious Cuſtody ; ; Ire 


Auguſt is | 1 Your Majeſty's moſt AT ad. 
N 4320 L jet, wala rvant, 
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e LII. 
To Sir George Villiers. 


Ending to the King upon Occaſion, I would not 
Y fail, to ſalute you by my Letter; which, that it 
may be more than two lines, I add this for News : 
That as I was ſitting, by my Lord Chief Juſtice, upon 
the Commiſſion, for the Indicting of the Great Per- 
Jon; One of the Judges asked Him, whether Roper 
were dead? He ſaid, He, for his part, knew not; 
Another of the Fudges anſwered; It ſhould concern 
you, my Lord, to know it. Whereupon he turned his 
Speech to me, and ſaid ; No, Mr. Attorney, I will not 
wreſtle, now in my latter times. My Lord, faid I, 
vou, ſpeak like a wiſe Man. Well, faith he, they 
— had no luck with it, that have had it. I ſaid a- 
gain, Thoſe days be paſt. Here you have the Dia- 
Togue to make you merry. But in ſadneſs, I was glad 
to perceive he meant not to conteſt: I can but ho- 
nour, and love you, and reſt, | 


Janunry . ©, Tour aſſured Friend aud 
Wo. 25 O30 y Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. 


LIII. 


Of Sir Fx ancis 5 Bacon. 


Lai. 6 
To the KIN G. 
It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, 


Spake, yeſterday, long, with my Lord Coe 3 5 
And for the Rege inconſulto, I conceive by him, it 


wil be, An amplias deliberandum cenſeo, (as I thought 


at firſt,) ſo as, for the preſent, your Majeſty ſhall 
not need to renew your Commandment of Stay. I 
ſpake with him alſo, about ſome Propoſitions, concern- 
ing your Majeſty's caſual Revenne wherein, I found 
him to conſent with me fully ; Aſſuming, neverthe. 
leſs, thathe had thought'of them before; But it is one 


Thing to have the Yapour of a Thought ; Another, 


to digeſt Buſineſs aright. ' He, on his part, imparted 


to me divers Things, of great weight; concerning 
the Reparation of your Majeſty's Means, and Finan- 


ces, which I heard gladly; Inſomuch, as he perceiving 
the fame, I think, was the readier, tg open himſelf to 


me, in one Circumſtance, Which he did much incul- 
cate. I concur fully with him, that they are to be held 


ſecret: For I never faw, but that Bufineſs, is like a 
Child, which is framed inviſibly in the Womb, And if 


it come forth too ſoon, it will be abortive, I know, i in 


moſt of them, the Proſecution muſt reſt much upon 
my Self. But I, that had the Power to prevail, in 

the Farmer's Caſe of the French Wines, without the 
help of my Lord Coke, ſhall be better able to go 
8 theſe with his help, the Ground being no 
leſs juit. And this I ſhall ever add of mine own, that 


I all ever reſpect your Majeſty's Honour, no leſs than 


Y our Profit ; And ſhall allo take care, according to my 
penſive 


81 
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unjuſt, it doth free you from their Contract: For 
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penſrve manner , that that, which is good for the pre- 
ſent , have not'in' it, hidden Seeds of future Inconveni- 


ences. | | 
The Matter of the New Company, was referred to 


me, by the Lords of the Privy Council; wherein, after 
ſome private Speech with Sir Lionel Crayfield, I made 


that Report, which I held moſt agreeable to Truth, 


and your Majeſty's Service. If this New Company break, 
it muſt either be put upon the Patent, or upon the 
Order, made by themſelves. For the Patent, I ſatis- 
fied the Board, that there was no Tittle in it, which 


was not, either Verbatim, in the Patent of the Old 


Company ; Or by ſpecial Warrant from the Table, in- 
ſerted. My Lord Coke, with much reſpect to me, ac- 
knowledged, but diſliked the Old Patent in it ſelf, and 
diſclaimed his being at the Table, when the Additi- 


ons were allowed. But, in my Opinion, (howſoever 


my Lord Coke, to magnify his Science in Law, draw. 
eth every thing, though ſometimes unproperly , and 

unſeaſonably, to that kind of Queſtion;) it is not 
convenient, to break the Buſineſs, upon thoſe Points. 


For conſidering , they were but Clauſes that were in 
the former Patents, and in many other Patents of Com- 


panies; And that the Additions, likewiſe, paſſed the 
Allowance of the Table, it will be but clamoured, and 
perhaps, conceived, that to quarrel them now, is but 
an Occaſion taken; And that the Times are changed, 
rather than the Matter. But that which preſerveth 
entire your Majeſty's Honour, and the Conſtancy of 
your Proceedings, is to put the Breach upon their 
Orders. fi; | . $3200 | 

For this Light I gave in my Report, which the 
Table readily apprehended, and much approved; That 
if the Table reject their Orders, as unlawful, and 


who 


Of Sir Fx ancers Bacon. 


whoſoever contraQteth , or undertaketh any thing ; is 
always underſtood, to perform it by lawful means ; 


So as, they have plainly abuſed the State, if that 
which they have undertaken, be either impoſfible , or 


unuſt. | 5 

[ am bold to preſent this Conſideration, to that ex- 
cellent Faculty, of your Majeſty's Judgement; becauſe, 
I think it importeth that future Good , which may 
grow to your Majeſty in the cloſe of this Buſineſs ; 
That the Falling off be without all Exception. God 
have you in his precious Cuſtody. 


Febr. 3. 1615. Tour Majeſty's moſt bumble and bounden, 


Subject, and Servant, 
on on” 
To the KING. 
It may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


Majeſty accepteth well of my poor Endeavours , 
in opening unto you the paſſages of your Service; 
That, 2 may come the leſs crude, and the more 
prepared to your Royal Judgment; the perfection 
whereof, as I cannot expect, they ſhould ſatisſie in 
every particular; fo I hope, through my Aſſiduity, 
there will reſult a good Total. 5 3 

My Lord Chance/or's Sickneſs, falleth out, duro Tem- 
pore, I have always known him, a wiſe Man, and of 
juſt Elevation for Monarchy ; But your Majeſly's 


Service mult not be man And if you leeſe him, 
1 | 2 as 


Jn glad to underſtand, by Mr. Murray , that your 
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as Your. Majeſty hath, no of. 
Hearts by depreſſing che Wicked 5 | 
ſter unto you; a Counterpart, to do the like, by raiſing 
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late, purchafed Many 
580 God, doth mini- 


the Honeſt. God evermore preſerve your Majeſty. 
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Ir may pleaſe your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, n 7% (I! 


Our worthy Chancellor I fear, goeth his laſt day. 
God hath hitherto uſed to weed out ſuch Sex- 


A 


vants, as grew not fit for. your Majeſty ; but now he 
hath gathered to himſelf a true Sage, or Saluia, out of 


your Garden: But your Majeſty's Service muſt not be 
mortal. | F ISI LIE ZW a 37 2 & 1 


V pon this heavy Accident, I pray your Majeſty, in- 
all Humbleneſs and Sincerity, to give me leave to uſe 


a few words, I muſt never forget, when I moved your 


Majeſty for the Attorney's Place; that it was your own 


IF 
* 


ſole Act; more than that my Lord of Somerſet, when 


he knew your Majeſty. had reſolved it, thruſt himſelf 


into the Buſineſs, ie gait Thapks : And therefore 1 
have no Reaſon'to pray to Saint. 


r 


1 ſhall now again make Oblation to your Majeſty; 


Firſt of my 'Heart ; then of my Service ; Thirdly of 
my Place of Attorney (which. I think is honeſtly 


worth 6000 /. per Annum,) And Fourthly of my Place 
in the Star. chamber, which is worth 1600 J. per Annum:; 


and. 
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and with the Favour 59 Cotintenance of a Chancellor, 
much more. I hope 1 may be bequitted of Preſump- 
tion, if I think of it, both beds my Father had the 
Place, which is ſome civil Inducement to my Deſire; 
(And I pray God your Majeſty may have Twenty no 
worſe Years in your Greatneſs, than Queen Elizabeth 
had in her Model, after my Father's placing ; ) ) and 
chiefly, becauſe the Chancellor's Place after it went to 
the Law, was ever conferred upon ſome of the Learned 
Council; and never upon a Judge. For Audeley was rai- 
ſed from King's Serjeant; my Father from Attorney of the 
Wards ; Bromley from Solicitor ; Puckering from Queen's 
Serjeant Egerton from Maſter of the Rolles, having new- 
ly left the Attorney's Place. Now I beſeech your Ma- 
jeſty let me put you the preſent Caſe, truly. If you take 
my Lord Coke, this will follow; firſt, your Majeſty 
ſhall. put an over-ruling Nature into an over-ruling Place, 
which.may breed an Extream : Next, you ſhall blunt 
his Induſtries .in Matter of Finances, which ſcemeth ta 
aim at another Place : And laſtly, popular Men are 
no ſure Mounters for your. Majeſty's. Saddle. If you 
take my. Lord Hobart; you ſhall have a Judge at = 
upper end of. your Council. Board, and another at the 
Tower end : Whereby your Majeſty will find your Pre- 
rogative pent. For though there thould be Emulation 
between them, yet as Legiſts they will agree, in mag. 
nifying that wherein they are beſt; he is no Stateſman 


but an Oeconomiſt, wholly for himſelf. So as your Ma- 


jeſty (more than an out ward Form) will find; Jittle, help 
in him, for the Buſineſs. If you take my Lord of Can. 


terbury, I will fay no mary, but the Chancellor s Place 


requires a whole Man. And to have both Juriſdictions, 
; 1 and Tenn 10 wa height 6 8 ft 0 19H 2 ; 
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For my Self, I can only preſent your Majeſty with 
Gloria in Obfequio' (a): Vet I dare promiſe, that if I ſit 
in that Place, your Buſineſs ſhall not make ſa ch ſhort 
turns upon you, as it doth ; bur when a Direction is 
once given, it ſhall be purſued and performed; and 
your Majeſty ſhall only be troubled with the true Care 
of a King, which is, to think what you would have done in 
Chief, aud not how for the paſſages. Ente 

I do preſume alſo, in reſpect of my Father's Memo- 
ry, and that I have been always Gracious in the lower 
Houſe , I have Intereſt in the Gentlemen of England, 
and ſhall be able to do ſome good Effect, in rectifying 
that Body of Parliament- men, which is Cardo rerum. 
For let me tell your Majeſty, That that part of the Chay- 
cellorss Place which is to judge in Equity, between par- 
ty and party, that ſame Regnum Judiciale (which ſince 
= 'Father's'time is but too much eslarged,) concern. - 
eth your ' Majeſty leaſt, more than the acquitting of 
your Conſcience for Juſtice. But it is the other parts 
of a Moderator, amongſt your Council, of an Overſee 
over your Judges, of a Planter of fit Fuſtices and Goverr 


ors in the Country, that importeth your Affairs, and- 


theſe times moſt. 
(a) This Expreſſion of Gloria in Obſequio is taken from the 6th Book of 
the Annals of Tacitus. Where, ſome Perſons being accuſed for their Intima- 
cy with Sej anus, the late great Favourite of the Emperor Tiberius; M. Teren- 
tius a Roman Knight, did not, like others excuſe or deny the fame for fear 
of Puniſhment;'but does in the Senate make an ingenuous Confeſſion there- 
of, and gives his Reaſons why he not only courted, but rejoyced in ob- 
*aining the Friendſhip of Sejanus. And then Addreſſes himſelf, as if ſpeak- 
ing to Tiberius in theſe Words. Non eſt noſtrum aftimare, quem ſupra cateros, 

' @ quibus de cauſis extollas : Tibi ſummum rerum judicium Dii dedere ; Nobis 
Obſequii gloria relicta eſt. It does not become us to enquire into the Per- 
ſon you are pleaſed to prefer above others, or into the Reaſons : To you, 


Heaven hath given a conſummate Judgement ; To us, there remains the 
© Glory of 4 chearful Obedience. | | 


4 
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I will add alfo, that I hope by my Care, the inven- 
tive part of your Council will be ſtrenghned ; who 
now commonly do exerciſe rather their Judgments , 
than their Inventions ; And the Inventive part cometh 
from Projectors and private Men, which cannot be ſo 


well: In which Kind, my Lord of Salubury had a 


good Method, if his Ends had been upright. 

To conclude, If I were the Man I would be, I ſhould 
hope, That as your Majeſty hath of late won Hearts 
by depreſſing; you ſhould in this loſe no Hearts by 
advancing : For I ſee your People can better skill of 
Concretum than Alſtractum, and that the Waves of their 
Affections flow, rather after Perſons, than Things. 
So that Acts of this Nature, (if this were one) do 
more good than twenty Bills of Grace. If God call 
my Lord Chancellor the Warrants and Commiſſions 
which are requiſite for the taking off the Seal, and for 


the working with it, and for reviving of Warrants un- 
der his hand, which die with him, and the like, ſhall 


be in readineſs. And in this, Time preſſeth more, be- 


cauſe it is the end of a Term, and almoſt the beginning 


of the Circuits : So that the Seal cannot ſtand ſtill. But 


this may be done as heretofore by Commiſſion , till 
your Majeſty hath reſolved of an Officer. God ever 
preſerve your Majeſty. 


Febr. 12, Tour Majeſty's moſt humble Subject. 
Wai benen, and bounden Servant. 


Fr. Bacon. 


| LVI. 
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| LVI. 
Letter to the King, of my Lord Chancellor's 


Amendment, and the Difference begun, between 


the Chancery, and Kings-Bench. 


It may pleaſe your Excellent Majeſty, | 
Jo find, God be thanked, 'a ſenfible Amendment, 
in my Lord Chancellor. I was with him yeſterday 
in private conference, about half an Hour : And this 
day again, at ſuch time as he did ſeal, which he en- 
dured well, almoſt the ſpace of an Hour, though the 
Vapour of Wax, be offenſive to him. He is free from 
a Fever, perfect in his powers, of Memory and Speech ; 
And not hollow, in his Voice, nor Look; He hath no 
panting, or labouring Reſpiration ; Neither are his 
Coughs dry, or weak. But whoſoever thinketh, his 
Diſeaſe is but Melancholy, he maketh no true Judge- 
ment of it; For it is, plainly, a formed and deep 
Cough, with a PeQtoral ſurcharge ; So that, at times, 
he doth almoſt, Animam agere. I forbear to advertiſe 
your Majeſty, of the Care I took to have Commiſſi- 
ons in readineſs, becauſe Mr. Secretary Lake hath let 
me underſtand, he ſignified as much to your Majeſty : 
But, I hope, there thall be no-uſe for them, at this 
time. And, as I am glad to advertiſe your Majeſty, of 
the Amendment of your Chancellor's Perſon ; So I am 
ſorry, to accompany it with an Advertiſement of the 
Sickneſs of your Chancery Court; though, (by the 
Grace of God,) that Cure will be much eafier, than 
the other. It is true, I did lately write to your Maje- 
ſty, that for the Matter of the Habeas Corpora, (which 
was the third Matter in Law, you had given me in 


charge.; ) 
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charge ;) I did think, the Communion in Service, be- 
tween my Lord Chancellor, and my Lord Chief Fuſtice, 
in the great Buſineſs of Examination, would fo joyn 
them, as they would not ſquare, at this time ; But 
pardon me, a humbly pray your Majeſty, if I have 
too Reaſonable. Thoughts. | 
And yet, that which happened, the laſt day, of the 
Term, concerning certain Indictments, in the Nature 
of Premunire, preferred into the Kings-Bench, but not 
found ; Is not ſo much, as is voiced abroad ; (though 
I muſt ſay, it is Omni tempore Nimium, & hoc tempote * Too 
Alienum;) And therefore, I beſeech your Majeſty, not W__ 
to give any Believing Ear, to Reports, but to receive but 
the Truth, from me, that am your Attorney General, —_ at 
and ought to ſtand indifferent, for Juriſdlictions, of all! 
Courts; which Account, I cannot give your Majeſty 
now, becauſe T was then abſent ; And ſome are now - | | 
abſent, which are properly, and authentically, to in- | 
form me; touching that which paſſed. Neither let = 
this, any ways, disjoynt, your other Buſineſs ; For 
there 1s a time, for all things; And this very Accident, 
may be turned, to Good, Not that Iam of Opinion, 
that that ſame Cunning Maxim, of f Separa, & Impera, + Divide 
which ſometimes holdeth in Perſons, can well take and Rule. 
place in Juriſdictious; But becauſe, ſome good Occaſi- 
on, by this Exceſs, may be taken, to ſettle that, which 4 
would have been more dangerous, if it had gone out, 8 
by little and little. God ever preſerve your Majeſty. 


15 Febr. 1613. «Tour Majeſty s moſt bumble Subject, | 
IN +. 4. "» and moſt bounden Servant, | 
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LVII. 
To Sir George Villiers. 


S1, 


Received, this Morning, from vou, two Letters, 
by the ſame Bearer; The one written before, the 
other, after his Majeſty had received my laſt, 

In this Difference, between the two Courts, of Chan- 
cery, and Kings-Bench ; (For fo I had rather take it, for 
this Time, than between the Perſons, of my Lord 
Chancellor, and my Lord Chief Fuſtice,) I marvel not, if 
Rumour get way, of true Relation. For I know Fame 
hath ſwift wings ; Specially that, which hath Black Fea- 
thers-: But within theſe two days, (for ſooner I cannot 
be ready,) I will write unto his Majeſty, both the Nar- 
rative truly, and my Opinion ſincerely ; Taking much 
comfort, that I ferve ſuch a King, as hath God's Pro- 
perty, in diſcerning truly, of Mens Hearts. I purpoſe, 
to ſpeak, with my Lord Chancellor, this day; And fo 
to exhibit, that Cordial, of his Majeſty's Grace; As I 
hope, that other Accident, will rather rouze, and raiſe 
his Spirit, than deject him, or incline him to Relapſe. 
Mean while, I commend the Wit, of a mean Man, that 
faid this other day, Well, the next Term, you fhall have 
an Old Man, came with a Beeſom of Wormwood, in his 
Hand, that will ſweep away all this. For it is, my Lord 
Chancellor's faſhion,ſpecially towards the Summer, to car- 
ry a Poſie of Wormwood. I write this Letter in Haſte, to 


return 


of Sir FRAN CIS Bacon. 
return your Meſſenger with it. God keep you, ind 
long, and happily, may you ſerve his Majeſty. 


19 Febr. 1615, Tour true and affectionate Servant, 


Sir, 7 thank you for your Inward Letter ; 

I have burned it, as you commanded. But 1 
the Fire it hath kindled in me; will ne- Fr. Bacon. 
ver be extinguiſhed. | 


LVIII. 
To Sir George Villiers. 


8 3 8 | 
M Y Lord Chancellor s Health, growing with the 


Days, and his Reſignation, being an Uncer- 


tainty, I would be glad, you went on, with my firſt 
Motion, my {wearing Privy Counſellor. This I deſire, 
not ſo much, to make my Self, more ſure of the other; 
and to put it paſt Competition; (For herein, I reſt 
wholly upon the King, and your excellent ſelf,) But, 
becauſe I find hourly, that I need this Strength, in his 
Majeſty's ſervice ; Both for my better warrant, and ſa- 
tisfaction of my Conſcience, that I deal not in Things, 
above my Vocation; And for my better Countenance, 
and Prevailing, where his Majeſty's ſervice, is, under 
any pretext, oppoſed, I would it were. diſpatched. I 
remember, a greater Matter than this, was diſpatched, 
by a Letter, from Royſton; which was, the Placing of 
the Archbiſhop, that now is: And I imagin, the King 
om it on purpole, that the Act mought appear, to be 
is OWN, | Lis 

My Lord Chancellor told me, yeſterday, in plain 

Terms, that if the King, N ask his opinion, touch- 
2 


ing 
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ing the Perſon, that he would commend, to ſucceed 
him, upon Death; or Diſability, he would name me, 
for the fitteſt Man. You may adviſe, whether uſe, may 
not be made, of this offer. | | 
I ſent, a pretty while ſince, a Paper, to Mr. Joh» 
Murrey ; which was, indeed, a little Remembrance, of 
{ome Things paſt; concerning my honeſt, and faith- 
ful Services to his Majeſty ; Not by way of Boaſting, 
(from which I am far,) but as Tokens, of my ſtudying 
his Service, uprightly, and carefully. If you be plea- 
ſed, to call for the Paper, which is with Mr. Fohn Mur- 


rey; And to find a fit time, that his Majeſty, may caſt 


an eye upon it, I think it will do no Hurt: And ! 
have written to Mr. Murrey, to deliver the Paper, if 


you call for it. God keep you in all Happineſs. 


21 Febr. 1611 | Tour trueſt Servant, 
Fr. Bacon. 
LIX. 
To the KING. 


A may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
Was yeſterday, in the Afternoon, with my Lord 
Chancellor , according to your Commandement , 
which TI received by the Maſter of the Horſe ; And find 
the Old Man, well comforted ; both towards. God, and 
towards the World, and that ſame middle Comfort, 
which is Divine, and Humane, proceeding from your 
Majeſty, being God's Lieutenant, on Earth, I am per- 
. hath been a great Cauſe, that ſuch a Sickneſs, 
hath been portable, to ſuch an Age. I did not fail, in 
my Conjecture; that this Buſineſs, of the —; 

at 
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hath ſtirred him; He ſheweth to deſpiſe it, but he is 
full of it; and almoſt, like a young Duelliſt, that find- 
eth himſelf behind hand. 7 

I will now, as your Majeſty requireth, give you a 
true Relation, of that which hath paſſed ; neither will 
I decline, your Royal Commandment, for delivering 
my Opinion alſo, though it be a tender Subject, to 
write on; But I, that account my Being, but as an Ac- 
cident to my fervice, will negle& no duty upon Self. 
Safety. 


Firſt, it is neceſſary, I let your Majeſty know, the 


Ground of the Difference, between the two Courts ; 
that your Majeſty, may the better underſtand the 
Narrative. | 2 
There was a Statute made, 27 Edw. 3. Cap. 1. 
which, (no doubt) in the principal Intention there- 
of, was ordained, againſt thoſe, that ſued to Rome; 
wherein there are Words, ſomewhat general, againſt 
any, that queſtioneth, or impeacheth, any Fudgment, gi. 
ven in the King's Courts, or in any other Court. Upon 
theſe doubtful Words ( other Courts, ) the Controver- 
fie groweth. For the ſounder Interpretation, taketh- 


them, to be meant, of thoſe Courts, which though, 


locally, they were not held at Rome, or where the 
Pope's Chair was, but here within the Realm; yet in 
their Juriſdiction, had their Dependance, upon the 
Court of Rome; As were the Court of the Legate 
here, and the Courts of the Arch. Biſhops, and Biſhops, 
which were then, but ſubordinate Judgment Seats, to 
that high Tribunal of Rome. And for this Conſtru- 


ction, the Oppoſition of the Words, (if they be well 
obſerved ) between the Xing's Courts and other Courts, 
maketh very much: For it importeth, as if thoſe other 
Courts, were not the King's Courts. Alſo, the main 
Scope of the Statute, fortifieth the ſame: And laſtly, 


the 
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the Practice of many Ages. The other Interpretati: 
on, ( which cleaveth to the Letter,) expoundeth the 
King's Courts, to be the Courts of Law, only, and other 
Courts, to be Courts of Equity, as the Chancery, Ex- 
chequer-chamber, Dutchy, &c. Though this alſo flyeth, 
indeed, from the Letter, for that all theſe, are the 
King's: Courts. 
There is alſo another Statute, which is but a ſimple 
Prohibition, and not with a Penalty, of a Premuni- 
re, (as the other is; ) That after Judgements given in the 


King's Courts, the parties ſhall be in Peace, except the 


Judgement be undone, by Error, or Attaint, which is a 
Legal form, of Reverſal. And of this alſo, I hold, 
the Sounder Interpretation to be, to ſettle Poſſeſſions, 
againſt Diſturbances, and not to take away Remedy, in 
Equity, where thoſe Judgements, are obtained, ex Ri- 
gore Furis, and againſt good Conſcience. 

But upon theſe two Statutes, there hath been, a 
late Conceit in ſome, that if a Judgement, paſs, at 
the Common Law, againſt any, that he may not, after 
ſue, for Relief in Chancery: And if he doth, both He, 
and his Counſel, and his Solicitors, yea and the Judge 
in Equity himſelf, are within the Danger, of thoſe 
Scans, | 

Here your Majeſty, hath the true ſtate, of the Que- 
ſtion, which I was neceſlarily to open to you firſt, be- 
cauſe your Majeſty, calleth for this Relation ; not as 
News, but as Buſineſs. Now to the Hiſtorical part. 

It is the Courſe, of the Aings Bench, that they give 
in Charge to a Grand Jury, Ottences of all Natures, to 
be preſented within Middleſex, where the ſaid Court is 
And the manner is, to enumerate them, as it were, in 
Articles. This was done by Fuſtice Crook, the Wed- 
neſday, beiore the Term ended. And that Article, 


( If any Man, after a Judgement given, had drawn the 


faid 
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ſaid Judgement, to a new Examination, in any other 
Court,) was by him, ſpecially, given in Charge; 
which had not uſed to be given, in Charge before: 
It is true, it was not ſolemnly dwelt upon, but, as it 
were, thrown in amongſt the reſt. 19 
The laſt day, of the Term; ( And that which all 
Men condemn, the ſuppoſed laſt day, of my Lord 
Chancellor's life ; ) There were two Indictments pre- 
ferred, of Premunire, for ſuing in Chancery, after Judg- 
ment in Common Law; The one by Rich. Glanvile, 
the other by William Alley: The former againſt 
Courtney, the party in Chancery, Gib the Councel- 
lor, and Deurſt the Clark; The latter, againſt Alder- 
man Bowles, and Humfry Smith, parties in Chancery ; 
Serjeant More the Counſellor, Elias Wood, Solicitor in 
the Cauſe, and Sir Fohn Tindal, Mr. of the Chancery, 
5 and an Aſſeſſor, to my Lord Chancellor. 5 
7 For the Caſes themſelves, it were too long, to trou- 
1 ble your Majeſty, with them; But this I will ſay; If 
they were ſet on, that preferred them, they were the 
worſt Marks-men, that ever were, that ſet them on. 
For there could not have been choſen, two ſuch Cau> 
ſes, to the Honour, and Advantage, of the Chancery, 
for the Juſtneſs of the Decrees, and the Foulneſs; and 
Scandal, both of Fact, and Perſon, in thoſe that im- 
peach the Decrees. 5 4 
The Grand Jury, conſiſting, (as it feemeth,) of very 
Subſtantial, and Intelligent, Perſons, would not find 
the Bills; Notwithftanding, they were clamoured by 
the parties, and twice ſent back, by the Court; And 
in Concluſion , reſolutely, Seventeen of Nineteen, 
found an Ignoramus: Wherein, for that time, I think, 
Ignoramus was wiſer, than thoſe that know too much. 
Vour Majeſty will pardon me, if I be ſparing, in 
delivering to you, ſome other Circumſtances, of Ag- 
| gra- 
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gravation, and of -Concurrences, of ſome like M at- 
ters, the ſame day ; as if it had been ſome fatal Con- 
ſtellation. They be not things, ſo ſufficiently tryed, 
as I dare put them, into your Ear. | 
For my Opinion, I cannot but begin, with this Pre- 
face; That I am infinitely ſorry, that your Majeſty, is 
thus put, to ſalve, and cure, not only Accidents of 
Time, but Errors of Servants: For I account this, 
a kind of Sickneſs, of my Lord Coke's, that comes, al- 
molt, in as ill a time, as the Sickneſs of my Lord Chan- 
cellor. And as (I think,) it was one of the wiſeſt 
parts, that ever he played, when he went down, to 
your Majeſty, to Royſton, and deſired, to have my Lord 
Chancellor, joined with him; So this was one of the 
weakeſt parts, that ever he played, to make all the 
World perceive, that my Lord Chancellor, is ſevered 
from him, at this time. . 
But for that, which may concern your Service, which 
is my End, (leaving other Men to their own Ways ; ) 
Firſt, my Opinion is plainly, that my Lord Cote, at 
this time, is not to be diſgraced ; both becauſe, he is 
ſo well habituate, for that which remaineth, of theſe 
Capital Cauſes; And alſo, for that, which I find, is 
in his Breaſt, touching your Finances, and Matters of 
Repair, of your Eſtate. And, (if Imovght ſpeak it,) 
as I think, it were good, his hopes were at an end, in 
2 kind, ſo I could wiſh, they were raiſed, in ſome 
other. SL 
On the other ſide, this great, and publick Affront, 
not only to the Reverend, and well deſerving, perſon, 
of your Chancellor; (And, at a time, when he was 
thought, to lye, on Dying, which was barbarous; ) 
But to your High Court of Chancery, which is the 
Court, of your abſolute Power; may not, (in my O- 
pinion, paſs lightly, nor end, only, in ſome Formal 
| | Atone- 
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Atonement; But Uſe is to be made thereof, for the ſet · 


ling of your Authority, and ſtrengthning of your Pre- 
rogative, according to the true Rules of Monarchy. 
Now to reconcile, and accommodate theſe two Ad- 
vices, which ſeem almoſt oppoſite. Firſt, your Maje- 
ſty, may not ſee it, (though I confeſs it be ſuſpicious,) 
that my Lord Coke was, any way, aforehand, privy 
to that, which was done; Or that he did ſet it, or ani- 
mate it; But only took the Matter, as it came before 
him ; And that his Error was only, that at ſuch a time, 
he did not divert it, in ſome good manner. 
Secondly, if it be true, ( as is reported, ) that any of 
the Puiſue Judges, did ſtir this Buſineſs ; Or that, they 


did openly revile, and menace the Fury, for = 


their Conſcience ; ( As they did, honeſtly, and truly, 

I think, that Fudge, is worthy, to leeſe his place. And 
to be plain with your Majeſty, I do not think, there is 
any Thing, a greater Polychreſton, or ad multa utile, to 
your Affairs, than upon a juſt, and fit Occaſion, to 


make ſome Example, againſt the Preſumption, of a 


Fudge, in Cauſes, that concern your Majeſty : where- 
by the whole Body of thoſe Magiſtrates, may be con- 
tained the better in awe ; And it may be, this will 
light, upon no unfit Subject, of a Perſon, that is 
Rude, and that no Man cares for. 4 
Thirdly, if there be no one, ſo much in fault, (which 
I cannot yet affirm, either way, and there muſt be a 
juſt Ground, God forbid elfe; ) yet 1 ſhould think, 
that the very Preſumption, of Going fo far, in ſo 
high a Cauſe, deſerveth to have that done, which was 
done in this very Caſe, upon the Indictment of Ser- 
jeant Heale, in Queen Elizabeth's time; that the Judges 
ſhould anſwer it, upon their knees, before, your Ma- 
jeſty, or your Council, and receive a ſharp Admoni- 


tion: At which time alſo, my Lord Wray, being 
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then Chief Juſtice, flipt the Collar, and was forborn. 
Fourthly, for the perſdns themſelves, Glanvile, and 
Alles, which are baſe Fellowes, and turbulent, I 
think, there will be diſcovered, and proved againſt 
them, (beſides the preferfing of the Bills,) ſuch Com- 
binations, and Contemptuous Speeches, and Behavi- 
ours; As there will be good Ground, to call them, 


and perhaps ſome of their petty Counſellors, at Law, 


into the Star. Chamber. | 
In all this, which I have ſaid, your Majeſty, may be 


_ pleaſed to obferve, that I do not engage you much, in 
the main Point of the Furiſdiction; for which I have a 


great deal of Reaſon; which I now forbear. But 
two Things, I wiſh to be done. The one, that your 
Majeſty, take this Occaſion, to redouble unto all your 
Judges, your antient, and true Charge, and Rule, That 
you will endure, no Innovating, the Point of Furiſ- 
,diftion ; but will have every Court, empaled, within 
their own Preſidents ; And not aſſume to themſelves, 
new Powers, upon Conceits, and Inventions, of Law : 
The other, that in theſe high Cauſes, that touch upon 
State, and Monarchy, your Majeſty give them ſtraight 
Charge; that upon any Occaſions intervenient here- 
after, they do not make the Vulgar, party to their 


Conteſtations, by publiek handling them, before they 


have conſulted with your Majeſty, to whom the Reigle- 
ment, of thoſe things, only appertaineth. 
Io conclude, I am not without hope, that your Ma- 
jeſty, managing this Buſineſs , according to your great 
Wiſdom ; ( unto which I acknowledge my Self, not to 


be worthy, to be Card. holder, or a Candle-holder; ) 


will make profit, of this Accident, as a Thing of 
God's ſending. TEE 
Laſtly, I may not forget, to repreſent to your Ma- 
Jeſty, that there is no Thinking of Arraignments, until 
8 Ee theſe 
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theſe Things, be ſomewhat accommodate; And ſome 
outward, and ſuperficial, Reconciliation, at leaſt, made, 
between my Lord Chancellor, and my Lord Chief Fu. 
ſtice. For this Accident, is a Banquet, to all the 
Delinquents Friends. But this is a Thing, that falleth 
out, naturally, of it ſelf; in reſpect, of the Judges 
Going Circuit, and my Lord Chancellors Infirmity, 
with Hope of Recovery. And although this Protra- 
ction of Time, may breed ſome doubt of Mutability, 
yet I have lately learned, out of an excellent Letter, of 
a certain King; That the Sun ſbeweth, ſometimes, watry, 
to our Dyes ut when the Cloud is gone, the Sun is as be- 
od ever preſerve your Majeſty. 
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LX. 
To the KI NG. 


It may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
Our Privy Council, have wiſely, and truly, diſ- 


cerned, of the Orders, and Demands, of the 


New Company, that they are unlawful and unjuſt; And 
themſelves, have. now acknowledged, the Work im- 


poſſible, without them, by their Petition in Writing, 


now regiſtred, in the Council-Book': So as this Con- 
eluſion, (of their own making,) is become peremp- 


tory, and final to themſelves; And the Impoſſibility 
confeſſed, the Practice, and Abuſe, reſerved to the 


Judgment, the State ſhall make of it. 
O 2 This 
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This Breach then, of this great Contract, is wholly 
on their part ; which could not have been, if your Ma- 
jeſty, had broken, upon the Patent: For the Patent, 
was your Majeſty's Act; The Orders, are their Act; 
And in the former Caſe, they had not been liable, to 
further Queſtion, now they are. 

There reſt two Things, to be conſidered : The one, 
if they, ( like Proteus, when he is hard held, ) ſhall 
yet again, vary their ſhape ; And ſhall quit their Orders, 
convinced of Injuſtice, and lay their Impoſition only, 
upon the Trade of Whites, whether your Majeſty, ſhall 
further expect? The other, if your Majeſty diſſolve 
them, upon this Breach, on their part, what 1s 


further to be done, for the ſetting of the Trade, again, 
in joynt, and for your own Honour, and Profit > In 


both which Points, I will not preſume to give Opinion, 


but onely, to break the Buſineſs, for your Majeſty's 


better Judgement. 
For the firſt, I am ſorry, the Occaſion was given, 


cy my Lord Cotes Speech, at this time, of the Com- 


To move 
every 
- Stone, 


uſe them. 


mitment of ſome of them ; ) That they ſhould ſeek , - 
* Omnem movere lapidem, to help themſelves. Better it 
had been, if (as my Lord Fenton ſaid to me, that 
Morning, very judiciouſly, and with a great Deal of 
Foreſight; ) That, for that time, they ſhould have 
had, a Bridge, made for them, to be gone. But my 
Lord Coke floweth, according to his own Tides, and 
not according to the Tides of Bufineſs. The thing, 
which my Lord Coke ſaid, was good, and too little, 
but, at this time, it was too much. But that is paſt. 
How ſoever, if they ſhould go back, and ſeek again, to 
entertain your Majeſty, with new Orders, or Offers, 
(as is {aid to be intended, ) your Majeſty hath ready, 
two Anſwers, of Repulſe, if it pleaſe your Majeſty to 


The 
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The ove, that this is now the Fourth time, that they 
have mainly broken, with your Majeſty, and contra- 
dicted themſelves. Firſt, they undertook, to dye, 


and dreſs, all the Clothes of the Realm; Soon after, they 
wound themſelves, into the Trade, of Whites, and 


rol 


came down to the Proportion contracted. Secondly, 


they ought to have performed that Contract according 
to their Subſcription, pro rata, without any of theſe 
Orders, and Impoſitions : Soon after, they deſerted their 


Subſcription, and had recourſe, to theſe Devices, of 


Orders. Thirdly, if by Order, and not by Subſcrip- 
tion, yet their Orders, ſhould have laid it, upon the 
Whites, which is an Unlawful, and Prohibited, Trade. 
Nevertheleſs, they would have brought in, lawful, and 
ſetled Trades, full Manufactures, Merchandize of all 
Natures, Poll- Money, or Brotherhood: Money, and I can- 
no} tell what. And now laſtly, it ſeemeth , they 
would go back, to lay it, upon the Whzzes : And there. 
fore, whether your Majeſty, will any more reſt, and 
build this great Wheel, of your Kingdom, upon theſe: 


broken, and brittle, Pinns, and try Experiments fur- 
ther, upon the Health, and Body, of your State, 1 


leave to your Princely Judgment. 


The other Anſwer, of Repulſe, is a kind of Appoſing 


them, what they will do, after the three years, con- 
tracted for? Which is a point, hitherto, not much 


ſtirred, though Sir Lionel! Cranfield, hath ever beaten 


upon it, in his Speech with me: For after the three 
years, they. are not tyed, otherways, than as Trade 
ſhall give Encouragement ; of which Encouragement, 
your Majeſty, hath a bitter Taſt. And if they ſhould: 
hold on, according to the third years. Proportion, and 
not riſe on, by turther gradation, your Majeſty hathnot- 


your End. No, I fear, and have long feared, that this. 
Feeding of the Foreigner; may be dangerous: For as 
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M we may think, to hold up our Cloathing, by Vent of 


Whites, till We can dye, and dreſs; So they, (Lmean 
the Dutch,) will think to hold up, their Manufacture, 
of Dying, and Dreſſing, upon our Whites, till they 
can Cloth: So as your Majeſty, nath the greateſt 
reaſon, in the World, to make the New Company, to 
come in, and ſtrengthen that part, of their Contract; 
And they refuſing, (as it is confidently believed they 
will,) to make their Default, more viſible, to all Men. 
For the ſecond main part, of your Majeſty's Conſul- 
tation: That is, what ſhall be done, ſuppoſing. an ab- 
ſolute Breach ; I have had ſome Speech, with Mr. Se- 
cretary Lake, and likewiſe with Sir Lionell Cranffeld; 
And, (as I conceive,) there may be three ways, taken 
into conſideration. The fr} is, that the Old Company 
be reſtored, who, (no. doubt,) are in Appetite, and 
(as I find by Sir Lionell Cranfield,) not unprepared; 
And that the Licences; The one, that of 30000 Cloathes 
which was the old Licence ; The other, that of my 
Lord of Cumberlands, which is, without ſtint, (my 
Lord of Cumberland receiving Satisfaction ;) be com- 
pounded, into one entire Licence, without ſtint ; And 
then, that they, amongſt themſelves, take order, for. 
that profit, which hath been offered to your Majeſty. 
This is a plain, and known way, wherein your Ma- 
jeſty, is not an Actor; onely it hath this, that the 
Work, of Dyig , and Dreſſing, Cloathes, which hath 
been fo much. glorified, ſeemerh to be wholly relin- 
quiſhed, if you leave there. The ſecond is, that there 
be a free Trade, of Cloath, with this Difference; That 
the Dyed, and Dreſſed, pay no Cuſtom, and the 

Whites Double Cuſtom, it being a Merchandize prohibi- 

ted, and onely. licentiate. This continueth in life, 
and fame, the Work deſired, and will have a popular 
Applauſe. But I do confeſs, I did ever think; that 
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Trading, in Companies, is moſt agreeable to the Eg. 
lifb Nature, which wanteth that ſame general Vein, of 
a Republick, which runneth in the Dutch; And ſerveth 
to them, inſtead of a Company. And therefore, I 
dare not adviſe, to adventure, this great Trade, of the 
Kingdom, (which hath been ſo long, under Govern- 
ment,) in a free, or looſe Trade. The Third is, a 
3 Compounded Way of both, which is; To go on, with 
3 the Trade of Whites, by the Old Company reſtored ; And 
4 that your Majeſty's Profit be raiſed, by Order amongſt 
Themſelves; Rather than by Double Cuſtom, wherein 
you muſt be the Actor: And that, nevertheleſs, there 
ze added a Privilege, to the ſame Company, to carry 
out Cloathes Dyed, and Preſſed, Cuſtom-free z Which 

will ſtill continue, as a glorious Beam of your Maje- 

ſty's Royal Deſign. I hope, and Wiſh, at leaſt, that 
this, which T have written, may be of ſome ufe, to 
your Majeſty, to ſettle, by the Advice, of the Lords 
abour you, this great Buſineſs. At the leaſt, it is the 
Effect, of my Care, and poor Ability, which, if in 
me be any, it is given me, to no other end, but faith- 
fully, to ſerve your Majeſty. God ever preſerve 
you. = „„ 
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To Sir George Villiers. 
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SIR, 
humbly pray you, not to think me over haſty, or 
much in Appetite, if I put you in remembrance, of 

- my motion of ſtrengthening me, with the Oath, Sp 

Tru, 
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Truſt, of a Privy Councellor; not for mine own 
ſtrength, (for as to that; I thank God, I am armed 
within, ) but for the ſtrength of my Service. The times, 
I ſubmit to you, who knoweth them beſt. But ſure I 
am, there were never times, which did more require, 
a King's Attorney, to be well armed, and (as I faid once 


to you, ) to wear a, Gauntlet, and not a Glove. The 


Arraiguments when they proceed; the Contention be- 
tween the Chancery and King's Bench ; The Great Cauſe 
of the Rege cone hich is ſo precious, to the King's 
Prerogative ; Divers other Services, that concern the 
King,s Revenue, and the repair of his Eſtate. Beſides, 
it pleaſeth his Majeſty, to accept well of my relations 
touching his Buſineſs ; which may ſeem a kind of In- 
terlopeing, (as the Merchants call it,) for one that is 
no Councellor. But I leave all unto you, thinking 
my ſelf infinitely bounden unto you, for your great 


favours: The beams whereof I ſee plainly, reflect up- 


on me, even from others: So that now, I have no 
greater ambition, than this; That, as the Ting, ſnew- 
eth himſelf to you, the beſt Maſter, ſo I mought be found 


your beſt Servant. In which Wiſh and Vow, I ſhall 
ever reſt, 1 


Moſt Devoted and Affectionate to 


27 Febr. 1615. 
Ne > obey hour Commands, 
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LEE. 
To His Majeſty. 


N may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, | 
A my laſt acceſs to your Majeſty, it was fit for 

me to confider the time, and your Journey, 
which maketh me now trouble your Majeſty with a 
remnant of that I thought then to have ſaid ; Beſides, 
your Old Warrant, and Commiſſion to me, to advertiſe 
your Majeſty, when you are aux: champs, of any thing 
that concern'd your Service, and my Place. I know 
your Majeſty is * Nunquam minus ſolus, quam cum ſolus ; * Never 
and I confeſs in regard of your great Judgment, (unto lfte alone, 
which nothing ought to be preſented, but well weigh- * 
ed,) I could almoſt wiſh, that the manner of Tiberius lone. 
were in uſe again, of whom Tacitus faith, + Mos erat it Cu. 
guamvis preſentem ſcripto adire ; much more in abſence. ſtom of 
I aid to your Majeſty, that which I do now repeat, ** fo, 
that the Evidence upon which my Lord of' Somerſet make 
ſtandeth indicted, is of a good ſtrong thread, conſi- their Ap- 
dering, impoyſoning is the darkeſt of Offences ; but, 2!.ct19ns 
that the thread muſt be well ſpun, and woven toge- peror in 
ther: For your Majeſty knoweth, it is one thing to Writing. 
deal with a Fury of Middleſex and Londoners, and ano- 
ther to deal with the Peers; whoſe Objects, perhaps, 
will not be ſo much what is before them in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, (which I think is as odious to them as to 
the Vulgar,) but what may be hereafter. Beſides, 
there be two diſadvantages, we that ſhall give in Evi- 
dence ſhall meet with, ſomewhat conſiderable; the 
one, that the ſame things, often open'd, loſe their 
freſhneſs, except there be an aſperſion of ſomewhat 
that is new; the other is, the Expectation raiſed. 
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we may have the help of his C 


which makes things ſeem leſs than they are, becauſe 
they are leſs than Opinion. Therefore I were not 


your Attorney, nor my ſelf, if I ſhould not be very 


careful, that in this laſt part, which is the Pinacle of 
your former Juſtice, all things may paſs * Sine offendi- 
culo, fine ſcrupulo. Hereupon I did move two things, 
which (having now more fully explain'd my ſelf) I do 
in all humbleneſs renew. Firſt, That your. Majefty 


will be careful to chuſe a Steward of Judgement, that 


may be able to moderate the Evidence, and cut off Ni- 


greſlions; for I may interrupt but I. cannot, ſilence; 
The other that there may be ſpecial care taken, for the 


ordering the Evidence, nor only for the Knitting, but 


for the Liſt, and (to uſe your Majeſty's own words) 


the confining of it. This to do, if your Majeſty 


vouchſafe to direct it your (elf, that is the beſt ; if not, 
I humbly pray you to require my Lord Chancellor, that 

he, together with my Tord Chief Fuſtice, will confer _ 
with my ſelf, and my fellows, that ſhall be uſed for 
the Marſhalling and e of the Evidence; that 


of my Lord Chief Juſtice, whoſe 
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inion, as well as that 
reat Travels as 1 
much commend : yet that ſame Plerophoria, or over 
confidence doth always ſubject things to a great deal of 

There is another buſineſs proper for me to crave of 
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but upon juſt occaſion, thus thirſty to hear of your 
Majeſty's good health, I reſt. 


22 Jan. 161 5. B 
LXII. 
To His Majeſty. 


Tt may pleaſe your | moſt Excellent Maj efty, | 


| HE laſt day, when it pleaſed your Majeſl „ to 


expreſs your {elf towards me, far above that I 


can deſerve, or could expect; I was ſurprized, by the 


= 


Prince's coming in: I moſt humbly pray your. Majeſty 


to accept theſe few Lines of Acknowledgment. I ne- 
ver had great thought for my ſelf, further than to 
maintain thoſe great thoughts, which I confeſs, I have 
for your Service. I know, what Honour is ; and I 


know, what the times are : But, I thank God, with me, 


my Service is the principal;and it is far from me,under 


Honourable pretences, to cover baſe deſires; which 1 


account then to be, when men refer too much to 
themſelves, eſpecially ſerving ſuch a King. I am afraid 


of nothing, but that the Maſter of the. Horſe, your 
Excellent Servant, and I ſhall fall out, who ſhall hold 


your Stirrop beſt. But were you mounted and ſeated 
without difficulties, and diſtaſtes, in your Buſineſs, as 


I defire and hope to ſee you; I ſhould. ex animo, deſire 


to ſpend the decline of my years, in my Studies : 
Wherein alſo I ſhould not forger, to do him Honour, 
who, beſides his active and Politick Virtues, is the 

beſt Pen of Kings, much more, the beſt ſubject of a 


Pen. God ever preſerve your Majeſty. 
1 Apr. 1616. | 


more Obliged Servant, 
| Fr. Bacon. 
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Thought it convenient to give his Majeſty an Ac- 
count of that which his Majeſty gave me in charge 
in general, reſerving the Particulars for his coming; 


and 1 find it neceſſary to know his Pleaſure in ſome 
things, e er I could farther procee. 


My Lord Chancellor, and my Self, ſpent J. burſday and 


Yeſterday, the whole Forenoons of both days, in the 


Examination of Sir Robert Cotton, whom we find hi- 
therto but empty, fave onely in the great Point of the 
* 5 


s Examination was taken before his Majeſty's 


# 


Warrant came to Mr. Vice Chamberlain, for communi- 
cating unto us the Secrets of the Penſions: Which 


Warrant I received Yeſterday morning. being Friday, 


and a meeting was appointed at my Lord Chancellor's, 


in the Evening, after Council: Upon which Confer- 


ence, we find matter of farther Examination for Sir 
Robert Cotton, of ſome new Articles, whereupon to 
Examine Somerſet, and of entring into Examination of 
Sir William Mounſon. Oo oo 00 
- * Wherefore, firſt for $ omerſet, being; now ready to 
proceed to Examine him, we ſtay onely upon the Duke 
of Lenox, who it ſeemeth is fallen Sick, and keepeth 
in; without whom, we neither think it Warranted by 
his Majeſty's Direction, nor agreeable to his intention, 


that we ſhould proceed; For that will want, which 
| ſhould ſweeten the Cup N of Medicine 5 he bein His 


N | 5 
Country-man and Friend. Herein then we humbly 
NG crave 
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crave his Majeſty's Direction, with all convenient 
ſpeed, „ we ſhall expect the Duke's recovery, 


or proceed by our ſelves; or that his Majeſty will. 


think of ſome other Perſon (qualified according to his 
Majeſty's Juſt Intention,) to be joyned with us. I re- 


member we had ſpeech with his Majeſty of my Lord 
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Hay, and I, for my part, can think of no other, ex- 


cept it ſhould be my Lord Chancellor of Scotland, far my 


Lord Binning may be thought too near Allied. 
I am farther to know his Majeſty's Pleaſure concern- 


ing the day; for my Lord Chancellor, and I conceived 
his Majeſty to have deſigned the Monday and Tueſday 
aſter St. George's Feaſt; and nevertheleſs we conceived 
"alſo, that his Majeſty underſtood that the Examinations 
of Somerſet about this, and otherwiſe touching the 
Spaniſh Practices, ſhould firſt be put to a point; which 
Vil not be poſſible, as time cometh on, by reaſon of 
the accident of the Duke's Sickneſs, and the cauſe we 
find of Sir William Mounſon's Examination, and that di- 


vers of the Peers are to be ſent for, lm remote 


Places. 


It may Pleaſe his Majeſty therefore,to take i into con-- 


ſideration, whether the days. may not well be put off 
till Wenſday and Thurſday after the Term, which endeth.. 
on the Monday, being the Wenſday and Thurſday befote:; 


Whitſontide; or, if that pleaſe not his Majeſty, (in re- 
ſpect it may be his Majeſty will be then in Town, where 


Now for Sir Wiliaw 1 


as theſe Arraignments have been {till in his Majeſty s. 
abſence from Town,) then to take Monday and Tueſday 
after Trinity Sunday, being the Monday and Tueſday be- 

fore Trinity Term. 


hit he . Majeſty 8 


Pleaſure that my Lord: Chancelor and Iſhall proceed to 
the Examination of him; (for that of the Duke of Lenox 


Somer- 


= differs,” in chat there: is not the like cauſe as in that of 


* Accord- 
ing to the 
Laws of 
Good 
Conſci- 


ence, 


 Whereupon we agreed upon a reexamination of my 
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Somerſet,) then his Majeſty may be pleaſed to direct 
his Commandment and Warrant to my Lord Chief 7 
ſtice, to deliver unto me the Examination he took © - 
Sir William Mounſon, that thoſe Joyned to the Infor- 


mation which we have received from Mr. Vice Cham- 


berlain, may be full inſtructions unto us for his Exami - 


nation. Farther, I pray let his Majeſty know, that on. 


Thurſday in the Evening, my Lord Chief Fuſtice and my 
{elf attended my Lord Chancellor at his Houſe, for the 
ſettling that Scruple which his Majeſty moſt Juſtly 
conceived in the Examination of the Lady Somerſet ; at 


which time, reſting on his Majeſty's Opinion, that that 


Evidence, as it ſtandeth now uncleared, muſt * Secun. 
dum leges ſang conſcientie be laid aſide; The queſtion 


was, whether we ſhould leave it out, or try what a re- 


examination of my Lady Somerſet would produce? 


Lady Somerſet, which my Lord Chief Juſtice and I have 
appointed for Monday Morning. I was bold at that 
Meeting to put my Lord Chief Juſtice a poſing Queſti- 
on; which was, Whether that Opinion which his Bre- 


thren had given upon the whole Evidence, and he had 


reported to his Majeſty ; viz. That it was good Evi- 


dence, in their Opinions, to Convict my Lord of So- 
merſet, was not Grounded upon this part of the Evi- 
dence now to be omitted, as well as upon the reſt. Who 


anſwered poſitively, No; and they never ſaw the Ex- 
poſition of the Letter, but the Letter only. 


The ſame Thurſday Evening, before we enter'd in- 
to this laſt matter, and in the preſence of Mr. Secreta- 
ry Winwood ( who left us when we went to the former 
buſineſs, ) we had Conference concerning the Frauds, 


and abufive Grants paſſed to the prejudice of His Ma- 


jeſty's State of Revenue; where my Lord Chief Ju- 
ice made ſome Relation of his Collections which he 


had 
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had made of that kind; of which I will only ſay this, 
that!] heard nothing that was New to me, and I found 
my Lord Chancellor in divers Particulars, more ready 
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than I found him. We grew to a Diſtribution both of 


Times and of Matters, for we agreed what to begin 
with preſently, and what ſhould follow, and alſo we 
had Conſideration what was to be holpen by Law, 

what by Equity, and what by Parliament, Wherein I 
muſt confeſs, that in the laſt of theſe ( of which m 
Lord Chief Juſtice made moſt Account) I make mol 
Doubt. But the Concluſion was, That upon this En- 
trance, I ſhould adviſe and confer at large with my 
Lord Chief Juſtice, and (et things i in Work. The par- 
ticulars I refer till His Majeſty's coming. 

The learned Council have attended me twice at my 


Chamber, to confer upon that which his Majeſty gave 


us in Commandment, for our Opinion upon the Caſe 
ſet down by my Lord Chancellor, whether the Statutes 


extend to it or no, Wherein we are more and more 


edifyed and confirmed, that they do not; and ſhall 


ſhortly ſend our Report to his Majeſty. 

Sir 1 hope you will bear me Witneſs, I have not 
been Idle; but all is nothing to the Duty I owe his 
Majeſty, for his ſingular Favours paſt and daten, ſup- 
plying all with Love and Prayers I reſt, 


Apr. 13. Tour true Friend and devoted 
1616. | Se ervant. 


Fra. Bacon. 
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-- by. 
To Sir George Villiers. 


SIR, . 
Received from you a Letter of very brief and clear 
Directions, and I think it a great Bleſſing of God 
upon me and my Labours, that my Directions come 
by ſo clear a Conduit, as they receive no Tincture in 
the Paſſage. 5 
Veſterday my Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Lenox, 
and my Self, ſpent the whole Afternoon at the Tow- 
er, in the Examination of Somerſet, upon the Articles z 
fent from his Majeſty, and ſome other Additionals, | 
which were in Effect contained in the former, but ex- £ 
tended to more particularity , by Occaſion of ſome- 
what diſcovered by Cotton s Examination, and Mr. Vice. 
Chamberlain s Information. 0 
He is full of Proteſtations, and would fain keep 
that quarter towards Spain clear; uſing but this for Ar- 
gument, That he had ſuch Fortunes from his Majeſty, 
as he could not think of bettering his Conditions from 
Spain, becauſe (as he ſaid) he was no military Man. 9 
He cometh nothing ſo far on (for that which concern- F 
eth the Treaty) as Cotton which doth much aggravate 4 
Suſpicion againſt him. The farther Particulars I re- i 
ſerve to his Majeſty's Gang „„ 
As it In the end, fanguam Obiter, but very effectually, 
hat vw my Lord Chancellor put him in mind of the State he 
ce . ſtood in for the Impriſonment ; but he was little mo- 
ved with it, and pretended careleſneſs of life, ſince 
Ignominy had made him unfit for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, I am of Opinion, that the fair uſage of him, 
as 
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as it was fit for the Spaviſh Examinations, and for the | 
Queſtions touching the Papers and Diſpatches, and all 
| 

| 


—— — 


that; ſo it was no good Preparative, to make him 
deſcend into himſelf touching his preſent danger: And 
therefore my Lord Chancellor and my Self, thought 
not good to inſiſt upon it at this time. | | 
I have received from my Lord Chief Juſtice, the Ex- 
amination of Sir William Mounſon; with whom we 
mean to proceed to farther Examination with all ſpeed. 
My Lord Chief Juſtice is altered touching the Re- 
examination of the Lady, and deſired me that we might 
ſtay till he ſpake with his Majeſty, ſaying it could be 
no caſting back to the Buſineſs which I did approve. 
1 My Self with the reſt of my Fellows, upon due and 
= mature Advice, perfected our Report touching the 
$ Chancery; for the receiving whereof, I pray you put 
his Majeſty in mind, at his coming, to appoint ſome 
time for us to wait upon him all together, for the De- 
_ in of the ſame, as we did in our former Certi- 
cate. 
For the Revenue matters, I reſerve them to his Ma- 
jeſty's coming; and in the mean time, I doubt not 
but Mr. Secretary Winwood will make ſome kind of 
4 Report:thereof- to His Majeſty.  . _ 
2 For the Concluſion of your Letter concerning my 
; own Comfort, I can but ſay the Pſalm of Quid retrilu. hat 
am 2 God that giveth me Favour in his Majeſty's Eyes, ſhall i ren- 
will ſtrengthen me in his Majeſty's Service. I ever *! 


reſt 
April 18. Tour true and devoted 


1616. Servant. 
Fra. Bacon. 
Q To 
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Jo requite your Peſtſeript of Excuſe for ſeriblin g, 1 
pray you excuſe that the Paper is not gilt, I writing 
from br ee where we are not ſo ſine. | 
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LXVI. 


A Letter to the KIN G, with His 2 
| 05% er vations upon it. 


tr may pleaſe your moſt Kecellont Majeſty, 


Our Majeſty hath put me upon a Work of Provi- 
, in this great Cauſe, which is to break and 
diſtinguiſh future Events into preſent Caſes; and fo to 
— them to your Royal Judgement, that in this 
Action which hath been carried with ſo great Pru- 
dence; Juſtice; and Clemency ; there may be, ( for 
that which remaineth „) as little Surprize as is poſſible; 
But that things duly foreſeen may have their Reme- 
dies and Directions in readineſs; wherein I cannot for- 
ger what the Poet Martial ſaith ; 0 quantum eſt ſubitis 
cafibus ingenium! ſignifying, that Accident is many 
times more ſubtil than Foreſight, and over-reacheth 
Expectation; and beſides, I know very well the mean- 
nels of my own Judgement, in comprehending or fore- 
caſting! what may follow. 


It was your Majeſty s Pleaſure alſo, that I ſhould 
couple the Suppoſition with my Opinion i in every of 
them, which is a harder Task; but yet your Majeſty's 
Commandment requireth my Obedience, and your 

FTruſt giveth me 0 DELL: ; 
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I will put the In this Caſe, it ſeemeth your 

; Caſe, which I wiſh ; Majeſty will have a new Conſult. 

* that Somerſet ſnould the Points whereof will be (1) 

make a clear Con- Whether your Majeſty will ſtay 
feſſion of his Offen- the 7ryal, and ſo fave them both 
ces, before he be from the Stage, and that pub- 
produced to Tryal. lick Ignominy. Or (2.) Whe- 
Rex. 7 /ay with ther you will (or may fitly by 
Apollo, f Medio tu- Law) have the Tryal proceed, The mid- 
tiùs itur, F it may and ſtay or reprieve the Juage- dle way is 
ſtand with Law; and ment, which ſaveth the Lands — 
if it cannot, when from Forfeiture, and the Blood 

ſhall hear that he from Corruption. Or ( 3.) Whe- 

confeſſeth, I am to ther you will have both 7ryal 

male Choice of the and Judgement proceed and ſave 

firſt or the laſt. the Blood only, not from cor- 
2 00 | rupting, but from ſpilling. _ 


- Theſe be the Depths of your Majeſty's Mercy which 
I may not enter into; but for Honour and Reputation 


they have theſe grounds. 
10 15 That the Blood of Overbury is 
already revenged by divers Exe- 
That Confeſſion and Penitency 
are the Footſtools of Mercy, ad- 
ding this Circumſtance likewiſe, 
that the former Offenders did 
= none of them make a clear Con- 


V 
That the great Downfall of 
ſo great, Perſons, carrieth in it 


Felt, a heayy Judgement and 4 
kind of a civil Death, although 
their Lives ſhould not be taken. 


Q 2 Al 


Point thereof. 


pu Rex. This Article 
cannot be mended in 
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All which may ſatisfie Honour for ſparing their Lives. . 
But if your Majeſty's Mercy ſhould extend to the firſt 
Degree, which is the higheſt of ſparing rhe Stage and 
the Tryal; then three things are to be conſidered. 


Firſt, That they make ſuch a 
Submiſſion or Deprecation as 


they proſtrate themſelves, and all 


that they have, at your Majeſty's 
Feet, imploring your Mercy. 
Secondly; That your Majeſty, 
in your own Wiſdom, do advife 
what Courſe you will take, for 
the utter extinguiſhing of all 
hopes of reſuſcitating of their 
Fortunes and Favour; whereof if 


there ſhould be the leaſt Conceit, 


it will leave in Men a great deal 
of Envy and Diſcontent. 

And /aftly; whether your Ma- 
jeſty will not ſuffer it to be 
thought abroad, that there is a 


Cauſe of farther Examination of 


Somerſet, concerning matters of 
Eſtate, after he ſhall begin once 
to be a Confeſſant, and ſo make 


as well a Politick Ground as a 
groundof Clemency for farther ſtay. 


And for the ſecond Degree of Proceeding to Tryal, 
and ſtaying Judgement, I muſt better Inform my ſelf, 
by Prefidents and adviſe with my Lord Chancellor. 


* 
» * 
+4 2 4 „ A "4 . In . 
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'The Second Caſe 


is, if tha t fall out 8 


which is likeſt (as 


things ſtand and 


which we expect) 
which is, that the 


Lady confeſs : And 


that Somerſet him- 
{elf plead not guil- 
ty, and be found 
guilty. 


Rex. If ſtay of a 
her, upon her Penitency, and 
free Confeſſion, and will be much 
more upon his finding guilty ; 
becauſe the Malice on his part 
will be thought the deeper Source- 
of the Offence; ſo there will be 
ground for Mercy, on his part 


Judgement can ſtand 
with the Law, I 
could even wiſh it 
in this Caſe: In all 
the reſt the Article 
cannot be mended. 


In this Caſe firſt, J ſuppoſe 
your Majeſty will not think of 


any ſtay of Judgement, but that 

the publick Proceſs of Juſtice 

P 3 
Secondly, For your Mercy to 


be extended to both, for Pardon 
of their Execution, I have part · 
ly touched in the Conſiderations 


applyed to the former Caſe; 
whereunto may be added, that 
as there is ground of Mercy for 


upon the nature of the Proof, and 
becauſe it reſts chiefly upon Pre- 


ſumptions. For certainly, there 
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may be an Evidence ſo balanced, 


as it may have ſufficient matter 
ſor the Conſcience of the Peers 
to convict him, and yet leave 
ſufficient matter in the Conſci- 


ence. of a, King upon the ſame 
becauſe the Peers are aſtringed 


eondemn; but Grace is free. 


And for my part, I think the 
Evidence in this preſent Caſe 


T, bird: 


will be of {ach a Nature. 


Evidence, to pardon his Life; 


by Neceſſity, either to acquit or 
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okekr I Pe 
er is wel to be fore- 
25 leſt he upon the 
art commit un- 
able Errors, 
17 Jon the dither 
part ſeem to puniſh - 
him in the Spirit of 
Revenge. 


77 


The third Caſe is, 
if be ſhould ſtand 
Mute, and will not 


there hath. deen 


ſome Secret . 
tion. © 


BY « Thirlly ; 


plead,whereof your 
Heſty knoweth, 


4 * and Memoire N 


wp” 


mall be my lee 
d to olerate the manner of 
| -irging him, as it might make 
him not odious beyond the Ex- 
tem of Mercy. N 


Laſth; all theſe point of ofMet- 
cy an Favour, are to be under- 
ſtood with this Limitation, if he 
do not by his Contemptuous, and 
Inſolent Carriage at the Barr, 
make himſelf uncapable and un- 
worthy | of — 


In this Caſe, I ſhould think fir, 
that, as in Publick, both my ſelf, 
and chiefly my Lord Chancellor 
(ſitting then as Lord Steward of 
England) ſhould dehort and de- 

ter "Kin from that Deſperation ; 
ſo nevertheleſs, that as much 
ſhould be done for him, as was 
done for Weſton, which was to 
- adjourn the Court for ſome days, 
upon a Chriſtian Ground, that 
* may Have time to turn from 


> Rex +his Article" that mind of deſtroying himſelf; 
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The fourth Caſe th 
is that, which T 
ſhould be very ſor- 


ry it ſhould hap- 


pen; but it is a fu- 5 


ture Contingent; 
that is if the Peers 


ſhould acquit him 


and find him not 
8 
Rex. This is ſo al- 

K n es 


For as it hath been never ſeen, 
(as I conceive it) that there 
ſhould be any rejecting of the 
Verdict, or any reſpiting of the 


Judgment of the Acquittal, ſo on 


the other ſide, this Caſe requireth, 
that becauſe there be many high 
and heinous Offences, { though 
not Capital ) for which he may 
be queſtioned in the Star Cham- 


ber, or otherwiſe, that there be 


ſome touch of that in general, at 
the Concluſion, by my Lord Stews 


ard of England, And therefore- 
he be remanded to the Tower, as 


cloſe Priſoner. 


For matter of Examination, or other Proceedings; 
my Lord Chancellor, with my Advice hath ſet down, 
To morrow, being Monday, for the Re- examination 


* 0 


of the Lady. 


& 


| Wedneſday next, for the meeting of the judges, 
concerning the Evidence. Ws 


In this Caſe the Lord Steward 
muſt be provided what to do. 
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. Tharſday, for the Examination of Somerſet himſelf, 
according to your Majeſty's Inſtructions. 

Which three parts, when they ſhall be performed, I 
will give your Majeſty Advertiſement with ſpeed, and 
in the mean time be glad to receive from your Majeſty 
( whom it is my part to inform truly) ſuch Directi- 
ons, or ſignifications of your, Pleaſure, as this Adver- 
tiſement may induce, and that with ſpeed, becauſe the 


time cometh on: Well remembring who is the Perſon, 


whom 
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whom your Majeſty admitted to this Secret; I have 
ſent this Letter open unto him, that ie may take your 
Majeſty's times to report it, or ſhew it unto you; aſſu- 
ring my ſelf that nothing is more firm than his Truſt, 
tyed to your Majeſty's Commandments. a 


April 28. Tour Majeſty's, moſt humble and moſt. 
1616. bounden Subject and Servant. 
Fr. Bacon. 
LXVII. 

To Sir George Villiers. 

VT 1 -have received my Letter from his Majeſty, with 
his Marginal Notes, which ſhall be my Directions, 
being glad to perceive I underſtand his Majeſty ſo well. 
That ſame little Charm, - which may be ſecretly infaſed 
into Somerſet's Ear ſome few hours before his Tryal, 
was excellently- well thought of by. his'Majeſty, and I 
do approve it, both for matter and time ; only if it 
ſeem good to his Majeſty, I would wiſh it a little en- 
larged: For if it be no more than to ſpare his Blood, 
| hi tend a kind of proud humor, which may over-work 
the Medicine. Therefore I could wiſh it were made a 
little ſtronger, by giving him ſome hopes that his Ma- 
jeſty will be good to his Lady, and Child; and that 
time (when Juſtice, and his Majeſty's Honour, is once 
ſaved and ſatisfied) may produce farther Fruit of his 
Majeſty's Compaſſion: which was to be ſeen in the Ex- 
ample of Southampton, whom his Majeſty, after At- 
tainder, reſtored; and Cobham and Gray, to whom his 
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Majeſty notwithſtanding they were - Offenders againſt 
his own Perſon) yet he ſpared their Lives; and for 
Gray, his Majeſty gave him back ſome part of his E- 
tate, and was upon Point to deliver him much more: 
He having been ſo highly in his Majeſty's Favour, may 
hope well, if he hurt not himſelf by his publick Miſ- 
demeanour. wn | | 
For the Perſon that ſhould deliver this Meſſage, I 
am not ſo well ſeen in the Region of his Friends, as 
to be able to make Choice of a Particular; my Lord 
Treaſurer, the Lord NMuollys, or any of his neareſt 
Friends, ſhould not be truſted with it; for they may 
go too far, and perhaps, work contrary to his Maje- 
ſty's Ends. Thoſe which occur to me, are my Lord 
Hay, my Lord Burleigh, (of England, I mean) and 
Sir Robert Carre. 1 
My Lady Somerſet hath been re-examined, and his 
Majeſty is found, both a true Prophet, and a molt juſt 
King, in that Scruple he made: For now She expound- 
eth the Word He, that ſhould ſend the Tarts to Elway's 
Wife, to be of Overbury, and not of Somerſet ; But 
for the Perſon that ſhould bid her, ſhe faith, it was 
Northampton, or Weſton, not pitching upon certainty, 
which giveth ſome Advantage to the Evidence. 
Yeſterday being Wedneſday, I ſpent four or five 
Hours with the Judges, whom his Majeſty deſign'd to 
rake Conſideration with the four Judges of the Kings 
Bench, of the Evidence againſt Somerſet, They all 
concur in Opinion, that the queſtioning, and draw- 
ing him on to Tryal, is moſt honourable and juſt, and 


that the Evidence is fair and good. | 
His Majeſty's Letter to the Fudges concerning the 
Commendams was full of Magnanimity and Wiſdom. 
I perceive his Majeſty is never leſs alone, than when 
he is alone; for I am ſure: _ was no body by him 
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to inform him, which made me admire it the more. 


The Fagzes have given à Day over, till the ſecond 
Satterday of the next Term; ſo as that matter may 
endure farther Conſideration, for his Majeſty not only 
not to loſe Ground, but to win Groun ce. 
- To morrow is appointed for the Examination of Se- 
merſet, which by ſome Infirmity of the Duke of Lenox, 
was put off from this day. When this is done, I will 
write more fully, ever reſting, CR OTOL 


May 2. 1616, Tour true and devoted Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. 
xv 
To Sir George Villiers. 
878, 


nough from Opinion, that the Redinte- 
ation or Reſuſcitation of Somerſet's Fortune can 
ever ſtand with his Majeſty's Honour and Safety ; and 
therein I think I expreſt my ſelf fully to his Majeſty in 
one of my former Letters; and I know well any ex- 


the Glim — ig of that which the King hath done 
— way of talk to him, cannot hurt as I con- 
ceive; but I would not have that part of the Meſſage 
as from the King, but added by the Meſſenger, as from 
himſelf. This I remit to his Majeſty's Princely Judge- 
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For the Perſon, though he truſt the Lieutenant well 
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pectation or thought abroad will do much hurt. But 


yet it muſt be ſome new Man; For in theſe Caſes, that 
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Point of Law for reſpiting the 5 
not fully adviſed with my Lord CE 
it, but I will advertiſe it in time. 3 3757, 
I T'ſend his Majeſty the Lord Steward's' Commiſſion in 
two ſeveral Inſtruments, _ one to remain with wy 
PRIN . - - KR 2 Lor 


of Sir FRAN CIS BAcoN. 


which is ordinary worketh not ſo great Impreſſions as 
that which is new and extraordinary, 
The time I with to be the 7ze/day, being the Even of 


his Ladys Arraignment. For as his Majeſty firſt con- 


ceived, I would not have it ſtay in his Stomack too 
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long, leſt it ſowre in the digeſtion; and to be too near 


the time, may be thought to tune him for. that day. 


II ſend here withall the ſubſtance of that which I 
purpoſe to ſay nakedly, and only in that part which is 


of Tenderneſs; for that I conceive was his Majeſty's 


meanigg. n 

It will be neceſſary, becauſe I have diſtributed parts 
to the two Serjeants, (as that Paper doth expreſs,) 
and they underſtand nothing of his Majeſty's plea» 
ſure of the manner of Carrying the Evidence, more 


than they may gueſs by Obſervation of my Example, 


(which they may aſcribe as much to my nature, as to 
direQion ;) Therefore that his Majeſty would be plea- 
ſed to write ſome few words to us all, Signed with his 
own hand, that the matter it ſelf being Tragzcal enough, 
bitterneſs and inſulting be forborn; and that we re- 
member our part, to be to make him Delzuquent to the 


Peers, and not odiou to the People. That part of the 
Evidence of the Lady's Expoſition of the Pronoun (he) 


which was firſt caught hold of by me, and afterwards 
by his Majeſty's ſingular Wiſdom and Conſcience, ex. 
cepted to, and now is by her reexamination retract- 
ed, I have given order to Serjeant Montague, (within 
whoſe part it falleth) to =_ it out of the Evidence. 
I do yet crave pardon, if I do not certifie touching the 
ement, for I have 
ancellor concerning 
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Lord Chancellor, which is that which is written in Se- 
cretary hand for his Warrant, and is to paſs the Sig- 
net; the other, that whereunto the Great Seal is to be 
affixed, which is in Chancery-hand, his Majeſty is to 
Sign them both, and to tranſmit the former to the 


Signet, if the Secretaries either of them be there, and 


both of them to be returned to me with all ſpeed, 1 
ever reſt, FLY Ive 5 >. . 185 18 174 \ x * 542 rt 


May 5. 1616. Tour true and devoted Servant, 
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May it pleaſe your Majefly, © 


E have done our beſt. Endeavours to perform 
VV your Majeſty's Commiſſion, both in matter 
and manner, for the Examination of my Lord Somer- 
ſet; wherein that which paſſed (for the General) was 
to this effect; That he was to know his own Caſe, for 
that his day of Tryal could not be far off; but that this 
days work was that which would conduce to your Ma- 
jelly s Juſtice little or nothing, but to your mercy 
much, if he did lay hold upon it; and therefore, 
might do him good, but could do him no hurt; 


For as; for your Juſtice, there had been great and 


grave Opinion, not only of ſuch Judges, as he may 
think violent, but of the moſt ſaddeſt and moſt tempe- 
rate of the Kingdom, who, ought. to underſtand the 
ſtate of the Prooſs, that the Evidence was full to con- 
vict him, ſo as there needeth neither Confeſſion, nor 

| ſupply 


i 
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ſupply of Examination. But for your Majeſty's' mercy 
(although he were not to expect we ſhould make 
any promiſe) we did aſſure him, that your Majeſty 
was Compaſſionate of him, if he gave you ſome ground 
whereon to work; that as long as he ſtood upon his 
Innocency, and Tryal, your Majeſty was tyed in ho- 
nour to proceed according to Juſtice ; and that he little 
underſtood (being a Cloſe Priſoner) how much the ex. 
pectat ion of the World, beſides your love to Fuſtice it 


ſelf ingaged your Majeſly, whatſoever your Inclinati- 


ons were: But nevertheleſs, that a frank and clear 
Confeſſion might open the Gate of Mercy, and help to 
ſatisfie the Point of Honour. | 
That his Lady (as he knew, and that after many 
Oaths and Imprecations to the contrary ) had never- 
theleſs in the end, been touched with remorſe, con. 
feſſed that ſhe that led him to Offend, might lead him 
likewiſe to repent of his Offence, That the Confeſſi- 
on of one of them could not fitly do either of them 
much good, but the Confeſſion of both of them might 
work ſome farther effect towards both. And there- 
fore, in concluſion, we wiſhd him not to ſhut the Gate 
of your Majeſty's mercy againſt himſelf, by being 
obdurate any longer. This was the effect of that 
which was ſpoken, part by one of us, part by ano- 
ther, as it fell out, adding farther that he might well 
diſcern who ſpake in us, in the courſe we held ; for 
that Commiſſioners for Examination might not preſume- 
ſo far of themſelves. „ FOO ETD] 
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Not to trouble your Majeſty with Circumſtances of 


his Anſwers, the ſequell was no other, but that we 
found him ſtill, not to come any degree farther on to 
confeſs; onely his Behaviour was very ſober; and 
modeſt and mild, ( differing apparently from other 
of COLL Mit? ien een, FIORHT & D] tines) 
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> but yet, as it ſeem'd, refolvd to have his 
- Then did we proceed to examine him upon divers 
Queſtions, touching the Impoyſonwent , which indeed 
were very material, and ſupplemental to the former 
Evidence; wherein either his Affirmatives gave ſome 
light, or his Negatives do greatly falfifie him, in that 
which is apparently proved. 

We made this farther Obſervation, that when we 
asked him ſome queſtion that did touch the Prince, or 
ſome Foreign Practice, (which we did very ſparingly at 
this time) yet he grew a little ſtir d, but in the queſti- 
ons of the Impoyſonment very cold and modeſt. Thus 
not thinking it neceſſary to trouble your Majeſty with 
any farther Particulars, we end with Prayer to God, 
ever to preſerve your Majeſty. 


Tour Majeſty's moſt Logal and Faithful Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. 


Poſiſcript. If it ſeem good unto your Majeſty we 
think it not amiſs ſome Preacher, (well choſen) had 
Acceſs to my Lord of Somerſet, for his preparing and 
Comfort, although it be before his 7ryal. 


LXX. 5 
To the Lord Chief Juſtice Coke. 


My very Good Lord, 


Hough it be true, that who conſidereth the Wind 
and the Rain, ſhall neither ſow nor reap ; yet 
there is a ſeaſon for every Action, and ſo there is a 

| | | time 


} 


Of Sir FRAN CIS Bacon. 


time to ſpeak, and a time to keep ſilence. There is a 
time when the words of a poor ſimple man may profit ; 
and that poor man m the Preacher, which delivered 


the City by his Wiſdom, found that without this Op- 


portunity, the ower both of Wiſdom. and Eloquence 
loſe but- their labour, and cannot charm the deaf Ad- 
der. God therefore, before his Son that bringeth mer- 
cy, {ent his Servant the Trumpeter of Repentance to 
level every high Hill ; to prepare the way before him, 
making it ſmooth and ſtreight : And as it is in Spiri- 


tual things, where Chriſt never comes before his way» 
maker hath laid even the heart with forrow and repen- 


tance ; (ſince ſelf.conceited and proud Perſons think 
themſelves too.good and too wiſe to learn of their In- 


feriours, and therefore need not the Phyſician ;) ſo in 


the rules of carthly wiſdom , it is not poſſible for Na- 


2 


ture to attain any Mediocrity of Perfection, before ſhe 


be humbled by knowing her ſelf, and her own ignor- 


ance. Not only knowledge, but alſo every other Giſt 
(which we call the Gifts of Fortune) have power to 


puff up Earth: Afflictions only level thoſe Mole-hilfs 


of Pride; Plough the Heart, and make it fit for Wiſ⸗ 


dom to ſow her ſeed, and for Grace to bring forth her 
increaſe. Happy is that man therefore, both in regard 
of Heavenly and Earthly wiſdom, that is thus wound- 
ed to be cured ; thus broken to be made ſtraight ; thus 
made acquainted with his own Imperfections, that he 
may be perfeaed. 1 
Suppoſing this to be the time of your affliction, that 


which I have propounded to my ſelf is, by taking this 


ſeaſonable advantage, like a true Friend (though far 


unworthy to be counted ſo) to ſhew you, your true 
ſhape in a Glaſs, and that not in a falſe one, to flatter 
you, nor yet in one that ſhould: make you ſeem worſe 
than you are, and ſo offend you; but in one * 
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by the reflection of your own words and actions; From 
whoſe light proceeds the voice of the People, which is 
often not unfitly called the voice of God. But there- 


in (ſince I have purpoſed a truth) I muſt intreat liber- 


ty to be plain, a liberty that at this time I know not 
whether or no, I may uſe ſafely, I am ſure at other 
times I could not; yet of this reſolve your (elf; it pro- 
ceedeth from love, and a true deſire to do you good; 
that you knowing the General Opinion may not alto- 


gether neglect or contemn it, but mend what you find 


amiſs in your ſelf, and retain what your Judgment 
ſhall approve; for to this end ſhall truth be delivered 


as naked as if your ſelf were to be Anatomized by the 


hand of Opinion. All men can ſee their own profit, 
That part of the Wallet hangs before. A true Friend 
(whoſe worthy Office I would perform, ſince ] fear, 
both your ſelf, and all Great Men, want ſuch, being 
themſelves true Friends to few or none) is firſt to 


Yhew the other, and which is from your Eyes. 


- Firſt, Therefore, behold your Errors; In diſcourſe 
you delight to ſpeak too much, not to hear other men ; 
this, ſome ſay, becomes a Pleader not a Judge; For by 


this ſometimes your Affections are intangled with a 


love of your own Arguments, though they be the 


weaker, and rejecting of thoſe, which when your Af. 


fections were ſetled, your own Judgement would al. 
low for ſtrongeſt. Thus while you ſpeak in your own 
Element, the Law, no man ordinarily equals you ; but 
when you wander (as you often delight to do) you 
wander indeed, and give never ſuch ſatisfaction as the 
curious time requires. This is not cauſed by any natu- 
ral defect, but firſt for want of Election, when you ha- 


ving a large and fruitful mind, ſhould not ſo much la- 


bour what to ſpeak, as to find what to leave anſpoken : 
Rich Soils are often to be weeded. | | | 


| Secondly, 
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© Secondly, You cloy your TD when you would 
be obſerved ; Speech muſt be either ſweet or ſhort. 
Thirdly, You converſe with Books, not Men, and 
Books ſpecially humane, and have no excellent choice 
with Men, who are the beſt Books. For a man of Acti- 
on and Employment you ſeldom converſe with, and 
then but with your Underlings ; not freely, but as a 
School. maſter with his Scholars, ever to teach, never to 
learn; But if ſometimes you would in your Familiar 
Diſcourſe, hear others and make Election of ſuch as 
know what they ſpeak; you ſhould know many of 
theſe Tales you tell, to be but ordinary; and many 
other things, which you delight to repeat, and ſerve 
in for Novelties, to be but ſtale; As in your Pleadings, 


you were wont to inſult over mzſery, and to inveigh 


bitterly at the Perſons (which bred you many Enemies, 
whoſe Poyſon yet ſwelleth, and the effects now ap» 
pear;) ſo are you ſtill wont to be a little careleſs in 
this Point, to praiſe, or difgrace, upon ſlight Grounds, 
and that ſometimes untruely ; ſo that your Reproofs 
or Commendations, are, for the moſt part, neglected 
and contemned ; When the Cenſare of a Fudge (coming 
ſlow, but ſure) ſhould be a Brand to the Guilty, or a 
Crown to the Vertuous. You will jeſt at any man in 
Publick without reſpect of the Perſons Dignity, or 
your on: This diſgraceth your Gravity, more than 
it can advance the Opinion of your Wit; and fo do 
all Actions which we ſee, you do directly with a touch 
of 'vain Glory, having no reſpect to the true end. You 
make the Law to lean too much to your Opinion, 
whereby you ſhew your ſelf to be a Legal Tyrant, ſtri- 
king with that weapon where you pleaſe; ſince you 
are able to turn the edge any way. For thus the wiſe 
Maſter of the Law gives warning to young Students, 
that they ſhould be wary, 7 while they hope to be 


inſtru. 
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inſtructed by your integrity and knowledge, they 
ſhould be deceived with your skill armed with Autho- 
rity. Your too much love of the World is too much 
ſeen, 'when having the living of a thouſand you relieve 
few or none: The hand that has taken ſo much, can 
it give ſo little? Herein you ſhew no Bowels of Com- 
paſſion, as if you thought all too little for your ſelf ; 
or that God had given you all that you, have (if 
you think Wealth to be his Gift, I mean that you get 
well, for I know ſure, the reſt is not) onely to that 
end you ſhould ſtill gather more, and never be ſatisfied; 
but try how much you would gather, to accompt for 
all at the Great and General Audit-day. We defire 
you to amend this, and let your poor Tenants in 
Norfolk find ſome Comfort, where nothing of your 
Eſtate is ſpent towards their relief, but brought up hi- 
ther, to the Impoveriſhing of your Country. 

In your laſt, which might have been your beſt piece 
of Service to the State, affectioned to follow that old 
rule, which giveth Juſtice Leaden Heels, and Iron 
Hand; you uſed too many delays till the Delinquents 
Hands were looſed, and yours bound: In that work 
you ſeemed another Fabius; Where the humour of 
Marcellus would have done better: What need you have 
ſought” more Evidences than enough? while you pre- 
tended the finding out of more (miſſing your aim) you 
diſcredited what you had found. This beſt Judgements 
think; though you never uſed ſuch Speeches as are Fa- 


thered upon you; yet you might well have done it, 


and but rightly ; For this Crime was ſecond to none, 
but the Powder- Plot: That would have blown up all 
at one blow, a merciful cruelty; This would have done 
the ſame by degrees, a lingring, but a ſure way; One 


might by one be called out, till all oppoſers had been 


removed. 


51. 3 5 Beſides, 
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Beſides, that other Plot was Scandalous to Rome, 
making Popery Odious in the fight of the whole 
World; This hath been Scandalous to the whole Go. 

el; and ſince the firſt Nullity to this inſtant, when 
Juſtice hath her hands bound, the Devil could not have 
invented a more miſchievous practice, to our State and 
Church, than this hath been, is, and is like to be. God 
avert the Evil. | 

But herein you committed another fault; That as 
you were too open in your Proceedings, and ſo taught 
them whereby to defend themſelves ; ſo you gave them 
time to undermine Juſtice, and to work upon all Ad- 
vantages, both of Affections and Honour, and Oppor- 
tunity, and Breach of Friendſhip; which they have ſo 
well followed, ſparing neither Pains nor Coſts, that it 


D 
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almoſt ſeemeth an higher offence in you to have done 


ſo much indeed, than that you have done no more; 
you ſtopt the Confeſſions and Accuſations of ſome 
who perhaps, had they been ſuffered, would have ſpo- 
ken enough to have removed ſome ſtumbling Blocks 
out of your way; and that you did not this in the fa- 
vour of any one, but of I know not what preſent 
unadviſed humours, ſuppoſing enough behind to diſ- 
cover all ; which fell not out ſo. Howſoever, as the 
Apoſtle faith in another Caſe, you went not rightly to the 
truth; and therefore though you were to be commend- 
ed for what you did; yet you were to be reprehend- 
ed for many Circumſtances in the doing ; and doubt- 
leſs God hath an eye in this Croſs, to your negligence ; 
and the Briers are left to be-pricks' in your ſides, and 
thorns in your eyes. But that which we commend you 
for, are thoſe Excellent Parts in Nature, and Knowledge 
in the Law, which you are endued withall ; but theſe 
are onely good in their good uſe. Wherefore we thank 
you heartily for ſtanding ſtoutly in the Common- 

| | S 2 wealth's 
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wealth's behalf; hoping it proceedeth not from a diſ- 
poſition to oppoſe Greatneſs; (as your Enemies ſay) 
but to do juſtice, and deliver truth indifferently, with- 
out reſpect of Perſons; and in this, we pray for your 
proſperity, and are ſorry that your good actions ſhould 
not always ſucceed happily. But in the carriage of 
this you were faulty, for you took it in hand in an evil 
time, both in reſpect of the preſent BufneſS which is 
interrupted, and in regard of his preſent Sictueß whom 
it concerned, whereby you diſunited your ſtrength, 
and made a Gap for the Enemies to paſs out at, and to 
return and aſſault you. | It 

But now ſince the Caſe ſo ſtandeth, we defire you 
to give way to power, and ſo to fight that you be not 
utterly broken, but reſerved intirely to ſerve the Com- 
monwealth again, and do what good you can, ſince 
you cannot do all the good you would, and ſince you 
are fallen upon this Rock, caſt out the Goods to ſave 
the Bottom: Stop the Leaks and make towards Land; 
Learn of the Steward, to make Friends of the unrigh- 
teous Mammon. Thoſe Spaniards in Mexico who were 
chaſed of the Indians, tell us what to do with our 
Goods in our Extremity, they being to paſs over a Ri- 
ver in their Flight, as many as caſt away their Gold, 
ſwam over ſafe ; but ſome more covetous, keeping 


their Gold, were drowned with it, or over-taken and 


ſlain by the Savages: You have received, now learn 
to give. The Beaver learns us this Leſſon, who being 
hunted for his Stones bites them off ; You cannot but 

have much of your Eſtate (pardon my plainneſs) ill 
got; think how much of that you never ſpake for, how 
much by ſpeaking injuſtly or in unjuſt Cauſes. Account 
it then a bleſſing of God, if thus it may be laid out for 
your good, and not left. for your heir, to haſten the 
waſting of much of the reſt, perhaps of all: For ſo 
| =. we 


* 8 a 4, ”- * 
SSS „ Eos” aa 
*. r Renne 
* 2 n n r 8 


of Sir FRANCIS Bacon. 


we ſee God oftentimes proceeds in Judgement with 
many haſty Gatherers ; You have enough to ſpare, be- 


ing well laid to turn the Tide, and fetch all things a- 
gain. But if you eſcape, I ſuppoſe it worthy of an (If) 


ſince you know the old uſe, that none called in Queſt. 
on muſt go away Uncenſured. Yet conſider that Acca- 


fations make Wounds , and leave Scars, and though 
you ſee the Toyle behind your back, your (elf free, and 


the Covert before, yet remember there are Stands ; 
Truſt not a reconciled Enemy ; but think the peace is 
but to ſecure for farther advantage, or expect a ſecond 


and a third Encounter; the Main Battle; the Wings 


are yet unbroken, they may Charge you at an inſtant, 
or death before them; Walk therefore Circumſpectly, 


and if at length by means of our good Endeavours, and 
yours, you recover the favour that you have loſt; give 


God the Glory in action, not in words only; and re- 
member us with ſenſe of your paſt misfortune, whoſe 
Eſtate hath, and may hereaſter lye in the power of 
your breath. 

There is a great mercy in Diſpatch, Delays are Tor- 
tures, wherewith by degrees we are rent out of our 
Eſtates (a); do not you (if you be reſtored) as ſome 
others do fly from the ſervice of Vertue to ſerve the 
time, as if they repented their Goodneſs, or meant 
not to make a ſecond Hazard in God's Houſe; but ra- 
ther let this Croſs make you zealous in God's Cauſe, 
ſenſible in ours, and more ſenſible in all; which ex- 
preſs thus, You have been a great Enemy to Papiſts, if 
you love God, be ſo ſtill, but more indeed than here- 


(a) My Lord Bacon obſerves in his Eſſays that the Scripture ſaith, There 
be that turn Judgement into Wormwood ; and faith he, Surely there be 


alſo that turn it into Vinegar 4 For Injuſtice maketh it bitter, and Delays- 


make it lowre,.. 


"39 


tofore; for much of your zeal was heretofore waſted 
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in words, call to remembrance that they were the per- 


ſons that Propheſied of that Croſs of yours long before 


it happened ; they ſaw the Storm coming, being the 
principal Contrivers and furtherers of the Plot, the 


Men that blew the Coals, heat the Iron, and made all 
things ready, they owe you a good Turn, and will if 
they can pay it you ; You ſee their hearts by their 
deeds, prove then your Faith ſo too: The beſt good 
work you can do, is to do the beſt you can againſt 


them, that is to ſee the Law ſeverely, juſtly and dili- 


gently executed. 
And now we 0 you, my Lord, be ſenſible 


both of the Stroak, and "ho that triketh; learn of 


David to leave Shimei, and call upon God, he hath 
{ome great work to do, and he prepareth you for it ; 
He would never have you faint, nor yet bear this Croſs 
with a Stoical reſolution ; There is a Chriſtian Medio- 
crity, worthy of your Greatneſs. I muſt be plain, per- 
haps raſh; had ſome Nees which you had taken 


at Sermons been written in your heart to practiſe ; this 


work had been done long ago, without the Envy of 


your Enemies; but when we will not mind our ſelves, 
God (if we belong to him) takes us in hand, and be- 
cauſe he ſeeth that we have unbridled. Stomacks, there- 


fore he ſends outward Cxoſſes, which, while they 
cauſe us to mourn, do comfort us, being. aſſured 
Teſtimonies of his love that ſends them. To humble 
our ſelves therefore before God, is the part of a Chri- 


Rtian ; but for the World and our D the Coun- 
ſcl-of the Poet is apt, 


Tu ne cede malis, ſed contra audentior ito, 


But thou, ſecure of Soul, unbent with Woes. 5 
The more thy Fortune frowns, the more oppoſe. 

Dry. Virg. Lib. 6. 

The 
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The laſt part of this Council you forget; yet none 


Armed againſt Caſualties, you may ſtand firm againit 
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puft up with Proſperity, is moſt weak, and apt to be 


is ſtrong enough to make an Able Man ſtagger, ſtri- 
king terrible Blows ; But true Chriſtian Wiſdom gives 
us Armour of Proof, againſt all Aſſaulte, and teacheth 


ſtrike us; Though an hours continuance countervails 
an Age of Proſperity ; Though She caſt in our Diſh all 


Wiſdome ; by the Example of David, who ſaid, Be- 


chief Purgers of Grief; Indeed naturally they do af- 


beſt Phyſitian; the Means he hath Ordained are the Ad- 


Although your Lordſhip be ſcant, yet I kope you are 


need be aſhamed to make uſe of it, that fo being 


the Aſſaults on the right Hand, and on the left. - For 
this is certain, the Mind that is moſt prone to be 
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dejected with the leaſt Puff of Adverfity. Indeed She 


us in all Eſtates to be content; for though She cauſe our 
trueſt Friends, to declare themſelves our Enemies; 
Though She give heart then, to the moſt cowardly to 


that ever we have done; Yet hath She no Power to 


q hurt the humble and wiſe, but only to break ſuch as 
2 too much Proſperity hath made ſtiffe in their own 
4 Thoughts, but weak indeed ; and fitted for renewing. 
f When the Wiſe rather gather from thence Profit and 


1 fore I was chaſtiſed I went aſtray, Now then he that: 
knoweth the right way, will look better to his Footing. 
Cardai faith, That Weeping, Faſting and Sighing, are the 


ſwage Sorrow); But God in this Caſe, is the only and 


vice of Friends, the Amendment of our ſelves; for 
Amendment is both Phyſitian and Cure. For Friends, 


not altogether deſtitute; If you do but look upon good - 
Books, they are true Friends, that will neither flatter. 


nor diſſemble; be you but true to your Self, applying 
what they teach unto the Party grieved, and you thall 


need 
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need no other Comfort nor Council. To them, and 
to God's holy Spirit, directing you in the reading of 
them, I commend your Lordſbip; beſeeching him to 


ſend you a good Iſſue out of theſe Troubles, and from 
henceforth to work a Reformation in all that is amiſs, 
and a reſolute Perſeverance, Proceeding and Growth, 
in all that is good, and that for his Glory, the better- 
ing of your Self, this Church, and Commonwealth; 


whoſe Faithful Servant whilſt you remain, 
I remain, 


a Faithful Servant 
to you. 


— 


Fra. Bacon 
„ 
To Sir George Villiers. 


F 


HE Time is, as I ſhould think, now, or never, 

6 for his Majeſty, to finiſh his good meaning to- 

wards me; If it pleaſe him to conſider, what is paſt, 
and what is to come. oh nee <7 

If I would tender my Profit, and oblige Men unto 

me, by my Place and Practice, I could have more Pro- 


fit than I could deviſe ; And could oblige all the World, 


and offend none ; which is a brave Condition, for a 
Man's private. But my Heart, is not, on theſe things. 
Yet on the other ſide, I would be ſorry, that worthleſs 
Perſons, ſhould make a Note, that I get nothing, but 
Pains and Enemies ; and a little popular * 
which 
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which followeth me, whether I will or no. If any 
thing be to be done for your ſelf, I ſhould take infinite 
Contentment; That my Honour, might wait upon 
yours : But I would be loath, it ſhould wait upon any 
Man's elſe. If you would put your Strength, to this 
Buſineſs, it is done; and that done, many things more 
will begin. God keep you ever. Ireſt 


May 30. Tour true and devoted 
* Servant. 


Fra. Bacon. 


LXXII. 
To the KING. 


May it pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
am not ſwift to deliver any thing to your Majeſty, 
before it be well weighed. But now that I have In- 

formed my Self of as much as is neceſſary, touching 
this Proceeding of the Judges, to the Argument of the 
Commendams ( notwithſtanding your Majeſty's Pleaſure 
ſignified by me, upon your Majeſty's Commandment ; 
in Preſence of my Lord Chancellor and the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter to the contrary, ) I do think it fit to adver- 
riſe your Majeſty what hath paſſed ; the rather becauſe 
I ſuppoſe the Judges, ſince they perform'd not your 
Commandment, have at leaſt given your Majeſty their 
Reaſons of failing therein ; I being to anſwer for the 
doing your Majeſty's Commandments, and they for 
the not doing. BH 

I did conceive, that in a Cauſe that concerned your 
Majeſty and your Royal Power, the Judges hens 

| T ear 
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heard your Attorney General argue the Saturday before, 
would of themſelves have taken farther time to be ad- 
viſed. 87) UNS, '2 N 
And (if I fail not in memory) my Lord Coke recei- 
ved ſrom your Majeſty's ſelf, as I take it, a precedent 
Commandment, in Hilary Term; that both in the 
Rege inconſulto, and in the Commendams, your Attorney 
ſhould be heard to ſpeak, and then ſtay to be made of 
farther Proceedings, till my Lord had ſpoken with 
your Majeſty. e 
Nevertheleſs, hearing that the Day appointed for the 
Judges Argument held, contrary to my Expectation, 
I ſent on Thurſday in the Evening ( having received 
your Majeſty's Commandment but the Day before, in 
the Afternoon) a Letter to my Lord Coke, whereb 
I let him know, that upon ſome Report of my Lord of 
Wincheſter, (who by your Commandment was pre- 
ſent at my Argument of that which paſſed; ) it was 
your Majeſty's expreſs Pleaſure, that no further Pro- 
ceedings ſhould be, until you had conferr'd with your 
Judges; which vour Majeſty thought to have done at 
your being now laſt in Town; but by Reaſon of your 
many and weighty Occaſions, your Princely Times 
would not ſerve ; and that it was your pleaſure he 
ſhould ſigniſie ſo much to the reſt of the Judges, where-. 
of his Lordſhip might not fail. His Anſwer by Word 
to. my Man was, that it were good the reſt of the 
Judges underſtood fo much from my ſelf, whereupon 
I (that cannot s kill of Scruples in matter of Service 
did write, on Friday three ſeveral Letters of like Con- 
tent, to the Judges of the Common Pleas, and the Ba- 
rous of the Exchequer, and the other three Judges of 
the Aings Bench, mentioning in that laſt, my particu- 
lar Letter to my Lord Chzef Fuſtice, e. 


This 


of Sir. FRANCIS Bacox. 


This was all I did, and thought all had been ſure, 
in ſo much as the ſame Day being appointed in Chan- 
cery for your Majeſty's great Cauſe, ( followed by my 
Lord Hunſden * ) I writ two other Letters to both 
Chief Fuſtices, to put them in mind of aſſiſting my 
Lord Chancellor at the Hearing. And when my Lord 
Chancellor himſelf took ſome Notice upon that Occa- 
ſion openly in the Chancery, that the Commendams could 
not hold, preſently after, I heard the Judges were gone 
about the Commendams ; which I thought at firſt, had 
been only to adjourn the Court. But I heard after, 
that they proceeded to Argument. 


In this their doing, I conceive they muſt either ex- 
cept to the Nature of the Commandment, or to the 
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This Cafe 
is report- 
ed by my 
Lord Ho- 

bart.p.109. 


Credence thereof; both which, I aſſure my ſelf, your 


Majeſty will maintain. | 

For if they ſhould ſtand upon the general Ground, 
* nulli negabimus, null: differemus Juſtitiam, it receiveth 
two Anſwers. The one; That reaſonable and mature 
Advice may not be confounded, with delay ; and that 
they can well alledge when it pleaſeth them. The 
other is that there is a great Ditterence between a Caſe 
meerly between Subject and Subject, and where the 
King's Intereſt is in Queſtion directly or by Conſe- 
quence. As for the Attorney's Place and Commiſſion, it 


is as proper for him to ſigniſie the X7ng's Pleaſure to the 


Judges; as for the Secretary to ſignifie the ſame to the 
Privy Council; and ſo it hath ever been. 


Theſe things were a little ſtrange, if there came not 


ſo many of them together, as the one maketh the 
other ſeem leſs ſtrange : But your Majeſty hath fair 


Occaſions to remedy all, with ſmall Aid; I fay no more 
for the preſent. 


* We will 
not deny, 
or delay 
doing Ju- 
ſtice to 
any Per- 


ſon. Magn, 


Charts. 


T 2 4 
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I vas a little plain with my Lord Cote in theſe Mat. 
ters; and hen his Anſwer was, that he knew all theſe 


things, I faid he could never * too much, in know- 
ing himſelf, wo his Duty. | 
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I ſeemeth this Tear, of the I ih, &f his « Majeſty's 
Reign, being a Year of a ugh of Majority in his 
Government, is conſecrate to Juſtice, (a) Which as 
his Majeſty hath performed to his Subjects in this late 
memorable Occaſion, ſo he is now to render and per- 


form to himſelf, his Crown and Poſterity. 


That his Council ſhall perceive by that which his 
Majeſty ſhall now communicate with them, that the 
Maſs of his Buſineſs is continually prepared in his own 


Royal Care and Cogitations, howſoever he produceth 


the” ſame to Light, and to act per Opera dierum. (.) 


(4 ) By the Laws, ſeveral Apes are aſſigned to perſons for ſeveral 

ſes. And by the Common Law, the fourteenth Year is indeed a 

kin of Majority, and accounted an Age of Diſcretion. At that time 

the Man may agree or diſagree to a Precedent Marriage. The Heir in So- 

cage may reject the Guardian appointed by Law, and chuſe a new one. 
And the Woman at that Age ſhall be out of Ward, GG. 


) Per Opera Dierum. By the Work of Dohr, alluding to the ſolemn 


| MN Foo A mighty God was pleaſed to obſerve in the creating of he 


World. In, this Paragraph Sir Francis Bacon inſinuates, what he expreſ] 


- declares in his Eſayt. That in all e, of Difficulty, a Man muſt 


FRI __y drip 1 77 5 


3 


Of Sir Fxancis Bacon. 


That his Majeſty ſhall make unto them now a De- 
clarative of two great Cauſes, | whereof; he doubteth 
not they have heard by. Glympſes ; the one concern- 
ing his high Court of Chancery, the other concerning 
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the Church and Prelacy; but both of them deeply touch- 


ing his Prerogative and Sovereignty, and the Flowers 
of his Crown. | | 
That about the end of Hillary Term laſt, there came 
to his Majeſty's Ears, only by common Voice and Re- 
port, not without great Rumour and Wonder, that 
there was ſomewhat done in the Kings Bench the laſt 
Day of that Term, whereby his Chancery ſhould be 
pulled down, and be brought in Queſtion for Premu- 
nire being the moſt heinous Offence aſter Treaſon, and 
Felony, and Miſpriſion of Treaſon : and that the time 
ſhould be, when the Chancellor lay at the Point of 
za. EEE ĩͤ K es oe 
That his Majeſty was ſo far from hearing of this by 
any Complaint from his Chancellor (who then had 
given over worldly Thoughts) that he wrote Letters 
of Comfort ro him upon this Accident, before he 
heard from him; and for his Attorney, his Majeſty 
challenged him for not advertiſing him of thar, of 
which it was proper for his Majeſty to be informed 
from him. RE 7 
That his Majeſty being ſenſible of this ſo great No- 
velty and Perturbation in his Courts of Juſtice; never- 
theleſs uſed this Method and Moderation, That before 
he would examine this great Affront and Diſgrace of- 
fered to his Chancery and Chancellor, he would firſt in- 
form himſelf whether the Chancery or Chancellor were 
in Fault; and whether the former Preſidents of Chan- 
cer did warrant the eee there after Judgment 
paſſed at Common Lay (which was the thing in Que- 
ſtion ) and thereupon his Majeſty called his learned 
ISLES | | Coun- 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
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Councii to him and Commanded them to examine 
the Preſidents of Chancery, and to certiſie what they 


themſelves, 


found; which they did, and by their Certificate it 


a ppeareth, that the Preſidents of that kind, were 
many, and preciſe. in the Point, and conſtant, and in 


good times, and allowed many times by the Fudges 


That after this; his Majeſty received from the Lord 


-Chancellor a Caſe, whereby the Queſtion was clearly 


ſet down and contained within the proper Bounds 


of the preſent Doubt, being Whether upon apparent 


Matter of Equity, which the Judges of the Law by their 


Place and Oath cannot meddle with or releive, (if a Judg- 


ment be once paſſed at Common Law) the Subject ſhall pe- 
riſh, or that the Chancery ſhall relieve him, aud whe. 
ther there be any Statute of Premunire or other, to re- 
ſtrain this Power in the Chancellor; which Caſe upon 
the Requeſt of the Lord Chancellor his Majeſty likewiſe 
referred to his Learned Council, (and the Princes At. 
torney Mr. Walter was joined with them) who upon 
great Advice and View of the Original Records them 
ſelves, certified the Chancery was not reſtrained by any 
Statute in that Caſe. | 

That his Majeſty again required his learned Council 


to call the Clerks of the Kings Bench to them, and to 


receive from them any Preſidents of IJndictments in the 
Kings Bench againſt the Chancery for proceeding in the 


like Cafe, who produced only two Preſidents, being 


but Indictments offered or found, upon which there 
was no other Proceeding, and the Clerks ſaid they had 
uſed Diligence and could find no more, 9 
That his Majeſty after he had received this Satisſa- 


ction that there was ground, for that the Chancery had 


done; and that the Chancery was not in fault ; he 
thought then it was time to queſtion the Miſdemeanour 
| | and 


aps, 
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and Contempt, in ſeandalizing and diſhonouring his 
Juſtice in that high Court of Chancery, in fo odious a 


Manner: and commanded his Attorney General with 


the Advice of the reſt of his learned Council, to proſe- 
cute the Offenders in the Star- Chamber which is done; 
and ſome of them are fled, and others ſtand out, and 
will not anſwer. | 
That there reſteth only one part more, towards his 
Majeſty's compleat Information in this Cauſe ; which- 
is to examine that which was done in open Court the 


ſaid laſt Day of Hillary Term, and whether the Judges 


of the King's Bench did commit any Exceſs of Autho- 
rity; or did animate the Offenders otherwiſe, than ac- 


cording to their Duty and Place; which Enquiry, be- 


cauſe it concerneth the Judges of a Court (to keep Or- 


der and Decorum ) his Majeſty thinketh not ſo conve- 


nient to uſe his learned Council therein, but will com 
mit the ſame to ſome of the Council Table, and his 
learned Council to attend them. os 
This declared, or what elſe his Majeſty in his own: 
high Wiſdom ſhall think good: it will be fit time to- 
have the Certificate of the learned Council openly 
read, 3-268. 01 lee 
His Majeſty may, if he pleaſe, forbear to publiſh at: 
this time at the Table the Committees; but ſignifie his: 
Pleaſure to themſelves afterwards. | 
The Committees named by his Majeſty were the- 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Secretary Lake, the Chantellors 


af the Exchequer, and the Maſter of the Rolls. 


This Report is to be prefixed, to be given in by. 
Wedneſday at Night, that his Majeſty may communi- 
cate it with his Council, and take turther Order on; 
Thurſday thereupon, if his Majeſty be ſo pleaſed. 
At this Declaration, it is his Majeſty's Direction (to. 
the end things may appear to be the more evenly * 
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ried,) that neither my Lord Chancellor, nor my Chief 
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Juſtice be preſent. 
But then when his Majeſty entreth into the ſecond 
Declarative, my Lord Chancellor is to be called for : 


but my Lord Chief Fuftice not; becauſe it concerneth 
him. 


For the Second Declarative, that his Majeſty hath 


- 


Reaſon to be offended and grieved, in that which paſ- 


ſed touching the Commendams both in Matter and Man- 


ner; for the Matter, That his Majeſty's Religious Care 


of the Church and of the Prelacy, and namely of his 
Lords Spiritual the Biſhops, may well appear; firſt, in 
that he hath utterly expelled thoſe Sectaries or in- 
conformable Perſons that ſpurned at the Government. 
Secondly, That by a Statute made in the firſt Tear of 
his Reign, he hath preſerved their Livings from being 
waſted and delapidate by long Leaſes, and therein 
bound- himſelf and his Crown and Succeſſion : And 
laſtly, That they ſee two Biſhops privy Counſellors at 
the Table, which hath not been of late Years. 


That agrecably to this, his Majeſty's Care and good 


Affection, hearing that there was a Caſe of the Biſhop. 


of Lincolu's, wherein his Majeſty's ſupreme Power of 


Granting Commendams (which in reſpect of the Exility 
of Biſhopricks is ſometimes neceſſary ) was queſtion- 
ed to beoverthrown or weakened; he commanded his 
Attorney General, not only to have Care to maintain it 


according to his Place, but alſo that he ſhould relate to 
his Majeſty how things paſled ; and did alſo Command 


the Biſhop of Wincheſter to be preſent at the publick 
Argument of the Caſe ; and to report to his Majeſty 


the true State of that Queſtion, and how far it exten- 
ded. | 


This 
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This being accordingly done ; then upon Report of 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter in preſence of the Lord Chan- 
cellor; His Majeſty thought it neceſſary, That before 
the Judges proceeded to declare their Opinion, they 
ſhould have Conference with his Majeſty to the end to 
ſettle ſome Courſe, that Juſtice might be done, and his 
Regal Power ( whereof his Crown had been ſo long 
veſted ) not touched nor diminiſhed. And thereupon 
commanded. his Attorney (who by his Place ought 
properly to ſignifie his Majeſty's Pleaſure to his 
Judges, as his Secretary doth to his Privy Council) 
in the Preſence of the Lord Chancellor and the 


Biſhop, to ſignifie his Pleaſure to the Judges, that 


becauſe his Majeſty thought it needful to conſult with 
them in that Caſe, before they proceeded to Judgment, 
and that his Majeſty's Buſineſs (as they all knew) was 
very great, and Midſummer Term ſo near at hand, and 
the Cauſe argued by his Attorney ſo lately, they ſhould 
put off the Day till they might adviſe with his Majeſty 


at his next Coming to Town. That his Majeſty's At. 


torney ſignified ſo much by his Letters (the next Day 


aſter he, had received his Commandment) to all the 
Judges, and that in no imperious manner, but alledg- 


ing the Circumſtances aforeſaid, that the Caſe was 

lately Argued ; his Majeſty's Buſineſs great ; another 

Tuan MA. G5 Ne 153790 oarhr ds 
Now followeth the, Manner that was held in this, 


which his Majeſty conceiveth was not only indiſcreet, 


but preſumptuous and-contemptuous. 


For frft, they diſobeyed this his Majeſty's Com- 


mandment, and proceeded to publick Argument not- 


withſtanding the ſame; and thought it enough to cer- 


tifie only their Mind to his Majeſty. 
Secondly, in a general Letter under all their Hands 
(howſoever it may be upon divided Opinion) they 


alledge 
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alledge upto his Majeſty their Qath ; and that his Ma- 
jeſty's Commandment ( for the Arzorney's Letter, was 
but the Caſe that it was wrapped in) was againſt Law: 
As if Maturity and a deliberate Proceeding were a 
Delay, or that Commandment of Stay in reſpect of ſo 
high a Queſtion of State, and Prerogative, were like 
a Commandment gotten by Importunity, or in Favour 
JJC... ini wa hs. 
Thirdly, above all, it is to be noted and juſtly doubt- 
ed, that upon the contrary in this that they have done, 
they have broken their Oath; For their ' Oath is to 
counſel the: King when they ſhall be called ; and if 
when the King calleth them to Council, they will do 
the Deed. firit, and give him Council after, this is 
more than a ſimple Refuſal. © 
. Laſtly, it is no new Thing upon divers particular 
Occaſions, of a far higher Nature, than the Conſult- 


ing with their Sovereign about a Cauſe of great Mo- 


ment, to put off Days, and yet no Breach of Oath. 
And there was another fair Paſſage well known to my 
Lord Coke, that he might have uſed if it had pleaſed 
him'; for that yvery Day was appointed for the King's 
great Caule in the Chancery, both for my Lord Hobart 
and him ; which Cauſe ought to have had Precedence a- 
fore any private Cauſe, asthey would have this ſeem to be. 

To this Letter his Majeſty made a moſt Princely 
and prudent Anſwer, which I leave to it ſelf, 

Upon this Declaration his Majeſty will be pleaſed to 
have the Judges Letter and his own Letter read. 

Then his Majeſty ( for his part as I conceive) will be 
pleaſed to askthe Advice of his Council as well for the 
Stay. of the new Day which is Saturday next, as for 
the Cenſure and Reproof of the Contempt paſſed ; for 
though the Judges are a Reverend Body; yet they are 
(as all Subjects are) Corrigible. 


To 
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LXXIV. 
To Sir George Villiers. 


.8$ 1K, 


HE Ting giveth me a noble Choice; and you 
are the Man, my Heart ever told me, you were. 
Ambition would draw me, to the latter part of the 
Choice; but in reſpect of my hearty Wiſhes, that my 
Lord Chancellor may live long; and the ſmall hopes I 
have, that I ſhall live long my Self; And above all, 
| becauſe I ſee his Majeſty's Service, daily and inftantly, 
bleedeth; towards which, I perſwade my ſelf, (vainly 
perhaps, but yet in mine own Thoughts, firmly and 
conſtantly ) that I.ſhall give, when I am of the Table, 
ſome effectual Furtherance, as a poor Fhred of the 
Labyrinth, which hath no other Virtue, but an united 
Continuance, without Interruption or Diſtrction;) I 
do accept of the former, to be Counſellor for the pre- 
ſent, and to give over Pleading at Barr; let the other 
Matter reſt upon my Proof, and his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
and the Accidents of Time. For to ſpeak plainly, I 
would be loath, that my Lord Chancellor, to whom 1 
owe molt after the King, and your Self, ſhould be lock- 
ed to his Succeſſor, for any Advancement, or gracein 
of me. Sol ever remain, =E 


June 3. 1616. Tour true and moſt Devoted 
and Moſt Obliged Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. 
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LXXV. 
To Sir George Villiers. 


SIR, 


1 Send his Majeſty a Draught, of the Ad of Council, 
concerning the Judges Letter; penned as near as I 
could to his Majeſty's Inſtructions received in your 
Preſence. I then told his Majeſty, my Memory was 
not able, to keep way with his; and therefore his Ma- 
jeſty will pardon me for any Omiſſions, or Errours ; and 
be pleaſed, to ſupply, and reform the ſame. I am pre- 

aring , ſome other Materials, for his Majeſty's excel- 
ent Hand, concerning Buſineſs that is coming on. 
For ſince his Majeſty, hath renewed my Heart within 
me, methinks, I ſhould double my Endeavours. God 
ever preſerve and proſper you; I reſt, 


June 12+ Tour moſt devoted and 
1616. bounden Servant, 


Fr. Bo 
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of Sir FRAN CIS Bacon. 
LXXVI. 
Touching the Commendams. 
At Whitehall the Sixth of June, Anno 1616. 
Preſent the KIN G's MAJESTY. 
Lord Archbiſhop of Cant. Lord Wotton. 


Lord Chancellor. Lord Stanhop. 
Lord Treaſurer. Lord Fenton. 
Lord Privy Seal. Ar. Vice-Chamberlain. 
Lord Chamberlain. Mr. Secretary Winwood. 
| Duke of Lenox, Mr. Secretary Lake, 
Lord Zouche. Mr. Chancellor of the Excheq;. 
Biſhop of Winton. Maſter of the Rolls. 


Lor Knolly j 


18 Majeſty having this day given Order for 
Meeting of the Council, and that all the Fudges 

being Twelve in Number) ſhould be ſent for to be 
preſent, when the Lords were fat, and the Judges 
ready attending; His Majeſty came himſelf in Perſon: 
to Council, and opened to them the Cauſe of that Aſ- 
ſembly ; which was that he had called them together 
concerning a Queſtion that had Relation to no private 
Perſon, but concerned God and the Hing, the power of 
this Crown, and the State of his Church, whereof he 
was Protector; and that there was no fitter place to 


It is very clear, that this is the A# of Council referred to in the prece- 
ding Letter, and drawn up by Sir Fr. Bacon, which being written in a fair 
manner, I accidentally bought, and have corrected ſeveral Errors therein. 
If any remain, as I believe the Reader will think there doth ; it is be- 
cauſe I had no opportunity to peruſe the Council:Books. 


handle 
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handle it, than at the Heads of his Council. Table: 
"That there had been a Queſtion pleaded and argued 
concerning Commendams ; The proceedings wherein 


had either been miſreported or mishandled ; for his 
| Majeſty a year ſince had receiv'd Advertiſements con- 


cerning the Cauſe in two Entrances, by ſome that In- 
trenched into his Prerogative Royal, in the General 
Power of Granting Commendams ; and by others, that 
the Doubt reſted onely upon a ſpecial nature of a 
Commendam, ſuch as in reſpect of the Incongruity and 
exorbitant form thereof might be queſtioned without 
impeaching or weakening the General Power of all. 

Whereupon his Majeſty willing to know the true 
ſtate thereof, commanded the Lord Biſhop of Minche- 
ſter, and Mr. Secretary Winwood to be preſent at the 
next Argument, and to report the ſtate of the Queſti- 
on and proceeding to his Majeſty. But Mr. Secretary 
Winwood being abſent by Occaſion, the Lord of Min. 
cheſter onely was preſent, and made Information to his 
Majeſty of the Particulars thereof, which his Majeſty 
Commanded him to report to the Board; Whereupon 
the Lord of Mincheſter ſtood up, and faid, That Ser- 
jeant Chiborne, who argued the Cauſe againſt the Com- 
mendams had maintained divers Pofitions and Aſſertions 
very prejudicial to his Majeſty's Prerogative Royal; 
as firſt, That the Tranſlation of Biſpops was againſt 
the Canon Law; and for Authority youched the Ca. 
nons of the Council of Sardis : That the Kin had” Hot 
power to Grant Commendams, but in caſe of Leceſſity, 
that there could be no Neceſſity becauſe. there 
could be no need, for Augmentation of Living * 
For no Man was bound to keep Hoſpitality 


Dr. Bilſon the Biſhop of Ninobeſter here named, was a very Learned and 
Eminent Man. He died upon the 18th of Fyne in the year 1616, and was 
ſucceeded by Dr. Montague. 5355 | pi 
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above his Means: Beſides many other parts of his Ar- 
gument tending to the 'overthrow of his Majeſty's 
Prerogative in caſe of Commendams. 


151 


The Lord of Mincheſter having made his Report, his 


Majeſty reſumed his former Narrative, letting the 


Lords know that after the Lord of Winton had made 


unto his Majeſty a Report of that which paſſed at the 


Argument of the Cauſe, like in ſubſtance unto that 


which now had been made ; his Majeſty apprehending 
the Matter to be of fo high a nature, Commanded his 
Attorney General to ſigniſie his Majeſty's pleafure unto 
the Lord Chief Faſtice ; That in regard of his Majeſty's 


moſt weighty Occaſions, and for that his Majeſty held 


it neceſſary upon the Lord of Winton's Report, that his. 
Majeſty be firſt conſulted with, before the Judges pro- 
ceed to argue it; therefore the day appointed for the 
Judges Argument, ſhould be put off till tliey might 


openly read as followeth, in hæc verba. 


„ is the King's exprefs Pleaſure, that becauſe his 
0 Majeſty's time would not ſerve to have Confer- 


ſpeak with his Majeſty, and this Letter of his Maje- 
ſty's Attorney, was by his Majeſty's Commandment, 


e ence with your Lordſhip and his Judges touching the 


o 


A 


Cauſe of Commendams, at his laſt being in Town ; 
in regard of his Majeſty's other moſt weighty Oc- 
caſions; and for that his Majeſty holdeth it neceſſa- 
e ry, upon the Report which my Lord of Wixcheſter, 
* (who was preſent at the laſt Arguments by his Ma- 
« jeſty's Royal Commandment) made to his Majeſty, 
that his Majeſty be firſt conſulted with, ere there 
be any further proceedings by Arguments by any of 


1 


A «a 


<. the Judges, or otherwiſe ; Therefore that the day 


appointed for the further proceedings by ne 
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e of the Judges in that caſe be put off till his Maje- 
4 ſty's further Pleaſure be known, upon conſulting 


„With him. And to that end that your Lordſhip 


< forthwith ſignifie his Commandment to the reſt of 


the Judges, whereof your Lordſhip may not fail: And 


* ſo ] leave your Lordſhip to God's Goodneſs. 


This Thurſday at After. Tour Loving Friend to Command, 
noon the 25th -f ; : 


April, 1616. 
1 a Fr. Bacon. 


That upon this Letter received, the Lord Chief Ju- 


ſtice returned word to his Majeſty's ſaid Attorney by 


his Servant: That it was fit the reſt of his Brethren 
ſhould underſtand his Majeſty's Pleaſure immediately 
by Letters from his ſaid Attorney to the Judges of the 
ſeveral Benches, and accordingly it was done: Where- 
upon all the ſaid Judges aſſembled, and by their Letter 
under their Hands certified his Majeſty that they held 


thoſe Letters importing the ſignification aforeſaid to 


be contrary to Law, and ſuch as they could not yield 
to the ſame by their Oath ; and that thereupon they 
had proceeded at the day, and did now certifie his 
Majeſty thereof; which Letter of the Judges his Ma- 


jeſty alſo commanded to be pew'y read, the Tenor 
whereof followeth, in hæc verba. 


Moſt Dread and moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


2 JI may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty to be 


$ advertiſed, That this Letter here incloſed was 
delivered unto me your Chief Fuſtice on Thurſday laſt 
in the Afternoon, by a Servant of your Majeſty's 
Attorney General, and Letters of like effect were on 
the day following ſent from him by his Servant to 
us your Majeſly's Juſtices of every of the Courts at 


' Weſt. 
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Weſtminfter ; We are and ever will be ready with 
all faithful and true hearts, according to our boun- 
den Duties to ſerve and obey your Majeſty, and 
think our ſelves moſt happy to ſpend our Times and 


' Abilities to do your Majeſty true and faithful Ser- 


vice in this preſent Caſe mentioned in this Letter ; 
What Information hath been made unto you, where- 
upon Mr. Attorney doth Ground his Letter from the 
Report of the Bithop of Winton we know not; This 
we know that the true ſubſtance of the Cauſe ſum- 
marily is thus: It conſiſteth principally upon the 
Conſtruction of two Acts of Parliament, the one of 
the 25th year of King Edw. 3. and the other of the 
25th year of King Hen. 8. whereof your Majeſty's 
Judges upon their Oaths, and according to their 
beſt Knowledge and Learning are bound to deliver 
their true Underſtanding, Faithfully and Uprightly ; 
and the Caſe between two for private Intereſt and 
Inheritance earneſtly called on for Juſtice and Expe- 
dition. We hold it our duty to inform your Majeſty, 
That our Oath is in theſe expreſs words, That in 
Caſe any Letters come unto us contrary to Law, that we 
de nothing by ſuch Letters but certifie your Majeſty 
thereof, and go forth to do the Law, yotwithſtanding 
the ſame Letters; We have adviſedly conſidered of 
the ſaid Letter of Mr. Attorney, and with one conſent 
do hold the ſame to be contrary to Law, and ſuch 
as we could not yield to the ſame by our Oath, al- 
ſuredly perſwading our ſelves that your Majeſty be- 
ing truly informed, that it ſtandeth not with your 
Royal and Juſt Pleaſure to give way to'them. And 


therefore knowing your Majeſty's zeal to Juſtice, to 


be moſt renowned, therefore we have according to 
our Oaths and Duties at the very day prefixed the 
laſt term, proceeded and thereof certified your 

| * Majeſty, 
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* Majeſty, and ſhall ever pray to the Almighty for your 
«* Majeſty in all Honour, Health and Happineſs long 


4 to Reign over us. 


Serjeants· Inn. 25th Edv. Coke, Henry Hobarte, Laur. 
na Tanfield, Pet. Warburton, George 
Snigge, Ta. Altham, Ed. Brome- 

Lee, Jahn Croke, Humphry Winche, 


John Dodderidge, Auguſtine Nic- 
colls, Robert Houghton. 


His Majeſty. having Conſidered of this Letter, by his 
Princely Letters returned Anſwer, reporting himſelf 
to theirown Knowledge and. Experience what Princely 
care he hath ever had, ſince his coming to the Crown, 
to have Juſtice duly Adminiſtred to his Subjects, 
with all poſſible Expedition, and how far he was from 
croſſing or delaying of Juſtice, when the Intereſt of 


any private Perſon was queſtioned. But on the other 


ſide expreſſing himſelf, that where the Caſe concerned 
the High Powers and Prerogatives of his Crown, he 
would not endure to have them wounded through 
the ſides of a private Perſon; admoniſhing them allo, 
laſtly, of a Cuſtom lately entertained , of 2 greater 
boldneſs to diſpute the high Points of his Majeſty's 
Prerogative in a Popular and Unlawful liberty of Ar- 
gument more than in former times: And making 
them perceive allo how weak and impertinent the 


this Nature, and how well it might have been ſpared, 


with many other weighty Points in the ſaid Letter 


pointment and Commandment was publickly read i» 


contained : Which Letter alſo by his Majeſty's Ap- 


bac verba. 


James 


pretence of Allegation of their Oath was in a Caſe of 
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| James Rex, 4 . : 
** © F "Ruſty and Welbeloved Counſellors, and Truſty 
6c and Welbeloved, we Greet you well. We per- 


% ceive by your Letter that you conceive the Com- 
mandment given you by our Attorney General in our 
** Name to have proceeded upon wrong Information ; 
gut if you liſt to remember what Princely care we 
* have ever had ſince our coming to this Crown, to 


* ſee Juſtice duly Adminiſtred to our Subjects, with 


all poſſible expedition; and how far we have ever 


** been from urging the delay thereof in any ſort you 
„may ſafely perſwade your ſelves that it was no ſmall 


_ © reaſon that moved us to ſend you that direction: 


„ You might very well have ſpared your labour 


ce jn informing us of the Nature of your Oath ; For 


„although we never ſtudied the Common Law of En- 
* gland; yet are we not ignorant of any Points which 
belong to a King to know; We are therefore to in- 
form you hereby, that we are far from croſſing, or 
* delaying any thing which may belong to the Intereſt 


« of any private party in this Caſe, but we cannot 


© be contented to ſuffer the Prerogative Royal of our 
* Crown to be wounded through the ſides of a pri- 


„ vate Perſon ; We have no care at all which of the 


„“ Parties ſhall win his Proceſs in this Caſe, ſo that 
right prevail, and that Juſtice be truly Adminiſtred. 
« But on the other ſide, we have reaſon to ſoreſee 


4 that nothing be done in this Caſe which may 


« wound our Prerogative in General; and therefore 


ce {o that we may be ſure that nothing ſhall be debated 


% amongſt you which may concern our general pow- 
er of giving Commendams, we deſire not the Parties 
© to have one hours delay of Juſtice, but that our Pre. 


rogative ſhould not be wounded in that regard for 


* all 
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all times hereafter upon pretext of private Perſons 
Intereſt, we ſent you that direction; which we ac- 
count as well to be wounded if it be publickly diſ- 
puted upon, as if any ſentence were given againſt 
it. We are therefore to admoniſh you, That ſince 


the Prerogative of our Crown hath been more bold- 


ly dealt withal in Weſtminſter-Ha/, during the time 


of our Reign, then ever it was before in the Reigns 
* of divers Princes immediately preceding us, that 
we will no longer endure that popular and unlaw- 
ful Liberty; and therefore we were juſtly moved to 


ſend you that direction to forbear to meddle in a 
Cauſe of ſo tender a nature, till we had further 
thought upon it. We have cauſe indeed to rejoice 
of your zeal for your ſpeedy Execution of Juſtice : 


But we would be glad that all our Subjects might 


ſo find the Fruits thereof, as that no Pleas before 
you were of older date than this is. But as to your 
Argument, which you found upon your Oath, you 
give our Predeceſſors who firſt founded the Oath, a 
very charitable meaning, 1n perverting their inten- 


tion and zeal to Juſtice, to make a Weapon of it, to 
uſe againſt their Succeſſors: For although your Oath 


be, that you ſhall not delay Juſtice between any pri- 
vate Perſons or Parties,yet was it not meant that the 


King ſhould thereby receive harm, before he be 


forewarned thereof: Neither can you deny but that 
every Term, you will out of your own Diſcretions, 
for Reaſons known unto you, put off either the 
hearing or determining of any Ordinary Cauſe be. 
betwixt private Perſons till the next Term follow- 


ing. Our Pleaſure therefore is, who are the Head 


and Fountain of Juſtice under God-in our Domini- 
ons, and we out of our abſolute Power and Autho- 


rity Royal do Command you, that you forbear to 
Wy * meddle 
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meddle any further in this Plea till our coming to 
Town, and that out of our own Mouth you hear 
our Pleaſure in this Buſineſs ; which we do out of 
the care we have, that our Prerogative may not re- 
ceive an unwitting and indirect blow; and not to 
hinder Juſtice to be adminiſtred to any private Par- 
ties, which no Importunities ſhall perſwade us to 
move you in. Like as only for the avoiding of your 
unreaſonable Importunity of Suitors in their own 
« particular, that Oath was by our Predeceſſors Or- 
* dained to be miniſtred unto you, ſo we wiſh you 
„ heartily well to fare. 


Poſtſcript. 5 


You ſhall upon the Receipt of this Letter call our 
Attorney General unto you, who will inform you 
of the particular Points which we are unwil- 
ling to be diſputed of in this Caſe. 
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This Letter being read, his Majeſty reſolved to 
take into his Conſideration the parts of the Judges Let- 
ter and other their Proceedings in that Cauſe, and the 
Errors therein contained and committed ; which Errors 
his Majeſty did ſet forth to be both in Matter and Man- 
ner; In Matter, as well by way of Omiſſion as Com- 
miſſion ; for Omiſſon that it was a Fault in the Judges, 
that when they heard a Counſelor at the Barr preſume 
to Argue againſt his Majeſty's Prerogative, which in 
this Caſe, was in Effect his Supremacy, they did not 
interrupt and reprove ſharply that baſe and bold Courſe 
of Defaming or Impeaching things of ſo high a Na- 
ture by Diſcourſe ; eſpecially ſince his Majeſty hath: 
obſerved, that ever ſince his Coming to the Crown, 
the popular Sort of Lawyers have been the Men, — | 

" _ 
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moſt affrontadly in all Parliawem's have trodden upon 
his Prerogative, which being moſt contrary to their 
Vocation of any Men, ſince the Law nor Lawyers can 


never be reſpected, if the King be not reverenced. 


It doth therefore beſt become the Judges of any, to 
check and bridle ſuch impudent Lawyers, and in their 
ſeveral Benches to diſgrace them that bear ſo little Re- 
ſpect to their King's Authority and Prerogative : That 
his Majeſty had a double Prerogative, whereof the one 
was Ordinary, and had Relation to his private Intereſt, 
which might be, and was every day diſputed in Weſt- 
minſter Hall; The other was of an higher Nature, re- 
ferring to his Supreme and Imperial Power and Sove- 
reignty which ought not to be diſputed or handled in 
vulgar Argument: But that of late the Courts of the 
Common Law are grown ſo vaſt, and tranſcendent as they 
did both meddle with the King's Prerogative, and had 
incroached upon all other Courts of Juſtice ;as the Zigh 
"Commiſſion, the Councils eſtabliſhed in Wales, and at 
Tork, the Court of Requeſts. 5 
Concerning that which might be termed; Conmmiſſon, 
his Majeſty took Exception at the Judges Letter bath 
in Matter and Form; for Matter, his Majeſty plainly 
demonſtrated, That whereas it- was contained in the 
Judges Letter, That the Signifieation of his Majeſty's 


Letter as aforeſaid, was contrary to Law; and not a- 


greeable to the Oath of a Judge, That: could nat be: 
Firſt, for that the putting off any Hearing or Proceed 
ing upon any juſt or neceſſary Cauſe, is no denying or 
delaying of Juſtice, but Wiſdom and Maturity of Pro- 
ceeding: And that there cannot be a more juſt and ne- 
ceſſary Cauſe of Stay, than the Conſulting with the 
King, where the Cauſe concerns the Crown: And 


tnat the Judges did daily put off Cauſes upon lighter 
Occaſions; And likewiſe his Majeſty did. defire to 


know 


} 
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know of the Judges , how his Calling them to Conſult 


with him was contrary to Law, which they could ne- 
ver Anſwer unto. LR, 


Secondly, That it was no bare Suppoſition or Sur- 


miſe, that this Cauſe concerned the King's Prerogative; 


for that it had been directly and plainly diſputed at 
the Barr; and the very diſputing thereof in a publick 
Audience, is both dangerous and diſhonourable to his 
Majeſty. | 


Thirdly, That- the manner- of the putting off that- 
which the King required, was not infinite nor long 


time, but grounded upon his Majeſty's weighty Occa- 


ſions, which were notorious; by Reaſon whereof he 


could not ſpeak with the Judges before the Argument; 


And that there was a certain Expectation of his Maje- 
ſtys Return at Whirſontide. And likewiſe that the 
Cauſe had been fo lately handled and argued, and 
would not receive Judgment by the Eaſter Term next, 
as the Judges themfelves afterwards confeſſed. | 
And afterwards, becauſe there was another juſt: 
Cauſe of Abſence for the two Chief Fuſtices, for that 
they ought to have aſſiſted the LordChancellor the fame 
Day in a great Cauſe of the King's, followed by the - 
Lord Hunsdon againſt the Lord William Howard in 
Chancery ; which Cauſe of the King's, efpecially being 
ſo worthy, ought to have had Precedency before any 
Cauſe betwixt Party and Party. Alſo where it was 
contained in the Judges Letter that the Cauſe of Com- 


 mendams , was but a Cauſe of private Intereſt between 


Party and Party ; his Majeſty ſhewed plainly the con- 
trary ; nor only by the Argument of Serjeant Chiborne,- 


' which was before his Commandment, but by the Ar- 


gument of the Judges themſelves, namely Juſtice Ni. 


cols — 


8 
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colt ,whith:was after;: but eſpecially: ſince one of the 


Parties is a Biſhop who pleaded for the Commendams by 
the Virtue of his Majeſty's Prerogative. 
Alſo whereas it was contained in the Judges Letter, 
that the Parties called upon them earneſtly for Juſtice, 
his Majeſty conceived it to be but Pretence; Urging 
them to prove that there was any Solicitation by the 
Parties for Expedition, otherwiſe then in an ordinary 
Courſe of Attendance; which they could not prove. 
As for the Form of the Letter, his Majeſty Noted, 
that it was a new Thing, and very undecent and unfit 
for Subjects to diſobey the Kings Commandment, but 
moſt of all to proceed in the mean time, and to return 
to him a bare Certificate; whereas they ought to have 
concluded with the laying down and repreſenting of 
their Reaſons modeſtly to his Majeſty, why they 
ſhould proceed; and ſo to have ſubmitted the ſame to 
his Princely judgment, expecting to hear from him 
whether they had given him Satisfaction. 
Alter this his Majeſty's Declaration, all the Judges 
fell down upon their Knees, and acknowledged their 
Error for Matter and Form, humbly craving his Ma- 
jeſty' s gracious Favour and Pardon for the ſame. 


% 


But tor the Matter of the Letter, the Lora Chief Ju. 


ſtice of the Kings Bench entred into a Defence xhereof; 


The Effect whereof was; That the Stay required by 


his Majeſty was a Delay of Juſtice, and therefore con- 
trary to Law, and the Judges Oath; and that the 
judges knew well amongſt themſelves, that the Caſe 
Cas they meant to handle it) did not concern his Ma- 
jeſly's Prerogative of granting of Commendams. And that 
if the. Day had not held by the not coming of the 


Judges, the Suit had been diſcontinued, which had 
been a failing of Juſtice, and that they could not ad- 
journ it, becauſe Mr. Attorneys Letter mentioned no 


Day 
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'Day certain, and that an Adjournment muſt always 
be to a Day certain. 3 | 5 iff 
Unto which Anſwer of the Chief Juſtice, his Maje- 1 
ſty did reply, that for the laſt Conceipt it was meer = 
Sophiſtry, for that they might in their Diſcretions 
have prefixed a convenient Day, ſuch as there might 
have been time for them to conſult with his Majeſty 
before, and that his Majeſty left that Point of Form to 
themſelves. 1 
And for that other Point, that they ſhould take upon I 
them peremptorily to diſcern whether the Plea con- ſt 
cerned the King's Prerogative, without conſulting 
with his Majefty firſt, and informing his Princely Judg- 
ment, was a thing prepoſterous; For that they ought 
firſt to have made that appear to his Majeſty, and ſo to 
have given him Aſſurance thereof upon conſulting 
with him. | | TY 
And for the Matter, that it ſhould be againſt the 
Law, and againſt their Oath , his Majeſty ſaid he had 
{ſpoken enough before; unto which the Lord Chief Ju- 
ſtice in effect had made no Anſwer, but only inſiſted 
upon the former Opinion ; and therefore the King re- 
quired the Lord Chancellor to deliver his Opinion upon 
that Point, whether the Stay that had been. required by 
his Majeſty were contrary to Law, or againſt the Judges 
—_— 8 
The Chancellor ſtood up and moved his Majeſty that 
becauſe this Queſtion had Relation to Matter of Law, 
his Majeſty would be informed by his learned Council | 
firſt, and they firſt to deliver their Opinions which his i 
Majeſty commanded them to do. | g 
Whereupon his Majeſty's Attorney General gave his 1 E 
Opinion, that the putting off of the day in manner as | 
was required by his Majeſty to his Underſtanding, was 


d without all ſcruple no delay of Juſtice, nor danger of 
i | Xx EE 
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e judge Oath ; -infting upon ſome of the Reaſons: 
which is Ma; jeſty had formerly opened, and adding 
that che Letter he had formerly written by his Maje- 
5 's Command, wes no Imperious Letter; as to ſay. 
his Mayeſty- ſor certain cauſes, or for cauſes known to 
himſelf, would have them put off the day; but fairly 
mw plzinly exprefied the Cauſes unto them, for that 
the King conceived upon my Lord of Wintos's Report, 
that the Cauſe concerned him; and that his Majeſty - 
would have willingly ſpoken with them before, but by 
reafon of wr _— N 3 not, and there 
fore required a ti mig conveniently ak 
with him, which they knew could not be — Th 
in concluſion of his Speech withed the Judges to con- 
fider ferzoufly with 4 whether they were not 
in greater danger of Breach of their Oaths by the 
proceedings than they would have been by their ſtay.;. 
For that it is part of their Oathto adinke his Majeſty 


when they are called ; and if they will proceed fit in 


a Buſineſs whereupon they are called to Counſel, and 
will Coumſel him when the Matter is paſt, it is more 
than = fimple Refuſal to give him Council; and fo con- 
cluded his Speech, and the reſt of the learned Coun- 
cu] conſented to his Opinion. 

Wherenpon the Lord Chief ger of the Kings 
Bench anſwering nothing to the Matter, took Excepti- 
2 that the King's Council, Learned ſhonld plead M1 

te with the Judges ; For he ſaid they were to plead 
— Judges and not to diſpute with them. Whereun. 


to the King's Attorney replyed, that he found that Ex 
ception ſtrange, for that the King's Learned Council 


were [che Ke ne 92 derer mare here they 
en o- dee t Fear 
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onely any Subject in particular, but any Body of Sab. 


jects or Perſons were they Judges, or were they of an 


Upper or lower Houſe of Parliament, in Caſe they ex- 
ceed the Limits of their Authority, or took any thi 
from his Majeſty's Royal Power or Prerogative : And 


ſo coneluded, that this Challenge, and that in his Ma- 
jefty's Preſence, was a Wrong to their Places, for which 


he and his Fellows did appeal to his Majeſty for Repa- 
ration. And thereupon his Majefty did affirm, that it 
was their Duty ſo to do, and that he would maintain 
them. therein, and took Occaſion afterward again to 


That the Judges would not diſpute with him, nor his 

Learned Council might not diſpute with them; ſo 

whether they did well or ill, it muſt not be diſputed. - 

After this the Lord Chanrellar declared his Mind 


would not diſpute with his Majeſty, the Xing replyed, 
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ſpeak of it, for when the Lord Chief Fuſtice ſaid he 


plainly and clearly, that the Stay that had been by his 


Majeſty required, was not againſt the Law, nor a 
Breach of the Judges Oath, and required that the 


Judges Oath it ſelf, might be read out of the Statute, 


which was done by the King's Solicitor, and all the 
Words thereof weighed and confidered.  __... 
Thereupon his Majefty and the Lords thought good, 

to ask the Judges ſeverally their Opinions; the Queſti- 
on being put in this Manner: Whether i at any time, 
in a'Cafe depending before the Judges his. Majeſty concez- 
ved it to concern him either in Power or Profit, aud there. 
upon ws to conſult with them aud that they ſhould ſtay 
Proceedings in the mean time; they. ought not to ay ac- 
cordingly: They all (the Lord Chief Juſtice. onely 
excepted) yielded that they would, and acknowledged ir 
bebe theilt Duties ſo to do: Onely the Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the Kings Bench ſaid for Anſwer, That when. the 
Cale ſhould be, he would do that which ſhould be fit 


"TT. _ = 


for a Judge to do. And the Lord Chief :Juftice of the 
Common - Pear who had aſſented with the reſt, added tliat 
he would ever truſt. the Juſtice of his Majeſty's Com 
mandment. Aſter this: 2774 to a point, his Maje- 
ſty thought fit, in reſpect of the further Day of Ar- 
gument, appointed the Saturday following for the Cum- 
mendamt, to know frum his Judges what he might ex. 
pect from them concerning the ſame. Whereupon 
the Lord of Canterbury breaking the Caſe into ſome 
Queſtions, his Majeſty did require his Judges to deal 
plainly with him, whether they meant in their Argu- 
mendams, yea or no. Whereupon all the ſaid Judges did 
promiſe and aſſure his Majeſty, that in the Argument 
of the ſaid Caſe of Commendams they would ſpeak no. 
thing, which ſhould weaken or draw into Doubt his 
Majeſty's Prerogative for Granting of them; hut in. 
tended particularly to inſiſt upon the Points of Laie, 
and other Judicial Points of this Cafe, which they 
conceived to be of a Form differing from all other 
Commendams which have been practiſe. 
The Judges alſo went further, and did promiſe his 
Majeſty that they would not onely abſtain from ſpeaks 
ing any _— weaken his Majeſty's Prerogative of 
Commendams, would directly and in plain Terms 
affirm the ſame, and correct the erroneous and bold 
Speeches which had been uſed at the Barr in derogati- 
on thereof. ENT IAG: n M3E2D 0 nir 215-101 
Alſo the Judges did. in general acknowledge and pro. 
feſs with great forwardneſs, that it was their Duty, If 
any Counſellor at the Law, preſumed at any time to call 
in Queſtion his Majeſty's high Prerogative, that they 
ought to reprehend them, and ſilence them, and all 
promiſed ſo to do heteaſte r. 
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+... Caftly, the two Judges that were then next to argue, 
Mr. Juſtice Dodaeridge and Mt. Juſtice Miche, opened 
themſelves unto his Majeſty thus far; That they would 
_ inſiſt chiefly upon the'Lapſe, and ſome Points of Un- 
certainty, Repugnancy, and Abſurdity; being pecu- 
har to this Cammendam and that they would ſhew 
their Diſlike of that which: had: been ſaid at the Barr, 
for the weakening of the General Power; and Mr. Ju- 
ſtice Podderidge ſaid he would conclude for the King, 
that the Church was void and in his Majeſty's Gift; he 
alſo faid that the King might give a Commendam to a 
Biſhop either before or aſter his Conſecration, and that 
he might give it him during his Life, or for a certain 
Number of Tears 33 
I be Judges having thus far ſubmitted and declared 
themſelves, his Majeſty commanded them to keep the 
Bounds and Limits of their ſeveral Courts, not to ſuf- 
fer his Prerogative to be wounded by raſh and unadvi- 
ſed Pleading before them, or by new Invention of 
Law: For as he well knew the true and antient Com- 
mon Law is the moſt favourable for Kings of any Law 
in the World; ſo he adviſed them to apply their Stu- 
dies to that antient and beſt Law, and nat to extend the 
Power of any other of their Courts beyond their due 
Limits; following the Prefidents of the beſt antient 
Judges in the times of the beſt Government; and that 
then they might aſſure themſelves that he for his part 
in his Protection of them, and expediting of Juſtice, 
would walk in the Steps of Antient and beſt Kings. 
Wbereupon he gave them Leave to proceed in their Ar- 
gument. 77G „ 13 | y 
When the Fudges were removed, his Majeſty that 
had forborn' to ask the Voices and Opinions of his 
Council before the Judges, becauſe he would not pre- 
judioate the Freedome of the Judges Opinion, ee 
| | ing 


e 


"= Majeſty 


et * Aur 


ing whether the Stay of Proceedingy that had been by 
could by any Conſtruction be 
thought to be within the Compaſs. of the Judges Oath 
( which they had heard read unto them) did then put 
the Queſtion to his Council; who all with one Conſent 
thi g we Opinion, that it was far from any Colour or 
ow of ſuch Interpretation, and that it was againſt 


—_ Senſe to think the contrary, eſpecially fince 


there is no mention made in their Oath of Delay of 
Juſtice, but only that they ſhould not deny Juſtice, nor 
be moved by any of the — — to do _ ung 
county to Low or * 


8. Cant. | The, Ellesmere Canc. 
Th. Suffolk. © © B. Wiieefter, © 

Pembroke, © Nottingham. ** 
Lenox. 27 Tnollys. 
John RNalph Winwoode. 
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| good Ground; both of Submit on 1 and Conformit © 


© if 


Falke Greville, 


Jo Sir George Villiers. 


STR, 


_dothink you may ad your Self n and; that 

which is more, do a hack Work; if Yao, _ 

afliſt, and perfect a Motion begun, ( and that upon my) 
ity 


i 


of Sir-Fzxancis Bacon. 167 


for the reſtoring , of Puter Burges, to preach; ( 4) And 
I with, likewi that if Grayes Inne hould think good, 


alter he is free from the a chuſe him, for 
Preacher, his Majeſty ſhould not be againſt it: 
For certainly, we ſhould watch him well, if Fe ſhould 
; mag ae ina more fafe Au. 
This may em a Triſſe, but I do aſſure you; I 
x" 2 know a particular, wherein you may open 
more honeſt Mouths, tofpeak Honor of you, than 
this. And 1 do extremely deſire, there mey be a full 
Cry, . People, 4. [. 
to ſpeak, and to trumpet out your Commendations. 
7 take it to heart, and do fomewhat in *4 


5 Tour devoted and © 
1. Llł0⸗bounden Servant, 


Fr Bacone, 


* * 
"SY " * 


491 preſume Mr. Attorney. did not ſucceed in his Deſires, but that e 4 
ſong after Doctor Bungeſſe was preſented to the Parſonage of Eutton-Col-: 
field in Wanwickſbire. In 3620. he attended Sir Herace Pere into the Pala · 
— Ho that —— 1 A kor wr ng ei ga 5 — 

t or Number, greateſt for ity mu compo 
of CNY that had been ſeen. Ser. 


 EXXVIL 
From the Original. 


e Villiers 


JT Here is a Particular ＋ . think you may Y 
$ your ſelf Honor, which as I am informed _ 
cen 
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been laboured by my Lady of Bedford ( « ) and put in 
good way by the Biſhop of Bathe and Wells (5) con- 


cerning the reſtoring to preach of a famous Preacher, 
one Doctor Bureeſſs who though he hath been ſilen- 
ced a great time, yet he hath now made ſuch a Sub- 
- miſſion touching his Conformity, as giveth Satisfaction. 
It is much deſired alſo by Grays Inne ( if he ſhall be 
free ſrom the wo? to-cluſe him for their Preacher: 
And certainly it is ſafer to place him there, than in ano- 
ther Auditory, becauſe he will be well watched, if he 
ſhould any ways fly forth in his Sermons beyond Duty. 
This may ſeem a Trifle 3 but I do aſſure you, in open- 
ing this Man's Mouth to preach; you ſhall open very 
many Mouths to ſpeak Honor of you; and I confeſs 1 
would have a full Cry of Puritans, of Papiſts, of all 


the World to ſpeak well of you; And beſides I am per- 
ſwaded, (whieh is above all earthly Glory) you frat! 


4) Having occaſionally mention'd two or three Ladies, eminent for 
their Wit and Beauty; I could not in good Manners paſs over in Silence 
my Lady of Bedford ; ſo much celebrated for both, by that rare Wit of 
his Time Doctor Donne; and by that of our own Time Sir William Temple, 


for the admirable Diſpoſition of her Garden at Moor-Park, She was Si- 
ſter and Coheir to the laſt Lord Harrington of Exton; who dying in the 
entrance of the Year 1614. and the 22th of his Age, revived in the Na- 
tion, the Senſe it had of the Loſs of Prince Henry , as being a young No- 
- bleman of great Hopes and Piety. This Lady diſpoſed of much of the 
Eſtate fhe had from her Brother; ſelling Burley upon the Hill in the County 
of Rutland, to the then Marquis of Buckingham, where he afterwards a- 
dorned the Seat with noble Strudtnres, which were deſtroy'd in the Time 
of our Civil Wars. But this Place is now recovering its ancient 
Splendor at the expenſe and by the direction, of its preſent Lord the 
Earl of Nottingham. e 5 


(b) This Biſhop was 5th. Son to Sir Edward Montig ue, and Brother to 
Edward the firſt Lord Montague of Boughton, a Prelate of great Learning 
and Eloquence, and very Munificent ; and by ſome called King Fames's 
Eccleſiaſtical Favourite. In 1616. he was tranſlated to Wincheſter, and dy- 
ing in two years time, he was buried in the Body of the Cathedral Church 
af Bathe, which with great Coſt and Care he had preſerved from the Ru- 
ines, which Time and Neglect were bringing upon it. ds Ih 
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do God good Service i in nit." I. pn deal wich his Na- 


N in it, © Ireſt 


June 13. To our devoted and 2 Servant. 


IXXIx. 
. the Original. oe * mg 
| To: Sir Gi 25 lere. 15 ed ” —_ 


| 33 * am uncertain Edeller his Majeſty will 


put to a Point, ſome Reſolutions touching Tre- 


land, now at' Windſor ; 1 thought it my Duty to at- 


tend his Majeſty by my Letter, ( and thereby to ſup- 
ply my Abſence) for the 1 of ſome former 
Commiſſions for Ireland, and the framing of a new 


Commiſſion for the Wards and the Alienations, which 


appertain properly to me as his Majeſty's A! and 
have been accordingly referred by my Lords. I will 
undertake that they are prepared with a greater Care, 
and better Application to his Majeſty's Service in that 
Kingdom, then heretofore they have been; and there- 
fore of that I ſay no more. And for the Inſtructions 
of the new Deputy, they have been ſer down by the 
two Secretaries ; and being things of an ordinary Na- 

ture, I do not ſee but they may paſs, ' © 

But there have been three Propoſitions and Cnet, 


169 


which ſeem to me of very great Importance: : Where- 


in I think my ſelf bound to deliver to his Majeſty my 
Advice and Opinion, if Ne, ſhould. now come” in 


Queſtion. 3 


„% FM 561 


(4) This Letter is bee in the \Reſuſetrir and Ciba, but 15 here 
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„The Fin is, touching the Recuſaxt Magiſtrates of 
be Owe of Fake, a tie edel, 
their Electors; what ſhall be done. Which Conſulta- 
tion ariſeth from the late Advertiſements from the two 
Lords Juſtices, upon the Inſtance of the two Towns, 
Eamerick and Kilkenny; in which Advertiſement they 
repreſent the Danger onely, without giving any Light 
for the Remedy; rather warily for themſelves, than a- 
ly to their Duties, and Place. 

In this Point, I humbly pray his Majefty, to remem- 
ber, that the Refuſal is not, of the Oath of Allegzance, 
(which is not enacted in Ireland; but of the Oath of 


Supremacy, which cutteth deeper into Matter of Con- 


ſcience. Alſo, that his Majeſty will, out of the depth 


al his Excellent Wiſdom, and Providence, think, and 


as it were, calculate with himſelf ; Whether Time, will 
make more, for the Cauſe of Religion, in Ireland, and. 
be ſtill more, and more, propitious; Or whether de- 
ferring Remedics, will not make the Caſe more diffi- 
cult. Fox if Time, give his Majeſty Advantage, what 

needeth Precipiration, to extreme Remedies? But if 
Time will make the Caſe more deſperate, then his 

Majeſty cannot begin too ſoon. Now in my Opini- 
on, Lime will open, and facilitate Things, for Refor- 
mation of Religian there; And not ſhut up, or block 
the ſame. For firſt, the Plantatzons going on, and be- 
ing, principally, of Proteſtants, cannot but mate the 
r Party in Time: Alfo, his Majeſty's Care, in: 


18 
ot 


placing good Biſhops, and Divines;. In amplifying 


yet come. There- 


the College there; And in looking, to the Educa- 
tion of Wards, and the like; As they are, the moſt 
Natural Means, ſo are they like, to be the moſt effe- 


ctual, and happy, for the Weeding out of Popery,with- 


out uſing the Temporal Sword; So that, I think; 1 
may truly conclude, that the Ripeneſs of Time, is not 


of Sir F&ANCisS;Bacon. 


Therefore Nau in all Hambleneſs is, that 
this hazardous Courſe, of Prodetding, to tender the 
Oath, to the Magefrates of Towns, WONT not, . but 
dye by degrees. And yet, to preſerve the Authority, 

and Reputation of the former Council, I would have 
aha kat done; which is, that there be a Proceeding, 
to Seizure of Liberties; But not by any Act of Po 
er, but by Qa Warranto, or Scire facias ; which is a 


Legal Courſe; And will be the Work of three, or 


four, Terms; By which time, the Matter will ſome- 
what cool. 

But I would not 05 in no Cale, ) that the Proceed- 
ing ſhould be with both the Towas, Which ſtand now in 
1 pt, but with one of them onely; chooſing 

that, ke 04 ſhall be thought moſt fit. For if his Ma- 
- jeſty, proceed with "45: 5 then all the Towns, that 
are in the like Caſe, will think it a common Cauſe; 
And that it is, but their Caſe to day, and their own 


171 


to morrow. But if his Majeſty proceed but with one, 
the Apprehenſion and Terror, will not be fo ſtrong3 


For they will think, it may be their Caſe, as well to 
be ſpared, as proſecuted; And this is the beſt Advice, 
that I can give to his Majeſty, in chis Streight; And 
of this Opinion, ſeemed my Lord Chancellor, to be. 
The Second Propoſetion is this: Jr may be, his Ma- 
jeſty will be moved, to reduce the Number, of his 
Caoaucii of Irelund, which is now almoſt Fifty, to Twen- 
ty, or the like Number; In reſpect, the Greatneſs of 
the Number, doth both embaſe the Authority, of 
the Council, and divulge the Buſineſs, Nevertheleſs, I 
do hold this P ropoſition, to be rather {pecious, and 10 
lemn, than ne dful at this time ; Or EEO it will 


| fill the Srate, full of Biſcomemment; which, in a 


Growing and unſetled — e not to be, _ 
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This I could wiſh, that his Majeſty would appoint 
z ſelect Number of Counſellors there, which might 
deal in the Improvement, of his Revenue; (Being a 
Thing not fit to paſs through too many Hands; ;) And 
that the ſaid ſelected Number, ſhould have Days of 
Sitting, by themſelves; At which, the reſt of the 
Council, ſhould not be preſent ; Which being once ſet- 
led, then other principal Buſineſs of State, may be 
handled. at thoſe Sittings ; and ſo the reſt begin to be 
diſuſed, and yet retain their Countenance, without 


; Murmur or Diſgrace. 


The Third Propoſition, as it is wound up, ſeemeth | 
to be pretty, if it can keep promiſe: For it is this, 


That a Means may be found. to re- enforce his Maje- 


ſty's Army there by 500, or a 1000 Men; And that, 
without any Penny Encreaſe of Charge. And the 


Means ſhould be; that there ſhould be a Command. 
ment of 2 Local Removing, and transſerring ſome 
Companies, from one Province, to another: where 


upon it is ſuppoſed, that many, that are planted, in 


Houſe, and Lands, will rather leeſe their Entertain- 
ment, than remove: And thereby, new Men may 
have their Pay, and yet the old, be mingled in the 
Country, for the Strength thereof. N 
In this Propoſition, two things may be feared : The 
one, Diſcontent of thoſe, that ſhall be put off: The 
other, that the Companies ſhall be ſtuffed with Tyrones, 
inſtead of Veterani. I wiſh therefore, that this Propo-- 
fition, be well debated, ere it be admitted. Thus, ha- 
ving performed that, Which Duty binds me to; Fe com- 
mend you, to God s beſt preſervation. nd L 


Guhenhuy,  ,, Tour moſt devoted, and inne 
July 5. 1616, | | 1 Servant, VVV 
| Fra: Bacon 
LXXX. 
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# — - | 
To Sir George Villiers. 
1111 7 
ſend you the Bi for his Majeſty's: Signature, re- 
formed according to-his Majeſty's. Amendments, 


both in the two places, (which, I afſure-you, were both 


altered with great Judgement; )- And in the Third 
place, which his Majeſty termed a Queſtion onely. 


But he is an idle Body, that thinks his Majeſty, asks 


an idle Queſtion; And therefore, his Majeſty's Queſti- 


ons, are to be anſwered, by Taking away the Cauſe 
of the Queſtion, and not by Replying, 


For the Name, his Majeſty's Will is a Law in thoſe. 


things; And to ſpeak Truth, it is a well. ſounding, and 
Noble Name, both here, and abroad: And being your 


proper Name, I will take it, for a good Sign, that you 
ſhall give Honour, to your Dignity, and not your Dig- 
nity to you. Therefore I have made it Yiſcount Vil- 
liers : And for your Baroxry, Iwill keep it tor an Earl. 
dom : For though the other, had been more orderly, 
yet that is as uſual, and bothaltke good in Law. 
For Roper's place, I would have it by all means, diſ- 
patched. And therefore, I marvail, it lingreth. It 
were no good manners, to take the Buſineſs, out of 
my Lord Treaſurer's hands; And therefore, I purpoſe 
to write to his-Lordihip, it I hear not from him firſt, 
by Mr. Deccomb. But if I hear of any Delay, you 
will give me leave, (eſpecially ſince the King named 
me, n Sir ohn Roper, my. Self 2 For nel- 
ther I, nor my Lord Treaſurer, can deſerve any great 
thanks of you, in this Buſineſs, conſidering the King 
| hat 


* 
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hath fp6ken to Sir 7obn Roper, and he hath promiſed.; . 
And beſides, the thing it felf, is ſo reaſonable, as it 

ought, to be as ſoon done, as faid. Lam now. gotten, 
into the Countrey, to my Houſe, where I have ſome 
little Liberty, to think of that, I would think of, and 
not of that, which other Men Hourly break my Head 
withall, as it was at London. Upon this, you may con- 
_chude, that moſt of my Thoughts, are of his Majeſty ; 
And then, you cannot be far ofl. God ever rr you, 
and profper vou. 1 reſt alwayes, 


R Tour true and moſt devited 
——— m V nn, | 
LXXXI. 


To Sir George Villiers. 


bre ſent you now, your Patent of, Oreatibn of 

Lord Blechle, of Blechley, and of Viſcount Villiers. 
Blechley is your own; And I liked, the found of the 
Name”; better than Whaddon : But the Name, will be 
hid, for you will be called Viſcount Villiers. T have put 
chem doch in a Patent, after the manner of the Paret 
of Arms, where Barouries are joyned. But the chief 
Reaſon was, becauſe I would avoid double Prefuces; 
which had not been fit: Nevertheleſs the Ceremony of 
Robing, and otherwiſe, muſt be double: And now, be- 
cauſe T am in the Country, I will ſend you, ſome of 
my Country Fruits, which, with me, are good Medira- 
tions; which, when [ am in the 27 are ä with 
Buſineſs. 3 
ö After 


1 of Sir Fxancis Bacon: 

After that the Zing, ſhall have watred, your new Dig. 
xities, with his Bounty, of the Lands, which he in- 
tends you; And that, ſome other things, concerning 
Tu means, which are now likewiſe.in Intention, ſhall 
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ſetled upon you; I do not ſee, but you may think, 
your private Fortunes eſtabliſhed : And therefore, it is 


now time, that you ſhould refer your Actions, chiefly; 


to the Good, of your Severeiga, and your Country. It 
is the life, of an Oxe, or a Beaſt, always to eat, and 
never to exerciſe; But Men are born, (eſpecially Chri- 
ſtian Men,) not to cramm in their Fortunes, but ta - 
exerciſe their Vertues; And yet, the other, have been 
the unworthy, and, ſometimes, the unlucky humour, 


of great Perſons, in our Times; Neither will your 
further Fortune, be the further off. For aſſure your 
ſelf, that Fortune is of a womans Nature, that will 


ſooner follow you by lighting, than by too much 


Wooing : And in this Dedication, of your ſelf to the 
Publick, I recommend unto. you, principally, that 


which I think, was never done, ſince I was born; 
And which not done, hath bred, almoſt, a -Wilderneſs, 


* 


« 

. 
a2 
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and Solitude, in the Aiug's Service: which is, that 


you countenance, and encourage, and advance, able, 
and vertuous Men, in all Kinds, Degrees, and Profeſ- 


-To 


fions. For in the time of ſome late great Counſeilours, 


when they bare the Sway, able Men, were by deſign, 


and of purpoſe, ſuppreſſed: And though, now ſince, 


Choice goeth better, both in Church and Commonwealth; 
yet Money, and Turn- ſerving, and Cunning Canviſes, 
and Importunity, prevail too much. And in places of 


* 


moment, rather make Alle, and Honeſt Men, yours, 
than advance thoſe, that are otherwiſe, becauſe they 
are yours : As for Cunning, and Corrupt Men, you 
muſt, I know, ſometimes uſe them, but keep them at. 


a diſtance ; And let it appear, that you make uſe of 
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them, rather than that they lead you. Above all, de- 
pend wholly, (next to God,) upon the Ting; And be 
ruled, (as hitherto you have been, ) by his Inſtructi- 
ons; For that's beſt for your Self. For the Hing Care, 
and Thoughts, concerning you, are according to the 
Thoughts, of a great King ; whereas your Thoughts, 
concerning your Self, are, and ought to be, according 
to the Thoughts of a Modeſt Man. But let me not wea- 
ry you: The Summ is, that you think Goodneſs, the 


os 
* * 


beſt part of Greatneſs ; And that you remember, whence 
your Riſing comes, and make return accordingly. God 


Aug. 12. 1616. Tour true and moſt Devoted 
1 15 Servant, 
Pr. Bacon. 


The greateſt Truſt between man and man, is the Truſt of giving Coun- 

fe!, ſays Sir Francis Bacon in his Eſſay of Counſel, and in one of the fol- 
lowing Letters. And which part ſurely no man could have diſcharged with 
greater Fidelity and Ability, then he did, in that Excellent Diſcourſe con- 
tained in the Cabala p. 37, and preſented to Sir George Villiers ſoon after 
he had been received into the King's Favour, and whereot this Letter is a 
ſort of Abridgement. But therein Sir Francis doth deſcend into ſo particular 
a Conſideration, how this new-Favorite ought to govern himſelf in rela- 
tion to all Degrees of Men; of the Good he might do, and the Evils he 
might prevent ; that whoſoever in his Circumſtances ſhall obſerve and pra- 
Rite thoſe Rules, muſt have very hard luck, if he doth not become as gra- 
cious in the Eyes of the People, as of the Prince. | 


LXXXII. 
To te KING. 


tt may pleaſe your moſt Excellent ih, 

Have ſent, Sir George V. illiers Patent, drawn again, 
containing alſo a Baronry; The Name Blechley, 
7 which 
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which is his own; And to my Thinking, ſoundeth bet- 


ter than Whaddey. I have included both in one Patent, to 


avoid a double Preface, and as hath been uſed in the Pa- 
tents of Earls, of like nature. Nevertheleſs, the Ce- 
remony of Robing, and otherwiſe is to be double, as 
is alſo uſed in like caſe of Earls. 

lt reſteth, that I expreſs unto your Majeſty, my 
great Joy, in your Honouring and Advancing this Gen- 
tleman : whom to deſcribe, not with Colours but with 


true Lines, I may fay this; Your Majeſty , certainly 


hath found out, and choſen a ſafe Nature, a capable 


Man, an honeſt Will, Generous' and Noble Affecti- 
ons, and a Courage well lodged ; And one that, I know, 


loveth your Majeſty unfeignedly ; And admireth you as 


much, as is in a Man, to admire his Sovereign, upon 


Earth. Onely, your Majeſty's School, (wherein he 
hath already ſo well profited, as in this Entrance upon 
the Stage, being the Time of greateſt Danger, he hath 
not committed any manifeſt Errour;) will add Perfe- 
ction, ro your Majeſty's comfort, and the great Con- 


tentment of your People. God ever preſerve, and prof. 


per your Majeſty. I reſt in all Humbleneſs, 


Aug. 12. 1616. Tour Majeſty's, moſt bounden and 
moſt devoted, Sulject, and Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. 
LXXXIII. 


15 Sir George Villiers. 

SIR, ; KS 
Took much Contentment, in that, I perceive 
by your Letter, that you took in ſo good part, the 

| a Free- 
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Freedom of my Advice; And that your Self in your 
own Nature, conſented therewith. Certainly, o Ser- 
vice is comparable, to good Counſel; And the Reaſon 18, 
| becauſe no Man, can do ſo much, for another, as a Man, 
may do for himſelf : Now good Counſel helpeth a Man, 
to help himſelf. But you have ſo happy a Maſter, as 
ſupplyeth all. My Service, and good will, ſhall not 
be wanting, 4465 F 
It was graciouſly and kindly done alſo, of his Ma-. 
jeſty towards me, to tell you, that you were behold- | 
ing tome. But it muſt be then, for Thinking of you 
as I do; For otherwiſe, for Speaking as I think, it is ; 
but the part of an honeſt Man. I ſend you your Pa- g 
tent, whereof God give you Joy: And I ſend you here 
incloſed, a little Note of Remembrance, for that part of 
the Ceremony, which concerneth the Patent: For as 
for other Ceremonzes I leave to others. 
My Lord Chancellor, diſpatcht your Patent, preſent- 
ly upon the Receit; And writ to me, how glad he was 
of it, and how well he wiſhed you. If you writ to 
him, a few words of Thanks, I think, you ſhall do 
well. God keep you and proſper you. I ever reſt, 
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bition, 


of Sir FRANCI 8 Bacon. 


bition, is contented to make me Judge of mine own 


Deſires. I am now beating my Brains, (among many 
Cares, of his Majeſty's Buſineſs,) touching the Re- 
deeming the Time, in this Buſineſs of Cloth. The 


great Queſtion is; How to miſs, or how to mate the 


Ar ings; How to paſs by them, or how to paſs over 


In my nexc Letter, I ſhall alter your Stile; but 1 


ſhall never whilſt I breath, alter mine own Stile; In 
being %%% ac bo 


Aug. 22. 1616. Tour true, and moſt devoted, 


Servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
LXXXV. 

From the Original. i 
Toth KING. e. 


1 ay pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


Irſt from the bottom of my heart, I thank the God 
of all Mercy and Salvation, that he hath preſer- 
ved you from receiving any Hurt by your Fall; And I 
pray his divine Majeſty ever to preſerve you on Horſe- 
back and on Foot, from Hurt, and fear of Hurt. 
Now touching the Clothing buſineſſe; For that I per- 


ceive the Cloth goeth not off as it ſhould, and that 


Wiltſhire is now come in with Complaint as well as 
Glouceſterſhire and Worceſterſhire, ſo that this Gangreen 
Ereepeth on; I humbly pray your Majeſty to take into 


your Majeſty's Princely Conſideration a Remedy for 


A a 2 the 
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the preſent ſtand, which certainly will do the Deed ; 
and for any thing that I know will be Honorable and 
_ Convenient, though joyned 'with ſome loſſe in your 

Majeſty's Cuſtomes, which I knowe in a buſineſſe of 
this quality, and being but for an Interim, til you may 
* your Majeſty \doth, not eſteem," And itis 
this. 

That your Majeſty by your Proclamation, do for- 
bid ( after fourteen dayes, giving that time for ſuting 
mens ſelves ) the wearing of any ſtuffe made wholly 
of Silk, without mixture of Wool, for the ſpace 
ſ months. S0 your: Majeſty: hall-ſopply outward vent, 
with inward uſe, -{pecially for the finer Cloths, which 
are thoſe wherein the ſtand principally is, and which 
filk Wearers are likeſt to buy; And you ſhall ſhew a 
moſt Princely Care over thouſands of the poor people; 
And beſides your Majeſty ſhall blowe a Horne, to let 
the — know yout Majeſty will not give-over the 
Chace. Again, the Winter ſeaſon coming on is fittteſt 
for wearing of Cloth, and there is Scope enough left 
for bravery and vanity by lacing and manera (oh & 
it be upon Cloth or Stuffes of Wool. 

I thought it my Duty to offer and — this reme- 
dy; amongſt others, to your Majeſty's great Wiſdom, 
becauſe it pleas d you to lay the Care of this buſineſſe 
upon me, and indeed my Care did fly to it before, as it 
mall always do to any Knots and Difficultyes in yeur 
buſineſſe, wherein hitherto, I have been not unfortu- 
nate, . ever have you in his moſt drüben GP 
ts 1 3-13 1616, Tour Majeſties * fo athfal | 

ene > bounden Servant. a 
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Te ae Lord V Neha Villers. wy 


h very good Lord. 


Ir was my Opinion from the beginning, that this 
Company will never overcome the buſineſſe of the 
Chth;' and that the Impediments are as much or more 
in the perſons which are Inſtrumenta animata then in the 
dead buſineſſe it ſelfe. 
lh have therefore ſent unto the King her incloſed my 
Raiſes; wi which I 8 ary Lordſhip to ow his Ma- 
The new. ORR and the old Company are but the 
Sons of Adam to me, and I take my ſelf to have ſome 
Credit with both, but it is upon Fear rather with the 
Old, and upon Love rather with the New, and yet 
with bo both upon nne that I may the: bus 
n 
Nevertheleſſe I walk in vid i which] is not ab- 
ſolutely acceptable to either. For the new Company 
would have all their demands granted, and the ol 
Company would have the King s Work given over n 
deſerted. 
Opinion i is, that the old Company be n to 
— into the Contract, (elſe the King's Honour 
ſuffereth ) and that we all draw in one way to effect 
that. If Time, which is the wiſeſt of things, prove the 
work impoſſibie or inconvenient, which I do not yet 
believe; I know his Majeſty and the State will n net ſuf⸗ 
175 1 1 to 9 ; 
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90 105 what ſhall be done, were done with Reſolution 
and Speed, and that your Lordſhip: C becauſe it is 2 
gracious buſineſſe ) had Tbankes of 1t next the King ; 
_ that there were ſome Commiſion under his Majeſties 

n Manual, to deal with ſome felected Perſons of the 
910 Company, and to take their Anſwers and Conſent 
under their hands, and that the procuring the Com- 
miſſion, and the procuring of their Offers to be * 
ed, were your em Work.” © 
In this Treaty my Lord Chancellor muſt by no 
means be leſt out, for c will moderate well and aimed 
at his Majeſties ends. 
Mr. Solicitor is not yet returned but 1 look for bim 
preſently. Ireſt 33 


| Monday xath of mur Ke and 
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Reg ons hy: the u „ Company i is not to Ny cruſted 
and continued wich the Trade of Clothes. 


Irft, The company Conſiſts of a Number of 
Young men and Shopkeepers, which not being 
bPred in the Trade, are fearful to medle with any of the 
Dear and fine Clothes, but only medle with the Courſe 

5 Clotlies, which is every Mans skill; And beſides ha- 
ving other Trades to live upon, they come” in the Sun.” 
ſhine ſq long as things go well, and aſſoon as they meet 


with 


of Sr FRAN CIS Bacox. 


with any Storme or Cloud, they leave Trade, and goe 
back to Shop keeping. Whereas the old Company were 
beaten Traders, and having no other. means of living 
but that Trade, were fain to ride out all Accidents and 
- Difficulties, (which being men of great ability) they 
were well able to do. ny 


Secondly, "Theſe Young men being the Major part, 
and having a Kind of Dependance upon Alderman 
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Cockaive , they Carry things by plurality of voices; 
And yet thoſe few of the old Company which are a- 


mongſt them do drive almoſt Three parts of the Trade; 


and it is impoſſible things ſhould go well, where. one 


part gives the vote, andthe other-doth the work; ſo that 


never Conſented, which is meerly Motus violentus, and 


cannot laſt. 


Thirdly - The new Company make Continually ſuch 
new ſpringing demands, as the State can never be ſe- 


cure nor truſt to them, neither doth it ſeem that they 


do much truſt themſelves, 


Fourthly, the preſent ſtand of Cloth at Blactwell. hall 


( which is that that preſſeth the State moſt, and is pro- 


vided for but by a Temporary and weak remedy ) is. 


ſuppoſed would be preſently at an end, upon the revi- 


vor of the Old; in reſpect that they are able Men and 


united amongſt themſelves. . 


Fiſthh, in theſe Cafes Opinio eft veritate major, Opinion + 


and the very voice and expectation of revivor of the 1 3 


old Company will Comfort the Clothiers, and encou- 
rage them not to lay down their Loomes. 


5 


lity. 


Sixthiy, 
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© Sixthly, The very Flemings themſelves (in regard of 
the pique they have againſt the new d are 
like to be more pliant and Tractable towards his Maje- 
ſties ends and deſiree. | 


Seventhly,confidering the Buſineſs hath not gone on 
well ; his Majeſty muſt either lay the Fault upon the 
matter it ſelf, or upon the perſons that have managed it; 
wherein the King ſhall beſt acquit his Honor, to lay it 
where it is indeed; that is, upon the Carriage and 
Proceedings of the new Company, which have been 
full of uncertainty and abuſe. = 


Laſtly, The Subjects of this Kingdom generally have 

an ill Taſte and Conceipt of the new Company, and 

therefore the putting of them down, will diſcharge the 
State of a great deal of Envy. e 


EXXX VII. 
Hum the Original. 
To the Lord Viſcount Nille. 


. My very good Lord, 3 
OW that the King hath receivd' my Opinion, 
| V with:the Judges Opinion unto whom it was re- 
ferred, touching the Propoſition for Tunes in point of 
Law ; Itreſteth that it be moulded and carried in that 
- ſort, as it may paſs with beſt Contentment and Con- 
veniency. Wherein I that ever love. good Company, 
as I was joyned with others in the Legal poynt, ſo I 
defire not to be-alone in the Direction touchin 
the Conveniency. And therefore I ſend your __ — 
urn 3 


/ ir FRAN CIS BAC ON. 


ſhip a Forme of Warrant for the King's Signature, where. 
by the framing of the buſineſſe and that which belong - 
eth to it, may be referred to my ſelf with Serjeant 
Montague and Serjeant Finch; And though Montague 
thould change his place, that alteration hurteth not the 
buſineſſe, but rather helpeth it. And becauſe the inqui- 
ry and ſurvey touching Innes, will require much Atten- 
dance and Charge, and the making of the Licences, I 
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ſhall think fit (when that Queſtion'cometh to me) to 


be f to the Juſtice of Aſſſe, and not to thoſe that fol- 
low this buſineſs: Therefore His Majeſty may be 
leas d to conſider what proportion or Dividend ſhall 
be allotted to Mr. Mompeſſon, and thoſe that ſhall fol- 
loi it at their own charge, which uſeth in like Caſes 
% md. 57.000 


Nov. 13. 1616. Tour nat e and moſt | 
| devoted Servant, | 
Fr. Bacon. 


(4) I ſuppoſe it was not long after the Judges and Attorney general 
had given the Opinion above mention'd, but that a Patent was granted for 
Licencing of Common Inxes; Under Colour - whereof Sir Giles Mompeſſon 


levyed ſeveral Summes of Money by way of Fines, as well as by yearly 


Here the 
word (re- 
ſerred) or 
of the like 
Nature is 
omitted. 


Incomes from them; and Alehouſes alſo by a ſubſequent Patent. Proceed- 


ing therein with ſo much rigor; That it was complained of in the Parle- 
ment which began in 162, as one of the great grievances of the Nation; 
The Patent declared illegal, and recalled by the King's Prociamation ; 
Monideſſon and Michel the chief Projectörs of this and ſome other Op- 
preſſions, ſeverely cenſured according to their Demerits: The manper 
of which may be. ſeen in the Journals of that Pa 


ſtorys of thoſe Times. 
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LXXXIX. 
From the Original. 
To the Lord Viſcount Villiers. 


I very good Lord. 


think his Majeſty was not onely well adviſed, but 
well inſpired, to give Order for this ſame wicked 
hilde of Cayn, Bertram, to be examin d before he was 

rther proceeded with. And I for my part before I had 
receiv'd his Majeſty's pleaſure by my Lord Chamberlayn 
went thus far ; That I had appointed him to be further 
examin'd, and alſo had taken Order with with Mr. So- 


licitor that he ſhould be provided to make ſome Decla- 


ration at his Tryal, in ſome ſolemn Faſhion, and not to 


let ſuch a ſtrange Murder paſſe as if it had been but a 
Horſeſtealing. | | 1 
But upon his Majeſty's pleaſure ſignifyed, I forth- 
with cauſed the Tryall, to be ſtayed, and examin'd the 
arty according to his Majeſty's Queſtions ; and alſo 
ent for the principal Counſel in the Cauſe, whereupon 
Sir John Tyndal's Report was grounded, to diſcern the 
Juſtice or Iniquity of the ſaid Report as his Majeſty 
likewiſe Commanded. — 


1 , 


I ſend therefore the Caſe of Bertram truely ſtated 


and collected, and the examination taken before. my 
Selfe and Mr. Solicitor ; whereby it will appear to his 


Majeſty that Sir John Tyndal (as to this Cauſe )) is a 
kind of a Martyr : For if ever he made a Juſt Report 
in his life, this was it. 8 © & | 
But the Event ſince all this is, that this Bertram be- 
ing, as it ſeemeth, indurate or in deſpair, hath hang- 


ed 


of Sir FRANCISs Bacon. 


ed himſelfe in Priſon ; of which accident, as I am ſor- 
ry, becauſe he is taken from Example, and public ju- 

| ſtice; ſo yet I would not for any thing, it had been 
before his Examination. So that there may be other- 


wiſe ſome Occaſion taken either by ſome Declaration 


in the Xings Bench upon the return of the Coroners En- 
queſt, or by ſome printed book of the Fat, or by 
{ome other means ( whereof I purpoſe to adviſe with 
my Lord Chancelor ) to have both his Majeſty's royal 
Care, and the truth of the Fat, with the Circumſtan- 
ces manifeſted and publiſhed. (a) # 


For the taking a Tye of my Lord Chief Juſtice before 


he was placed, it was done before your letter came, 
and on tueſday, Heath and Shute ſhall be admitted 


and all perfected. 


; , 
WY \ 's 6 
1 n 
k - . 
9 


My Lord Chance lor purpoſeth to be at the Hall to | 


morrowe, to give my Lord Chief Fuſtice his Oath, I 


pray God it hurt him not this cold Weather. God 
ever proſper you || CT 200 19 Bartd) 


| Sunday night the ou ue and mo : 
17th of Novemb. Tour tr 95 ft Devoted | 


. 


Fr. Bacon, 

(4) This Bertram, who, according to Caneden in his Annels of King 
Fames was a grave man above 70 years of age, and of a clear reputa- 
tion, piſtolled Sir Fabn Tyndal a maſter in Chancery, on the x2th of No- 


vember, tor making a Report againſt him, in a Cauſe where the Sum 
contended for did not exceed 200 1. By his Examination taken the 16th. 


he confeſſed it to be as foul a Murther as ever was, under the ſenſe of whick 
he hanged himſelf the next day. 
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Wo! 
From the Original. TTY 
30 . To the Lord Piſcount Villiers. 
My-very good Lord. en 


* 
" « 
1 


Am glad to find your Lordſhip mindful of your 

con buſineſſ, and if any man put you in mind 
of it, L do not diſlike that neither; But your Lordſhip 
may aſſure your ſelf in whatſoever you commit to me, 
your Lordfhips further Care ſhall be needleſs. For I de- 
fire. to take nothing from my Maſter and my Friend, 
but Care, and therein I am ſo Covetous, as I will leave 
them as little as may be. 5 et 
Now therefore things are grown to a Concluſion, 
touching your Land and Office, I will give your Lord- 
ſhip an account of that which is paſſed ; and acquaint 
your Judgement (which I know to be great and Ca- 
pable of any thing) with your own buſineſs : that 
you may diſcern the Difference between doing things 
ſubſtantially, and between ſhuffling and talking : And 
firſt for your Patent. 


Firſt, It was my Counſel and Care that your book, 
ſhould be Fee. Farme, and not Fee. Simple; Whereby the 
Rent of the Crown in ſucceſſion, is not diminiſhed, 
and yet the quantity of the Land, which you have up- 
on your value is enlarged : whereby you have both 
Honor and Profit. | 

Secondly, By the help of Sir Lyonel Cranfield J ad- 
vanced the value of Sherbourn from 2.6000 /. (which 
was thought and admitted by my Lord Treaſurer and 
Sir John Deccomb as a value of great Favor to your 

Lords 


of Sir FRAN CIS Bacon. 


Lord(hip,becauſe it was a thouſand pound more, then it 
was valued at to Somerſet ) to thirty two thouſand 
pounds, whereby there was fix thouſand pounds gotten 
and yet juſtly. 
"a bird ly, adviſed the Courſe of rating Fartington at 
a hundred years Purchaſe and the reſt at thirty five years 
Purchaſe Fee-Farme, to be ſet down and expreſſed i in 
the Warrant; that it may appear, and remain of Re- 
cord, that your Lordſhip had no other Rates made 


to you in Favor, then ſuch as Purchaſers upon Sale, 


are ſeldom drawn unto; whereby you have Honor. 
Fourthly, That Leaſe to the Feofees , which was kept 
as a ſecret in the Decke (and was not onely of Har- 
tington , but alſo of moſt of the other Particulars in 
vour book, ) I cauſed to be throughly locked into and 
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provided for; without which your aſſurance had been 


nothing worth, And yet I handled it ſo, and made 
the matter ſo well underſtood, as you were not put fo . 
be a Suitor to the Prince, for his good will in it, as 
others ignorantly thought you muſt have done. 
 Fifthly, Thie Annexation, (a) (which no ay 
dream't of, and which ſome idle bold Lawyer, would 
perhaps have faid, had been needleſs, and yet is of 
that weight, that there was never yet any man, that 
would purchaſe any ſuch Land from the King, except he 
had a Declaration to diſcharge it;) I was provident to- 
have it diſcharg'd by Declaration. 
Sixthly, Leſt it ſhould be ſaid, that your Lordſhip 
was the firſt (except the Queen and the Prince) that 
brake the Annexation, upon a mere Gift; For that o- 
thers had it diſcharged onely upon Sale which was for 


the King's Profit and N eceſſity; I found a Remedy tor; 


(4) The Annexation by which Lands c. were united or annexed to the 
Dutchys of Cornwal and Lancaſter. 


190 


was tyed to Somerſet, it would have been ſubject to 


Letters and Memoires. | 


that alſo ; becauſe I have carved it in the Declaration, 
as that this was not gift to your Lordſhip, but rather a 
henna and Exchange, (as indeed it was) for Sher- 
urn. 

Sevenebly and laſtly, I have taken Order (as much 
as in me was) that your Lordſhip in theſe things which 
you have paſſed, be not abuſed, if you part with them; 
for I have taken Notes in a book of their values and 
former Offers. TEE? * 


Now for your Of ce. 2 19: 
Firſt, Whereas my Lord Teynham at the firſt would 


have had your Lordſhip have had but one life in it, and 


he another; and my Lord Treaſurer, and the Solicitor 
and Deccombe were about to give way to it; Iturned ut- 
terly that Courſe, telling them that you were to have 
two Lives in it, as well as Somerſet naa... 
Seconaiy, 1 have accordingly in the aſſurance from 
your Deputies, made them acknowledge the 7ruſt and 
give Security not onely for your Lordſhips time, but 
aſter : ſo as you may diſpoſe (if you ſhould dye, which 
Ewould be ſorry to live to) the Profits of the Office. 
by your Will or otherwiſe to any of your Friends for. 
their comfort and advancenen n. 
Thirdly, 1 dealt ſo with Whitlocke as well as Heath 
as there was no Difficulty made of the Surrender. 
Laſtiy, I did caſt with my ſelf, That if your Lord- 
ſhip's Deput ies, had come in by Sir Edward Cooke who! 


lony ) to the, King: But now they coming in from a. 


. 


* 


of Sir FRAN CIS Bacon. 
of the fulneſs of my Minde; But I thought good to 
write this, to make you underſtand better the ſtate of 
your own buſineſſe; doing by. you as I do by the 
King; which is, to do his buſineſſe ſafely and with fore- 
fight, not onely of to morrowe or next day, but afar 
ff (3) and not to come fiddeling with a report to 
him what is done every day, but to give him up a good 
Sum in the end. | 
I purpoſe to fend your Lordſhip a Xalendar fair writ- 
ten of thoſe Evidence which concern your Eſtate, for ſo 
much as I have paſſed my hands; which in truth are 
not fit to remain with Solicitors, no nor with Friends, 
_ in ſome great Cabinet, to be made for that pur- 
pole. | et aaa 
All this while I muſt ſay plainly to your Lordſhip; 
that you fall ſhort for your preſent Charge, except you 
play the good Husband : For the Office of Lax in 
Reverſion, Darcye's Land is in Reverſion; 


preſent Profit becauſe you pay the Fee-Farme. So as you 
are a ſtrange Heteroclite in Grammar, for you want the 
prefent Tenſe ; many Yerbes want the præterperfect tenſe 
and ſome the future tenſe, but none want the preſent 
tenſe. I will hereafter write to your Lordſhip, what 
I think of for that Supply; to the end, that you may, 
as you have begun to your great Honor, deſpiſe Mony, 
where it croſſeth Reaſon of State or Vertue. But I will 

( h) Certain! the Wiſdom of Foreſight and Prevention, is far above 
the Wiſdom of Remedy; and yet I fear the following Obſervation Sir 
Fra. Bacon makes in his Eſay of Empire concerning the times in or near 
which he lived, hath been verifyed too much in others. This is true, 


« that the Wiſdom of all theſe latter times in Princes affairs, is rather Fine 
« Deliveries and ſhiftings of Dangers and Miſchiefs when they are near, 


and is in A all the Land 
in your bookes is but in Reverſſon, and yields you no 
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than ſolid or grounded Courſes to keep them aloof.” But this is but to 


(try Maſterys with Fortune: And let Men beware how they neglect and: 


© ſuffer matter of trouble to be prepared; For no man can forbid the Stark 


© nor tell whence it may come, 


trouble 
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Letters ad Memoiren 


e further at this time. God wer preſerve 
and proſper your Lordip. + $6, 


*" November 2 hg Bag Tour true and moſt devoted © 
* Servant, 8 


we, Bacon. 


| From the Original. 
To the Lord x Tons Villers. OY 
H very good Lord. | 


delivered the Proclamation for Cloth to Secretary 
Tinwood on Saturday, but he keepeth it to carry it 
own himſelf, and goeth down, as I take it to day: 
His Majeſty may percieve by the Docket of the Pro- 
clamation, that I do not onely ſtudy, but act that point 
ar the Judges, which his Majeſty commandeth 
our la 
" Yeſterday was a day of great good for his Majeſty 8 
rvice, and the peace of this Kingdom | concerning 
Duells by occaſion of Darcyes Caſe. | I ſpake big and, 
publiſhing his Majeſty's ſtreight Charge to me, ſayd it 
had ſtrook me blind, as in point of Duells and Cartels, 
Sec. 1 ſhould not knowe a Coronet from a Hatband. ] 
was bold alſo to declare how excellently his. Majeſty 
had expreſſed to me a Contemplation of his touching 
Duells; That is, that when he came forth and faw 
himſelf princely attended with goodly Nobleſſe and 
Gentlemen, he entred into the thought, that none of 
their lives were in certainty not for twenty. four hours 
from the Duel; For it was but a Heat or a Miſtaking, 


3 and 
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and then a Lye, and then a Cliauenge, afia then lute 5 
ſaying, that I did not marvel ſeeing Xerxes ſhed teares 
to think, None of his great Army ſhould be alive once 
within a 100 years, His Majeſty were touched with 
Compaſſion to think that not one of his Attendance but 
mought be dead within 24 hours by the Duell. This 
T write becauſe his Majeſty may be wary , what he 
ſayeth to me ( in things of this amen 

apt to play the Blabbe. In this alſo, I forgot not te 
prepare the Judges, and wiſh them to profeſſe, and as 
it were to denounce, That in all Caſes of Duel Capi- 
tal before them,they will uſe equal Severity towards the 
inſolent Murder by the Duel, and the zxſidious Mur- 
der; and that they will extirpate that Difference out of 

the Opinions of Men, which they did excellent well. 

I muſt alſo ſay, that it was the firſt time, that 


heard my Lord of Arundel (peak in that place; and 


I do aſſure your Lordſhip he doth excellently become 

the Court; He ſpeaketh wiſely and weigbtih, and yet 

eafily and clearly as a great Nobleman ſhould do. (4) 
There 


( 4) My Lord of Arundel deſcended from the Noble Family of the How- 
ards ; His Grandfather the Duke of Norfolke looſing his life upon the ac- 
count of Mary Queen of the Scots, and his Father ſuffering ſome years 
Impriſonment under ſentence of Condemnation z He was reſtored in 
blood, and to the titles of Arundel and Surry 1 Jac, made a privy Coun- 
cellor on the 2 5. of uh) 1616. and afterwards Earl Marſhal of England 
and General of the Army ſent againſt the Scots by Kk. Charles the iſt. But 
about the beginning of our Civil Wars he retired into Italy, where he had 
{pent part of his youth, and returned to the Religion he had then profeſ- 
ſed dying at Padua in 1646. He was a Gentleman of a noble Aſpect and of 
a noble nature, a great Virtuoſo and Antiquary, who with much care and 
coſt procurcd ſeveral valuable Antiquities and Inſcriptions to be brought 


from Afia, Greece and Italy into England, and placed them in or near his 


garden at Arundel Houſe in the Strand; many of which were very gene- 
roufly preſented by his grandſon the Duke of Norfolke to the Univerſity of 


Oxford, where they are among others of the famous Selden fixed unto 


the Walls encloſing the Theater. It were to be wiſhed, that the 
great number of antient Statues which adorned his Houſe and Gardens, 


and I fear have fince been much 3 had met with as ſaſe a Kepoſi- 
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Letters and Memoires. 


There hath been à Proceeding in. the Tings Bench 
againſt Bertram's keeper, for Miſdemeanor, and I have 
put a little Pamphlet (prettily penn d by one Mr. Trot- 
te, that I ſet on work touching the whole buſmeſs) 
to the Preſſe by my Lord Chancelors advice. J 
I pray God direct his Majeſty in the Cloth buſineſs, 
That that thorne may be once out of our ſides. His 
Majeſty knoweth my Opinion ab Antiquo. Thanks be 


to God of your Health, and long may you live to do 
us all Good. I reſt 


Tour true and moſt 
devoted Servant. 


Fr. Bacon. 


tory. The Eloquence which Sir Fra Bacon doth here commend in this Lord 
is much the ſame which in the beginning of his Advancement of Learning he 
doth attribute to the Ring, in the words of Tacitus, concerning Auguſtus 
Ceſar; Auguſto profluens, & que principem uu deceret, eloquentia fuit 


XClI. 


From the Original. 


This Letter was written to the Earl of Bucking- 
bam, on the ſame day Sir Francis Bacon was 
made Lord Keeper of the great Seal. 


My deareſt Lord 


I is both in Cares and Kindneſs, that ſmall ones. Flote 


up to the tongue, and great ones ſink down into 
the Heart in ſilence. Therefore I could ſpeak little to 


— 


your Lordſhip to day, neither had I fit time. But I 


muſt profeſſe thus much, that in this days work, you 
are 


Of Sr FRAN CIS Bacon. 


are the trueſt and perfet'ſt Mirror, and Example of 
firm and generous Friendſhip, that ever was in Court. 
And I ſhall count every day loſt, wherein I ſhall not 
either ſtudy your Weldoing in thought, or do your 
Name Honor in Speech, or perform you Service in 
Deed. Good my Lord, account and accept me 


March 7. | Tour moſt bounden and devoted 
1616, Friend and Servant of all men living. 


Fr. Bacon. C. &. 
XCIII. 


To the renowned Univerſity of Cambridge, his dear 
| and reverend Mother. 


1 am Debtor to you of your Letters, and of the 
time likewiſe, that I have taken, to anſwer them. 
But as ſoon as I could chuſe what to think on, I thought 
good to let you know; That although, you may err 
much in your valuation of me, Vet you ſhall not be 
deceived in your Aſſurance: And for the other part 
alſo, though the Manner be, to mend the Picture by 
the life; Yet I would be glad, to mend the /zfe by the 
Picture, and to become, and be, as you Expreſſe me 
to be; Your Gratulations, ſhall be no more welcome 
to me, then your buſineſs or Occaſions; which I will 
attend ; And yet not ſo, but that I ſhall endeavour, to 
prevent them, by my Care of your Good. And fo | 

commend you to God's Goodneſs. 8 | 


Gerhambury Apr. 2. © Tour moſt loving and 
I. 5 aſſured Friend and Soune 


Fr, Bacon. C. S. 
Ce 2 : XCIII. 
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Letters and Memoires 


r 
From the Original. 
To the Earl of | Buckingham. 


My ſingular good Lord. ae awe LOL, OT. 
I Am now for five or (ix days retired to my houſe 
1 


in the Country : For I think all my Lords are wil- 
ng to do, as Schollars do, who though they call 


them Holy-days, yet they mean them Play. days. 


We purpoſe to meet again on Eaſter Monday, and 
go all to the Spittal Sermon for that day, and therein 
to revive the ancient religious manner when all the 
Counſel uſed to attend thoſe Sermons ; which ſome neg- 
let in Queen Elizabeth's time, and his Majeſty's great 
Devotion in the due hearing of Sermons himſelf with 
his Counſel at the Court brought into deſuetude. But 
now our Attendance upon his Majeſty, by reaſon of 
his abſence cannot be, it is not amiſs to revive. 

I perceive by a Letter your Lordſhip did write fome 
days ſince to my Lord Brackley, that your Lordſhip 
would have the King ſatisfied by Preſidents, that letters 
Patents mought be of the dignity of an Earldom with- 
out delivery of the Patent by the King's ewn hand, or 
without the ordinary Solemnitys of a Creation. I 
find Preſidents ſomewhat tending to the ſame Purpoſe, 
yet not matching fully. But howſoever let me accord- 
ing to my faithfull and free manner of dealing with 
your Lordſhip, ſay to you, That ſince the King means 
it, I would not have your Lordſhip for the ſatisfying a 
little trembling, or panting of the Heart in my Lord 
or Lady Brack/ey, to expoſe your Lord(hip's felf, or 


my 
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o/ Sir Francis Bacox. 
my ſelf (whoſe opinion would be thought to be relyed 


Nobility of this Realm; as to have theſe Ceremonys 
of Honour diſpenſed with, which in conferring Honour 
have uſed to be obſerved, like a kind of Doctor Bu/a- 
tus without the Ceremony of a Commencement : The 
King and you know I am not Ceremonious in Nature, 
and therefore you may think (if it pleaſe you) I doit 
in Judgement. God ever preſerve you. 


Tour Lordſhip's moſt faithful 
and devoted Friend and Servant 


SET. Fr. Bacon. C. S. 
I purpoſe to ſend the Preſidents 
themſelves by my Lord of Brackley 
but I thoug 72 ve you ſome. 
taſte of my Opinion before, 


| Gahambury April 13. 1617. 
IC. 
From the Original. 
To the KING. 


Tt may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, he 
R. Vicechamberlayn hath acquainted my ſelf and 
1 the reſt of the Commiſſoners for the Marriage 
with Spain, which are here, with your Majeſty's In- 
ſtructions, ſigned by your Royal hands, touching that 
Point of the fuppreſiing of Pirates, as it hath relation 
to his Negotiatzon ; Whereupon we met yeſterday at 
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upon) or the King our Maſter to envy with the 
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* 


muſt confeſſe was altogether new to me, and open d 


* 
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my Lord Admirals at Chelſey, becauſe we were loth to 


draw. my Lord into the air, being but newly upon his 
Recovery. (4) $584 e 
Me conceive the parts of the buſineſs are Four: The 
Cbarge: the Confederations, and who ſhall be ſolicited 
or retain d to come in: The Forces and the Diſtributi- 
ons of them; and the Exterprixe. We had onely at 
this time Conference amongſt our ſelves, and ſhall a 
point ( after the Holy days) times for the calling be- 
fore us ſuch as are fit, and thereupon perform all the 
parts of your Royal Commandemene. 
In this Conference, I met with ſomewhat, whic 


hI 
but darkly neither; Whereof I think Mr. Vicechamber- 
layn will give your Majeſty ſome light for ſo we wiſh- 
ed, By occaſion whereof I hold it my Duty in reſpect 
of the great place wherein your Majeſty hath. ſet me 
(being onely made worthy by your Grace) which 
maketh it decent for me to Counſel you ad ſummas re- 
rum to intimate or repreſent to your Majeſty thus 
_—. | 

I do foreſee, in my ſimple Judgement, much Incon- 
venience to inſue, if your Majeſty proceed to this Trea- 
ty with Spazy, and that your Counſel draw nor all one 
way. I ſaw the bitter fruits of a divided Counſel the 
laſt Parlement; I ſaw no very pleaſant fruits thereof in 
the matter of the Cloth. This will be of equal, if not 


(4) Charles Lord Howard of Effingham and Earl of Nottingham, was as 
Sir Robert Maunon obſerves as goodly a Gentleman for Perſon as the times 
had any; whichi1s-confirmed- by Mr Osbourn, although his Eyes met not 
with him, ti! he was turned towards the point of eighty. He being alſo 
brave, faithful and diligent, commanded the Fleet as Lord High Admiral 


upon ſeveral Ocaſions, particularly againſt the Spaniſh Armado in 1588. 


But in the latter end ot the year 1618 He ſurrendͤred this Honourable Place 
to the King, (who confer'd it upon the Marquis of Buckingham ; ) and 
dyed in the year 1624. and of his Age the $8th. 


more 
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more Inconvenience; For whereſoever the Opinion of your 
people is material (as in many Caſes it is not) there, if 
your Counſel be united, they ſhall be able almoſt to give 
Law ro Opinion, and rumor ; but if they be divided, the 
Infuſion will not be — td the ſttength and vertue of 
the votes of your Counſel, but according to the aptneſs and 
Inclination of the Popular. This I leave to your Ma- 
jeſty in your high Wiſdom to remedy. Onely I could 
wiſh that when Sir Fohn Digbys' Inſtructions are per- 
fected, and that he is ready to go: Your ' Majeſty 
would be pleas d to write ſome formal letter, to the 
Body of your Counſel (if it ſhall be in your abſence ) 
ſignifying to them your Reſolution in General, to the 
end, that when Deliberation, ſhall be turn'd into Reſo- 
lution, no Man, howſoever he may retain the Inward- 
neſs of his Opinion, may be active in Contrarium, 
The letters of my Lords of the Council, with your 
Majeſty touching the Affairs of Ireland written largely 
and articulately, and by your Majeſty's direction, will 
much Facilitate our Labours here ; though there will 
not want Matter of Conſultation thereupon. God ever 
preſerve your Majeſty ſafe and happy. I 


London, April 1 9. Tour Majeſty's, moſt devoted 
617. and obliged Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. C. &. 


XCVI. 


Letters and Memoires 


XCVI. 
From the Original 
To the Earl of Buckingham. 


| My fingular good Lord. 


Send your Lordſhip according to the direction of 
vour letter, a Note of the Prefdents that I find in 
my Lord Brackley's buſineſs ; which do rather come 
near the Caſe then match it. Your Lordſhip knoweth 
already my Opinion, that I would rather have you 
Conſtant in the Matter, ' then Inſtant for the Time. 


I ſend alſo incloſed an Account of Council bufineſs 


way of remembrance to his Majeſty, which it may 
pleaſe you to deliver to him. 

The Queen returneth her thanks to your Lordſhip, 
for the Diſpatch of the Warrant, touching her Houſe; 
I have not yet acquainted the Lord Treaſurer , and 
Chaucelor of the Exchequer with it; but I purpoſe to 
morrow to deliver them the Warrant, and to adviſe 
with them for the executing the ſame. 

I have receiv'd the King's letter with another from 
your Lordſhip, touching the Cauſe of the Officers, and 
Sir Arthur Ingram, whereof I will be very careful to 
do them Juſtice. 

' Yeſterday I took my place in Chancery, which I 
hold onely trom the King's Grace and Favor, and your 
conſtant Friendſhip. There was much ado, and a great 
deal of World. But this matter of Pompe, which is 
Heaven to ſome Men, is Hell to me, or Purgatory at 
leaſt. It is true, | was glad to ſee, that the King's 
Choice, was ſo generally approved; and that I had 

. ſo 
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ſo much Intereſt in Mens good Wills and good Opinions, 
becauſe it maketh me the fitter Inſtrument, to do my Ma- 
ſter Service, and my Friend alſo. 

After I was ſet in Chancery I publiſhed his Majeſty's 
Charge which he gave me, when he gave me the Seal ; 
: and what Rules and Reſolutions I had taken for the 

fulfilling his Commandements. I ſend your Lordſhip 
a F Copy of that I ſaid. My Lord Hay coming to take , 
his leave of me two days before, I told him what I was 8 pag a 
meditating, and he deſired me to ſend him ſome remems ſuſcitatis 
brance of it; and ſo I could not, but ſend him another ?*7* 
Copy thereof. Men tell me, it hath done the King a 
great deal of Honour; inſomuch that ſome of my 
Friends that are wiſe Men, and no vain ones, did not 
ſtick to ſay to me, that there was not theſe ſeven years 
ſuch a preparation for a Parlement; Which was a Com- 
mendation, I confeſs pleaſed me well. I pray take ſome 
fit time to ſhew it his Majeſty, becauſe if I misunder- 
ſtood him in any thing, I may amend it, becauſe I 
know his Judgement is higher and deeper then mine. 
I take infinite Contentment to hear his Majeſty is in 
great good health and vigor; I pray God preſerve and 
continue it. Thus wiſhing you well above all Men li- 
ving, next my Maſter and his. I reſt 


Dorſet-houſe, which putteth 


me inmind to thank your Lord- ; | 
I or ay & was tah- Tour true and devoted 


ing York-Houſe. | Friend and $ ervant, | 
May 8. 1617 8 


Fr. Bacon. 5 C. 
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XCVII. 


An Account of Council buſineſs, and of other 
Matters committed to me by his Majeſty. 


Irſt, For 8 At which time there was great 
F - apprehenſion of Tumult by Prentices, and looſe 
people. There was never ſuch a ſtill. The Remedyes 
that did the effect were three. 5 1 $6] 
"Firſt, the putting in Muſter of the Trayned Bands and 
Military Bands in a brave Faſhion that Way. Next the 
laying a ſtrait Charge upon the Mayor, and Aldermen 
for the City, and Juſtices of the Peace for the Suburbs, 
that the Prentices and others mought go abroad with 
their Flags and other Gauderys ; but without weapon 
of Shot and Pique, as tliey formerly took liberty to 
do. Which Charge was exceeding well performed and 
obeyed.” And the /aft was, that we had according to 
our Warrant Dormant, ſtrengthen d our Commiſſions of 
tlie Peace in London and Middleſex, with new Clauſes 
of Lieutenancy; which as ſoon as it was known abroad 
all was quiet by the Terror it wrought. This I write, 
becauſe it maketh good my further Aſſurance, I gave 
his Majeſty at his firſt removes, that all ſhould be qui- 
et, for which Ireceiv'd his Thanks. E 
For the Iriſh Affairs, I received this day, his Maje- 
fty's letter to the Lords, which we have not yet open d, 
but ſhall ſit upon them this Afternoon. I do not forget, 
beſides the Points of State, to put my Lord Treaſurer 
in remembrance, that his Majeſty laid upon him the 
Care of the Improvement of the Revenue of Ireland, 
by all good means, of which I find his Lordſhip very 
Careful, and I will help him the beſt I can. Bn 


The 


of Sir FRAN CIS Baco N. 


The matter of the Revenue of the Recuſants here in 
England, I purpoſe to put forward by a Conference 
with my Lord of Canterbury, upon whom the King 
layd it, and upon Secretary Winwood; and becauſe it is 
Matter of the Exchequer, with my Lord Treaſurer 
and Mr. Chancellor, and after to take the Aſſiſtance of 
Mr. Attorney, and the learned Counſel, and when we 
have pur it in a Frame tocertifie his Majeſty. 

The buſineſs of the Pyrates is, I doubt not by 
this time come to his Majeſty upon the letters of us 
the Commiſſioners, whereof I took ſpecial Care ; And 
I muſt ſay I find Mr. Vice-Chamberlayn a good able Man 
with his Pen. But to ſpeak of the main buſineſs which 


is the Match with Spain, the King knows my Mind. 


by a former letter ; that I would be glad it proceeded 


with an United Counſel ; Not but that Votes, and 


Thoughts are to be free : But yet after a King hath 
reſolved, all Men ought to Cooperate and neither to 
be active nor much Loguutive in Oppofitum ; eſpecially 
in a Caſe , where a few diſſenting from the reſt, may 
hurt the buſineſs in foro fame, 5 

Tieſterday, which was my weary day, I bid all the 
Judges to Dinner, (which was not uſed to be) and 
entertained them in a private withdrawing Chamber, 
with the learned Counſel. When the Feaſt was paſſed, 
I came amongſt them, and ſet me down at the end of 
the Table, and pray d them to think, I was one of them 


* In point 
of Repu- 
tation. 


and but a Foreman. I told them I was weary and 


therefore muſt be ſhort , and that I would now ſpeak 
to them upon two points. Whereof the one was that I 


would tell them plainly, That I was firmly perſwa- 


ded, that the former Diſcords and Differences between 
the Chancery and other Courts were but Fleſh and Blood ; 
and that now the Men were gon, the matter was gon; 
And that for my part as I wud not ſuffer any 2 eaſt 
| 2 Dimi- 


204 


Letters and Memoires. 
diminution or derogation from the ancient and due pow- 
er of the Chancery, ſo if any thing ſhould be brought to 
them at any timè, touching the Proceedings of the Chan- 
cery, which did ſeem to them Exorbitant or Inordinate; 
that they ſhould freely and friendly acquaint me with 


it, and we ſhould ſoon agree; or if not, we had a 


Maſter, that could eaſily both diſcern and rule. At 
which Speech of mine, beſides a great deal of Thanks 
and Acknowledgement, I did ſee Chear and Comfort in 
their Faces, as it it were a new Worle. 

The Second Point was, that I let them know, how 


his Majeſty at his going gave me Charge, to call and 


which I ſee they go on with ſeriouſly. (a) 


receive from them the Accounts of their Circuits, ac- 
cording to his Majeſty's former Preſcripr, to be ſet down. 
in writing, And that I was to tranſmit the Writings 
themſelves to his Majeſty, and accordingly as ſoon as. 
1 have receiv d them, I will ſend them ta is Majeſty. 
Some two days before I had a Conference with. 
ſome Judges, ( not all, but fuch as I did chooſe) touch- 
ing the High Commiſion,” and the extending of the fame 
in ſome Points, which I ſee I ſhall be able to diſpatch 
by Conſent, without his Majeſty's further trouble. 
1 did call upon the Committees alfo for the Pro- 

ceeding in the purging of Sir Edward Cotes Reports, 


Thanks 
(4) During the time that my Lord Chief Juſtice Coke lay under the 


Diſpleaſure of the Court, for the reaſons I have mention'd in the Diſ-» 


courſe preceding theſe Letters ; ſome Information was given to the King, 


that he having publiſhed eleven books of Reports, had written many things 


51 his Majeſty's Prerogative. And being commanded to explain ſome 
of them, My Lord Chancellor Elleſmere doth thereupon in his Letter of 
22th of Octob. 1616. write thus to the King. According to your Maj eſtys 
directions fignifyed unto, me by Mr. Solicitor, T called the Lord Chief Fuſtice be- 
fore me, on Thurſday the. 17th inſtant, in preſence. of Mr, Attarney and others of 
your learned Caunſel. I did let him know your Majeſty's acceptance of the few 


 Animadverfuons , which upon Review of his own labours, he had ſent tho fewer 


then you expected, and his Excuſes other then you expected. And did at the 


ſame 
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Thanks be to God, we have not much to do for 
Matters of Counſel, and I ſee now that his Majeſty is 
as well able by his letters to govern England from Scot... 
land, as he was to govern Scotland from England, . 


ſame time inform him, that his Majeſty was diffatisfied with ſeveral other 
Paſſages therein ; and thoſe not the principal Points of the Caſes judged, 
but deliver'd by way of Expatiation, and which might have been omitted 
without prejudice to the Judgement : Of which ſort the Attorney and Soli-, 
citor-general, did for the preſent onely ſelect five, which being deliver d 
to the Chief Juſtice on the 17th of October: he returns his Anſwers at large 
upon the 21ſt. of the ſame Month, the which 1 have ſeen under his own 
hand. Tis true the Lord Chancellor wiſhed he might have been ſpared all? 
Service concerning the 27 Fuſtice, as remembring the 5th Petition of, 
Dimitte nobis Debita noſtra, &c. Inſomuch that though a Committee of 
Judges was appointed to confider theſe Books, yet the Matter ſeems to 
have ſlept, til after Sir Fra. Bacon was made Lord Keeper: it revived, and 
two Judges more were added to the former. Whereupon Sir Edward Coke 
doth by his Letter make his humble Suit to the Eartof Buckingham. 1. That 
if his Majeſty ſhall not be ſatisfyed with his former Offer, viz. by the Ad- 
vice of the Judges, to explain and publiſh - thoſe Points, ſo as no ſhadow 
may remain againſt his Prerogative; That then all the Judges of England © 
may be called thereto: 2. That they might certify alſo what Caſes he had 
publiſhed for.his Majeſty's Prerogative and Benefit, for the good of the 
Chucch and quieting Mens Inheritances, and good of the Commonwealth. 
But Sir Edward being then or ſoon after coming into Favor by the Mar- 
riage of his Daughter, I conceive there was no farther Proceedings in this. 
Affair. It will be needleſs for me to declare what reputation theſe Books. 
have, among the Profeſſors of the Law; but I cannot omit upon this Oc- 
caſion, to take Notice of 2 Character Sir Fra. Bacon had ſome time before- 
given them in his Propofition to the King, touching the Compiling and 
Amendment of the Laws of England. To give every Man his due, had it. 
© not been for Sir Edward Coke's Reports (Which though they may have Er- 
©roxs, and ſome peremptory and extrajudicial Reſolutions more than are: 
© warranted, yet they contain infinite good Deciſions and Rulings over of 
© Caſes ; )- the law by this time had been almoſt like a Ship without Bal- 
© laſt ; For that the Caſes of modern experience, are fled from thoſe, that: 
© are. adjudged and ruled in former Time, 
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Caſe of the Lord Brackley. Referred t to in 
che foregoing Letter. 


| * Lo Hay. 


was created Baron. of Sawley, 
ij, 1 3. Regis, without the Ceremony of 
as I rake it) but then the Patent was (as I 
conceive it t alſo) delivered to the Perſon of the ſaid 


Lord Hay, by the King's own hands; and again the 


Dignity « — a Baron hath incident to it, onely the Ce- 
remony of Robes, and not the. Cinfture of the Sword, 


Coronet, &c. 


The Duke of Lenox was created Earl of | Richmond 
6 of Octobris x1. Regis without any the Oeremonies (as 
I take it) but the Patent Cas I conceive it alſo). was 
deliyet d to the perſon of the ſaid Duke, with the 
hands of the King; and again in regard he was inveſt- 
ed of the ſuperior Dignity of Duke of Scotland, the 
Ceremonies were not fo fit to be iterateu. 

Fins Henry VIIth created Edward Courtenay y Knight 
Earl of Devon 26. Octobris 1, Regri, FR Elte — 5 a 
Weſtmonaſterium. &e. Whereby it may be collected, that 
it was done without the Solemaities ; For that where 
the Solemnities were performed, it hath uſed to be 
with a Hiſce Teſtibus, and not Teſte meipſo; And whe- 
ther it were deliver'd with the King's hand or not, it 
appears not. 

Edward VI. created William Earl of Eſex Marquis 
of Northampton 16, Feb. x Edw. 6. and it is mention d 
to be per Cincturam r Cappam Honoris, & Circuli. 
aurei A t whether the DEUyery was by. 


the 
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the King's own hand v0 Conſtat, but it was Teſte me. 
ipſo and not Hiſce Teſtibus, _ | 

The ſame King created John Viſcount L'1ſle Earl of 
Warwick, the ſame time, and it is mentioned to be per 
Cinfluram gladij, &c. but it was Teſte meipſo, and not 
Hiſce Teſtibus. | EE rs, gs: ; 

Edward VI. created Thomas Lord Wriotheſley Earl of 
Southampton in the ſame day, and in the ſame manner, 
with a Teſte meipſo and not Hiſce Teſtibus. Theſe three 
Creations being made upon one day and when the King, 
was a Child of about 9 years old, and in the very en- 
trance of his Reign, for the Patents bear date at the 
Tower of London, doth make me conjecture that all the 
Solemnities were performed, but whether the King en- 
dured to be preſent at the whole Ceremony and to de- 
liver the Patents, with his own hand, I doubt; For 
that I find that the very ſelf ſame day, year and place, 
the King created his Uncle the Earl of Hartford, to 
be Duke of Somerſet per Cincturam gladij, Cappam Ho- 
noris, & Circuli aurei impoſitionem, & traditionem Virgu- 
la aureæ, with a Hiſce Teſtibus and not Teſte meipſo, 
and with a Datum per manus noſtras : but theſe things 
are but conjectural 2 PRA 

I find no Prefidents for a Non obſtante, or a Diſpenſa- 
tion with the Solemnities, as the Lord Brackley;s Bill 


* 


was penned. 
XCIX. 


From the Original. 
To the Earl of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord. | | of VEE OA RY 
T Shall write to your Lordſhip. of a buſineſs, which 
your Loxdihip may think to concern my ſelf; * 
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Ido think it concerneth your Lordſhip much more. For 
as for me as my Judgement is not ſo weak, to think it 
can do me any hurt, 40 9 Love to you is fo ſtrong, as 
Iwould prefer the Food you and [yours,. before mine 
own articular. SHI C4 7 IL IT) MX 

It ſeemeth Secretary Winwood hath officionſly buſied | 
Kimfelf to make a March between your Brother and 
Sir Edward Cotes Daughter; And as we Hear he doth 


it rather to make a Fa 10m then dut of any great Af. 


ſection to your Lordſhip :© It is true, he hath the Con- 
ſent. of Sir Edward: Cote (as we Hear) upon 0- 
nable Conditions for your Brother, and yet no better 
then without queſtion, may be Fund in | fortte other 
Matches.” But the Mother's Conſent is not had, nor 
the young Gentlewoman's, Who expecteth a great 
Fortune from her Mother, Which without her Conſent 
is endangered. This Match, out of my Faith and 
Freedom towards your Lordſhip, hold very inconve- 
*nient both for your Brother ani your ſelf. 

EFirſt, He ſhall marry into a diſgraced Houſe, which 
i reaſon of State'is never held po 

Next, He ſhall: marry into a troubled Houſe of Man 

and Wife, which in Religion and Chriſtian Diſcretion, 

bs 15 dilliked. 1 iel — 1 11 2 { 

"Thirdly, 'YourLordſhip will go Belt 40 J00ſe all ſuch 
your Friends as are adverſe to Sir Edward Coke, (my 
{elf onely except, who out of a pure Love and thank- 

fulneſs ſhall ever be Firm to you.) 


And /aftly, and chiefly, (believe it ) It will greatly 

' weaken and diſtract the King's Service; For though in 

regard of the King's great Wiſdom and” Depth, I am 
perſuaded thoſe things will not follow, which they 

imagin ; yet Opinion will do a great deal. of Farm, 

and caſt the King back, and make him relapfe into 

thoſe Inconveniencys which are now well on to be re- 


covered. Ther- 


* 


of ir Fr ancis BAC ON. 


Therefore my Advice is, and your Lordſhip ſhall do 
your ſelf a great deal of Honour; If according to Re- 
ligion and the Law of God, your Lordſhip will ſigni- 
fie unto my Lady your Mother, That your deſire is, 
That the Marriage be not preſſed or proceeded in with- 
out the Conſent of both Parents, and ſo either break 
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it altogether, or defer any further delay in it, till your 


Lordſhip's Return: And this the rather, ſor that (be- 
ſides the Inconvenience of the Matter it ſelf) It hath 


been carried ſo harſhly and inconſiderately by Secreta- 
- Winwood, as for doubt that the Father ſhould take 


away the Maiden by Force; the Mother to get the 

Start hath convey'd her away ſecretly; which is ill of 
all ſides. Thus hoping your Lordſhip will not onely 
accept well , but believe my faithful Advice, who by 
my great Experience i in the World, muſt needs ſee fur- 


ther then Your EY can, ever reſt 


* our Lordſhip's true and moſt 3 
Friend and Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. C. . 


I 0 not NF) from your Lordſhip ſrce 1 ſent the 
King my laſt Account of Counſel Buſineſs, but I aſſure m my 


ſelf you receiv'd it, becauſe ] ſent at the ſame time a Pac 


et to Secretary Laque who hath fignifyed to me that he 


hath received it. 
I pray your Lordſhip deliver to bi wad this Fane 


oo of Chancery . 


a 12. 1627. 


* 2; «5 , . x 
: ; : 1 1 
E e C. Fron 
"BE | rom 
i 4 . , Y * 
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e 
From the Original. 
To the KING. 
. It may leaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
Think it agreeable to my Duty, and the great 
Obligation, wherein I am tyed to your Majeſty, 
to be freer then other Men in giving your Majeſty 


faithful Counſel, while things are in paſling; and more 


bound then other Men in doing your Commandments, 
when your Reſolution is ſetled, and made known to me. 
1 ſhall therefore moſt humbly crave Pardon from 


your Majeſty, if in plaineſs and no leſs humbleneſs, 


Cauſe which concerneth the Governour of Diepe. 


I deliver to your Majeſty my honeſt, and diſſintereſſed 
Opinion, in the buſineſs of the Match of Sir Jobn Vil- 
tiers, which I take to be Magnum in parvo : preſerving 
always the Laws and Duties of a Firm Friendſhip, to 
my. Lord of Buckingham whom I will never ceaſe to 
love, and to whom I have written already, but have 
heard yet from his Lordſhip. - th 
But Firſt, I have three Suits to make to your Maje- 
ſty, hoping well, you will grant them all. 11 
The Firſt is, That if there be any Merit in drawing 
on that Match; your Majeſty would beſtow the thanks 
not upon the Zeal of Sir Edward Coke to pleaſe your 
Majeſty; nor upon the eloquent Perſuaſions or Prag- 
matical's of Mr. Secretary Winwood; but upon them, 
that carrying your Commandments and Directions 
with Strength and Juſtice, in the matter of the Gover- 


nour of Diepe (a); in the matter of Sir Robert Rich; 


(4) All that I have ſeen relating to the Difference between the Gaver- 
zour of Diepe, and Sir Edward Coke, is contained in a letter of Secretary 
Winwoed's to my Lord of Buckingham, dated the 29th of Fune this year, 
and in theſe Words. Sir Edward Coke hath conſigned into the hands of 
the Lords 2 400 l. for the Satisfaction of the French Ambaſſador, in the 


and 


of Sir Francis Bacox. 


and in the matter of protecting the Lady, according 
to your Majeſty's Commandment; have ſo humbled 
Sir Edw. Coke, as he ſeeketh now that with Submiſſion, 
which (as your Majeſty knoweth ) before he rejected 
with Scorn: For this is the true Orator, that hath 
perſuaded this buſineſs ; as I doubt not but your Ma- 
jeſty in your excellent Wiſdom doth eaſily diſcern. 
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My Second Suit is, That your Majeſty would not think | 


me fo puſillanimous; as that I, that when I was but 


Mr. Bacon, had ever (through your Majeſty's Favour) 


good Reaſon at Sir Edward Cotes hands, when he was 
at the greateſt ; ſhould now that your Majeſty of your 
reat goodneſs, hath placed me fo near your Chair, 
(being as I hope by God's Grace, and your Inſtructi- 


ons, made a Servant according to your Heart and 


Hand ) fear him or take Umbrage of him, in reſpe of 
mine own particular, 'Y: 


My Third Suit is, T hat if your Majeſty be reſolved 


the Match ſhall go on, after you have heard my Rea- 
ſons to the contrary ; I may receive therein your par 
ticular Will and Commandments from your ſelf; that 
I may conform my ſelf thereunto; imagining with my 
ſelf ( though I will not wager on Women's Minds ) 
that I can prevail more with the Mother, than any 
other Man. For if I ſhould be requeſted in it from 
my Lordof Buckingham; the Anſwers of a true Friend 
ought to be, That I had rather go againſt his mind 
then againſt his good: But your Majeſty I muſt obey: 
And beſides I ſhall conceive that your Majeſty out of 
your great Wiſdom and Depth, doth ſee thoſe things 
which I ſee not. 


Now therefore, not to hold your Majeſty with many 


Words, (which do but drown Matter) Let me moſt 
humbly deſire your Majeſty, to take into your Royal 
Conſideration, That the State is at this time not onely 
17 5 | E. 2 | in 
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of Peace ( which is the bo 
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in good Quiet and Obedience, but in good Affection 
d Diſpoſition. Your Majeſty's Prerogative and Au- 
thority having riſen ſome juſt Degrees above the Hori» 
zo# more then heretofore; which hath diſperſed Va- 
pors : Your Judges are in good Temper ; your Juſtices 

5 of the Gentlemen of Eng- 
land) grow to be loving and obſequious, and to be 
weary of the Humour of Ruffling: All mutinous 
Spirits grow to be a little poor, and to draw in their 
Horns; and not the leſs for your Majeſty's diſauctori- 
zing the Man I ſpeak of. Now then I reaſonably doubt, 


that if there be but an Opinion of his Coming in, with 


the Strength of ſuch an Alliance ; it will give a Turn 
and Relapſe in Mens minds, into the former ſtate of 
Things, hardly to be holpen, to the great weakning 
of your Majeſty's Service. 5 
Again, Your Majeſty may have perceived, that as 


far as it was fit for me in Modeſty to adviſe; I was ever 


for a Parlement, (which ſeemeth to me to be Cardo re- 


rum or ſumma ſummarum for the preſent Occaſions. ) But 
this my Advice was ever Conditional; That your Maje- 


1 have erred :' For my Errours ſhall always be ſupplied 


Smoke to get in, will fer all on Fire when he is in. 


fty ſhould £0 to a Parlement with a Counſel United and not 
Diſtrafed: And that your Majeſty will give me leave 
never to expect, if that Man come in. Not for any 
Difference of mine own; (for I am Omnibus omnia for 
your Majeſty's Service) but becauſe he is by Nature 
Unfociable, and by Habit Popular, and too old now 
to take a new Phe. And Men begin already to Col. 
lect, yea and to Conchude, that he that raiſeth ſuch a 


It may pleaſe your Majeſty now I have ſaid, I have 
done; And as I think I have done a Duty not unwor- 
thy the firſt year of your laſt high Favour: I moſt hum. 
bly pray your Majeſty to pardon me, if in any thing, 


by 


of Sir Francis Bacon. 


by Obedience; And fo I conclude with my Prayers, 
= = Happy Preſervation of your Majeſty's Perſon 
and Eſtate, | 15 


From Gorhambury Tour Majeſty's moſt humble 


this 25th of ul 
8 2 beg a Jy bounden, and moſt devoted 
Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. C. &. 
Cl. h 
From the Original. 
To the Earl of Buckingham. 
ih ven good Lord, | 
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I Do think long to hear from your Lordſhip, touch« 


ing my laſt Letter, wherein I gave you my Opi- 


nion touching your Brother's Match. As I then ſhewed 


my Diſlike of the Matter, ſo the Carriage of it here in 
the manner I diſlike as much. If your Lordſhip think 
it is Humour or Intereſt in me that leads me, God 
judge my Sincerity. But-I muſt ſay, that in your ma- 
ny noble Favours towards me, they ever moved and 
flowed from your ſelf, and not from any of your 
Friends whatſoever; And therefore in requital, give 
me leave, that my Counſels to you again be referred to 
your Happineſs, and not to the Deſires of any of your 
Friends. I ſhall ever give you, as I give my Maſter-, 
ſafe Counſel and ſuch as Time will approve. ', 

I receiv'd' yeſterday from Mr. Attorney the Queen's 
Bill, which Iſend your Lordſhip: The payment is not 
out of Lands, but out of the Cuſtoms, and ſo it can 
be but the Rent. Your Lordſhip remembreth, it is but 


2:14. q Letter. and Memoires. ie 


in «ls which I hope {hall never be; that i is, after 
his Majeſty's Death, if ſhe: ſurvive. aer ever * 
10d di ag | | ; 


Tour Lordſhip 8 moſt Py Rt: 
* devoted 22 rann, 


K. Bacon. CS. 


— * 


1 this s 
9 
1617. 


— 


=: 
To the KING. 


It may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty. | 
Dare not preſume any more to reply upon your 
Majeſty, but I reſerve my Defence till I attend 

your Majeſty at your ha py Return : when I hope ve- 

rily to approve my al not onely a trye Servant to 
your Majeſty, but a Friend to my Lord of Buck- 
ingbam; And for the times alſo; I hope to give your 
Majeſty a good Account, though Diſtance .of Place 
may obſcure: them. But there is one part gur Ma- 
 jefby's Letter, that I could-be ſorry to take time to An 

ſper; which is that your Majeſty conceives, That 
whereas I wrote that the heighth of my Lords Fortune 
might make him ſecure, I mean that he was turned 
proud, or unknowing of himſelf; Surely the Opinion 
Lever had of my Lord ( wheroof” your Majeſty is beſt 
Witneſs.) is far from that, But my meaning was plain 
and ſimple, that his Lordſhip might through his reat 
Fortune, be the leſs. apt to caſt and foreſee the Unlaith- 
fulneſs of Friends, and the Malignity of Enemies, and 
Aceidents of Time. Which is-a Judgement (your , 


nen knoweth better n Fd) that the Wee 


%. 
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makes of the beſt, and beſt tempered Spirits, at ſunt res 
humane ; inſomuch that Guicciardine maketh the Judge. 
ment ( not of a particular Perſon ) but of the wiſeſt 
State of Europe, the Senate of Venice; when he faith 
their Proſperity had made them ſecure, and under 
weighers of Perils. Therefore I befeech your Majeſty 
to deliver me in this from any the leaſt Imputation to 
my Dear and Noble Lord my Friend. And ſo expect- 
ing, that that Sun which when it went from us left us 
cold Weather, and now it is returned towards us hath 
brought with ita bleſſed harveſt; will, when it com 


eth to us, diſpel and diſperſe all Miſts and Miſtakings. 
Fuly 31. 1617. | oy a 
Sn 
OO From the Original, 
Too the Earl of Buckingham. 


h/ very good Lord, 2 5 rs 
Ince my laſt to your Lordſhip, I did firſt ſend for 

z J Mr. Attorney general, and made him know, that 
ſince J heard from Court, I was reſolved to further the 
Match and the Conditions thereof for your Lordlhip's. 
Brother's Advancement the beſt I could. I did fend: 
alſo: to my Lady Hatton and ſome other ſpecial friends, 
to'let them know, I would in any thing declare my ſelf- 
for the Match; which I did to the end, that if they had: 
any Apprehenſion of my Aſſiſtance, they mought be 
diſcouraged in it. I ſent alſo to Sir John Butler, and 
after by Letter to my Lady your Mother, to tender my 
performance of any good Office.towards the Match or- 
the Advancement from the Mother. This was all I. 
could think of for the preſent. L. did: 


: 
} 5 r . 
4 
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I did ever foreſee, that this Alliance would go near 
to leeſe me your Lordſhip, that I hold fo dear; And 
that was the onely Reſpect particular to my ſelf that 
moved me to be as I was, till IL heard from you. But 
Iwill rely upon your Conſtancy and Nature and my 
own Deſerving, and the firm Tye we have in reſpect of 
the King's Service. 
In tlie mean time I muſt a little complain to your 
Lordſhip, that 1 do hear my Lady your Mother and 
Four Brother Sir John do ſpeak of me with ſome bitter- 
neſs and neglect. I muſt bear with the one as a Lady, 
und the other as a Lever, and with both for your 
Lordſhip's ſake, whom I will make Judge of any thing 
they ſhall have againſt me. But I hope though I be a 
true Servant to your Lordſhip, you will not have me 
to be a Vaſſal to their Paſſions, ſpecially as long as they 
are governed by Sir Edward Coke and Secretary Win- 
wood, the latter of which I take to be the worſt ; For 
Sir Edward Coke, I think is more modeſt and diſcreet. 
Therefore your Lordſhip ſhall do me Right, and yet I 

- ſhall take it for Favour, if you ſignify to them that 
you have received Satisfaction from me, and would 
have them uſe me friendly, and in good manner. God 
keep us from theſe long Journeys and Abſence which 
make Miſunderſtandings and give Advantage to Un- 
truth, and God ever proſper and preſerve your Lord- 


op. 


|  Gmbanbwy nis Tour Lordſhips true and devoted 
. 2% 7 Friend and Servant, 


* . 
0 K. 

. : * * o - 
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CIV. 
4 From the Original 85 
To the Earl of Buckingham 


My ever er beſt Lord, now better then your fall. : 


12 Lordſhip's Pen or rather Pencil hath pourtrai- 
ed towards me ſuch Magnanimity and Nobleneſs 
and true Kindneſs; as methinketh I ſee the Image of 
ſome ancient Virtue, and not any thing of theſe times. 
It is the Line of my Life, and not the Lines of my 
Letter, that muſt expreſs my Thankfulneſs: . Wherein 
if 1 fail, then God fail me, and make me as miſcrable, 
as I think my ſelf at this time Happy, by this reviver, 
through his Majeſty's ſingular Clemency, and your In- 
comparable Love and Favour, God preſerve you, proſ- 
per you, and reward you, for your Kindneſs to 


Tour nodded and infiaitely 


s. 22. 1617. * lige 1 Frie 7 and ms A 
| Fr, Bacon, CS. | 


From the Original. 
re the Earl of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord, 


Send your Lordſhip the "Certificate 3 the 
Inrollement of Prentices. We can find no ground 
ber it by Law. My ſelf ſhall ever be ready to further 
FT | things 


* ; 
* 


E hings that your Lordſhip commendeth ; but where 
tho Matter will not bear it; your Lordſhip I know, will 
think not the worſe, but the better of me, if I ſignify 


the true ſtate of things to your Lordſhip ; reſting ever 
. Tork-houſe this-2 9th ; Tour Lordſhip's true Friend 
of Offober 1617. and devoted Servant, 
7 Ft. Bacon. C. S. 
5 The Certificate. Fol 


A Ccording to his Majeſty's Command ſignified by 
{ A your Lordſhips Letters, we have adviſedly con- 
ſiderd of the Petition touching the Inrollement of Ap- 
prentices Indentures, and heard the Petitioners Coun- 
ſel, and do find as followeth : $e, 
1. That the Act of Parlement 59 Eliz. doth not 
warrant the erecting of an Office to Inrolle ſuch Inden 
tures in Cities, Towns Corporate, or Market Towns. 
But if any ſuch Inrollement ſhould be, it my be by 
the Officers there, who are aſſigned to perfofm ſundry 
other things touching Apprentices and Servants. 
2. That in Country Villages (for which the Suite 
carries moſt Colour) we cannot give the Suiters hope, 
Ne that any profit will be there made, warrantable by 
Law. | 
Thus we have (according to our Duties) certified 
our Opinions of this Petition, ſubmitting the ſame ne- 
vertheleſs to his Majeſty's great Wiſdom, and reſt, 


b eb. 25. 1617. At your Lordſhip's Command. 
F. Bacon. C. S. H. Montague. Tho. Coventry. 
2 8 1 
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From the Original. 1 Ma 
To the Earl of Buclingbam. 
very good Lord. e 
HE liking which his Majeſty hath of our Pro- 
ceeding concerning his Houſehold, telleth me 
that his Majeſty cannot but diſlike the declining and 
tergiverſation of the inferiour Officers; which by this 
time he underſtandeth. | 
There be but four kinds of Retrenchments. r. The 
Union of Tables. 2. The putting down of Tables. 
3- The Abatement of Diſhes to Tables. 4. The Cutting 
off new Diets and Allowance lately raiſed; And yet per- 
aps ſuch as are more neceſſary then ſome of the old. 
In my Opinion the firſt is the beſt and moſt feaſible. 
The Lord Chamberlains Table is the principal Table of 
State. The Lord Steward 's Table I think is much fre- 
quented by Sæottiſp Gentlemen. Your Lordſhip's Ta- 
ble hath a great Attendance; And the Groom of tlie 
Stole's' Table is much reſorted to by the Bedchamber. 
Theſe would not be touched. But for the reſt (his 
Majeſty's Caſe conſider d) I think they may well be 
united into one. | e <0 Lb 
Theſe things are out of my Element, but my Care 
runneth , where the King's State moſt laboureth: 


Sir Lionel Cranfield ( a) is yet ſick, for which I am 
Sir Lionel Cranfield was a Man of ſo much note in theſe times, and ſo 
often named in theſe Papers, that I cannot omit taking ſome notice of his 
good and bad Fortunes. He was bred a Merchant, yet by his great Abili- 
ties in, and application to Buſineſs, and the relation he had to my Lord of 
Buckingham by Marriage, he was raiſed to be Maſter of the Court of Re- 
queſts, then of the Wardrobe, and after of the Court of Wards, Created 
Lord Cranfield, and Earl of Middleſex : miſſing the Lord Keeper's places he 
was conſtituted Lord High Treaſurer, which being an Office he underſtood 
as well as any ; We may-conclude his Integrity fell ſhort of his Ability, 
from the ſevere Judgment given againſt him;by the Houſe of Lords in 1624. 


12 „„ very 
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very. ſorry ; for methinks his Majeſty upon theſe Toſ- 
ſings over of his buſineſs from one to others hath an apt 
occaſion to go on with Subcommittees. God ever pre- 
ſerve and proſper you. | 


- "Tork-Houſe, Tour Lordſbip's true Friend 
k Metz and devoted Servant, 


Fr. Bacon. C. S. 
CVII. 
From the Original | 
To the Earl of Buckingham. 5 

; My very good Lord, | A; 
Eſterday at Afternoon were read at the Table his 

1 Majeſty's two Letters, written with his own hand, 
the matter worthy the hand. For they were written ex 
Arte Imperandi, if I can judge; and I hope they and 
the like will diſenchaunt us of the opinion, which yet 
ſticks with us, that to day will be as yeſterday, and 
to morrow as to day, ſo as there will be (as he 
faith) Acribus initits, Fine incurioſo (a)  _—+ 
1 hold my Opinion given in my former Letter, that 
the uniting of ſome Tables, is the moſt paſſable way; 


but that is not all: For when that is done, the King 


may ſave greatly in that which remaineth. For if it 


(4) One of the Letters here mention d to be writ by the King, is Print. 
ed in the Cabala. In the other I ſuppoſe his Majeſty apprehends that the 
vigor the Council at firſt ſhew'd in reducing the charge of his Houſhold, 
would. not. be of long continuance. It being obſerv'd by Tacitzs, in the 
words here cited, to be a thing not unuſual in publick affairs, That violent 
beginnings had negligent Concluf ont. 05 

. : : b 2 


Of Sir FRAN cis Bacon. 
be ſet down, what Tables ſhall be fixed, and what Diet 


allowed to them: My Steward (as ill a Meſnager as I 


am) or my Lord Mayor's Steward can go near to tell, 
what charge will go near to maintain the Proportion. 
Then add to that ſome large allowance for Waſt, (be- 
cauſe the Ting ſhall not leeſe his Prerogative to be de- 


ceiv' d more than other men) and yet no queſtion there will 


be a great retrenchment. But againſt this laſt abatement 
will be fronted the payment of Arreres. But I con- 
feſs, I would be glad that I mought ſee, or rather, that 
a Parliament may ſee, and chiefly that the Jing (for his 
own quiet) may ſee, that upon fuch a Sum pay d, ſuch 
an Annual Retrenchment will follow : For things will 
never be done in act, except they be firſt done in conceit. 
I know theſe things do not pertain to me; For my 
part 1s to acquit the King,s Office towards God, by admini. 
ftration of Juſtice, and to oblige the Hearts of his People 
to bim by the ſame, and to maintain his Prerogative, But 
yet becauſe it is in hoc, that the King's caſe laboureth, 
I cannot but yield my care and my ſtrength too, in 
Counſell, ſuch as it is, which cannot be ſo much as it 
was between our Lady-day, and Michaelmas laſt. But 
whatſoever it is, it is wholly his Majeſty's, without 
any Deflexion. EEE. mg 
As ſoon as I find any poſſibility of Health in Sir Lyo- 
nel Cranffeld, to execute a Sub- commiſſon; I will byConter= 
ence with him frame a Draught of a Letter from his Ma- 
jeſty, for which there is the faireſt occaſion in the world. 
And the King hath prepared it as well as poſſible. God: 
ever preſerve and proſper you. 


a hon, 22 Iour Lordſhip's true Friend 
n and devoted Servant, 


nee . Fr. Bacon, Co 
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Cin. 
From the Original. 
To the Earl of nin) 


uh very good Lord. 


Send your Lordſhip a Draught of a Letter coi ; 
ing the Sub- commiſſon, written in wide lines, be- 
cauſe 5 m pl be the better amended by his Majeſty. 
I think it is ſo penn d as none can except to it, no nor 
imagin any thing of it. For the Houſhold-buſineſs, 


there was given a Fortnights day: For the Penſions the 


courſe which J firſt propounded of abating of a rhird 


throughout, and ſome wholly ſeemeth well enter d in- 
to. Theſe be no ill beginnings. But this courſe of the 


Subcommiſſion thriddes all the King's $ buſineſs.” 0 © ever 
preſerve and proſper . 


„ 1 
++ BE WP, 


Twk-Houle, R Lordſhips true gie, 
8 Wo aud devoted Servant, 


55 Bela, c 8 
Sir 2 — is now v reaorably well recover 3 


Draught of the ; Subcommilſon : 


thy Lords, 


N this firſt and greateſt branch of our Char rge-con- 
cerning our Houſe ; we do find what difficulties 
are made, and what time is loſt, in diſputing and of 
deviſing upon the manner of doing it ; whereof the 


matter 
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matter muſt be, and is fo wy reſolved. Neither can 
we but ſee in this, as in a Glaſs 


in every kind, who are beſt able for skill to propound 
the Retrenchments, will out of intereſt or fearfulneſs 
make dainty to do ſervice ; and that which is done 
with an ill will, will never be well done. Again, to 
make it the act of the whole Table, for the particular 
Propoſitions and Reckonings, will be too tedious for 
you, and will dra the buſineſs it ſelf into length; and 
to make any particular Committees of your ſelves, were 


1a Glaſs, the like event to fol- 
low in the reſt upon like reaſon. For the Inferior Officers 


22 


4 


toimpoſe that upon a few, which requireth to be car- 


ried indifferently as the act of you all. For ſince the 
great Officers themſelves think it too heavy for them, 
as our ſtate now is, to deal in it, without bringing it 
to the Table; with much more reaſon may any parti- 
cular perſons of you be loth to meddle in it, but at the 


Board. In all which reſpects we have thought fit, (nei- 


_ 


ther do we ſee any other way) that you ſend unto us 
the Names of the Officers of our Exchequer, and our 
Cuftom-Houſe, and Auditors out of which we will make 
choice of ſome few, beſt qualified to be Subcommittees 
for the better eaſe, and the ſpeeding of the buſineſs by 
their continual Travails and meetings : Whoſe part 
and Employment we incline to be to attend the Prin- 
cipal Officers in their ſeveral Charges, and join them- 
ſelves to ſome of the Inferior Officers, and ſo take up- 
on them the Mechanick and laborious part of every 
buſineſs, thereby to facilitate and prepare it, for your 

Conſultations, according to the Directions and Inſtru- 
ctions, they ſhall receive from you from time to 


| E s 
: 
* | | | | p 
— * 1 * . 
; 4 3 
32 
4 4 k y . 2 2 


„ * A + 
Sac- 
e CI X 
E 4 
7 — 7 
* 5 * * # * 
* 


1 


124 


. 
pu _ 1 2 F - IL 0 — 
, £ | 
W FL % k D * 4 " >” + * | a A * * ON 
: - * 1 , ; * 
* — * * | * 6 - 
* 
| * 
. — 


C 
From the Original. 


Th the e, 7 Buckingham. : 


* wm" Good Lord, 


Thought fit by this my drivare Letter to your Lord- 
: ſhip, to give you an account of ſuch buſineſs, as 
your Lordſhip hath recommended unto me ; that you 
may perceive that I have taken that care of them, I 
ought, and ever ſhall i in thoſe things you recommend 
or remit to me. 

For the Suit of the Alebouſet which concerneth | your 
Brother Mr. Chriſtopher Villiers, and Mr. Patrick Mawle, 
I have conferrd with my Lord Chief Juſtice, and Mr. 
Solicitor thereupon, and there is a Seruple in it, that 
it ſhould be one of the Grievances put down in Parlia. 


ment; which if it be, I may not in my Duty and. love 


to you, adviſe you to deal in it; if it be not, I will 
mould it in the beſt manner and help ir forward. 'The 
ſtay is upon the ſearch of the Clerk > the Parliament; 
who is out of Town; but we have already found, that 


the laſt Grievance in 7mo. is not the ſame with this 


Suit; but we doubt yet of another in 3% _ 
For the buſineſs of Mr. Leviſton, for your Lordſhip's 


fake (who ] perceive keeps your Noble Courſe wah 


me, in acquainting me with theſe things) I ſhall apply 
my ſelf unto you; though in my nature I do deſire 
that thoſe that ſerve in the Court where I ſit, though 
they be not in places of my Gift, and ſo concerns 
not me nor my place in profit; yet I wiſh, I fay, I 

mought leave them in as good caſe as I find them. And 


:this 
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this Suit concerneth the main Profit of the Six Clerks, 
who though they be of the Maſter of the Rolls his Gift, 
yet they ſerve in my Court. But my greateſt doubt is 
that the Grant cannot be good in Law ; and that 
it is not like thoſe other Preſidents, whereof I have re- 
ceivd a Note. For the Difference is, where things 
have been written by ell the Clerks indifferently and 
looſely, (in which caſe the King may draw them into 
an Office) and where they have appertained to one eſpe- 
cial Office: In which caſe the King can no more take 
away the Profits of a Man's Office, than he can the 
Profits of his Land. Therefore I think your Lordſhip 
may do well, to write to Mr. Solicitor and Serjeant 
Finch (a), or ſome other Lawyers that you truſt, or ſuch 
as Mr. Leviſton truſteth, being Perſons of Account, to 
inform you of the Point in Law, before you proceed 
any further: For without that all is in vain. _ 
For the bufineſs of Hawkyns touching the Regiſter for 
the Commiſion of Bankrupts, I am not yet ſatisfied Iike- 
wife for the Law, nor for the Conveniency, but I rather 
incline to think it may paſs, and I have ſet it in a 
Courſe by which I may be throughly informed. 6 8 
For Sir Rowland Egerton's Cauſe, and his Lady's, the 
Parties have ſubmitted themſelves unto me, and are 
content to do it by Bond, and therefore I will un- 


(a) Of Sir Tho. Coventry the King's Solicitor ſome mention is made in the 
Introduction. Sir Henry Finch Serjeant at Law, being the Firſt of his Name, 
that for this laſt Age, has made ſuch a conſiderable Figure in that Profeſ- 
ſion, I ſhall give a ſhort account of him. He was younger Brother to SirMoyle 
Finch of Eaſtwel in the County of Rent, and Father of Fobn Lord Finch, 
Keeper, of the Great Seal in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt. He died in 
1625, leaving to Poſterity a ſufficient Teſtimony of his Learning in the 
Law, as well as the Sciences; in his Book Intituled a Deſcription of the 
Common Laws of England according to the Rules of Art, Oc. His Sons good 
Parts and Elocution were acknowledged by the greateſt of his Enemies ; 
which'accompliſhments, though he died without Iſſue, have eminently ap- 

pear'd in ſome other Deſcendants from this Honourable Family. „ 


th Gg doubt; 
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doubtedly make an end of it according to Juſtice and 
Conſcience. | . 
For Sir Gilbert Houghton s Buſineſs Tam in very good 
hope to effect your Lordſhip's defire for his good. 
For Moor's Buſineſs, concerning the Printing of 
Books, after hearing all Parties, I have Sealed his 
patent; but for his former Patent of Salt I dare not 
do it, without acquainting the Council therewith, 


which I am ready to do, it he require that Courſe to 


be taken. 13 
If his Majeſty at any time ask touching the Lord 
Cliſton s Buſineſs, I pray your Lordlhip repreſent to his 


- Majeſty thus much, That whatſoever hath paſſed, I 


thank God, I neither fear him, nor hate him; but I am 
wonderful careful of the Seat-of Juſtice, that-they may 
ſill be well munited, being Principal Sinews of his 
Majeſty s Authority. Therefore the Courſe will be (as 
Jam adviſed) that for this heinous Miſpriſion (that the 


party withour all colour or ſhadow of Cauſe, ſhould 


threaten the life of his Judge, and of the higheſt Judge 
of the Kingdom next his Majeſty) he be firſt examin d, 
and if he confeſs it, then an Ore tenus; if he confeſs it 


not, then an Information in the Star. chamber, and he 


to remain where he is till the hearing. But I do pur- 
poſely forbear yet to have him examin d, till the de- 
eree or agreement between him and my Lord Aubigny 
(which is now ready) be perfected, leaſt it ſhould ſeem 
an oppreſſion by the terror of the one, to beat him 
down in the other. Thus 7 ever reſt, 1 


York-Houſe, Fan. Tour Lordſhip's true Friend 
e, and devoted Servant. 


Fr. Bacon. Canc. 


pray 


of Sir Fx'ancis Bacon. 
I pray your Lordſhip to pardon me if in reſpect of a lit- 
tle watering in one of mine Eyes, I have written this Let- 


ter, being long and private buſineſs in my Secretary's 
Hand. 1 85 


CX. 


From the Original, 


To the KING. 


It may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


Finding as well by your. Majeſty's Diſpatches and 


Directions to your Council, as now by Speech 
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with Mr. Secretary Lague; that your Majeſty is con- 


tent to be troubled with Buſineſs of ſundry Natures. I 
thought good according to the Duty of my Place, and 
the neceſſity of the Occaſon, to put your Majeſty in 
mind, that on this day ſennight being Friday in the 
Morning, Iam according to cuſtom to give a Charge 


and Admonition to the Judges and Jultices of Peace 


now before the Circuits; wherein I am humbly to 
crave your Majeſty s Pleaſure and Directions. 14 

I have for your Majeſty's better -eaſe ſet down the 
Heads, which by the Preſcript of your Book, and out 
of the conſideration of the preſent times, I have thought 
fitteſt to be remembred. I have alſo ſent your Maje- 


ſty the laſt account of the Judges Circuits, not to 


trouble you with the reading of them all ; but to the 
end that if upon my Memorial, or otherwiſe out of 
your Majeſty s own memory, which is above Memori- 
als, you ſhould have occaſion to reſort to rhoſe Ac- 
counts, the Papers may be by you. 
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The Point of greateſt weight in my Opinion, is the 
carrying of a Ballanc d hand at this time in the matter 
of Recuſants, in regard of the Treaty with Spuin. For 
it were good in reſpect of your People, that there were 


no Note made, that the String is relaxed, and in re- 


ſpec of the Treaty, that it is not trained: And there- 
fore that the proceeding in thoſe Cauſes be rather dili- 
get chan ſevere. cs fare 

I am wonderful glad to hear, that this Extremity of 


Weather, which I think the Muſcovite hath brought 


with him, hath not touched your, Majeſty, whoſe 
Health and eaſe is far dearer to me, then my life with 


all the appurtenances. God ever preſerve and proſper 


Tour Maje will be pleas d Tour Majeſty's moſt Faith- 


* 


your Anſwer be with me on ful and moſt Obliged | 


Thurſday at Noon, or ſoon Servant, 
after it. 
This Frido Morning the Sixth of Fr. Bacon, Canc. | 
"February, 4617. | 


cxl. 
From the Original. 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


| My very good Lord. 


V R. Chancellor of the Exchequer hath ſignified to 
LY 4 me this day, that yeſterday his Majeſty called 
him to his Coach, and faid to him, that one that had 
uſed ill ſpeech of me ſhould be called before me, and 


make his ſubmiſſion to me ; and thereupon be called 


before. 
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before the Council, and receive a ſharp Reprehenſion, 
and ſo be inlarged. And Mr. Chancellor could not tell me 
who the Perſon was, but aſter by ſome Letter, he re- 
ceiv'd from my Lord Clifton, and ſpeech with a Man 
of his, he perceiv'd it was he. | | 
TI pray your Lordſhip in humbleneſs to let his 
Majeſty know, that I little fear the Lord Clifton, but 
I much fear the Example, that it will animate Raus 
and Rodomonti extremely againſt the Seats: of Juſtice, 
(which are his Majeſty's own Seats) yea and againſt all 
authority and greatneſs, if this paſs without publick 
Cenfure and Example ; It having gone already ſo far 
as that the Perſon of a Baron hath been committed to. 
the Tower. The puniſhment it may pleaſe his Majeſty. 
to remit, and I ſhall not formally but heartily inter- 
cede for him, but an Example (ſetting my ſelf afide). 


5 I wiſh for terror of Perſons, that may be more dan- 


dom. herd 8 
Therefore it may pleaſe his Majeſty to ſpeak of it 
with my ſelf and my Lord's, when he cometh next, and. 
in the mean time, Iwill command from his Majeſty, 
the Maſter of the Rolls, and Mr. Attorney, who were 
appointed by the Table to examine him, to ſtay. God. 


ever proſper you (a). 


gerous than he, towards the leaſt Judge of the King- 


17 March, 1617, Tour Lordſbip's true Friend, 
and Devoted Servant, 


Fr. Bacon, Canc.. 
(e) 1 know not whether there was an Proſecution or no againſt the- 


Lord Clifton, or whether it was prevented by the laying of violent hands 
upon himſelf, in the year enſuing. | 17 
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„XII. 
From the Original. 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 
My very good Lord. . 7 8 

Pray your Lordſhip to ſigniſie to His Majeſty, that 

I thought it my duty to ſtay at the Seal, a Book 
of Sir Francis Stewards, and Sir James Averlony, &c. of 
' 2001. Land in Charge in Fee-Simple; My Reaſons. 
Firſt, It is a Perpetuity and ſo much Rent in Dimi- 
nution of Revenue certain. FC 
"Secondly, The Warrant (as is acknowledg'd) came 
only from my Lord of Suffolk, and not from Mr. Chan. 
cellor. And yet my Lord was wont to boaſt that ſince 
he was Treaſurer , all Commiſſions and Contracts for 
Sale of the King's Land were broken off and ceaſed, 
Thirdly, The Rate of the Monys paid by the Gentle- 
men, amounteth but to Thirteen Years Purchaſe, which 
is a plain Gift of a good Proportion of value. © 
, 17 His Majeſty now informed, iterate His Mandate, 
it is done, and I excuſed ; but I could wiſh His Maje- 
ſty would refer it to the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, 
how the Gentlemen may be otherwiſe ſatisfied. 
I received Yeſter-night a brave account of the Com- 
miſſion of the Wardes in Ireland; which this one Year 
is advanced from 200 J. per Annum to 40001. which is 
Twenty fold multiplied. This I Write for two Rea- 
ſons. Firſt, Becauſe I glory in it, becauſe it was my Work 
wholly: Next becauſe His Majeſty may take occaſion by 
this to look better to the Improvment of his Wardes in 
England in due time. God ever preſerve and proſper you. 


Totk-Houſe, 27. Pour Lordſhips moſt obliged © 
"ned Friend and faythful Servant 
Fr. Verulam Canc. 

5 CXII. 
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XIII. 


From the Original. 


| To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord. — 22 
Am very glad to hear of the Honour His Majeſty in- 
tendeth to my Noble Lady Your Lordſhips Mother. 
This amongſt many other things, ſheweth in Your 
Lordſhip good Nature, which is the Root of all Virtues, 
next Religion. Beſides it doth ſort well in States, when 
Place and Power do meet, and ſtand not to farre at di- 
Jo» Wd} RS 
For the paſling of it by Direction without B ſigned, 
it cannot be in Law. So is Mr. Attorzey's Opinion, 
and fo is mine; and therefore there is preſently a Bill 
ſent with an Indorſement of paſſing it by immediate 
Warrant, and this Antedate, TE 
For the Antedate, I muſt preſent His Majeſty with 
my Caution and with my Obedience. 5 
For the Statute tyeth me from Antedates; and in- 18 H. 6th 
deed the Miſchief is infinite: For by that means the . 7. 
King may grant any Land, Sc. and take it away a 
Month hence, and grant it another by an Antedate. 
And ſurely were it Land or the like I would not ſay 
Abſit, or Your Majeſly cannot do it, for a World: Or 
Your Majeſty is Sworn and I am Sworn; or ſuch brave 
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(a) The Advancement of this Lady to the Title of Counteſs of Bucking- 
ham, was notwithſtanding the Reaſons here alledged, ſo ill reſented by the. 
Houſe of Commons in 1626. That in the 11th. Article of their Impeach- 

2 the Duke her Son, it was objected againſt him as one of his. 
ences. | 


Phraſes, 
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Phraſes, but ſurely (I fay) I would in humbleneſs re- 
preſent it to His Majeſty. (I) 


But the Caſe of Honour differeth : For therein His 
Majeſty's Prerogative and Declaration is abſolute, and 
he may make him that is laſt to be firſt. And there- 
fore upon his Majeſty's Signification of his Pleaſure up- 
on the Indorſement of the Bill ſigned, I take it, I may 
lawfully do it. | 


I am here rejoycing with my Neighbours the Towns 
Men of 55 Albans for this happy day the 5th. of Auguſt 
1618. (e N 


. Tour Longs moſt obliged 
Friend and faithful Servant 


Fr. Verulam Canc. 


(6b) By this and the preceding Letter, it appears that as my Lord Chan- 
vellor thought it his Duty to offer to the King his Reaſons againſt paſſing of 
a patent; yet if then the King, who was Judge of the Inconvenience, was 

pleaſed to command it, he was obliged to allow the fame. - But in thoſe 
Things which were contrary to Law, as it is to be preſumed, that after an 
humble Repreſentation thereof, no Prince would exact, ſo no Miniſter in 

ſuch a caſe would yield an Obedience. 2 1 T8 


4 


(c) The 5th of Auguſt being the Anniverſary of the King's Deliverance 
from the Earl of Gowry's Conſpiracy, was by ſome called the Court-Holy- 
day, and ridiculed as a Fiction; tho the truth thereof being delivered down 
by Archbiſhop Spotswood, and other good Hiſtorians , I ſee no great rea- 
1on'to call it into Queſtion. f | 
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From the Original 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord, 


Thank your Lordſhip for your laſt loving Letter. 
I now write to give the King an account of a Pa- 
tent, I have ſtayed at the Seal. It is of Licence to give 
in Mortmain Eight hundred Pound Land, though it be 
of Tenure in Chief to Allen that was the Player, for an 


Hoſpital. (a) 


(a) That Allen the Player, who in his Age, founded an Hoſpital at Dual- 
wich in Surry, had been an excellent Actor of the Comical and Serious Part; 
will appear evident to any one that ſhall throughly conſider the following 
Epigram made by that admirable Dramatick Poet Ben, Fohnſon. 


To Mr. Edward Allen. 


If Rome ſo great, and in her wiſeſt Age, 

Fear'd not to boaſt the Glories of her Stage: 

As skilful Roſcius, and grave e/£ſop, Men i 
Yet Crown d with Honours, as with Riches then; 
Who had no leſs a Trumpet of their Name, 
Then Cicero, whoſe every Breath was Fame, 

How can fo great Example die in me?? 
That, Allen, I ſhould pauſe to publiſh thee ; 
Who both their Graces in thy ſelf haſt more 
Outſtrip'd, then they did all that went before. 
And preſent worth in all do'ſt ſo contract 

As others ſpeak , but only thou do'ſt af. 
Wear this Renown. is jaſt that who did give 
So many Poets Life, by one ſhould live. 


— 
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I like well that Alen playeth the laſt Act of his Life 
ſo well; but if His Majeſty give way thus to amortize 
his Tenures, his Courts of Wards will decay, which I 
had well hoped ſhoyld improye. : | 

But that which moved me chiefly is, that his Maje- 
ſty now lately did abſolutely deny Sir Henry Savile for 
200 l. and Sir Edwin Sandys for 100 J. to the perpetu- 
ating of two Lectures, the one in Oxford, the other in 
Cambridge, Foundations of ſingular Honour to His Ma- 
jeſty (the beſt learned of Kings) and of which there is 
great want; whereas Hoſpitals abound ; and Beggars 
abound never a whit the leſs. (5) 
wh If his Majeſty do like to paſs the Book at all; yet if 
he would be pleas d to abridge the 800 J. to 500 l. and 
then give way to the other two Books for the Univerſi- 
ty, it were a Princely Work. And I would make an 
humble Suite to the King, and deſire your Lordſhip to 


CEN 


25 in it, that it mought be ſo. God ever preſerve and 


oſper you. 


Tork-Houſe this 18th of Tour Lordſbips moſt obliged 
en. Friend and faithful Servant 


IT heve Wrines to my hare —＋ ' 
berlain being Chancellor of 7 7 
Oxford 10 help in the buſineſs. Fr. Ver ulam Cane. 


(It were to be wiſhed this Obſervation did not hold true in theſe 
times ; For tho' the Foundations of Hoſpitals are to be commended, which 
Sir Fra. Bacon hath done both in this Letter, and other his Writings ; Yet 
| it ſhews that ſome more adequate Remedy for ſupporting the Poor, then 

What ariſes from theſe Charities, or even from the Laws enacted for their 
Relief, was then, and yet is to be defired. And as the Defect thereof is no 
{mall Reproach to the Government of a Country, happy in its natural Pro- 
duct, and enrich'd by Comerce ; ſo it would be an Act of the greateſt Hu- 
manity, that the Poor might be provided for, and Beggary and Idlene ſs 
the ſucceſſive Nurſery of Rogues, as far as poſſible, extirpated. And fince 
his Majeſty has recommended it to the Parliament from his Throne, with- 
& tenderneſs becoming the Father of his Country, it is to be hoped, that 
Great Aſſembly, will be able in his Reign to effect ſo good a Work. Upon 
this occaſion I cannot but take notice of a Story which has been ſpread a- 


broad 
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CXV. 
From the Original 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord, 


Oonking for matter of Service, I have found out a 
Suit tor my ſelf; and it is proper for me more 
then all Men, becauſe it is within the accompt of the 
Hamper. But I have made a Law to my ſelf, that I will 
never beg any thing , which ſhall not bring a Gain to the 
King. Therefore my Suit is to Farm the profits of 
the Alienations, yielding a Thouſand Pound a Year more 
to the King then hath been yielded communibus annis, by 
a Medium of Seven Years. If the King be pleas'd to 
grant me this, it will a little warm the Honour he hath 
given me; and I ſhall have a new occaſion to be, as I 
ever have been, and ſhall be 


Tork-Houſe, 9 Ode + Tour Lordſhips obliged Friend 
* and faithful Servant 
Fr. Verulam Canc. 


broad to the Defamation of Sir Fra. Bacon (but upon no good Ground as 
far as I can judge) as if in the Accompliſhment of the Foundation of the 
Chartreux-Hoſpital begun by Mr. Sutton, and carryed on þy his Executors , 
Sir Francis who was then the King's Solieitor, had, for ſome ill Deſigns of 
gain to himſelf or others, endeayoured to have defeated the ſame. The 
Fact whereof was; That the Heir at Law ſuppoſing, that notwithſtanding 
what Mr, Sutton had done in procuring Acts of Parliament, and Patents 
from the King in order to eſtabliſh this Noble Charity, the greateſt part 
of his Eſtate was deſcended to him; It was argued on bis behalf, by 
the Solicitor General, and by Mr, Henry Telverton, and Mr, Malter Men of 
great Reputation in thoſe times. And whatever ill Intentions ſome of the 
Court might have, My Requeſt to the Reader is that before he pals an 

Cenſure upon Sir Fra. Bacon relating hereunto, he would pleaſe to peruſe 
bi 17 5 given to the King touching Mr. Sutton's Eſtate, and Publiſhed in 
the Reſuſcitatio pag. 265. e 
wes Hh2 CXVI. 


p 


/ 
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CXVI. 


From the Original 


To the Marquis of — 


h very good Lord, 


is Morning Mr. Attorney « came to me and deſ i 


red of me many Writs of Ne exeat regnum againſt 
won of the Dutch Merchants, and withal let me under- 


ſtand that there was a Diſcovery of an infinite Tranſpor- 


po 
tation of Gold and Silver out of this Realm, by the (aid 


Dutch Merchants, amounting to Millions; and that 


Sir Fohn Britten had made a Book thereof, and preſent- 
ed the ſame to his Majeſty; and further that his Maje- 
ſty had directed him to Proſecute the ſame; and had 


alſo given Sir Thomas Vaviſor the forfeiture of ſuch Ten 


of them as he ſhould chooſe. 


Hereupon I thought it my Duty, as in a matter of 


t Weight, to ſigniſie to his Majeſty by your Lord- 
flip, what I conceive. 


5 he Diſcovery I think very happy. For if it be 
true, it will be a great benefit to his Majeſty : It will 
alſo content his People much, and it will demonſtrate 
alſo that Scotland is not the Leech (as ſome Diſcourſers 
fay) but the Nerberlanders that ſuck the Realm of Trea- 
ſure. So that the thing is very good. 

But two things I muſt repreſent to his Majeſty : The 
Firſt, that if I ftay Merchants from their Trading by this 


Writ, I muſt do it either ex Offcio, or by k War- 


rant from His Majeſty. 


If ex officio, then I muſt have more then a * 


Surmiſe, to grant the Writ upon, fo as I muſt be ac- 
 quainted with the Grounds , or at leaſt apparance of 


Proofs. 


Of Sir Francis Bacon. 


Proofs. If by Special Warrant, then I deſire to receive 
rhe ſame. The other is that I humbly beſeech his Ma- 
jeſty that theſe Royal Boughs of Forfeiture may not be 
Vintaged, or Cropp d by private Suitors (conſidering 
his Majeſties State as it is) but that Sir Thomas Vaviſor 
or Sir 7ohn Brittain may have a bountiful and gracious 
Reward of their Diſcovery, but not the Prime, or with- 
out Stint. 

In Sum, I would wiſh his Majeſty to referr the whole 
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buſineſs and carriage of the ſame for his Honour and 


Profit to the Commiſſioners of Treaſure, or becauſe it 
is a legal Forfeiture to my ſelf, Mr. Chancellor, Sir Ed. 
ward Coke and my Lord Chief Juſtice of England, and 
by us his Majeſty ſhall be aſſured to know the beſt 

courſe for his Juſtice, Honour, and Profit, and that he 


may diſpoſe what Bonnty he will. God ever preſerve 


and proſper you. 


 Tork Houſe, 19 Offe- Tour Lordſhips moſt obliged Friend 


ig and faithful Servant, 
Fr. Verulam Canc. 
Cl. 
From the Original | 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. : N | 
| My very good Lord, e 


His long Book which I ſend for his Majeſties Sig- 


nature, was upon a Conference and Conſult , 


—__- (at which time I was aſſiſted by the two 


Chief Juſtices, and attended by the Surveyor, Attorney, 
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old and new into one Body of Inſtructions. 


| Letters and Memoires. 


and Receiver of the Court of Wards Fleetwood) framed 
and allowed. 196 0 
It is long, becauſe we all thought fit not to piece new 
Inſtructions with old Inſtructions, but to reduce both 
I do not 
ſee, that of the Articles which are many, any could 
have been ſpared. They are plain, but they have a 
good property, that they will take faſt hold. I may 


not trouble his Majeſty with chuſing ſome of them in 


particular, when all are good. Onely I think fit to 
let his Majeſty know of one, which is that according 
to his own Directions, The Oath of making no pri- 
vate unlawful Profit) is now as well Tranſlated to the 


Maſter and Officers that may take, as to the Parties 
and Suitors that may give. | 3 
It lit:ile becometh me to poſſeſs his Majeſty that this 
will be to his Majeſties benefit Ten thouſands yearly 
or Fifteen thouſands or Twenty thouſands: For theſe 
Rattles are fitter for Mountebanks of Service, then Grave 
Councellors, But my Advices ( as far as I am able to 
diſcern) tend or extend but to thus much: This is his 


Majeſties ſureſt and eaſieſt way for his moſt good. 


— 


Sir Miles Fleetwood, who both now and heretofore, 
| hath done very good Service in this, meriteth to be 


particularly from your Lordſhip incouraged ; which I 


beſeech your Lordſhip not to forget, God ever proſper 
you. 5 
Th AS room: Tour Lordſhips moſt faithful 


bounden Friend and Servant 
Fr. Verulam Canc. 


cxvm. 


/ Sir Francis Bacox. 
CXVIIL = 
o the KING. 
It may pleaſe Your moſt Excellent Majeſty: 


do many times, with gladneſs, and for a remedy 
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of my other Labours, revolve in my mind the 


great happineſs which God (of his ſingular goodneſs 


hath accumulated upon your Majeſty every way; and 
how compleat the ſame would be, if the ſtate of your 
means were once rectified, and well ordered. Your 
People Military and Obedient, fit for War, uſed to 
Peace; Your Church illightened with good Preachers, as 


an Heaven of Stars; Your Judges learned, and learn- 
ing from you, Juſt, and juſt by your Example : Your 
Nobility in a right diſtance between Crown and People, 
no Oppreſſors of the People, no over-ſhadowers of the 


Crown; Your Council full of Tributes of Care, Faith and 
Freedom; Your Gentlemen and Fuſtices of Peace willing 


to apply your. Royal Mandates to the nature of their 


ſeveral Countyes, but ready to obey ; your Servants. 


in awe of your Wiſdom, in hope of your Goodneſs :. 
The Fields growing every day, by the improvement 


and recovery of Grounds from the Deſert to the Gar- 
den; The City Grown ſrom Wood to Brick; Your 


Sea Walls or Pomerium-of your Iſland, Surveyed, and 


in Edifying; Your Merchants embracing the whole 


Compatls of the World Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South ;. 
The Times give you Peace, and yet offer you oper- 
tunities of Action abroad : And laſtly your Excellent. 
Royal Tue entaileth theſe Bleſſings and Favours. of God: 


to deſcend to all Poſterity. It reſteth therefore, that 
God: 
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God having done ſo great things for Your Majeſty and 
you for others; you would do ſo much for your ſelf, 
as to go through (according to your beginnings) with 


the rectifying and ſetling of your Eſtate and Means, 


which only is wanting; Hoc rebus defuit unum. I there- 
fore whom only Love and Duty to your Majeſty, and 
your Royal Line hath made a Financier, do intend to 
preſent unto your Majeſty a perfect Book of your 


| Eſtate like a Perſpective Glaſs, to draw your Eſtate 


nearer to your ſight; beſeeching your Majeſty to con- 
ceive, that if I have not attained to do, that I would 


do, in this which is not proper for me, nor in my Ele- 


ment, I ſhall make Your Majeſty amends in ſome other 


thing, in which I am better bred. God ever pre- 
ſerve, GS. 


Fan, 2d. 1618. 


3 
From the Original 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 
My very good Lord, 2 , | 


Send His Majeſty a Volume of my Lord of Bangors 
and my Lord Shefield, whereof I ſpake when I left 


his Majeſty at Theobaldes. His Majeſty may be pleas d 


at his own good time and pleaſure, to caſt his Eye up- 
on it, I purpoſe at my coming to London to conferr 
with the chief Juſtice as his Majeſty appointed ; And to 
put the buſineſs of the Purſevants in a way, which I 


think will be beſt by a Commiſſion of Oyer and Termi- 
ner; for the Star Chamber (without Confeſſion) is 


long Seas. I ſhould adviſe that this point of the Purſe- 
_ vants 


of Sir Fx ancis Bacox. 


vants were not ſingle, but that it be coupled in the Com- 
miſſion with the Off 
| bouts, it hath a great Affinity ; for Purſevants are but 
Ambulatory Keepers, and it works upon the ſame Party 
(of the Papiſts.) And it is that wherein many of his 
Majeſties and the Councils ſevere Charges, have been 
hitherto Unfruitful : and it doth a great deal of miſ- 
chief. I have ſome other Reaſons for it. But of this 
it will be fitteſt, to advertize more particularly, what 
] have reſolved of on Advice, upon Conference with 
the Chief Fuſtice. T am wonderful glad to hear of the 
Kings good health. God preſerve His Majeſty and 
Your Lordſhip. I ever reſt 4 


Gorhambury this lat Tour Lordſbips moſt obliged 
OT: ERS: Friend and faithful Servant 


Fr. Verulam Canc. 


CXX. 
From the Original 


To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord, 


ences of Keepers of Priſons herea. 
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I Think it my Duty to let his Majeſty know what I 


find in this Cauſe of the Ore tenus. For as his Ma- 
jeſty hath good Experience, that when his bulineſs 
comes upon the Stage, I carry it with Strength and 
Reſolution, ſo in the Proceedings I love to be wary and 
_ conſiderate. = „„ | 


4 e 1 
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Ivrote to Your Lordſhip by my laſt, that I hoped 
by the care I had taken, the buſineſs would go well, 


but without that care I was ſure it would not go well. 


This I meant becauſe I had had Conference with the 
two chief Juſtices, Sir Edward Cooke being preſent, and 
handled the Matter ſo, that not without much ado, I 
left both the chief Juſtices firm to the Cauſe and fatisfied. 

But calling to mind that in the main buſineſs, not- 
withſtanding I and the chief Juſtices went one way, yet 
the day was not good (and I ſhould be loth to ſee more 
of ſuch days) I am not without ſome apprehenſion. 
For though we have Sir Edward Cooke earneſt and for- 


ward, inſomuch as he adviſed the Ore tenus, before I 


knew it at Wanſted, and now bound the Dutchmen over 
to the Starr-Chamber, before I was made Privy ; unto 
both which Proceedings I did nevertheleſs give appro- 
bation : Yet if there ſhould be either the major part of 
the Votes the other way, or any main Diſtraction, 
though we bear it through, I ſhould think it a matter 
full of Inconvenience. But that which gives me moſt 
to think, is the Carriage of Mr. Attorney, which ſort- 
eth neither with the buſineſs, nor with himſelf : For 
as I hear from divers and partly perceive, he is fallen 
from earneſt ro be cool and faint. Which weakneſs, if 
it ſhould make the like alteration at the Barre, it mought 
overthrow the Cauſe. All the remedy which is in my 
power, is by the advice of the Judges to draw ſome 
other of the learned Counſel] to his help, which he 1 


know is unwilling with, but that is all one. 


This I thought it neceſſary to write, leſt the King 
ſhould think me afleep, and becauſe I know that his 


Mazjeſties Judgment, is far better then mine. But I for 


my part mean to go on roundly and fo ] ever reſt, - ' 
ach Ofober 1619. Tour Lordſhips moſt obliged Friend 
; EE aud faithful Servant. 


Fr. Verulam Canc. 


of Sir FRANCIS Bacon, 
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If the King in his great Wiſdom, ſhould any ways 
incline to have the Ore tenus put off, then the way were 
to command, that the matter of the Ore tenus ſhould 
be given in Evidence, by way of Aggravation in the 
main Cauſe. And it is true, that if this Precuſory 
matter goeth well, it giveth great entrance into the 
main Cauſe ; if ill, contrariwiſe, it will do hurt and 
diſadvantage to the main. 


CXXI. 
From the Original. | 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord, 3 

Heſe things which I write now and heretofore in 
this Cauſe; I do not write, ſo as any can take 
| knowledg, that I write, but I diſpatch things ex officio 

here, and yet think it fit inwardly to advertize the 
King, what doth occurre. And I do aſſure your Lord- 
ſhip, that if J did ſerve any King, whom I did not 
think farre away wiſer, then my ſelt, I would not write 
in the mid'ſt of buſineſs, but go on of my ſelf. 
This Morning, notwithſtanding my ſpeech yeſterday 
with the Duke, he delivered this Letter incloſed, and * of Lenox 
I having cleared the Room of all ſave the Cout, and 
learned Counſel (whom I required to ſtay) the Letter 
was read, a little before our hour of ſitting. When it 
was read, Mr. Attorney began to move, that my Lord 
ſhould not acknowledge his offences, as he conceived he 
had committed them, but as they were charged; and 
ſome of the Lords ſpeaking to that point, I thought 
fit to interrupt and divert that kind of queſtion; And 
ſaid, before we conſider d of the extent of my Lorvs 
112 | Sub. 


\ 
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Submi ſion, we were firſt to conſider of the extent of our 
own Duty and Power; For that I conceived it was nei- 
ther fit tor us to ſtay proceeding, nor to move his Ma- 
jeſty in that which was before us in courſe of Juſtice. 
Unto which (being once propounded by me) all the 
Lords and the reſt and voce aſſented. I would not fo 
much as aske the queſtion, whether though we pro- 
ceeded, I ſhould ſend the Letter to his Majeſty, becauſe 
I would not ſtreighten his Majeſty in any thing, 
I be Evidence went well (I will not fay I ſometime 
holp it, as far as was fit for a Judge) and at the ariſing 
of the Court, I moved their Lordſhips openly , whe- 
ther they would not continue this Cauſe from day to 
day, till it were ended; which they thought not fit in 
regard of the general Juſtice, which would be delayed 
in all Courts. Yet afterwards within I prevailed fo 
far, as we have appointed to fit Wedneſday, Thurſday 
and Fryday, and to fit by eight of the Clock, and fo 
to diſpatch it before the King come, if we can. God 
preſerve and proſper you. 4 : 


Jever reſt 
This 22th. of October 


f Tour Lordſbips moſt obliged Friend 
Clock, K 61 1 15 and faithful Servant, 


Fr. Verulam Canc. 
CXXII. 


To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


| My very good Lord, 8 
X AY Lord of Suffolk's Cauſe is this day ſentenced. 


VI My Lord and his Lady fined at 30000 J. with 
Impriſonment in the Tower at their own charges. Bing- 


ley 


/ 


of Sir FRancis Bacon. 
ley at 2000 l. and committed to the Fleet. Sir Edward 


Cooke did his part, I have not heard him do better, and 


began with a fine of an 100000 J. but the Judges firſt 
and moſt of the reſt reduced it as before. I do not dif. 


like that things paſſed moderately, and all things con- 


fidered it is not amiſs, and might eaſily have been 
worle. | 


There was much ſpeaking of interceding for the 


Kings mercy, which in my Opinion, was not fo pro- 
per for a Sentence. I faid in concluſion that mercy 
was to come ex mero motu, and fo left it: I took ſome 
other occaſion pertinent to do the King Honour by 
ſhewing how happy he was in all other parts of his 
Government, fave only in the manage of his Treaſure 
by theſe Officers. | 
[ have ſent the King a new Bill for Suſſex, for my 
Lord of Nottinghams Certificate was true, and I told 
the Judges of it before, but they neglected it. I con- 
ceive the firſt Man, which is newly ſet down, is the 


fitteſt. 


God ever preſerve and keep you, &c. 
13 November 1619- 
S 
From the Original 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord, 


croſs the way; I have thought fit to let his Majelty 


know what hath paſſed this day. This 


Do not love to interlope by Writing in the mid'ſt of 
buſineſs. But becauſe his Majeſty commanded me. 
to acquaint him with any Occurrence which mought 
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* To the 
rvert- 
— of the 
Judges 
Conſci- 
Ence.- 


1 To the 
directing 
of the 
Judges 
Conſci- 
ence. 
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This day (which was the day ſet down) the great 
Cauſe of the Dutchmen was enter d into. The Pleading 
being open d, and the Caſe ſtated by the Counſel ; the 
Counſel of the Defendants made a motion to have cer- 
tain Examinations taken concerning the old Defendants 
ſuppreſſed, becauſe they were taken ſince the laſt hear- 
ing. 5 
a ! ſet the buſineſs in a good way, and ſhewed they 
were but ſupplemental, and rhat at the laſt hearing, 
there were ſome things extrajudicial alledged * ad Inf - 
mandam Conſcientiam Fudicis , and therefore there was 
more reaſon theſe ſhould be uſed f ad Informandum Con- 


ſcientiam Judicis, and that there was order for it. The 


Order was read, and approved both by the Court, and 
the Defendants own Counſel ; but it was alledged, that 
the Order was not enter'd time enough, whereby. the 
Defendants mought likewiſe examine, wherein. certain» 
ly there was ſome ſlip or forgetfulnefs in Mr. Attorney 


or Britten that followed it, which I with had been o- 


* All 
things to 
all men. 


therwiſe, yet it went fair out of the Court. 

But after Dinner my Lords were troubled with it, 
and after much diſpute , we have agreed to confer ſi- 
lently, and fine Strepitu to morrow and ſet all ſtreight, 
calling the Judges, and the Learned Counſel , with 
whom I have ſpoken this Evening, I think, to good 
purpoſe. For in good faith I am fain to be * Omni- 
bus Omnia as St. Paul ſaith, to ſet forward his Majeſties 


Service. 


1 diſcern a kind of Inclination to take hold of all Ac- 
cidents to put off the Cauſe, whereunto neither I ſhall 
give way , nor I hope his Majeſty; To morrow, if 
cauſe be, I ſhall write more, but I hope all ſhall be 
well, 1 ever reſt. 17 20 1/9917 oh mod 

Friday right, 19th. Tour Lordſhip's moſt obliged 

en Friend 20 faithful es all : 

* Fr. Verulam Canc. 


of Sir Francis Bacon. 


C XXIV. 
From the Original 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 

My very good Lord, | 
1 Have conferred with Sir Lyonel Cranfield according 

to his Majeſties ſpecial commandment, touching 
two points of value, for the Advancement (the one 
preſent, the other ſpeedy) of his Majeſties Revenue. 

The Firſt is of the Corans, to reſtore the Impoſiti- 
on of five Shillings ſix Pence, laid in the late Queens 
time, and drawn down unduly to ſerve private turns 
to Three ſhillings Four pence ; which will amount to 
above Three thouſand Pounds yearly increaſe. 

The other is, of the Tobacco for which there is offer'd 
2000 J. increaſe yearly, to begin at Michaelmas next, 
as it now is, and 3000 J. increaſe, if the Plantations of 
Tobacco, here within land be reſtrained 

I approve in mine own Judgment both Propoſitions, 
with theſe Cautions. That for the Firſt the Farmers of 
the Corans do by Inſtrument under their Seal relin- 
quiſh to the King all their claim thereto, by any gene- 


ral words, of their Patent. And for the ſecond that- 


the Bargain be concluded, and made before the Pro- 
clamation go forth ; wherein perhaps there will occur 
ſome doubt in Law, becauſe it reſtraineth the Subject 
in the Imployment of his Freehold at his liberty. But 
being ſo many ways pro bono publico I think it good 
_ enough. _ Fen 

His Majeſty may therefore be pleaſed to write his 
Letter to the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, ſignitying 
his Majeſties pleaſure directly in both points, to have 
them done, and leaving to us the conſideration #e Modo. 

God ever proſper you. F reſt 
22 November 1619. Tour Lordſhips moſt obliged Friend: 
and faithful Servant, 
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*For thie- 


publick. 
good. 


Fr. Verulam Cang. 
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CXXV. 
From the Original. 
To the KING. 


May it pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


Ccording to your Commandment, we met toge- 
ther yeſterday at Whitehall, and there conſulted 


| What courſe were fitteſt to be taken now in this Buſi- 


neſs of your Majeſty's Attorney General, both for the 
ſatisſying your own Honour, as alſo for calling in the 
late exorbitant Charter of the City ; which are the two 
ends, as we conceive, that your Majeſty propos'd un- 
to your ſelf. 

To effet both which, we humbly preſume to pre- 
ſent thus much unto your Majefty as our Opinion. Firſt, 
That an Information be put into the Star. chamber, as we 
formerly adviſed, againſt your Attorney as Delinquent, 
againſt the Mayor, &c. as intereſſed, and againſt the 
Recorder alſo mixtly with ſome Touch of Charge. 

That the Submiſſion by Letter offer d by Mr. Attor- 
ney is no way ſatisfactory for your Majeſty's Honour, 
but is to be of Record by way of Anſwer, and dedu- 
ced to more Particulars. 5 

That any Submiſſion or Surrender of the Patents by 
the City, ſhould be alſo of Record in their Anſwer; 
and no other can be receiv'd with your Majeſty's Ho- 
nour, but by Anſwer in Court: The ſame to come 
meerly of themſelves, without any motion on your Ma- 
jeſty's behalt, directly or indirectly; which being done 
in this Form, it will be afterwards in your Majeſty's 

| Choice 


/ 
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Choice and Pleaſure to uſe Mercy, and to ſuſpend any 
farther Proceedings againſt your Attorney. | 

That it is of neceſſity as well for the putting in of 
this Information, as for-your Majeſty's other urgent 
and Publick Services in that and other Courts, to have 
a Sequeſtration preſently of your Attorney, and a Provi- 
ſional Commiſſion to ſome other during your Majeſty's 
Pleaſure to execute that Charge. For both which In- 
ſtruments Legal ſhall be provided as ſoon as your Ma- 
jeſty's Pleaſure is known. To which we humbly and 
dutifully ſubmit our Advice, and Opinion, beſeeching 
God to bleſs your Majeſty's Sacred Perſon with conti- 
nuance and encreaſe of much Health and Happineſs. 
-: humbly kiſſing your Royal Hands, We 
reſt, 


At your Majeſty's Palace Tour Majeſty's moſt humble, and 
OOO OO Faithful Subjects and Servants, 


1620, 


Fr. Verulam, Canc. T. Arundel, Robert 
Naunton, Geo. Calvert, Jul. Cæſar, 
Edw. Coke. 


CXXVI. 
From the Original. 
To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


M very good Lord, ; 
1 Have lately certified his Majeſty on the behalf of 
1 Sir George Chaworth, by Secretary Calvert, toueh- 
ing the place of a Remembrancer in the Chancery for 


ſetting down of Cauſes. And becauſe the Gentleman 
ne” © telleth 
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tellech me, the King thought my Certificate a little 
doubtful ; He deſired me to write to your Lordſhip, 
touching my approbation more plainly. It is true, that 
F conceive it to be a good buſineſs, and will be for the 
Service of the Court, and eaſe of the Sulject; I will 
lock it ſhall be accompanied with good Caution. 
We ruffle over Buſineſs here in Council apace, and 1 
think to reaſonable good purpoſe. By my next I will 
write of ſome fit Particulars. I ever reſt, 


33 June 1620 | Tour moſt Obliged Friend 
1 and Faithful Servant, 


Fr. Verulam, Cauc. 
CXXVII. 5 
: From the Original. 
Jo the Mons of Buckingham. 
My ver Good Lord, 


Eſterday I called unto Us the Two Chief Juſtices 
V and Serjeant Crewe about the Parliament Buſineſs. 
'To call more Judges I thought not good. It would be 
little to aſſiſtance, much to Secrecy : The diſtribution. 
of the Buſineſs we made was into four parts. 

Firſt, the peruſing of the former Grievance, and of 
things of like nature which have comen ſince. | 

2dly, The Conſideration of a Proclamation with the 
Clauſes thereof, efpecially touching Elections, which 
Clauſes nevertheleſs we are of opinion ſhould be rather 
Monitory than Exclufrve, 5 
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34ly, The Inclufrve : That is to ſay, what perſons 
were fit to be of the Houſe, tending to make a ſuffi. 
cient and well compoſed Houſe of the ableſt Men of 
the Kingdom, fit to be adviſed with Circa ardua regni, as 
the ſtyle of the Writs goeth, according to. the pure 
and true Inſtitution of a Parliament ; and of the means 
to place ſuch Perſons without Novelty or much Obſer- 
vation. For this purpoſe we made ſome Liſts of Names 
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of the Prime Counſellors, and Principal Stateſmen 


or Courtiers; of the graveſt or wiſeſt Lawyers; of the 
moſt reſpected and beſt temper d Knights and Gentle. 
men of the OP And here Obiter we did not 
forget to conſider who were the Boutefeus of the laſt 
Seſſion, how many of them are dead, how many re- 
duced, and how many remain, and what were fit to 
be done concerning them. | 

4thly, The having ready of ſome Commonwealth 
Bills, that may add reſpect and acknowledgment of the 
King's care; not wooing Bills to make the King, and 
his Graces cheap ; but good matter to ſet them on 
work, that an empty Stomack do not feed upon 
Humor. | 

Of theſe four Points, that which concerneth Per- 
ſons is not ſo fit to be Communicated with the Coun- 
cil-Table, but to be kept within fewer hands. The 
other three may when they are ripe. | 

Mean while I thought good to give his Majeſty an 
account what is done, and in doing, humbly craving 
his Direction if any thing be to be alter d or added; 
though it may be our ſelves ſhall have ſecond thoughts, 
this being but the Reſult of our firſt meeting. 
The State of his Majeſty's Treaſure ſtill maketh-me 


{ad ; and I am ſorry I-was not at Theobalds to report it, 


or that it was not done by my Fellows: It is moſt ne- 
ceſſarily we do it faithfully * For to * 
| 2 this 
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this were tobetray his Majeſty with a kiſs. I humbly 
pray his Majeſty to think of my former counſel, and 
this I will promiſe that whomſoever his Majeſty ſhall 
make Treaſurer, if his Majeſty ſhall direct him to have 
relation to my advice, I will continue the ſame care 
and advice I do now, and much more chearfully when 
I ſhall perceive, that my Propoſitions ſhall not be Literæ 


' written in Script in Glacie. 


Ice. 


Milan while to keep the Commiſſion in doing of ſome- 
what worth the doing. It may pleaſe his Majeſty to 
take knowledge that upon our Report, we had agreed 
to make Remonſtrance to him, that we thought Ireland 


4, mought (if his Majeſty leave it to our care) be brought 
by divers good Expedients to bear their own charge ; 
and therefore his Majeſty may be pleas'd by his Com- 

mandment to ſet us in hand with it out of hand. God 


ever proſper you. | | x 
7 Ofob..1620. Dur Lordſhip's moſt Olliged Friend 
| and Faithful Servant, 


Fr. Verulam, Canc. 


CXXVIII. 


This Letter was Written with the King's own Hand, 


to my Lord Chancellor Verulam, upon his Lord- 
ſhips ſending to his Majeſty his Novum Or- 


ganum. | 


My Lord, 


1 Have received your Letter, and your Boot, than the 
Which, you could not have ſent a more acceptable 


Preſent unto me. How thankful I am for it, cannot 
i better 


0 Sir Francis Bacon. 
better be expreſſed by me, than by a firm reſolution, I 
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have taken; Firſt to read it through, with care and at. 


tention, though I ſhould ſteal ſome hours from my 
ſleep. Having otherwiſe, as little ſpare- time to read it, 
as you had to write it. And then to uſe the liberty of a 
true Friend, in not ſparing to ask you the Queſtion, in 


any point, whereof I ſhall ſtand in doubt: (Nam ejus For the 


eft explicare, cujus eſt condere;) As, on the other part, ge ben 


I will willingly give a due Commendation to fuch tnterpre- 


places, as in my opinion, ſhall deſerve it. In the mean 
time, I can with comfort aſſure you, that you could 
not have made choice of a Subject more befitting your 
Place, and your Univerſal and Methodical Knowledge : 


ter. 


And in the General, I have already obſerved, that you 


jump with me, in keeping the mid way, between the 
two Extremes; as alſo in ſome Particulars, I have 
found that you agree fully with my Opinion. And fo 
praying God, to give your Work, as good ſucceſs, as 
your heart can wiſh, and your Labours deſerve, I bid 
you heartily Farewell. : 


oa. 16. 1629, James R. 


CxxIX. 
To Sir Henry Wotton. (a) 


My very Good Couſin, 


THE Letter which I receiv'd from your Lordſhip 

upon your going to Sea, was more than a Com- 

penſation for any former Omiſſion; and I ſhall be 8 
gla 


(4) When this Letter, together with the other two next before and 


after it, were written upon the occaſion of my Lord Chencellor's Publiſh-. 


ing his Novum Organum ; Sir Henry Wotzon, ſo Eminent for his many Em- 


baſſies, great Learning, Candor, and other Accompliſhments, was Reſident 
| at: 
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at Vienna, endeavouring to quench that Fire which began to blaze | in 
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lad to entertain a Correſpondence with you, in both 
Kinds, which you write of: For the latter, I am now 
ready for you, having ſent you ſome Ore of that Mine. 


I thank you for your Favours to Mr. Meautys, and I pray 


continue the ſame. So wiſhing you out of your Ho- 
nourable Exile, and placed in a better Orbe, I reſt, 


Tork-Houſe, 20 Tour Lordſhip's affectionate Kinſman, 
— and aſſured Friend, 


Fr. Verulam, Canc. 


2», 


Germany, upon the Proclaiming the Elector Palatine King of Bohemia. How 
grateful a Preſent this Book was to Sir Henry, cannot better be expreſſed 
than by his anſwer to this Letter; which tho it may be found in his Re- 
mains, I hope the Reader will not be diſpleas'd to ſee part of it Tranſcri- 
bed in this Place. | 5 | 


* Right Honourable and my very Good Lord, . | 
I Have your Lordſhip's Letters dated the zoth of October, and I have 
I withall by the care of my Couſin Meautys, and by your own ſpecial 
Fayour three Copies of that Vork, wherewith your 'Lordſhip hath — a 
eat and ever-living Benefit to all the Children of Nature, and to Nature 
her ſelf in her uttermoſt extent and Latitude: Who never before had fo 
Noble nor ſo true an Interpreter, or (as I am readier to ſtyle your Lord- 
ſhip) never ſo inward a Secretary of her Cabinet. But of your faid Work 
(which came but this Week to my Hands) I ſhall find occaſion to ſpeak 
more hereafter ; Having yet read onely the Firſt Book thereof, and a few 
Aphoriſms of the Second. For it is not a Banquet that Men may ſuperfici- 
ally Taſt, and put up the reſt in their Pockets; but in truth a ſoli Feaſt, 
which requireth due Maſtication. And ſo on. | 


But I am gone further than I meant in ſpeaking of this Excellent La- 


bour, while the Delight yet 1 feel, and even the Pride that I take in a cer- 


tain Congeniality (as I may term it) with your Lordſhip's Studies, will 
ſcant let me ceaſe. And indeed I owe your Lordſhip even by promite, 
(which you are pleas'd to remember, and thereby doubly binding me)ſome 
trouble this way; I mean by the Commerce of Philoſophical Experiments, 
which ſurely, of all other, is the molt ingenuous Traffick. | | 
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A Letter from the Lord Chancellor peralam to the 


Univerſity of Cambridge upon ſending to their 
Publick Library his Novum Organum, to which 
this Letter written with his own Hand is af- 


fixed. 


Almæ Matri Academiæ Cantabrigienſi. 


Ill M veſter Filius ſm & Alumnus, voluptati 
mihi erit, Partum meum nuper editum vobis in 


Gremium dare : Aliter enim velut pro Expoſito eum 


haberem. Nec vos moveat, quod via nova fit. Ne- 
ceſſe eſt enim talia per Ætatum & Seculorum Cir- 


cuitus evenire. Antiquis tamen ſuus conſtat Honos; 


Ingeni ſcilicet : Nam Fides verbo Dei & Experi- 
entiæ tantim debetur. Scientias autem ad Experien- 
tiam retrahere, non Conceditur : At, eaſdem ab Ex- 
perientid de integro excitare, Operoſum cert®, ſed Per- 
vium. Deus vobis & Studis veſtris Faveat. 


Ex Adibus Eborac. Filius veſter Amantiſfimus, 
zmo OFob. 1620. | 


[Franc V. lu, 8 
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CXXXI. 


From the Original 
'To the Marquis of Bucknghon. 


UN very good Lord. 


ſend his Majeſty a Form of a. Proclamation for the 
Parliament, which I thought fit to offer firſt to his 
Majeſty's peruſal, before I acquainted the Council. 
For that part which concerneth the Foreign Buſineſs, 
his Majeſty will graciouſſy conſider, how eaſy it is for 
me to miſtake, or not to attain; which his Majeſty 1 in 
his Wiſdom will pardon, correct, and direct. 

For that part touching the Elections, I have commu- 
nicated it with my Collegues, Sir Edward Coke, the 
Two Chief Juſtices, and Serjeant Crew, who approve it 
well; and we are all of opinion, that it is not good to 
= it more peremptory, more particular, nor more 

arp. 

We are thinking of ſome Commonwealth Ci a- 
Hou which I would have one ſpecial for the Mainte- 
nance 75 the Navy, as well to give occaſion to publiſh 
(to his Majeſty's Honour) what hath been already 
done; as, to ſpeak plainly, to do your Lordſhip's Ho- 
nour in the ſecond place ; and befides, it is agrecable 
to the Times. God ever proſper you. 


Tos. re "1 our Lordſhip's moſt obliged 
Friend and aithful Servant, 


Fr. Verulam Canc. 
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CXXXII. 
From the Original. 


Draught of a Proclamation for a Parliament, 
referred to in the preceding Letter. 


S in our princely Judgement , we hold nothing 
more worthy of a Chriſtian Monarch, than the 
Conſervation of Peace at home and abroad ; whereby 
Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, and other Calamities of 
War, are avoided, Trade is kept open, Laws and Juſtice 
retain their due vigor and play, Arts and Sciences flou- 
riſh, Subjects are leſs burthened with Taxes and Talla- 
ges, and infinite other benefits redound to the ſtate of 
a Common-weale: So in our own Practice, we ſup. 
poſe there hath been ſeldom any King, that hath given 
more expreſs Teſtimonies and real Pledges of this de- 
fire to have Peace conſerved, then we have done in the 
whole courſe of our Regiment. : 
For neither have we, for that which concerns our 

| ſelves, been ready to apprehend or imbrace any occa- 
fions or opportunities, of making War upon our Neigh- 
bours; Neither have we omitted, for that which may 
concern the States abroad, any good Office or royal 
Endeavour, for the quenching of the Sparkes of trou- 
bles and diſcords, in Forreign Parts. Wherein as we 
have been always ready and willing; ſo we wiſh, that 
we had been always as happy and prevailing in our Ad- 
vices and Counſels, that tended to that end. ab 
And yet do we not forget, that God hath put into 
our hands a Sceptre over Populous and Warlike Nati- 
ons, which mought have moved us, to ſecond the Af- 


feion and Diſpoſition of our People, and to have 
* wrought 


” — 
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wrought upon it, for our own Ambition, if we had 
been ſo minded. Bur it hath ſufficed unto us, to ſeek 
a true and not ſwelling G eatnels, in the Plantations and 
Improvements, of ſuch Part of ut Dominions, as have 
in former times been more deſolate or uncivil, and in 
the maintainirig of all our loving Subjects in general, 
in Tranquility and Security, and the other Conditions 
of good Government, and happy Times. But amongſt 
82 care, to maintain Peace; There was never 
uch a Tryal, nor ſo apparent to the World (as in a 
Theatre) as our perſiſting in the ſame Reſolution , 


other Demonſtratiops, of our conſtant purpoſe, and 


ſinee the time that our dear Son in Law, was elected 


and accepted Xing of Bohemia; by how much the Mo- 
tives tending to ſhake and aſſaile our faid Reſolution 
were the more forcible. For neither did the Glory of 
having our deareſt Daughter and Son in Law to wear 
a Crown; Nor the extreme alacrity of our People de- 
yoted to that Cauſe ; nor the Repreſentations, which 


' moyght be ſer before us of Dangers (if we ſhould ſuffer 


2 Partie in Chriſtendom, held commonly adverſe and 
ill affected to our State and Government, to gather 


% 
_ 


further Reputation and Strength) tranſport us, to enter 
into an Auxiliary War, in proſequution of that Quar- 
rel; But Contrariwiſe finding the Juſtice of the Cauſe, 


not ſo clear, as that we could be preſently therein ſa- 


tisfied ; and weighing with our ſelves likewiſe, that if 
the Kingdom of Bohemia had continued in the houſe of 


Auſtria; yet nevertheleſs , the Ballance of Chriſtendom 


had ſtood in no other ſort then it had done for many 
Years before, without increaſe of Partie; and chiefly 
feering-that the Wars in thoſe Parts of Germany, which 
have been hitherte the Bulwark of Chriſtendom, againſt 
the approaches of the Turk,mought by the Inteſtine DiC. 
ſentions, allure and let in the Common Enemy; We 


did 
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did abſtain to declare, or engage our ſelves in that 
War; and were contented only to give Permiſſion 


to the Ambaſſadour of our Son in Law, to draw ſome 

Voluntary helps of Men and Money from our Subjects, 

being a Matter that violated no Treaty, and could not 
be denied in caſe of ſo near a Conjunction. 


* 


7 1 


But, while we contained our ſelves in this Modera- 
tion, we find the Event of War, hath much altered the 
Caſe, by the late Invaſion of the Palatinate , whereby 
(howſoever under the pretence of a Diverſion) we find 
our Son in Fact, expulſed in Part, and in danger to be 
totally diſpoſſeſſed of his Artient Inheritance and Pa- 
trimony, ſo long continued in that Noble Line; where- 
of we cannot. but highly reſent, if it ſhould be aliena» 
ted, and raviſhed from him, in our times, and to the 
prejudice of our Grand-Children and Line-Royal. Nei- 
ther can we think it ſafe, for us in reaſon of State, That 
the Countie Palatine, carrying with it ſelf an Eleforate, 
and having been ſo long in the hands of Princes of our 
Religion, and no way depending upon the Houſe of 
Auſtria, ſhould now become at the diſpoſing of that 
Houſe ; being a Matter, that indeed moughr alter the 
Ballance of Criſtendom importantly , to the weaks 
ening of our Eſtate, and the Eſtate of our beſt Friends 
and Confederates. 


> = ba - 


Wherefore , finding a Concurrence of Reaſons and 


Reſpects of Religion, Nature, Honour, and Eſtate ; all 
of them inducing us, in no wiſe to indure ſo great an 
Alteration : We are reſolved to imploy the uttermoſt 
of our Forces and Means, to recover and reſettle the 
aid P alatinate to our Son, and our Deſcendents, pur- 
poling nevertheleſs, according to our former Inelina- 
tion ſo well Grounded not altogether to intermit (at 
the Occaſions give us leave) the Treaties of Peace a 

Accord, which we have ales begun, and * 
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the coming on of the Winter, and the Counterpoiſe of 
7 prey God the Actions of War, hitherto may give us, as yet ſome 


this hold. 


, 


appearance of hope. | 
But, forasmuch as it were great improvidence, to 
depend upon the ſucceſs of ſuch Treaties, and there- 
fore good Policy requires, that we ſhould be prepa- 
red for a War, which we intend for the recovery and 


aſſuring of the ſaid Palatinate , with the Dependances, 


(a Deſign of no ſmall Charge and Difficulty , the 
Strength and Conjunctures of the adverſe Party conſi- 
Jered We have thought good to take into our 
princely and ſerious Conſideration (and that with 


| ſpeed) all things that may have Relation to fuch a De- 


fignment ; amongſt which, we hold nothing more neceſ- 
ſary than to conter and adviſe with the Common-Coun- 
cil of our Xingdom, upon this ſo important a Subject. 

For although the making of War or Peace, be a 
ſecret of Empire, and a thing properly belonging to 


our high Prerogative Royal, and Imperial Power 


(a); yet nevertheleſs, in Cauſes of that Nature, which 


2 we 
(a) That the making of Var or Peace , was a A belonging to 
the Crown of England, has been an Opinion ſo received, that it ſeems to 


have been raiſed upon a better Foundation, than that of Court Flattery. But 
feeing, that in the Debates between King Charles I. and the Parliament 

touching the Militia, It was by a Gentleman of the Robe, and others af. 
ſerted , to be ledged in the King and Parliament, and that there were 
many Preſidents, to prove, that the Kings had adviſed with them about 
their Foreign Wars; and that very lately, a Doctor of the Civil Law, hath 
in an Eſay upon this Subject, produced many Inſtances from the Records 
to the ſame purpoſe, and ſome others as if Lords and Commons ought 
to be conſulted therein: I ſhall not pretend to affirm this Poſition , with- 
out ſome Reſtrictions. Yet thus much I muſt needs ſay in Juſtification of 
my Lord Verulam, That in the Difference, ariſing in the enſuing Parlia- 
ment, 2 this very Matter, the Commons in their Petition admit 
of the fame. For upon the King's Reſentment of their adviſing him 
to reco yer the Palatinate by War, and in what manner to make it, to 


break off the Treaties with Spain, particularly that of Marriage for. the 
Prince. It is thus declared, In the Diſcourſe whereof we did not = to aur 


ſelves, any Power, to determine of any part t „ ner intend to intrude upon 


of Sir Francis Bacon. 
we ſhall think fit not to reſerve, but to communicate: 
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We ſhall ever think our ſelves much aſſiſted and 


ſtrengthned, by the faithful Advice, and general AC. 
ſent of our loving Subjects. | 

Moreover, No Man is ſo ignorant, as to expect that 
we ſhould be any ways able ( Money's being the Si- 
news of War) to enter into the Liſt againſt ſo great 
Potentates, without ſome large and bountiful help of 
Treaſure ſrom our People; as well towards the Main- 
tenance of the War, as towards the relief of our Crown 
and Eſtate. And this the rather, for that we have now, 
by the ſpace of full Ten years (a thing unheard of in 
late times) ſubſiſted by our own Means, without be- 


ing chargeable to our People, otherwiſe than by ſome 


the Sacred Bounds of your Royal Authority ; to whom, and to whom only, we 
| acknowledge, it doth belong to reſolve of Peace and War, and the Marriage of the 
Prince, &c. But hereupon, this Gentleman, in his Efſay, diſtinguiſhes be- 
tween the Royal Authority , as derived from the Law, and the Prerogative, 
which pag. 205. 220, he ſays, 1s of a higher Nature, and ſomething above 
the Lew ; by which the King is enabled to act in ſome caſes where the Law 
15 ſilent, and in others ariſing upon great Emergencies, ſuch as the deſtroy- 
ing of a Frontier County, in caſe of Invaſions, Cc. And fo concludes, 
That this Power of making War and Peace, 1s in the King, by Vertue of 
his Royal Authority, as part of the Executive Power, and not by his Preror 
gative. Whereas my Lord Coke, does affirm in his Inſtitutes, and other 
Lawyers alſo, That the Prerogative is part of the Commen-Law , and there- 
fore not above it: So that this ſeems to be a diſtinction without a difference: 
But however, if the ancient Engliſh Kings (who by Vertue of their Military 
Tenures, eſpecially that of Eſcuage, could command the Attendance of ma- 
ny of their Subjects, for a time unto their Foreign Wars; and by their large 
Demeſnes, could better ſubſiſt themſelves therein, without the Ayd of their 
People) did either in Juſtice or Prudence reſort to them, both for Advice 
and Sup lies: It can hardly be thought, that any Modern Prince of him- 
ſelf, wi i undertake a War , which he cannot well Proſecute without the 
aſſiſtance of his Parliament. But that it may be convenient to treat of 2 
Peace in ſome Caſes, without their approbation, I ſuppoſe will not be 
denied. | | 
After what I had hitherto Written, was ſent to the Preſs, there fell in- 
to my hands a little Treatiſe in Manuſcript , Compoſed by Sir Robert Cot-, 
ton, and which I preſume is Printed among his Poſthumous Works. The 
Title whereof, I was willing to inſert, becauſe it does in ſome meaſure, de- 
clare the Opinion of that Judicious Antiquary in this Matter, vic. That 
the Kings of England have been pleaſed, uſually to conſult of Marriage, 
Peace and War, with their Peers, and Commons in Parliament. v 
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amæunted to no great Matter, we thankfully 


at their Hands: But, as, while the 
abroad, were in greater Calme, we did content 
our ſ{ves, to recover our wants, by provident Retrench- 
ment of Charge, and honourable Improvment of our 
dun, thinking to wear them out, without troubling 


our People; fo in ſuch a State of Chriſtendom , as 


ſeemetk now to hang over our Heads, we durſt no lon- 


: ger rely upon thoſe. ſlow Remedies, but. thought ne- 


(according tothe antient courſe of our Proge- 


” nitors) 50 refort to the good Affections and Aydes of 


1 Subjects. 


Upon theſe Confiderations, and for that alſo in reſpect 


of ſo long Intermiſſion of a Par. amet the. Times may 


have. introduced ſome things fit to be reformed, either 
by new Laws, or by the moderate Deſires of our loving 
Subjects, dutifully intimated unto us (wherein we 
ſhall ever „ be no leſs. ready to give them all gracious 


Satisfaction, then their qwn Hearts can deſire) We 


have reſolved, by the adviſe of our Privy Council, to 
hold a Parliament at our City of Weſtminſter | 


- ... And becauſe, ag wellthis great Calle (there to 


be handled amongſt the reſt, and to be weighed by the 


ons Subjects (that have Votes in the Elections of 


Knights and Burgeſſes) of theſe few Points follow. 


! | 
. 3 Firſt, 


of Sr FRANCIS Bacon. 
Firft, That they caſt their Eyes upon the Worthieff 
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Men of all ſorts, Knights and Gentlemen, that are 


Lights and Guides in their Countries , Experienced Par- 
liament Men, Wiſe and Diſcreet Statesmen , that have 
been practiſed in Publique Affairs, whether at home 


or abroad: Grave and Eminent Lawyers, Subſtantial - 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, and generally ſuch as are In- 


tereſſed and have Portion in the Eſtate. 


Secondly, That they make choice of ſuch as are well 


affected in Religion, without declining either on the 


one hand to Blindneſs and Superſtition, or on the o- 
ther hand to Schiſm, or turbulent Diſpoſition, | 


Thirdy, and Laſt That they be truly ſenſible, not 


to diſvaſue or diſparage the Houſe with Bankrupts and 


neceſſitous Perſons, that may deſire long Parliaments 
only for Protection; Lawyers: of mean Account and 
Eſtimation ; Toung Men that are not ripe for grave Con- 


ſultations; Mean Dependants-upon great Perſons , that - 


may be thought to have their Voices under command, 
and ſuch like obſcure and inferiour Perſons :* So that 


to conclude, we may have the comfort to ſee before 
us, the very Face of a ſufficient and well compoſed” 


Houſe , ſuch as may be worthy to be a Repreſentative 
of the Third Eſtate of our Kingdom, fit to nouriſh a 
loving and comfortable Meeting between us and our 
People, and fit to be a Noble Inſtrument, under the 


Bleſſing of Almighty God, and our Princely Care and 
Power, and with tlie loving Conjunction of our Pre- 
lates and Peers, for the ſetling of ſo great Affairs, as. 


of 


are before. expreſſed. 
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bre, 0 J ournal of the Houſe f Lords. 


7 5 fe Rig i; Honourable his very good Lords , the 
. Spiritual and Temporal in the Upper 


Hoe 0 Parliament Aſſembled. 


> - th very good Lords ; 


I Humbly pray your Lordſhips all, to make a favour- 
able and true Conſtruction of my. abſence. It is 
no no ſeigning or fainting, but Sickneſs both of my Heart 

my Back , though joyned with that comfort 
of Mind , "har perſwadeth me that I am not far from 
Heaven, whereof I feel the firſt Fruits. 
' "ad becauſe, whether I live or dye, I would be 
glad to preſerve my Honour and Fame, ſo far as I am 
worthy ; hearing that ſome Complaints of baſe Bribe- 
ry, are coming before your Lordſhips : My Requeſts 
unto Your Lordſhips, are, 

Firſt , That you will maintain me in your good 
Opinion, without prejudice , until my Cauſe be 
heard. 

Secondly, That in regard, I have ſequeſtred my mind 
at this time, in great part from Worldly Matters, 
thinking of my Account and Anſwers in a higher Court; 
Your Lordſhips will give me convenient time, accord- 
ing to the courſe of other Courts, to adviſe with my 
Council, and to make my Anſwer; ; wherein, Never- 
theleſs, my Councils part will be the leaſt: For I ſhall 
not, by the Grace of God, trick up an Innocency with 
Cavillations, but plainly and ingenuouſly (as your 


Lord. 
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Lordſhips know my manner is) declare what I know 
or remember, Tr 

Thirdly, That according to the courſe of Juſtice, I 
may be allowed to except to the Witneſſes brought a- 
gainſt me, and to move Queſtions to your Lordſhips 
for their croſs Examinations, and likewiſe to produce 
my own Witneſſes for the diſcovery of the Truth. 


And Laſtly , That if there be any more Petitions of 
like Nature, that-Your Lordſhips would be pleaſed not 
to take any Prejudice or Apprehenſion of any Number 


or Muſter of them, eſpecially againſt a Judge, that 


makes 2000 Orders and Decrees in a Year (not to ſpeak 
of the Courſes that hath been taken , for Hunting out 
Complaints againſt me) but that I may anſwer them 
according to the Rules of juſtice, ſeverally and re- 
ſpectively. 5 7285 
Theſe Requeſts, I hope appear to Your Lordſhips 


no other than Juſt. And ſo thinking my ſelf happy to 


have ſo Noble Peers, and Reverend Prelates to diſcern 
of my Cauſe, and deſiring no priviledge of Greatneſs 


for Subterfuge of Guiltineſs , but meaning, as I ſaid, 


to deal fairly and plainly with Your Lordſhips, and 
to put my ſelf upon your Honours and Favours. I 
pray God to bleſs your Counſels and Perſons. - 


And reſt 


#9 Merch 166. Tour Lordſhips humble Servant. 


5 \ , | 


Fr. St. Alban Cauc. 


Ma xxx 
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| 8 K To the Marquis of Buckingham. 


My very good Lord, | 1 

/ Eſterday I know was no day; now I hope I ſhall 
bear from your Lordſhip , who are my Anchor 
in theſe Flouds, Mean while to eaſe my Heart, I have 
Written to His Majeſty the incloſed, which I pray 
Your Lordſhip to read adviſedly, and to deliver it, or 

not to deliver it, as you think good. God ever proſ- 
per your Lordſhip. 5 


Yours ever, c. 


25 March 6. Fr. St. Alban Carc. 


's- « + ©. 
To the KING. 


It may pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


Ime hath been , when I have brought unto you 

 * Gemitum Columbæ from others, Now I bring 

it from my ſelf. I fly unto your Majeſty , with the 
Wings of a Dove, which once within theſe ſeven 
Days, I thought would have carried me a higher 
Flight. When I enter into my ſelf, I find not the Ma- 
.terials of ſuch a Tempeſt as is come upon me. I have 

been (as your Majeſty knoweth beſt) never Author of 
„any immoderate Counſel, but always defired to have 
#ith things carried ſuavibus modi, I have been no Avarici- 
= - 1 ous 


_ *The Mour- 
ning of 4 
Dove. 
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ous Oppreſſor of the People. I have been no haughty 
or intolerable, or hateful Man, in my Converſation or 
Carriage: I have inherited no hatred from my Father, 
but am a good Patriot born. Whence ſhould this be > 
Sol 18 are the things that uſe to raiſe diſlikes a- 
road. 
For the Houſe of Commons, I began my Credit there, 
and now it muſt be the place of the Sepulture thereof ; 
and yet this Parliament, upon the Meſſage touching 
Religion, the old Love revived, and they faid, I was 
the ſame Man ſtill, only Honeſty was turned into Hun- 
O. 8 
For the Upper-houſe, even within theſe Days, before 


theſe Troubles, they ſeemed as to take me into their 


Arms, finding in me Ingenuity, which they took to 
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be the true Streight-line of Nobleneſs, without any, 


Crookes or Angles. 
And for the Briberies and Gifts, wherewith I am 


charged, when the Books of Hearts ſhall be opened, 
I hope, I ſhall not be found to have the troubled Foun» 
tain of a corrupt Heart, in a depraved Habit of ta- 
king Rewards to pervert Juſtice ; howſoever I may be 
frail, and partake of the Abuſes of the Times. 5 
And therefore, I am reſolved, when I come to my 
Auſwer, not to trick my Innocency, (as I writ to the 
Lords) by Cavillations, or Voydances ; but to ſpeak 
to them the Language, that my heart ſpeaketh to me, 
in Excuſing, Extenuating, or ingenuouſly Confeſſing: 
Praying to God to give me the Grace to ſee the bot- 
tom of my Faults, and that no hardneſs of heart do 
ſteal upon me, under ſhew of more neatneſs of Conſ- 
cience, than is cauſe. But not to trouble your Maje- 
ſty any longer, craving Pardon for this long Mourning 
Letter; That which I thirſt after, as the Hart after 
the Streams, Is, that I may know, by my Matchleſs 
|  _Mmz Priend, 


268 -- Letters and Memoiren 


friend that preſenteth to you this Letter, your Maje- 

ſty's. heart (which is an Abyſſus of Goodneſs as I am an 

Abyſſus of Miſery) Ana me. I have been ever your 

Man, and counted my ſelf but an Uſufructuary of my 

ſelf, the Property being yours. And now making my ſelf 
an Oblation to do with me as may beſt conduce 

to the Honour of your Juſtice, the Honour of your 
Mercy, and the uſe of your Service, reſting as 


Clay in your Maj efty's Gracious Hands, 
Fr. St. Alban, Canc. 


1 
From the Journal of the Houſe of Lords. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Parlia- 
ment, in the Upper Houſe Aſſembled, the Hum- 
ble Submiſſion and Supplication of the Lord Chan- 


cellor. 


II may pleaſe your Lordſhips, | 
1 Shall humbly crave at your Lordſhip's Hands a be- 
nign Interpretation of that which I ſhall now write ; 
For words that come from waſted Spirits, and an op. 
preſſed mind, are more fafe in being depoſited in a 
Noble Conſtruction, than in being Circled with any 
reſerved Caution... | 
This being moved, and as I hope obtain'd, in the 
nature of a Protection for all that I ſhall ſay; I ſhall 
now make into the reſt of that wherewith I ſhall at this 
time trouble your Lordſhips, a very ſtrange entrance: 
For in the midſt of a ſtate of as great affliction, as I 
think a mortal Man can endure, (Honour being above 


14% 
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Eife) I ſhall begin with the profeſſing of Gladneſs in 
ſome things. 7 5 . 
The Firf is, That hereaſter the Greatneſs of a Judge, 

| 2 1 I Dy or Protection of 
uiltineſs ; which in few words is the beginni | 
Golden World. FI * ng ot a 
The next, That after this Example, it is like that 
Fudges will fly from any thing that is in the likeneſs of. 
corruption, (though it-were at a great diſtance) as from 
a Serpent ; which tendeth to the Purging of the Courts 
of Juſtice, and the reducing them to their true Honour: 
and Splendor: | 
And in theſe two Points, (God is my Witneſs) that 
though it be my Fortune to be the Anvil, whereupon. 
thoſe good effects are beaten and wrought, I. take no. 
{mall comfort. | 
But to paſs from the Motions of my Heart, whereof- 
God is onely Judge, to the Merits of my Cauſe, where-. 
of your Lordſhips are Judges, under God and his Lieu- 
tenant. I do underſtand there hath been heretofore ex. 
pected from me ſome Juſtification : And therefore I. 
have choſen one onely Juſtification, out of the juſtifi- 
cation of Job. For aſter the clear Submiſſion and Con. 
feſſion which I ſhall now make unto your Lordſhips, I 
hope I may ſay and juſtifie with Feb in theſe words, J. 
have not hid my fins, as did Adam, nor conceal d my faults . 
in my Boſom. This is the onely Juſtification which I. 
will uſe. ny 
It reſteth therefore, that without Fig-leaves, I do- 
ingenuouſly confeſs and acknowledge, that having un- 
derſtood the Particulars of the Charge, not formally. 
from the Houſe, but enough to inform my Conſcience 
and my Memory; I find Matters ſufficient and full, 
both to move me to deſert my Defence, and to move. 
your Lordſhips to condemn and cenſure me. 


Neither 
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ſorat. Ep. 
ib. 2. 


the credit of the Witneſſes. Neither wil 
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Neither will I trouble your Lordſhips by ſingling 
thoſe Particulars which I think might fall off, Quid te 
exempta juvat ſpinis de pluribus una? Neither will 1 
prompt your Lordſhips to obſerve upon the Proofs, 
where*they come not home, or the _— touching 

[ I repreſent 
to your Lordſhips, How far a Defence in divers things 
movught extenuate the offence in reſpect of the Time 
ad manner of the Gift, or the like Circumſtances. But 
onely leave theſe things to ſpring out of your own 
Noble thoughts, and obſervations of the Evidence, and 


| Examinations themſelves ; and charitably to wind 


about the Particulars of the Charge, here and there as 


God ſhall put into your minds, and ſo ſubmit my ſelf 


wholly to your Piety and Grace. 


* 


* 


And now, I have ſpoken to your Lordſhips as Judges, 
T ſhall fay a few words to you as Peers and Prelates; 
Humbly commending my Cauſe to your Noble Minds, 


and Magnanimous Affections. 


Vour Lordſhips are not ſimply Judges but Parlia- 
mentary Judges ; You have a farther extent of Arbi- 
trary Power than other Courts. And if your Lordſhips 
be not tyed by ordinary courſes of Courts or Preſidents 
in Points of ſtrictneſs and ſeverity ; much more in 
Points of Mercy and Mitigation, _ 


* X a * 


* 


And yet if any thing which I ſhall move movght be 
contrary to your worthy Ends to introduce a Retorma- 
tion, I ſhould not ſeek it: But herein I beſeech your 
Lordſhips to give me leave to tell you a Story. Titus 
Manlius took his Sons life for giving Battle againſt the 
Prohivition of his General: Not many years after the 
like ſeverity was purſued by Papirius Curſor the Dicta- 
tor, againſt Quintus Maximus; who being upon the 
Point to be ſentenc'd, by the Interceſſion of ſome Prin- 
cipal Perſons of the Senate, was ſpated': n 
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Ervy maketh this grave and gracious Obſervation; 
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Neque minus firmata eſt Diſciplina Militaris periculo 
Ruinti Maximi, quim miſerabili ſuplicio Titi Manlii, The 


+ Diſcipline of War, was no leſs eſtabliſhed by the Que- 
ſtioning of Quintus Maximus, than by the Puniſhing of 
Titus Manlius. And the ſame reaſon is of the Reforma. 
tion of Fuſtice ; For the Queſtioning of Men of Emi- 
nent Places hath the ſame Terror, though not the ſame 
Rigor with the Puniſhment. i 
But my Caſe ſtandeth not there; For my humble. 
Deſire is, that his Majeſty would take the Seal into his 
hands, which is a great Downfall, and may ſerve I 
hope in it ſelf for an Expiation of my Faults. 


Therefore, if Mercy and Mitigation be in your pow 
er, and do no ways croſs your Noble Ends, why ſhould 


I not hope of your Lordſhip's Favour and Commiſe- 
ration ? 


Your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to behold your Chief : 
Pattern the Xing our Soveraign, a King of incompara- 


ble Clemency, and whoſe Heart is inſcrutable for Wiſ. 
dom and Goodneſs. Your Lordſhips will remember 


3 
9 

4 . 
— 


that there ſat not theſe Hundred years before, a Prince 


in your Houſe, and never ſuch a Prince, whoſe Pre- 


ſence deſerves to be made Memorable by Records and- 
Acts mixed of Mercy and Juſtice. Your Lordſhips are 
either Nobles, (and compaſſion ever beateth in the 
veins of Noble Blood) or Reverend Prelates, who are 
the Servants of him, who would not break the bruiſed - 
Reed, nor quench the ſmoking Flax. You all fit upon 
one High Stage, and therefore cannot but be more ſen- 
ſible of the Changes of the World, and of the Fall of 


. 


any of High Place. 


Neither will your Lordſhips forget that there are vi- 
tia Temporis, as well as Vitia Hominis ; and that the 
beginning of Reformations hath the contrary Power a i 

the 
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dhe Pool of Betheſda ; : for that had ſtrength to cure him 
only, that was firſtcaſt in, and this hath commonly 
Arength to hurt him onely chat is firſt caſt in. And for 
f part, I wiſhit may ſtay there and go o no further. 
ſtly; I aſſure my el your + ips have a No- 
Wer, Feeling of me, as a Member o 5 own Body, and 
one that in this "or Seſſion had ſome Taſt of your 
loving Affections; which I hope was not a Lightening 
Se the Death of them, but rather a ſpark of that 
7 "Grace, which now in the Concluſion will more ap- 
: Pear. 
n A. And therefore my Humble Suit to your Lordſhips is, 
That my Penitent S»bmiſion may be my Sentence, and 
the loſs of the Seal my Puniſhment ; and that your 
Lordſhips will ſpare any further ſentence, but recom- 
mend me to his Majeſty's Grace and Pardon for all 
that is paſt. God's Holy Spirit be among ve,” > 


rel 16217. ke. Tour Lordſhj 2 Humble 
„ . Servant, aue | Suppliant, | K 
EN Cone 8 2 S. Alban, Cane: 

. exxxvi. 2A L2H 

. To te KING. _ 


1 may pleaſe. your moſt Excellent Majeſly, - 


IN the midſt of my miſery, which- is rather. *” 

1 ged by Remembrance, than by Hope, my chiefeſt 

| "Worlaly Comfort is, to think that ſince the time, I had 

__ the fel Vote of the Commons Houſe of Parliament for 
Cop er of the Union; until the time that I was 
this loſt Parliament” choſen by both "Houſes for; their 
' Meſſenger 
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Meſſenger to your Majeſty in the Petition of Religion, 
(which two were my firſt and laſt Services) 1 2a 
more ſo happy as to have my poor Services graciouſly 
accepted by your Majeſty, and likewiſe not to have 
had any of them miſcarry in my Hands. Neither of 
which Points I can any ways take to my ſelſ, but a- 
ſcribe the former to your Majeſty's Goodneſs, and the 
latter to your prudent Directions; which I was ever 
careful to have and keep. For as I have often faid to 
your Majeſty, I was towards you but as a Bucket and 
a Ciſtern, to draw forth and conſerve, your ſelf was the 
Fountain, Unto this comfort of Nineteen years proſpe- 


rity there ſucceeded a comfort even in my Greateſt ad- 


verſity, ſomewhat of the ſame nature; which is, that 
in thoſe Offences wherewith I was charged, there was 
not any one that had ſpecial relation to your Majeſty, 
or any your particular Commandments. For as towards 
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Almighty God, there are offences againſt the firſt and 
ſecond Table, and yet all againſt God; ſo with the 


Servants of Kings, there are offences more immediate 
againſt the Sovereign : Although all offences againſt 
Law are alſo againſt the King. Unto which comfort 
there is added this circumſtance, That as my Faults 
were not againſt your Majeſty, otherwiſe than as all 


Faults are; ſo my Fall was not your Majeſty's Act, other- 


wiſe than as all Acts of Juſtice are yours. This | write not 
to inſinuate with your Majeſty, but as a moſt humble ap- 
peal to your Majeſty's Gracious remembrance, how ho- 
neſt and direct you have ever found me in your Service; 
whereby J have an aſſured belief, that there is in your 
Majeſty's own Princely thoughts, a great deal of ſerenity 


and clearneſs to me your Majeſty's now proſtrate and 


caſt down ſervant. . 3 
Neither (my moſt Gracious Sovereign) do I by this 
mention of my Services, lay claim to your Princely 
Grace and Bounty, though 2 Priviledge of Cup «4 

n oth 


f 2 
N W070, Mere 


doch bear that form of Petition. I know well, had 
they bEn'miichmore, rliey Hud been but my bounden 

city” Nay, P'ripit alſo confels, tat they Were from 
rims to time, far above my Niet "over and fiper 
rewarded by your Majeſty's benefits which you heaped 


— 5 
2 
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| upon me. Your Majeſty was and is that Maſter to 
1 dies chat raiſed and advanced me „ IT 
in Dignity, and Six times in Offce. The Places indeed 

were the painfulfeſt of all your Services; But then 
they had both Honour and Profits. And the then 
Profits might have maintained 5 1 Honour, if I 
had been wiſe : Neither was your Majeſty's immediate 
Therality wanting towards me in ſome Gifts,” if I may 
hel them. All this I do moſt thankfully acknowledge, 
and do herewith conclude, That for any thing ariſing 
Hom my ſelf to move your eye of pity towards me, 
there is much more in my preſent miſery, than in my 
aft Services; fave that the fame your Majeſty's Good- 
nel, that may give relief to the one, may give value 
tds the other. | ds eee nk 
And indeed, If it may pleaſe your Majeſty this Theme 
ef my Miſery is ſo plentiful as it need not be coupled 


- with ip thing elfe. I have been ſome body by your 


ſty's ſingular and undeſerved Favour, even the 
ine Officer of your Kingdom; your Majeſty's Arm 
jach been over mine in Council, when you preſided 
at the Table; ſo near I was. I have born your Maje- 

ſty's Image in Metal, much more in Heart; I was ne-. 

ver in Nineteen years Servicechidden by your Majeſty 
| hilt contrariwiſe often overjoyed, when your Majeſty 


Would ſometimes fay I was a good Husband for you, 
mthangh none for my ſelf : Sometimes, that I had a way 
x.- i to deal in Buſineſs, © Suavibus Modis, which was the 


way*yhich was moſt accoraing to your own Hearr : 
Ad other moſt Gracious Speeches of Alſe@ion and 
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Truſt, which I ſeed on to this day. Bur why ſhould I 
peak of theſe things which are now vaniſhed, but on- 
ly the berter to expreſs the downfall ? ol 
For now it is. thus with me; Iam a year and half 
old in miſery ; though I muſt ever acknowledge, not 
without ſome mixture of your Majeſty's Grace and 
Mercy ; For I do not think it poſſible; that any you 
once loved ſhould be totally miſerable: Mine ow! 
Means through my own Improvidence are poor 25 
weak, little better than my Father leſt me. The poor 
Things that I have had from your Majeſty, are either 
in Queſtion, or at Courteſie. My Dignities remain 
Marks of your Favour, but Burdens. of my preſent 
Fortune. The poor Remnants which I had of my for- 
mer Fortunes, in Plate or Jewels, I have ſpread upon 
poor Men unto whom I owed, ſcarce leaving my {elf 
a convenient Subſiſtance. So as to conclude, I mu 


— 
® 2 


275 


— 


4 | 


Por, our ny miſery before your Majeſty, ſo far as to 
lay, * Si deſers tu, perimus. * e 


But as I can offer to your Majeſty's Compaſſion, lit- us we pe 


tle ariſing from my ſelf to move you, except it be my rim. 
extream miſery, which I have truly laid open; ſo look= 
ing up to your Majeſty's own ſelf, I ſhould think I com- 
mitted Cair's Fault, if I ſhould deſpair. Your Maje- 


— 1 * , 


ſty is a Hing whoſe heart is as unſcrutable for ſecret 


Motions of Goodneſs, as for depth of Wiſdom. You 
are Creator like, factive and not deſtructive. You, are 


the, rince in whom hath been ever noted an aver- 
ation 


1 


againſt any thing that ſavoured of an hard hearts 
as, on the other fide, your Prigerty eye was wont. to 


110 Therefore as one that hath had the happineſs to 


now your, Majelly ocar hand, I have (moſt, Graciogs 
Sovereign) Faith enough for a Miracle; much more 
for a Grace, that your Majeſty will not ſuffer your 
as © = „ poor 
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root Creature to be utterly defaced, nor blot - that 
Name quite out of your Book, upon which your Sa- 
ered Hand hath been ſo oft for new Ornaments and 
Additions. e 
to this degree of compaſſion, I hope God above 
(of whole mercy towards me, both in my proſperity 
and adverſity 1 have had great Teſtimonies and Pledges, 
though my own manifold and wretched unthankfulneſs 
Might have averted them) will diſpoſe your Princely 
Keart, already prepared to all Piety. And why ſhould 
I not think, but that thrice Noble Prince, who would 
Raye pulled me out of the fire of a Sentence, will help 
to pull me (if I may uſe that homely phraſe) out of the 
Mire of an abje& and ſordid Condition in my haſt 
days: And that Excellent Favourite of yours, (the 
 Foodneſs of heſe Nature contendeth with the great- 
fies of his Fortune; and who counteth it a Prize, a 
'  Fecond Prize, to be a good Friend, after that Prize 
which he carrieth to be a good Servant) will kiſs your 
Hands with Joy for any work of Piety you ſhall do for 
me. And as all Commiſerable Perſons (eſpecially ſich 
as find their Hearts void of all Malice) are apt to think 
that all Men pitty them; I aſſure my (elf that the Lords 
of your Council, who out of their Wiſdom and Noble- 
"neſs, cannot but be fenſible of human events, will in 
this way which I go, for the relief of my Eſtate, further 
and advance your Majeſty's Goodneſs towards me.. For 
There is as I conceive a kind of Fraternity between 
Great Men, that are, and thoſe that have been, being 
but the ſeveral 7enſes of one Verb; nay, I do. further 
_ preſumę, that both Houſes of Parliament will love their 
Pulte the better if it end not in my ruin. For I have 
been often. told, by many of my Lords, as it were in 


'Ex& iy the fiveriry of ts Leaves, hes they knew 
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eth well, I have been all my life long acceptable to 
thoſe Aſſemblies not by Flattery, but by Moderation, 
and by honeſt expreſſing of a defire to have all things 
go fairly and well. | 8 
But, if it may pleaſe your Majeſty (for Saints I ſhall 
give them reverence, but no adoration, my Addreſs is 
to your Majeſty, the Fountain of Goodneſs;) your Ma- 
jeſty ſhall by 2 Grace of God, not feel that in Gife, 
which I ſhall extremely feel in Help; For my deſires 
are moderate, and my Courſes meaſured to a Life or- 
derly and reſerved, hoping ſtill to do your Majeſty Ho- 
nour in my way. Only I moſt humbly beſeech your 
Majeſty to give me leave to conclude with thoſe words 
which neceſſity ſpeaketh : Help me (Dear Sovereign 
Lord and Maſter) and pity me ſo far, as I that have. 
born a Bag, be not now in my Age forced in effect to 
bear a Wallet; nor I that deſire to live to ſtudy, may 
not be driven to ſtudy to live (a). Imoſt humbly crave 
pardon of a long Letter, after a long ſilence. God of 
Heaven ever bleſs, preſerve, and proſper your Ma- 


1 5 Tour Majeſty's poor ancient 0 
Seruant and Beadſman, . 


Fr. St. Alban. 
CX VI 


(e) Altho' the Subject. matter of this and ſome other Letters of the like 
Nature, hath given me occaſion to make ſome Remarks thereon already; 
yet I cannot omit in notice in this place, of what the Learned Mon- 
fieur Le Clerc hath obſerved in the 12th Chapter of bis Reſton pep 
ood and bad Fortune. Where, in his Diſcourſe of Liberality, and the | 
figstions that are upon Princes, C's. to extend their Bounty to Learned 
Men, in reſpe& of the Benefit the World receives from them; be expreſ- * i 
ſes his ſenſe of the Honour which was due to the memory of thoſe wh 1 
aſſiſted Ergſmas and, Grotias, and his Reſentment of the Neglect of L. Fre, 1 
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ven god Lord, . 

Now onely ſend my beſt Wiſhes, to follow you at 
Sea and Land, with due thanks for your late great 
yours. God knows, whether the length of your Voy- 
age wall net exceed the Size , of .my : Hout-Glals. 
Kut. whilſt I live, my affection to do you Service, ſhall 
remain quick under the aſhes of my Fortune 
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IN this Solitude of Friends, which is the Baſe Court 
of Adverfity, where no Body almoſt will be ſeen 
ing, I have often remembred this Spaniſh ſaying, 
Amor fin fin, no tiene fin (a). This bids me make 
choice of your Friend and mine, for his Noble Suc- 
cours; not now towards the Aſpiring, but only the Re- 
ſpiring of my Fortunes. I who am a Man of Books 


for deferting the Lord Bacon: One cannot read, faith he, without Indignati- 
on, that which is Ard of the Famous Chancellor of England, Francis Bacon, 
whom the King ſuffer'd to languiſb in Poverty, whilft be prefer d worthle ſe Per- 
ons to his Diſhonour A little before hir Death this Learned Man writ to that 
Prince #-bemoaning Letter; and then cites this moving Concluſion out of 
Es Letters; which tho' that Author thought it argued a little abje- 


" 8 1 — x, of 


Ron of ſpirit in my Lord Bacon; yet Monſieur Le Clerc thinks itſhew'd a 


much lowerin the Ning, to permit ſo able a Mat to lye under the neceſſity 


* 


;of making ſo ſad a Requeſt, and yet withal to afford no Relief. 


| 150 F ̃˙ . ] A ²—⅛—wVA os! -f. 1 5 
(4) That Leue without. Ends bath no End, was a ſaying of Gonlomar the 
Spaniſh * Ambaſlador, ou thereby, that if it were begun not upon 
particular Ends, it would laſt. Lord Bac. Abothegme. | 


have 
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have obſerved, that he hath both the Magnanimity of 
the Old Romans, and the Cordiality of the Old Engliſh; 
and withal I believe, he hath the wit of both: ſure I 
am, that for my ſelf, I have found him in both my 
Fortunes, to eſteem me ſo much, above my juſt value, 
and to love me ſo much above the poſſibility of deſery. 
ing, or obliging on my part, as if he were a Friend, 
created and reſerved, for ſuch a time as this. You 
know what I have to ſay to the Great Lord, and 1 
conceive, it cannot paſs ſo fitly to him, by the Mouth. 
of any, as of this Gentleman; and abr Jos do your 
beſt (which I know will be of Power enough) to en- 
gage him, both in the ſubſtance , and to the Secrecy 
of it: For, I can think of no Man but your ſelf, to be 
uſed by me in this, who are ſo private, ſo faithful, and 
{o diſcreet a Friend to us both; as on the other ſide, I 
dare ſwear he is, and know my ſelf, to be as true ta: 
you as your own heart. | 


To the Marquis of Buckingham. 
py 2 5 3 NS 

7 Our Lordſhip will pardon me, if partly in the free- 
dom of Adverſity, and partly of former Friend, 
ſhip, (the Sparkes whereof cannot but continue) I 
open my ſelf to your Lordſhip, and deſire alſo your 
Lordſhip to open your ſelf to me. The two laſt Acts, 
which you did for me, in procurng the Releaſement 
of my Fine, and my Quietus eſt, I acknowledge. were 
effects, real and material, of your Love and Favour ;. 


which as to my Knowledge, it never failed me in my 
proſperity, So in theſe two things, it ſeems not to- 
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have turned with the Wheel. But the extent of theſe 


— 
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two Favours, is not much more than to keep me from 
Perſecution. For any thing further, which might tend 
to my Comfort and Aſſiſtance , as I cannot ſay to my 
ſelf, that your Lordſhip hath forſaken me; ſo I fee not 


the effects of your Undeſerved, yea Undeſired Profeſſi- 


ons and Promiſes ; which being made to a Perſon in 
Afﬀiiftion, hath the Nature, after a ſort of Yows. But 


that, which moſt of all makes me doubt of a Change, 


or cooling in your Lordſhips Affection towards me, 
is, that being twice now at London, your Lordſhip did 


not vouchſafe to {ee me; though by Meſſages you gave 


me hope thereof, and the latter time I had begg' it 


of your Lordſhip. 


The cauſe of Change, may either be in my ſelf, or 
your Lordſhip. I ought firſt to examine my ſelf, which 
I have done; and God is my Witneſs, I find all well, 
and that I have approved my ſelf to your Lordſhip, 
a true Friend, both in the Watery Trial of Proſperity , 
and in the Fiery Trial of Adverſity. If your Lordſhip 


take any Inſatisfaction touching the Houle ; I humbly 
pray you, think better of it. For that Motion to me, 
. was a ſecond Sentence, more grievous than the firſt , 


as things then ſtood, and do yet ſtand : For it Senten- 
ced me to have loſt both in mine own Opinion, and 
much more in the Opinion of others, that which was 
ſaved to me, almoſt only, in the former Sentence; 
and which was more dear to me, than all that which 
Was taken from me, which is your Lordſhips Love and 


Favyour. For had it not been for that bitter Circum- 
ſtance, your Lordſhip knows, that you might have 


that though your Lordſhip in your Nature, 1 know to 


_ commanded my life, and all that is mine. But ſurely 


it could not be that, nor any thing in me, which 
wrought the Change. It is likely on the other part, 


be 
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be Generous and Conſtant, yet I being now become out 
of fight, and out of wſe, your Lordſhip having a 
Floud of New Friends, and your Ears poſſeſſed perhaps 
by ſuch, as would not leave room for ne; Your 
Lordſhip may, even by courle of the World, and the 
over-bearing of others, be turned from me: And it 
were almoſt a Miracle if it ſhould be. otherwiſe. But 
yet, becauſe your Lordſhip may till have ſo Heroical 


2 Spirit, as to ſtand out in all theſe violent Aſſaults, 


which might have Alienated you from your Friend: 
My humble Suit to your Lordſhip, is, That remem- 
bring your former Friendſhip, which began with your 
beginning, and ſince that time, hath never failed on 
my part, your Lordſhip would deal clearly with me, 
and let me know, whether I continue in your Favour 


or no; and whether in thoſe poor Requeſts, which 1 


may yet make to his Majeſty (whoſe true Servant I 


ever was and am) for the tempering of my Miſery . I 
EI, 


may preſume to uſe your Lordſhips Favour, and 

as I have done; for otherwiſe it were a kind of ſtupid- 

neſs in me, and a great trouble alſo to your Lordſhip, 

for me not to diſcern the Change, for your Lordſhi 
to have an Importuner, inſtead of a Friend and a Sui- 

tor. Though howſoever, if your Lordſhip ſhould ne- 


ver think of me more, yet in reſpect of your former 


Favours, which cannot altogether be made void, I 
muſt remain, Oc. e e 
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Letters and Memoires. 4 


D the Marquis of Buckingham. 
enn | . tres 5 | 
u very good Lord, 


oþ Hough returned an Anſwer to your Lordſhips 


laſt honourable and kind Letter, by the fame 
way by which I received it; yet I humbly pray your 
Lordſhip to.give me leave to add theſe few Lines. My 
Lord, As God above is my Witneſs, that I ever have 


loved and honoured your Lordſhip, as much I think 


as any Son of Adam can love or honour any thing that 


is a Subject; and do ſtill continue in as hearty and 
ſtrong wiſhes of Felicity, to be heaped and fixed up- 
on you as ever: So yet I proteſt, that at this time, as 


low as I am, I had rather ſojourn, the reſt of my life in 


'a:Colledge in Cambridge, than recover a good Fortune 


by any other than your ſelf. But now to recover your 


ſelf to me (if I, have you not already) or to eaſe your 


Lordſhip in any Buſineſs of mine, wherein your Lord- 


hip would not ſo fully appear, or to be made Partaker 


of your Favours, in the way that you like beſt; I 


- 


would uſe any Man who were your Lordſhips Friend. 


Secondly, If in any thing of my former Letters, I have 


given your Lordſhip any diſtaſte, either by the Stile 
of them, or any particular Paſſage in them, I humbly. 


pray your Lordſhips benigne Conſtruction and Par- 


don. I confeſs, it is my fault, though yet it be ſome 
„happiueſs to me withal, that I many times forget my 


Adverjity :. But I ſhall never forget to be, &c. 


XII. 


Of Sir Fxancis Bacon, 


CXLI. 


To the Right Reverend Father in God , the 
Lord Biſhop. of Mincheſter, Counſellor of 
Eſtate to His Majeſty. - (a) 1 5 


My Lord, Roles hop =o a Sid 

A Mong(t Conſolations, it is not the leaſt to repre- 
'A fent to a Mans (elf, like Examples of Calamity 
in others: For Examples give a. quicker Impreſſion 
than Arguments; and beſides , they certifie us, that 


which the Scripture alſo tendreth for Satisfaction, That 
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no new thing is happened unto us. This they do the bet - 


ter, by how much the Examples, are liker in circum» 
ſtance to our own Caſe; and more eſpecially, if they fall 
upon Perſons , that are greater and worthier than our 
ſelves. For as it ſavoureth of Vanity, to match our 
ſelves: highly in our own Conceit; ſo on the other 
fide, it is a good ſound Concluſion, that if our Betters 


have ſuſtained the like Events, we have the leſs cauſe 
to beprieved. TL! 


In this kind of Conſolation, I have not been want- 
ing to my ſelf ; though as a Chriſtian I have taſted 
(through Gods great Goodneſs) of higher Remedies, 
Having therefore, through the variety of my Reading, 
ſet before me many Examples, both of antient, and of 
latter Times: My thoughts, I confeſs, have chiefly 
(4) The following Letter, to the Moſt Learned Dr. Andrews, Biſhot 


of Wincheſter, was Written by my Lord St. Alban, in the Year 2622, and 
in the nature of a Dedication , prefixed: before his Dralogue , touching 


a Holy War ; which was not Printed, at leaſt correctly, till 7 years after, 
by the care of Dr. Rawley. But becauſe it has been found amongſt his 
Lordſhips Letters and other Books, ſeparated from that Treatiſe, and 
chiefly, becauſe it gives ſome account of his Writings, and Behaviour after 
his Retirement, I thought it very proper to inſert it in this place. 


O o 2 ſtayed 
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ſtayed upon three Particulars , as the moſt eminent, 
and the moſt reſembling. All three Perſons that had 
held chief place of Authority in their Countries: All 
three ruined, not by War, or by any other Diſaſter, 
but by Juſtice and Sentence, as Delinquents and Cri- 
. All three famous Writers; in ſo much as the 
Remembrance of their Calamity, is now as to Poſte- 
rity, but as a little Picture of Night. work, remaining 

amongſt the fair and excellent Tables of their As 
and Works - And all three (if that were any thing to 
the matter) fit Examples to quench any Man's Ambj- 
tion of riſing again, for that they were every one of 
them reſtored with Great Glory; but to their further 
Ruin and Deſtruction, ending in a violent Death. The 
Men were Demoſthenes , Cicero, and Seneca; Perſons 
that I durſt not claim Affinity with, except the Simi- 
litudes of our Fortunes had contracted it. When 1 
had caſt mine Eyes upon theſe Examples, I was carri- 
ed on further to obſerve how they did bear their For- 
tunes, and principally how they did employ their times, 
| being baniſhed, and diſabled for publick buſineſs , to 
the end that 1 might learn by them, and that they 
might be as well my Counſellors, as my Comforters. 
Whereupon I happened to note, how diverſſy their 
Fortunes wrought upon them, eſpecially in that Point 
which I did moſt aim, which was the employing of 
their Times and Pens. In Cicero, I ſaw, that during 
his Baniſhment (which was almoſt two Years) he was 
fo ſoftened and dejected, as he wrote nothing but a 
ſw Womaniſh Epiſtles, And yet, in mine Opinion, 
he had leaſt reaſon of the three to be diſcouraged ; for 
that, altheugh it was judged, and judged by the high- 
eſt kind of Judgment, in form of Statute or Law, that 
he ſhould be baniſhed, and his whole Eſtate confiſca- 
ted and ſeized, and his Houſes pulled down; And that 


It 
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it ſhould be highly penal for any Man to propound his. 


Repeal : Yet his caſe, even then, had no great blot of 
Ignominy, but it was thought but a Tempeſt of Po. 
pularity , which over threw him. Demoſthenes, cons» 
trariwiſe, though his Caſe was foul, being condemned 
for Bribery, and not ſimple Bribery, but Bribery in the 
nature of Treaſon and Diſſoyalty: Yet, nevertheſs, he 
took ſo little knowledge of his Fortune, as during his 
Baniſhment, he did much buſie himſelf , and interme- 
dle with Matters of State; and took upon him to 
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counſel the State (as if he had been ſtill at the Helm) 


by Letters, as appears by ſome Epiſtles of his, which 


are extant. Seneca indeed, who was condemned for 


many Corruptions and Crimes, and Baniſhed into a ſoli- 
tary land, kept a mean: And though his Pen did not 


Freeze, yet he abſtained from intruding into Matters 


of Buſineſs; but ſpent his time in Writing Books of ex- 
cellent Argument and uſe, for all Ages, though he 
might have made better choice, ſometimes of his De- 
dications. 5 
Theſe Examples confirmed me much in a Reſoluti- 
on (whereunto I was otherwiſe inclined) to ſpend my 


time wholly in Writing, and to. put forth. that poor 


Talent or half Talent, or what it is that God hath gi- 


ven me, not as heretofore, to particular Exchanges... 


but to Banks or Mounts of perpetuity , which will not; 


break. | 
Therefore having not long ſince, ſet forth a part of 


my Inſtauration, which is the Work, that in mine o- 


judgment (Si nunguam fallit Imago) I may moſt e- 
ſteem; I think to proceed in ſome new parts thereof. 


And although I have received from many Parts beyond 
the Seas, Teſtimonies touching that Work, ſuch, as. 


beyond which I could not expect at the firit, in fo ab- 


ſtruſe an Argument; yet, nevertheleſs, I have juft. 
4 1 g Caufe:- 
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es date that it flies too high 6ver Mens Heads. 
have a purpoſe therefore (though I break the order 


of Time) to draw it down to the ſenſe by ſome Pat- 
 teri's of & Natural Story and Inguiſition. And again; for 


thar my Book of Advancement of Learning, may be ſome 
Yeparative, or Key, for the better opening of the In- 
aurait ion, becauſe it exhibits a mixture of new Con- 
ceipts and old; whereas the Inſtauration gives the new 
unmixed, otherwiſe than with ſome little Aſperſion of 
the old, for Taſtes ſake, I have thought good to pro- 
cure a Tranſlation of that Book into the general Language, 
not without great and ample Additions, and enxich- 


#7 Þ» 


ment thereof; eſpecially in the ſecond Book, which 


— . 
- 
CI 


held it, may ſerve in lieu of the firſt Part of the Inſtau- 
ration, and acquit my promiſe in that part. 
Again, becauſe I cannot altogether deſert the Civil 
erſon that I have born; which if I ſhould*forger, e- 


hangdleth the Partition of Sciences, in ſuch ſort , as I 


 ndngh would remember. I have alſo Entred into a 
Work touching, Laws, propounding a Character of Ju- 


Vice in a middle Term, between the Speculative, and 
Reverend Diſcourſes of Philoſophers , and the Writings 
of Lawyers, which are tied, and Obnoxious to their 
particular Laws. And although it be true, that I had 
a purpoſe to make a particular Digeſt , or Recompile- 
merit 6f the Laws of mine own Nation; yet becauſe it 


© a Work of aſſiſtance, and that I cannot Maſter by 


my own Forces and Pen, I have laid it aſide, Now 
having in the Work of my Inſtauration, had in Con- 
templation , the general Good of Men in their very 


- Being, and the Dowries of Nature; and in my Work 


of Laws, the general good of Men likewiſe in Society, 
and the Dowries of Government: I thought in duty, 
I owed ſomewhat to my own Country, which I ever lo- 
ved; inſomuch, as although my Place hath been far 
299 1 | aboye 
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above my Deſert, yet my thoughts and cares, con- 
cerning the good thereof, were beyond and over, and 1 
above my Place: So now, being as I am, no more a- 
ble todo my Country Service, it remained unto me to- | 
do it Honour; which I have endeavoured to do in my 
Work of the Reign of King Henry the VII. As for 
my Eſays, and ſome other Particulars of that Nature, 1 
I count them but as the Recreation of my other Stu- i 
dies, and in that ſort I purpoſe to continue them; i 
though I am not ignorant, that thoſe kind of Writings, 
would with leſs pains, and embracement , perhaps, 
yield more Luſtre and Reputation to my Name, than 
thoſe other which I have in hand. But I account the 
uſe that a Man ſhould ſeek of the publiſhing his o] n 
Writings before his Death, to be but an untimely An- 
ttitcipation of that, which is proper to follow a Man, 
; and not to go along with him. | bred 
But revolving with my ſelf, my Writings, as well. 
thoſe I have publiſhed, as thoſe which I had in hand ; 
methought they went all into the City, and none into 
the Temple; where, becauſe I have found ſo great Con- 
ſolation , I deſire likewiſe to make ſome poor Oblati- 
on. Therefore, I have choſen an Argument, mix d 
of Religious and Civil Conſiderations, and likewiſe 
mix d between Contemplative and Active: For, Who 
can tell whether there may not be an Exoriere aliquis ? - 
Great Matters (eſpecially if they be Religious) have 
many times, ſmall Beginnings; and the Platform may 
draw on the Building, This Wort, becauſe I ever, „id the 
was an Enemy to Flattering Dedications, * I have Dedi- 1g. Book 
cated to your Lordſhip, in reſpect of our ancient and of the ad- 
private Acquaintance; and becauſe amongſt the Menof ment of 
our Times, I hold you in eſpecial Reverence. | Learning, 
brow at 1 l 114.94 Om Lordſbips loving Friend, 
TFF 5 N Fr. St. Alban: 
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An offer to the King, of a Digeſt to be made of 


Fe the Laws of England. 


* 


Mongſt the Degrees and Acts of Sovereign, or 
rather Heroical Honour; the firſt or ſecond is 
the Perſon and Merit of a Law. giver. Princes that 
govern well, are Fathers of the People: But if a Father 
breed his Son well, and allow him well while he li- 
veth, but leave him nothing at his Death, whereby 
both he, and his Children, and his Childrens Chil- 
- dren may be the better; ſurely the Care and Piety of a 
Father is not in him compleat. So Hings, if they make 
a Portion of an Age happy by their good Government, 
yet, if they do not make Teſaments (as God Almigh- 
ty doth) whereby a Perpetuity of Good may deſcend 
to their Country, they are but Mortal and Tranſitory 
Benefactors. Domitian, a few days before he died, 
Dream'd, that a Golden Head did riſe upon the Nape of 
bz Neck, which was truly performed in the Golden Age, 
that followed his times, for five Succeſſions, But Kings 
by giving their Subjects good Laws, may, if they will, 
in their own time, joyn and graffe this Golden Head 
upon their own. Necks after their Death. Nay, they 
may make Nebuchadnezzars Image of Monarchy , Golden 
from head to foot: And if any of the meaner ſort of Po- 
litiques, that are fighted only to ſee the worſt of 
things, think that Laws are but Cobwebs, and that 
good Princes will do well without them, and bad will 
not ſtand much upon them ; the Diſcourſe is neither 
good nor wiſe. For, certain it is, that good Laws 


Noſt excellent Sovereign, 
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are ſome Bridle to bad Princes, and as a very Wall a. 
bout Government. And if Tyrants, ſometimes make 
a breach into them, yet they mollifie even Tyranny it 
ſelf, as Salons Laws did the Tyranny of Pifſtratus ; and 
then commonly, they get up again, upon the firſt ad- 
vantage of better Times. Other means to perpetu- 
ate the Memory and Merits of Sovereign Princes, are 
inferiour to this. Buildings of Temples, Tombs , Pala- 
ces, Theatres, and the like, are honourable things, and 
look big upon Poſterity : But Conſtantive the Great, 
gave the Name well to theſe Works, when he uſed to 
call Trajan, who was a great Builder, Parietaria, Wall- 
Flower , becauſe his Name was upon ſo many Walls : 
So if that be the matter , that the King would turn 
Mall. Flower, or Pellitory of the Wall, with Coſt he may. 
Aadrians Vein was better; for his mind was to wreſtle 
a Fall with time, and being a great Progreſſor over all 


the Rowan Empire, when ever he found any decays 


of Bridges or High-ways, or Cuts of Rivers, and Sew- 
ers, or Walls, or Banks, or the like, he gave ſubſtan- 
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tial Order for their Repair with the better. He gave 


alſo Multitudes of Charters and Liberties, for the com- 
fort of Corporations , and Companies in decay : So 
that his bounty did ſtrive with the Ruins of Time. But 
yet this, though it were an excellent Diſpoſition, went 
but in effe to the Caſes and Shells of a Common-wealth; 
it was nothing to Vertue or Vice, A bad Man might 
indifferently take the benefit and eaſe of his Ways and 
Bridges, as well as a good; and bad People might pur- 
chaſe good Charters. Surely the better Works of per- 
petuity in Princes, are thoſe that waſh the inſide of the 
Cup. Such as are Foundations of Colledges and Lett- 
ures for Learning and Education of Youth : Likewiſe 
Foundations and Inſtitutions of Orders and Fraternities, 
for Nobleneſs , Enterpriſe , and Obedience, * * 

5 P p Ike: 
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like : But yet theſe alſo are but like Plantations , of 
Orchards and Gardens in plots and ſpots of Ground, 
here and there ; they do not Till over the whole 
Kingdom, and make it Fruitful, as doth the eſtabliſh- 
ing of good Laws and Ordinances, which makes a 
whole Nation to be as a well ordered College or Foun- 
—_—. by 
This kind of Work, inthe Memory of Times, is rare 
enough to {Lew it excellent; and yet not ſo rare, as 
to make it ſuſpected for impoſſible , inconvenient, or 
unſafe. Moſes, that gave Laws to the Hebrews, be- 
cauſe he was the Scribe of God himſelf, is fitter to be 


named for Honours ſake , to other Law-givers , than 


to Le numbred or ranked amongſt them. Minos, Ey- 
curgus, and Solon, are Examples for Themes of Gram- 
mar Scholars. For antient Perſonages and CharaQ- 
ers, now a days, uſe to Wax Children again: Though 
that Parable of Pindarus be true; the beſt thing is Water ; 


for common and trivial things, are many times the beſt, 


and rather deſpiſed upon Pride , becauſe they are vul- 


gar, than upon cauſe or uſe, Certain it is, That the 


Laws of thoſe three Law-givers had great Prerogatives; 
the firſt of Fame, becauſe they were the Pattern among, 
the Græcians; the ſecond of laſting, for they continu- 
ed longeſt without alteration ; the third a Spirit of Re- 
vivor, to be often oppreſſed, and often reſtored. 
Amongſt the feven Kings of Rome, four were Law- 
wers: For it is moſt true, that a Diſcourſer of Itah, 
aith, There was never State ſo well ſwadled in the Infan- 
&y, as the Roman was, by the Virtue of their firſt Kings; 
which was a principal cauſe of the wonderful Growth 


of that State in after times. 


The Decemvirs Laws , were Laws upon Laws, not 


the Original; for they graffed Laws of Grecia upon 


the Roman Stock of Laws and Cuſtoms.: But ſuch 


was 
their 
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their Succels, as the Twelve Tables which they compil- 
ed, were the main Body of the Laws, which framed 
and weilded the great Body of that Eſtate. Theſe laſted 
a long time, with ſome Supplementals, and the Preto. 
rian Edicts in Allo; which were in reſpect of Laws, as 


Writing Tables in reſpect of Braſs : The one to be put 


in and out, as the other is Permanent. Lucius Corne. 
lius Sylla , reformed the Laws of Rome; for that Man 
had three Singularities, which never Tyrant had , but 
he. That he was a Law-giver ; That he took part with 
the Nobility ; And that heturned Private-Man, not 
upon fear, but upon confidence. EL 
Cæſar long aſter, deſired to imitate him only in the 
firſt ; For otherwiſe he relied upon new Men; and for 
reſigning his Power, Seneca deſcribeth him right. Cæ- 
far, gladium cito condidit, nunquam poſuit : Cæſar ſoon 


ſheathed his Sword, but never put it off. And himſelf 


took it upon him, ſaying, in ſcorn of Sy/la's Reſignati- 
on, Sylla neſcivit literas, dittare non potuit : Sylla 
knew no Letters, he could not dictate. But for the part 
of a Law. giver, Cicero giveth him the Attribute, Cæ- 
ſar, fi ab eo quæreretur, quid egiſſet in toga, leges ſe, re- 
pondiſſet, multas et præclaras tuliſſe. If you had asked 
Cæſar what he did in the Gown, he would have anſwered, 
that he made many excellent Laws. His Nephew Au- 
guſtus did tread the ſame ſteps, but with deeper print, 
becauſe of his long Reign in Peace, whereof one of 
the Poets of his time, faith, : 


Pace datd terris, auimum ad Civilia vertit. 
Jara ſuum, Legeſque tulit Juſtiſimus Author. 
Peace given to Earth, he did convert his care 
To Civil Rule, Juſt Laws. Sandys Ovid Metaph, I. 15. 
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From that time, there was ſuch a Race of Wit and 
uthority between the Commentaries and Deciftons of 
the Lawyers, and the Edicts of the Emperours, as both 
Laws and Lawyers were out of breath. Whereupon 
Juſtinian in the end recompiled both, and made a Bo. 
dy of Laws, ſuch as might be weilded , which himſelf 
calleth gloriouſly, and yet not above truth; The Eai- 
Fer or Structure of a Sacred Temple of Fuſtice ; built indeed 
out of the former Ruins of Books, as Materials, and 
ſome Novel Conſtitutions of his own. f 


— 


Ul 


In Athens they had ſex viri, as Aſchines obſerveth, 
which were ſtanding Commiſſioners, who did watch to 
diſcern what Laws were unproper for the Times, and 
what new Law did, in any branch crofs a former Law, 
and ſo ex officio, propounded their Repeal,  _ 
King Eagar Collected the Laws of this Kingdom, 


and gave them the gh of a Faggot bound, which 


formerly were diſperſed; which was more glory to 
him, than his Sailing about this Iſland with a Potent. 
Fleet; for that was as the Scripture ſaith , via navi in 
mari, the way of a Ship in the Sea, it vaniſhed, but 
this laſteth. 3 bot 


"Alphonſo: the Wiſe (the Ninth of that Name) King 
of Caſtile, compiled the Digeſt of the Laws of Spain, In- 
tituled the Siete Partidas , an excellent Work which he 
finiſhed in Seven Years. And as Tacitus noteth well, 
That the Capitol, cough built in the beginnings of 
Rome, yet was fit for the great Monarchy that came 
after; ſo that building of Laws ſufficeth the greatneſs 
of the Empire of Spain, which ſince hath enſued. 

Lewis the Eleventh had in his Mind (though he 
performed it not) to have made one conſtant Zam of 
France, extracted out of the Civil Rowan Raw, and the 
Cuſtoms of Provinces, which are various, and the Kings 
Edidis, which with the French are Statutes. . Surely he 


might 
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might have done well, if like, as he brought the Crows 
(as he faid himſelf) hors de Page; ſo he had brought 
the People from Lacquay ; Not to run up and down for 
their Laws, to the Civil Law, and the Ordinances and 
the Cuſtoms, and the Diſcretions of Courts, and Dil. 
courſes of Philoſophers, as they uſe to do. 
King Henry the Eighth, in the 27th year of his Reign 
was Authorized by Parliament to Nominate Thirty 
two Commiſſioners, part Ecclefiaſtical, and part Tem- 
poral, to purge the Canon Law, and to make it agree- 
able to the Law of God; and the Law of the Land, bur 
it took not effect: for the Acts of that King were com- 
monly rather Proffers and Fames, than either well 
grounded, or well purſued. But I doubt I err in pro- 
ducing ſo many Examples: For as Cicero ſaid to Cæſar, 
fo may I ſay to your: Majeſty, Nil vulgare, te dignum 
vidert poſſit : Though indeed, this well underſtood, is 
far from-v#lgar ; for that the Laws of the moſt King- 
doms and States have been like Buildings of many 
pieces, and patched up from time to time, according 
to Occaſions, without Frame or Model. 3 
Nou for the Laws of England, (if I ſhall ſpeak my 
Opinion 'of them, without Partiality, either to my 
Profeſſion or Country) for the matter and nature of 
them, I hold them wiſe, juſt, and moderate Laws; 
They give to God, they give to Ceſar, they give to 
the Sabjef what appertaineth. It is true, they-are 
mixt as our Language, compounded of Britiſh," Roman, 
Saxon, Daniſh, Norman Cuſtoms. And ſurely as our 
Language is thereby ſo much the richer; ſo our Laws 
are likewiſe, by that mixture, the more compleat. 
' Neither doth this attribute leſs to them than thoſe that- 
would have them to have ſtood out the ſame in all mu- 
tations. For no Tree is ſo good firſt. ſet, as by Tranſs 
planting and Grafting. I remember what happened 
Mo . 
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to Caliſthenex, that followed Alexander's Court, and was 
grown into ſome diſpleaſure with him, becauſe he could 
not well brook the Perſian Adoration. At à Supper 
(which with the Grecians was a great part Talk) he was 
deſired, (the King being preſent) becauſe he was an 
Eloquent Man, to ſpeak of ſome Theme, which he 
did, and choſe for his Theme the praiſe of the Mace- 
donian Nation: Which though it were but a filling 
thing, to praiſe Men to their Faces, yet he performed 
it with R of truth, and avoidance of Flat- 
tery, and with ſuch life, as was applauded by the Hear- 
ers. The King was the leſs pleaſed with it, not loving 
the Man, and by way of diſcountenance ſaid, It was 
eaſie to he a good Orator in à pleaſing Theme : But ſaith 
he to him, Turn your ſtile, and tell us now of our Faults, 
that we may have the profit, and not you the praiſe only: 
Which he preſently did, with ſuch quickneſs, that 
Alexander ſaid, That Malice made him Eloquent then, as 
the Theme had done before. I ſhall not fall into either 
of theſe Extremes, in this Subject of the Laws of Eng- 
land. I have commended them before for the Matter; 
but ſurely they ask much Amendment for the Form; 
which to reduce and perfect, I hold to be one of the 
greateſt Dowries that can be confer d upon this King- 
dom. Which work for the Excellency, as it is worth 
your Majeſty's Act and Times, ſoit hath ſome circum- 
ſtance of Propriety agreeable to your Perſon. God hath 
bleſſed your Majeſty with Poſterity: And I am not of 
Opinion, that Kings that are barren, are fitteſt to ſup- 
ply perpetuity of Generations by perpetuity of Noble 
Acts; But. contrariwiſe, that they that leave Poſterity, 
are the more intereſſed in the care of future times; that 
as well their Progeny as their People may participate 
of their merit. 


Your 
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Vour Majeſty is a great Maſter in Juſtice, and | 
Judicature; and it were pity , the fruit of that 
your vertue ſhould not be Tranſmitted to the Ages | 
to come. Your Majeſty alſo reigneth in Learned Times, il 
the more, no doubt, in regard of your own perfection 
in Learning, and your Patronage thereof. And it hath | 
been the miſhap of Works. of this nature, that the leſs | | 
Learned time hath ſometimes wrought upon the more 
Learned, which now will not be ſo. As for my (elf, [|] 
the Law was my Profeſſion, to which I am a Debtor : | 
Some little helps I have of other Arts, which may give | 
Form to Matter; and I have now (by Gods merciful 4 
Chaſtiſement, and by his ſpecial Providence) time and i 
teifure to put my Talent or half-Talent, or what it is, ' 
to —_—— as may perhaps exceed the Intereſt 
of an active life. Therefore as in the beginning of 
my Troubles, L made offer to your Majeſty to take 
pains in the Story of England, and in compiling a Me- 
thod and Digeſt. of your Laws; ſo have I performed the 
firſt (which reſted but upon my ſelf) in ſome part. And 
I do in all humbleneſs renew the Offer of this Latter 
(which will require help and aſſiſtance) to your Maje- 
ſy, if it ſhall ſtand with your good pleaſure to imploy- 
my Service therein. | 
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The three following Letters were ſeverally written 
by the Lord St. Albans, in a Blank Page of his Advance- 
ment of Learning, upon preſenting the ſame to each 
| Univerſity, and to Trinity College in Cambridge. 


Fe us Baro de Yerulamio, Vice-Comes Sr. Alblyi 


Imez Matri Inclitz Academiæ Cantabrigienſi . 
| ©) idem & vos bortor, ut Augmentis Scientiarum 
Freue incumbatis ; & in animi Aodltis Lihertatem Inge. 
nit retineatis: Neque Talentum a veteribus Concredatum, 
in Sudario reponatis. Affuerit proculdubio, & aff 


* o, & affulſerit 
Bratt, Luwirs Gratiaft len,, © ie f Nellen, 
Philoſophia, Clavibus ſensus legitimè & dextre utamini ; 
& amoto omni Contradiftionis adio, Quiſque cum alio, ac 


i ipſe ſecum, diſputet. Valete. 


CxLIV. 3 
Iichte Academiæ Oxonienſi 8. 


"NUM Alnæ Matri mee inclite Academite' Canta- 
brigienſi Scripſerim, deeſſem ſant Officio fi fimile 
Amoris Pignus ſorori ejus non deferrem. Sicut autem eds 
hortatus ſum, ita & vos Hortor, ut Scientiarum Aug- 
mentis ſtrenue incumbatis; & Veterum Labores neque ni- 
hil, neque omnia eſſe "rugs ſed wires etiam proprias mo- 
deſte perpendentes, ſubindè tamen experiamini: Omnia ce- 
t quam optimè, $i Arma non alii in alios vertatis, ſed 
junctis Copis in Naturam rerum impreſſionem faciatis, ſuſſt- 
cit quippe illa Honori & Victoriæ. Valete. en 
The ſatisfaction the Univerſity of Oxford teſtified upon this Occaſio 


pears in their Letter dated from their Convocation-Houſe, zo Decemb, 162 3, 
and Printed in my Lord Bacon's Remains, pag. 204. LE 
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Percelebri Colegio Sante & Individuæ Trinitatis 
= Cantabrigia 8 | 


ES omnes earumque Progreſſus Initiis ſuis debentur. 
 Ttaque cum Initia Scientiarum, e fontibus veſtris 
hauſerim, Incrementa ipſarum vobis rependenda exiſtimavi. 
Spero itidem fore, ut hæc noſtra apud vos, tanquam in ſolo 
uativo, feliciùs ſuccreſcant. Quamobrem & vos hortor, ut 
Salul Animi Modeſtii, & erga veteres, reverentid, ipſi 
quoque Augmentis Scientiarum, non deſitis : verum ut 
poſt Volumina Sacra Verbi Dei & Scripturarum, ſecundo 
loco Volumen idud magnum Operum Dei & Creaturarum, 
ſtrenuè & pre omnibus Libris, (qui pro Commentariis tan- 
tim haberi debent) evolvatis. Valete. 


CXLVI. 
To the KING. 


| Moſt Gracious and Dread Sovereign, 
DL Efore I make my Petition to your Majeſty, I make 
my Prayers to God above, Pectore ab imo, that pr 

if I have held any thing ſo dear, as your Majeſty's Ser. the b. 
vice; nay, your Heart's eaſe, and your Honour's, I my! 
may be repulſed with a denial. But if that hath been 
the Principal with me, that God, who knoweth my 
heart, would move your Majeſty's Royal heart to take 
compaſſion of me and to grant my deſire. | 

I proſtrate my ſelf at your Majeſty's Feet ; I, your 
Ancient Servant, now Sixty four years old in Age, and 
three Tears five Months ald in Miſery. I deſire not from 


Q your 


* A New 
Creature, 
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your Majeſty,Means, nor Place, nor Imployment, but 
only after ſo my a time of Expiation, a compleat and 
total remiſſion of the Sentence X. the Upper Houſe, to 
the end that blot of Ignominy may be removed from 
me, and from my Memory with Poſterity; that I die 
not a condemned Man, but may be to your Majeſty, 
as I am to God, *:Nova Creatura, Your Majeſty hath 
Patdoned'the like to Sir John Benet, between whole 
Caſe and mine, (not being Partial to my elf, but ſpeak- 
8 the General Opinion) N wes -35 much 

erence, I will not ſay as between Black and Wane, 
but as between Black and Grey, or 4 e 
Look therefore down, Dear Sovereign, upon me 3 27 
pity... I know, your Majeſty s Si is inſcrutable for 
Goodneſs; and my L070 of Buckingham was wont to 
tell me, you were _ beſt Natured Man in the World; 
and it's God's property, that thoſe he bath. loved, he li- 
veth to the end, Let your Mejeſty's Grace, in this my 
deſire, ſtream down upon me, and let it be out of the 
Fountain and Spring- head, and ex mero Motu, that li- 
ving or dying, the Print of the Goodneſs of King 
James may be in my heart, and his Praiſes in my mouth. 
This my_moſt humble requeſt granted, may make me 
live a year or two happily ; and denied, will kill me 


quickly. But yet the laſt thing that will die i n * 
be the heart and uffection oß 


bus 50. 1634. Tour Majeſty ral le ae” 
285 e eee bs true devoted Servant, 


Fr. i 


(a) Sir 152 5 Bennet wm Julg of this Freragutive. Court, was in the year 
2621 acculed, convicted, and cenſured in Parliament, for taking of Bribes, 


Er ſeveral Mildemeanog poating to his Office. 
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8 1 : 


ons 355190105 & POURING 7 © ono! 0) 1 

4A Monſieur D Effiat. (a) 
Monſieur I Ambaſſadeur mon Fils. 
\ ] Oyant que voſtre Excellence fait & traite Marriages; 
'Y mon ſeulement entre les Princes d Angleterre & de 
France, mai auſſi entre les Langues, puiſque vous faites 
traduire mon Livre de Advancement des Sciences en 
Francois.” Pay bien voulu vous envoyer mon Livre derniere- 
ment imprimee, que j auois pourven pour vous; mais F eſtvis 


4 2 4 PR 


a, 
4 
: 1 * 
A 


that he was made Mareſchal of France in 1631, and died the year after, 


as he was going to take upon him the command of an Army upon the 
Frontier of Lerrazin Having the following Eloge given him by Du Pleix in 
his Hiſtory of Louis the Thirteenth. © In loſing him, the King loſt a moſt 


« faithful Servant, who in a little time had acquired, a great Reputation 


« in Arms, by his Courage; In Council, by his Judgment; In Embaſly's, - 


c by his Addreſs ; In the Sur-Intendance of the Finances, by his Vigilance, 
Prudence, and good Conduct. | | 
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t may pleaſe Tour Majeſty, --. + Sb bas ad: 

Have received your Majeſties Gracious Letter, from 

Mr. Secretary Moreton, who is now a Saint in Hea- 

ven. It was at a time, when the great Deſolation of 

the Plague was in the City; and when my ſelf was ill 

of a dangerous and tedious Sickneſs. The firſt time 

that 1 found any degree of Health, nothing came ſoon- 

er to my mind, than to acknowledge your *Majeſties 

great Favour, by my moſt humble thanks : And be- 

cauſe I ſee your Majeſty taketh delight in my Writings, 

(and to ſay the truth, they are the beſt Fruits I now 

. yield.) I preſume to ſend your Majeſty a little Diſ- 

2 courſe of mine, touching a War with Spain which! 

his Lord- Writ about two Years ſince; which the Aing your Bro- 
ſhips Miſ- ther liked well. It is Written without Bitternes, 9 

Works, in Hiyective, as Kings Affairs ought to be carried; but if 
OS EE / ˙—¹üß St 

(4) The Princeſs Elizabeth, Eldeft Daughter of King Fames, was Marrs- 

ed to Frederic the Vth. Elector Palatine , as accepting the Crown of 

Bohemia; was ſoon deprived, both of that, and his ancient Principality. 

ader all 57 Ae had the happineſs of being Mother of many fine 

ildren(of which the Princeſs Sophia, Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover is the 

Suryiyorz)and at length of ſeeing her Son reſtored) to the Palainate, and her 
Nephew ta his Kingdoms. Te her, who had been ſo much injur d by Spain, 

Fa St. Alban preleats his Diſcourſe, touching a War with Spain, in'ac- 

nowledgment of the Favour of her Majeſties Letter, ſent by her Sectera- 

ry Sir Albertus Moreron'; in which quality he had fery'd his Uncle Sir Hex- 
n Waton, in ſome of his Ambaſſys: And as he was tenderly beloved by 

him in his Life, and much lamented in his Death ; ſo Sir Harry profeſſed 

no leſs admitation of this Queen; and the ſplendor of her Vertuts under 

the glarknels of her Fertuse r. eee Kae 
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be not deceived , it hath edge enough. I have yet 
ſome Spirits left, and Remnant of Experience, which 
I conſecrate to the King's Service, and your Majeſty's; 


301 


for whom J pour out my daily Prayers to God, that 


he would give your Majeſty a Fortune worthy your rare 
Vertues; which ſome good Spirit tells me, will be in 
. the end. I do in all Reverence kiſs your Majeſties 
Hands, ever reſting 17 2 


Tour Majeſties moſt Malle . 
and devoted $ ervant, | 
Fr. St. Alban. 

100 Y 1 To the Burl of Arundel and Surrey. - 15 


i My very good A 


: . 


the Elder, who loſt his life by trying an Experiment, 
about the burning of the Mountain Veſuvius. ori 


was alſo deſirous to try an Experiment or two, touch- 
ing the Conſervation, . and Induration of Bodies. As 
for the Experiment it ſelf, it ſucceeded excellently 
well; but in the Journey (between London and High» 
gate) I was taken with ſuch a fit of Caſting, as I knew 
not whether it were the Stone, or ſome Surfeit, or 
Cold, or indeed a touch of them all three. But when 
I.came to your Lordſhips Houſe, I was not able to 
go back, and therefore was forced to take up my 
Lodging here, where your Houſe-keeper is very care- 
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ful and diligent about me; which I aſſure my ſelf, 
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your Lordſhip will not only pardon towards him, but 
think the better of him for it. For indeed your Lord- 
ſhips houſe was happy to me; and I kiſs your Noble 

Fans, for the welcome, which I am ſure you give me 
to it, &c. 1 CC 
1 know how unfit it is for me to write to your Lord- 
ſhip, with any other hand than my own; but by my 
troth , my Fingers are fo disjoynted with this fit of 
Sickneſs, that I cannot ſteadily hold a Pen. 


BRIAN 
NICVM/ 
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Some BO OS Printed for Bevj. Tooke at the Middle. 


© 5 
II. 35 genes Ingenious. 
X. | 39 ja Reaſon as a Reaſon, 
XII. 1 |He takes | dele He. 
XXII | 32 1615 16 14. 
XXV 16 eaſie 1 . 
r ſince. 
XXIII 20 |pleaſe pleaſes 
IV. 16 7 8 
XI VII [33, 34 | Quadruple Double. 
2 + -2 9 gas an dele an 
LXII 8 1 ETD Pee. 
17 21 Let it be given to? |. 
the moſt deſerving dele. 
24 35 had | [hath, 
25 24 | ſuis inis. 
27 14 -| Mr. Edward Sir Edward. 
28 7 | Side Tide. 
CFC deceive. 
40 38 doreſenaræm doreſenauant. 
39 L' Eſpe L' Eſpee. 
14 33 |rmitate _ Jancite. 
105 s [auxs aux. 
112 28 | Impriſonment Impoy ſonment. 
120 3 It he. 
146 | 22 [every very. 
177 8 yer the. 
168 | 37 [Cathedral Abby. 
210 | 428 |] have have not. 
246 zo | ad Infimandim ad Infirmandam 
296 13 | Religionis Religioni. 


Temple-Gate, in Fleetſtreet. 


b HE Comedies, Tragedies and Opera's written by Fobn Dryden, Eſa; 
| with a Secular Maſque, being the laſt of his oy mw — 
Stage, in Two Volumes. Fol. 


The Fables of 2 ſop, and other Eminent Mythologiſts. By Sir Rqger 
Eſtrange, Knight. The Third Edition. Fol. 
Telluris Theoria Sacra: Orbis Noſtri Orig inem & Mutationes Generales, quas 


aut jam ſubiit, aut olim ſubiturus eſt, Complecten s. Libri duo Priores de Diluvio. 


& de Paradiſo. Libri duo Poſteriores P. Conflagratione Mundi & de Futuro Re- 
rum Statu, Editio Tertia Recognita & Contrada. Authore-T. Burnetio. — | 


_ Books Printed for Benj. Tooke, &c. 
A New Theory of the Earth, from its Original to the Conſummation 
of all things, wherein the Creation of the World in fix Days, the Uni- 
ver ſal Deluge, and General Conflagration, as laid down in the Holy Scrip- 


tures are ſhewn to be perfectly agreeable to Reaſon and Philoſophy. By 
W. Whifton M. A. 8. 5 vo tou 


Memoires and Obſervations made in a lateJourney through the Empire 
of Ching. By Louis le Compte Jeſuit, lately Miſfionary- into the Kallen 
Countries. The Third Edition, 8vo. 5 FP 
The Roman Hiſtory from the Bullding of the City to the Removal of 
the Imperial Seat, by Conſtantine the Great, in Two Volumes. By Law- 
rence Echard. M. A. $v0. .-* ot 017 
The Hiſtory of the Bucaniers of America, from their ficſt- Original down 
to this Time, written in ſeveral Languages, and now Collected into one 
Volume, Illuſtrated with. 2 Copper Plates. 8G v. 
Kalendarium Hortenſe : Or. the Gardener's Almanack. 80. 
Acetaria: Or a Diſcourſe of Sallets, being the Second Part of the K4- 
lendarium Hortenſe ; both by Fobn Evelyn, Eſq; E. R. S8. 
A New 8 Italy, with Curious Obſervatiolis on ſeveral other 
Countries, c. the Second Edition, Enlarg d above one Third Part, and 
Enrich'd with Several New Figures. By Maximilian Miſſon, Gent in 2 Vol. 
Anglie Notitia: Or the Preſent State of England, with Remarks upon 
the Ancient State thereof. By Edw. Chamberlain, Dr. of Laws, the 20 Edit. 
A Relation of two ſeveral Voyages made into the Eaſt- Indies. By Chri- 
ſtopber Fryke Surgeon, and Chriſtopher Schewitger. uo. 
Miſcellanies by the late Right Noble Lord Marqueſs of Hallifax. 8vs. 
The Chriſtians: Pattern: Or a Treatiſe of the Imitation of Jetus Chrift, 
| in Four Books. Written in Latin by Thomas 4 Kempis, made Engliſh by 
=. Dr. G. Stanhope. 8 vo, & 125. | | N22 
1 Senecas Morals by way of Abſtract. By Sir Roger L' Eſtrange, Knight, 
1 | 
! 
| 


the Eighth Edition. 8. = ; 
The Whole Comical Works of Monſieur Scarron. Tranſlated by Mr. Tho. 
Brown, Mr. Savage and Others. 8v0. ' tf + | 
Memoires of the Preſent State of the Court and Council of Spain, in 
two Parts. Done into Englifh by Mr. Tho. Brown. 8 vo. | 
A Collection of Poems, viz. The Temple of Death. By the Marqueſs of 
1 Normanby. An Epiſtle to the Ear] of Dorſet. By Charles Montague, Lord 
| | Hallifax, & c. With ſeveral Poems never before Printed: By. the Earl of 
4 | "Roſcommon, Earl of Rocheſter, the Earl of Orrery, Sir Charles Sidley, & c. 8 vv. 
. | Miſcellanea, the Third Part; Containing I. An Eflay on Popular Diſ- 
| | contents. II. An Eflay on Health and Long Life. III. A Defence of 
l | the Eſſay on Ancient and. Modern Learning, with ſome other Pieces by 
=: the late Sir Villiam Temple, Baronet. go- 0. 
- It Decamerone, One hundred Ingenuous Novels. Written in Þalian by 
Sohn Boccacio. Now done into Ergliſh. d vos. EOS To $090 - | ow 
The Compleat: Horſeman, or Perfect Farrier, in Two Parts: Abridg'd 
from the Folio, done into Engliſh by Sir William Hope: With the Addition 
of ſeveral Excellent Receipts by our beſt Farriers, and Directions to the 
* Buyers and Sellers of Horſes. Illuſtrated with ſeveral Copper- Plates. 9 vo. 
Torographical Deſcriptions ; with Hiſtorico Political, and Medico- 
- Phyſical Obſervations : Made in Two ſeveral Voyages, through moſt Parts 
o Europe. By Fobn Nortbleigh, LL. M. D. vo. 
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